
MARY AMESBURY:   July 7, 2020 

 

Dear Coworkers in Christ, 

 

In the past few days I've been thinking and praying about Campus Bible Fellowship ministry in the fall.  I don't 

feel like I can be tentative in regards to ministry.  If I am not bold and willing to risk, I may not have a ministry 

left when COVID-19 has passed. Let me share some of my thoughts with  you. 

 

Online approaches like my You Tube channel, text messaging, and Zoom Bible studies are good supplements 

but not enough to sustain the CBF ministry at Cleveland State University.  Because of our unique dynamic, we 

don't have strong ties between students that would hold the group together. No Bible studies are going on this 

summer.  Students are otherwise engaged. 

 

Cleveland State University will be offering about half their course load on campus - focusing on classes that are 

best taught in person and classes for freshmen. Classes will be limited to 30 people or fewer. They will try to 

manage how many people are on campus at any given time. 

 

I'm guessing that there won't be designated space for student organizations to meet, there won't be the events 

that we often make connections with students at, and there won't be opportunities for tabling in the student 

center because it would impede traffic flow.  As a community member (rather than a student or faculty/staff 

member), I may not be allowed on campus. 

 

Yesterday I learned that ICE could deport international students who don't have any in-person classes.  

Although my ministry at Cleveland State does not revolve around internationals, many of my CBFI team 

members work extensively with internationals. 

 

Due to several large and unexpected gifts from churches this past spring, I am well supplied financially and 

could be in a position to rent a storefront across from the Student Center on a "pop up" basis for 17 weeks.  The 

owner and the real estate agent are willing to entertain the idea. We will meet at the space on Thursday 

morning at 8:30 am.  Please pray that if God would have CBF have this space for the fall semester that He 

would throw the door open wide and if He has other ideas that He would slam the door shut just as mightily. 

 

The space would be used for group Bible study, small group Bible studies and as a hospitality/study space.  The 

idea would be to create a space that students want to come to.  The front window would be used for sharing the 

Gospel and creating contacts for CBF.  Oddly enough, the empty storefront is right next to the Christian Science 

Reading Room. 

 

So I ask you to pray with me and ask that the Lord would make His direction for the fall abundantly clear.  I 

don't want my plans; I will only be satisfied with His. 

 

In Christ, 

Mary Amesbury 

 

No Flinch Faith - Romans 4:20-24 

 


