
 

 
  

Some will hear... 

The two brothers entered my clinic room and sat down. They were bearded and dressed in tunics and 

prayer caps in usual Muslim fashion. The patient was obviously uncomfortable with labored 

breathing due to his distended abdomen but they both listened intently as I explained the results of 

his tests. His diagnosis of advanced liver cancer was received stoically but I urged them to listen to 

the words of the chaplain who was with me. After a long conversation, they smiled politely and 

indicated that they would like to leave. The chaplain turned to me and explained that he shared Hope 

with them but that they had declined prayer and further discussion. After they had left, the chaplain 

explained that they were from an area of Burkina Faso that has become very militant and is 

becoming even more unstable. Most Christians, foreign and national, have fled this region. 

I asked the chaplain to remain in the room because the next patient also had a new bad diagnosis. 

The two men that entered (father and son) were from a town in southern Burkina not far from our 

border. They took their seats and listened intently as I explained that the son (in his 30s) had severe 

heart failure and that despite medications, it was likely that he would not live more than a few 

months to a year. The chaplain began to share Truth and I was amazed at the open discussion as 

questions and responses bounced back and forth. Even though it was all in a language I could not 

understand, the contrast was clear between this pair and the previous men. The chaplain ended by 



praying and then turned to share with me that the father was a Christian but that his son (the 

patient) had converted to Islam when the town had started embracing Islam. That day the son 

expressed his desire to follow Jesus, and the joy on their faces was a stark contrast to the two 

brothers I had just seen. 

These back-to-back experiences remind us that God continues to draw people to himself even in and 

through difficult situations. God knew years ago as plans for this hospital began, that the Hospital of 

Hope would be a strategically located beacon of hope positioned to reach into areas of west Africa 

that are becoming more closed to the gospel.  What a privilege to be able to love and serve our 

neighbors physically while sharing spiritual Truth that is transforming lives. 

  

 

COVID-19 Update: 

While government COVID restrictions have not allowed our chaplains to continue their weekly 

prison visits and studies, we've found other ways to continue to minister to the prisoners. Since 

visitors have not been allowed at the prison, there have been physical needs for food and healthcare. 

Prisoners typically rely on family members to bring them food and money for other needs.  Our team 

provided sacks of food for each prisoner and we've been reserving three or more consultation slots at 

the clinic each week to provide medical and chaplain consultations free of charge for those prisoners 

that are very sick and do not have the means to pay for care.  

God has graciously allowed Togo to only be lightly impacted by the coronavirus. To date, Togo has 

had just over 1,500 cases and only a few here in the northern region. Obviously, we are doing a lot 

less testing than other countries due to lack of tests, but we are not seeing large numbers of patients 

with respiratory illnesses that could be attributed to COVID. 



The countries surrounding us have had more positive cases than Togo but not large numbers. Togo 

has lightened the travel restrictions within country but continues to enforce its (mostly) closed 

borders. The actual borders are so porous though that we are once again seeing increasing numbers 

of patients from Burkina Faso. Because of all the travel restrictions, patients often arrive late for 

appointments, having run out of their medications and finding their conditions have severely 

worsened. We have had no shortage of patients over the last 5 months though as people arrive with 

“normal” illnesses such as meningitis, tuberculosis, premature birth, cancer, sepsis, diabetes, heart 

failure, etc! 

The COVID restrictions have impacted the hospital as we have not been able to receive short-term 

medical volunteers and we have had multiple providers leave for pre-arranged furloughs and the end 

of their commitments. This has left us with a marginal staff of providers which has often meant 

longer work hours and the cancellation of vacations and time-off. We have also not been able to 

receive needed supplies from the US which are usually carried over in the extra suitcases of short-

term providers. We are thankful though. Our prayer has been that God would give us “enough” for 

each day (strength, supplies, joy, providers, etc) and He has been faithful to do this. We have not 

lacked for anything. And we are thankful that we have also not lacked in the chances we have had to 

speak Truth into patients’ and families’ lives. We continue to have more ministry opportunities than 

we can staff, and we are incredibly thankful! 

 

 

Work and School 

Donate to the Hope Fund for prisoner care 



Our family is doing well. Ethan continues to work hard as the hospital administrator. Due to COVID 

restrictions that have made some of his research more complicated, he pushed the completion of his 

MBA capstone project to the Spring 2021 semester. Melissa splits her time between the hospital and 

clinic and being home with the boys. Despite longer work hours, the boys have been well cared for 

when she is gone thanks to Megan, our schoolteacher, friend, and teammate who is always willing to 

help on the home front. The younger boys have also benefited from her extra tutoring over the 

summer, which has kept them on their toes academically! The three younger boys (Eli 6th grade, 

Aden 3rd grade, Ezra 1st grade) started classes at the MK school on September 7th. Aaron started 

full-time on-line classes on August 24th. We were excited to welcome a 2nd long-term teacher 

(Amanda) in August. Megan will be teaching the older children and Amanda will be teaching the 

younger children. Aaron and Eli have worked several mornings a week at the hospital’s farm and 

with the maintenance crew which has been an opportunity to get to know the guys on the team and 

improve their French skills! We are also thankful for our health – only one case of malaria so far this 

season (Aden). 

 
  

  

 
  

Thank You...  

This update is not long enough to describe the highlights of life and ministry here. Please look for the 

frequent updates and pictures found on our photo blog. There you will find pictures from an amazing 

baptism service, a newborn baby that died and was brought back to life through a miracle, Ramadan 
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sacrifices, a cute hedgehog, a snake killing, just to name a few! 

We are so thankful for your faithful prayers and encouragement. We know this has not been an easy 

season of life for you all and we pray for you, the church, and our nation. Thank you for giving 

sacrificially in order that we might continue to serve here. Please know that Truth and Hope are 

being proclaimed daily in an area of the world that has been shrouded in darkness. 

 
Ethan, Melissa, Aaron, Eli, Aden and Ezra Molsee 

  
Praying and Praising... 

Please pray:  

 Strength, wisdom and unity for the team 

 Continued open doors for opportunities to share God's hope 

 More believers who speak local languages willing to help with ministry opportunities 

 Continued protection from COVID-19 

 New opportunities to share the hope and peace of God in a time of fear 

 Return of medical volunteers as soon as possible 

 Ability to find and receive needed medical supplies  

 Continued strong relationships and partnerships with government agencies 

Praise God:  

 Safe arrival of our newest surgeon and family. 

 Increased contact with supporters and churches during pandemic 

 Addition of two new chaplains better able to minister to Burkina Faso patients 

 Return of Hope Radio missionary families 

 The wonderful and skilled team that we work beside here in Mango 

  

 
  

  

 

 

  

Click Here to Join our Support Team or Give a One-Time Gift 

See Photos on the Photo Blog 

https://themolsees.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cjtulud-aathhidt-i/
https://themolsees.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cjtulud-aathhidt-d/


 
 
 


