
 

 
  

That's why we're here... 

During a recent busy morning in clinic, I (Melissa) saw a lady who was sent over by the surgeons 

when they realized nothing could be done to treat her condition. I had seen the woman as I 

triaged patients at the entry earlier in the week. I had sent her to see the surgeons to determine if 

her condition could be helped. She was hard to miss. Her hajib could not hide the large 

protruding mass from her left eye socket. The mass was distorting her face and was causing her 

jaw to be displaced. I doubted our surgeons could help at this point, but I needed their opinion 

before discussing palliative care. 

Now as I saw her again, I called a chaplain who could speak her language, and we escorted her 

and her family to a counselling room. She was about 50 and her husband was with her as well as 

their son and her husband’s mother (the husband’s mother often has a prominent position in this 

culture). I took my time explaining her diagnosis (often tribal languages don’t have words for 

“cancer” etc.) and they were heart-broken that there was nothing that could be done to save her 

life. 

I transitioned the conversation to the need for all of us (and especially her!) to be ready to see 

God and I let the chaplain take over. As he shared about “Issa” and the work that Jesus did on the 

cross, I prayed that God would open their hearts and eyes to the truth. They listened intently and 

responded to the chaplain’s questions. Many times, these situations end with the chaplain 

praying for the patient and family, and we never know the “end of the story.” For a Muslim to 

come to Christ, it can take a while – often years! I was shocked as we bowed our heads to pray, 
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and I heard the family praying with our chaplain to receive Christ. The entire family! With the 

loudest prayer from the mother-in-law! By the time she reached the end, she was proclaiming 

Issa’s name in a voice loud enough to be heard by the patients sitting outside! The culture here is 

interesting as so much is done in community. It helps us understand the stories of the early 

church in the book of Acts where one reads of households choosing to follow Jesus. The same can 

happen here as many times, family units make important decisions together. As this family chose 

to do so, I had goosebumps (despite the 100F temperatures), as I realized what God had done in 

the middle of my clinic day! As the family spoke with the chaplain who was also from their area 

in Burkina Faso, they realized that they had a shared acquaintance in their small town, a pastor 

of a small church. How wonderful to see a family open to receiving the good news and how neat 

that God had orchestrated for them to have a pastor in their small village in Burkina who could 

continue to encourage them in their new faith. 

  

 

COVID-19 Update: 

Our hospital has diagnosed a number of COVID-19 patients. COVID is around but we have been 

spared large numbers falling ill from the disease as other countries have seen.  Four of our 

teammates tested positive for COVID-19 and 7 of our employees. Most of our family has been 

required to wear an N-95 mask for 14 or 28 days at one time or another due to close contact 

exposures with COVID.  Four weeks ago the government of Togo made the first jab of the 

AstraZeneca vaccine available for our hospital employees and medical missionaries. For our 

hospital, the largest impact that COVID has had is the way that it has limited the availability of 

short-term volunteer workers and made international travel more difficult. With fewer 

volunteers, and more hassle in traveling many of our teammates have cancelled vacations and 

worked extra long hours and weeks.  Our family is hoping to take a vacation in August to rest and 

refresh, and we are thankful it seems with travel and coverage this will be possible this year.  
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Work and School 

Our family is doing well - – no major illnesses and the boys are thankful for time spent with 

friends playing outdoors after school. When the sun goes down, they know its time to head home 

for dinner!  Ethan continues to work hard as the hospital administrator and will finish his MBA 

in May. Recently he finished up the yearly employees evaluations for the 169 Togolese 

employees, and he's serving on a committee to select 18 new nursing students from the more 

than 900 applicants. Melissa splits her time between the hospital and clinic and being home with 

the boys.   

The town of Mango has experienced water shortages this dry season which have been worse than 

previous years. It seems the pumps which pump water from the Oti River to the water plant are 

not able to keep up with the water demands. We have all learned to conserve as we pray for a 

long-term solution.  You may remember that over the years, we've drilled 5 times on the hospital 

compound without a successful well that can meet the hospital needs. For now it means, taking 

shorter showers and recycling dish water and shower water for watering outdoor plants. Some 

weeks we've had to truck water in multiple times a week.  

We have also used the hospital's truck fitted with a large tank to help the Mango prison have 

water once we heard of their going several days without water for drinking or sanitary needs. The 

prison in Mango has more than 150 prisoners and we have continued to offer clinics at the prison 

from time to time and we allow them to bring sick prisoners to the hospital for free medical care 

when needed. Prison authorities recently thanked the hospital for the care we have shown the 

prisoners, and they noted that there has been a steep decline in the number of prisoners that 

have died while in prison thanks to the free care we've offered. Prisoners have been especially 

impacted by COVID restrictions that have kept family members from visiting. Last year the 

Hospital of Hope spent more than $1,000 on meeting medical care and nutritional needs for the 

prisoners at the Mango prison. 
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2020 By the Numbers - Despite COVID-19 we had a 

busy year! 

·        More than 25,000 Clinic Consultations 

·        More than 7,600 Hospitalized Patients 

·        More than 4,500 X-Rays 

·        More than 1,200 Surgeries 

·        More than 1,000 Births 

·        More than 250 C-Sections 

·        More than 100 Snake Bite Patients 

And thousands were introduced to hope through prayer, seeing the Jesus Film, receiving Bibles, 

or studying God's Word for the fist time in 2020. 

  

Thank You...  

Thank you for your patience.  This update is longer and it has been several months since our last 

update. This has certainly been a busy and stressful time but we are encouraged by what God is 

doing and by your prayers and support. This update is not long enough to describe the highlights 

of life and ministry here. We will be updating our photo blog.  

We are so thankful for your faithful prayers, support, and encouragement. We know this has not 

Donate to the Hope Fund for prisoner care 
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been an easy season of life for you all and we pray for you, the church, and our nation. Thank you 

for giving sacrificially both to keep our family on the ground and to provide the funds needed to 

help with exciting ministry opportunities around the hospital. You are helping proclaim Truth 

and Hope in an area of the world that has been shrouded in darkness, and we get to be your feet 

on the ground.  

 
Ethan, Melissa, Aaron, Eli, Aden and Ezra Molsee 

  
Praying and Praising... 

Please pray:  

 For our neighbors and patients here in Mango who will begin 30 days of fasting on April 

13th. May they find truth, hope and peace that comes through Jesus during this month of 

Ramadan 

 For the selection of 18 new students for our next class of nurses (from the more than 900 

applications that were submitted) 

 Continued open doors for opportunities to share God's hope both in our hospital and in the 

surrounding communities. Pray especially that the government would allow our chaplains to 

restart their weekly devotions at the prison as those were stopped due to COVID restrictions.  

 For a solution to the water shortage that has impacted our community and the hospital 

compound 

 Continued protection from COVID-19 and Lassa Fever and... 

 Safe travel for medical volunteers this spring and summer  

 Provision of someone able to repair needed medical equipment 

 Provision of needed medical staff (long and short-term).  

Praise God:  

 Safe arrival of our SP Post Resident doctor families who will be spending 2 years with us. 

 Recent successful repairs of the generator and power switches damaged by last year's 

lightning strike 

 Togolese government's support of our hospital through COVID vaccinations, supplies, and 

support 

 The peace and joy that comes from the Lord even during difficult seasons 

 The wonderful and skilled team that we work beside here in Mango 

  

 
  

Click Here to Join our Support Team or Give a One-Time Gift 

See Photos on the Photo Blog 
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