
Good Chilly Mornin' To Ya!  (at least it is here as I write...), 

We've now experienced our first snows (yep about 4 different days' worth) in Ohio - and 

unlike in CO (where it could snow one day and be back in the upper 60's the next) so far, 

it's just been cold and colder with each snow.  But none is accumulating yet. 

However, in the midst of the cold, God has warmed our hearts regularly! 

Praises: 

1. Since the Trunk-Or-Treat, we've sent notes to each attendee but no responses.  

Unfortunately a decision was made to not include addresses on our contact form this year, 

so I don't have addresses to go to in order to more greatly encourage follow-up 

interaction. 

But we have been encouraged by a few new children coming to our Wed. Word of Life 

program. 

 

 

2. I (Sam) had my final November meeting on the Council of 18 of the GARBC in Illinois.  

I can now drive to the Chicago area in about 5 1/2 hours instead of needing to fly in from 

out west. 



 

3. We had our first annual "Pie 'n Praise" service at First Baptist last Sunday night.  It was 

a wonderful two hours of fellowshipping together and then voicing our praises to God for 

His attributes, special Bible verses for us, ways God had provided materially and/or in 

some sort of encouragement and comfort in a time of need, and finally how God had used 

someone to minister to us over the past year.  It was (as it so often has been in previous 

churches) a most powerful service with many tears of joy in how God had worked and in 

how He had used other persons to be a comfort and blessing to us. Comments were SO 

encouraging from the service!  (The seating picture is how we sat to be able to share with 

one another.) 

 



4. What a delight it was to host a three-church combined Thanksgiving service two 

days later (Tuesday night).  Berea Baptist and Abram Creek Baptist came over for a 

singing and praising and preaching service. Great fellowship and lots of fun and a 

message from Luke 17 with the 10 lepers - only one returned to give thanks. 

 

5. On Thanksgiving Day, we had our first annual (for Ohio) Turkey Bowl flag football 

game.  Two days before the event, the weather forecast had predicted rain almost all day 

and had gone on the hourly forecast from light rain to rain for the exact hours of our game 

(9:30-11 a.m.).  From 7 to 9 a.m. we had zero rain!  It was great for my final set up of 

markers and setting out the flags, etc.  But it did start to misty rain at 9:15 a.m. and 

continued a slight rain (not much at all) for the next two hours.  I'm sure the rain and cold 

kept a number of persons from joining us (at least three of my "I'm planning to come" 

prospects did not make it), but we still had 9 players - of which two were Catholic guys 

(one is a neighbor and the other is a door-to-door contact) who both wrote texts after the 

game about how much they enjoyed the event!  The Gospel was shared, but equally as 

important, a stronger relationship was built.  Please pray for Sean and Chris who played; 

but also for the others who didn't make it. One thing nice about such an event is that it 

gave me opportunity to revisit their homes multiple times to clarify things (such as whether 

we were still gonna play in the rain) and interact with them. 

6. One super duper fun thing that happened 

on Thanksgiving morning, just before the game was to begin, was that our youngest 



daughter, April, sneaked into Ohio from Colorado without telling us (about midnight on 

Wed.) and stayed with a deacon couple here before showing up at the football game 

ready to play!  Tears of joy to see her again and be able to hug on our favorite youngest 

daughter!  She has another day to stay as I write. 

 

Please pray: 

a. For our Christmas musical outreach on Dec. 17th (Friday) with a children's 

presentation and a number of songs, and a message. 

b. For our Christmas Eve service.  Not sure what to expect in this heavily Catholic city, 



but looking forward to it! 

c. For wisdom as we seek to make more inroads with non-Christians in our area over the 

winter months. 

d. For a 24-year-old lady (R) who was shot twice while trying to shield her friend (who 

was driving) from 

bullets shot at the car as they were driving away from irate female co-workers.  R was not 

the intended target but has two bullets still in her (one in shoulder and one in leg).  R's 

children attend our Word of Life program as a result of a lady from our church (Sara) 

driving quite a distance to East Cleveland to pick them up.  Sara 

organized a birthday party and gift event for R whose birthday was the day after the 

shooting.  (R wanted me to feel the bullet in her shoulder which is bulging the skin. Kinda 

weird, to say the least!)  Sadly, R's friend died at the scene. Pray for healing and for 

spiritual input! 

e. For Darlene's and my discipleship of persons here one-on-one:  Lynn, Morrigan, 

George, Matt. 

f. We're still a bit short in our monthly support - since we left Colorado.  If you would pray 

for God to meet that need, we would be SO grateful! 

 

Have a great Lord's Day tomorrow and a Spirit-filled and blessed Christmas season!  We 

certainly appreciate all your prayers on our behalf! 

 

For HIS glory, 

 

Sam and Darlene Farlow 
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