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Congratulations Sally! 
 

We are very pleased to announce that Sally 
Messner, Holy Cross Director of Worship & 
Music, has accepted an invitation to join the 
advisory council for the Institute of Liturgical 
Studies, an ecumenical conference on liturgical 
renewal that has been meeting for more than 
seventy years. The Institute connects church 
leaders, congregations, and other partners in 
caring for the church's liturgy, nurturing and 
forming those who lead liturgy and song. In 
her role on the advisory council, Sally will help 
shape the annual conferences that seek to 
transform the Church through worship. The 
Institute is held annually during the second 
week of Easter on the campus of Valparaiso 
University. 

[spiritual] 

Experiencing God in the Gospel of Luke 
 

Coming this Lent! Stay tuned for special Bible Studies, devotionals, and more! 
This Lent, we also plan to feature the return of in person worship on: 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday worship on March 2 at 7:30 pm. 

Sacred Conversations: 
Examining Systemic  

Racism 
 

Don’t miss out on this exciting  
opportunity to participate in a  
series of six conversational and  

educational sessions around systemic racism. 
The series will run on Mondays, Feb. 21, March 
7 & 21, April 4 & 25, 7-8:30 pm. Registration 
closes on Feb. 7th.  
 

The sessions will be led by Virginia Winters, an  
equity consultant with a seminary degree in 
Christian Education, co-facilitated by Mary  
Foster and Lunice Clay. Please contact either 
Mary or Lunice with any questions. 

 Ash Wednesday 

 Wednesday nights 

 Maundy Thursday 

 Good Friday (noon and evening) 

 Easter Vigil 

 Easter Sunday 

https://www.valpo.edu/institute-of-liturgical-studies
https://www.valpo.edu/institute-of-liturgical-studies
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Even a Broken Clock.... 
 

Not long ago, I recorded a Daily Message where I talked about how wonderful it 
can be to practice daily prayer and bible reading. In that message, I mentioned 
several resources that you can use to help you in your devotional practices, one of 
which is the website Our Daily Bread. After that video went live, I received the 
following email: 
 

Dear pastor, 
 

Today, in your daily message, you highlighted the importance of daily prayer and suggested Our 
Daily Bread as a good website that encourages daily prayer. A couple of years ago you suggested that I 
might like that website. At your suggestion I now start every morning with Our Daily Bread. Thank you! 
It has become a very important part of my day and has increased my faith in God. 
 

Well. How about that. 
 

I didn't come up with the idea of Daily Devotions. They were passed on to me by one of 
my pastors, who got the idea from someone else, who got the idea from someone else, on 
and on in a chain that stretches back to Jesus, who was faithful in the practice of spending 
time alone with God. Daily Devotions are an ancient spiritual practice that has changed not 
just my life, or the life of the person who wrote that email, but the lives of millions and 
millions of people before us, and I'm sure this practice will change the lives of millions who 
come after us. I hope and pray that you are one of those. 
 

You can find devotional booklets at church in the Narthex on the bookshelf. Take one, 
they're free. Or you can visit Our Daily Bread at odb.org and read their devotions. You can 
even have one emailed to you every day for free! 
 

I invite you join in the practice of daily prayer and bible reading. As you can see, it's a 
powerful spiritual practice, and I know it will bless your life and our world. 
 

                 - Pastor Scott 

Mother Hubbard Preschool 
 

The winter season is off to a great start at the pre-
school. We have built a snowman, ice skated and had 
a snowball fight. We did this all in the classroom 
without real snow and ice. Pretend snow and ice can 
be just as fun as the real thing. We are looking for-
ward to celebrating Valentine’s Day and learning 
about dinosaurs this month.  

http://odb.org/
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Sunday School Hallway Renovation Update! 
Although it may seem like the hallway renovations have been done for some time, it took 
some time, hard work and extra love to put our personal stamp on each space.  

In the Godly Play room we set the 
liturgical scene, created a welcom-
ing space for kids to wonder, learn 
and create. The kids are really en-
joying making it their own!  
 

In the Kids Kingdom space we 
have begun teaching confirmation. Even though this space hasn’t 
been used regularly just yet, we are finding new and exciting ways 
to use this space often.  
 

While the youth room has been a huge undertaking, it has been a project of love, hard 
work and persistence! The youth, myself and our amazing volunteers have put their unique 
touch on basically everything in this room. We’ve redone the cabinets, put together the 
couch and tables, and did A LOT of painting! Overall, it has been a great bonding  
experience for everyone involved. Even though there are future projects still in the works, 
all the youth, kids, volunteers and outside groups are enjoying the newly renovated spaces.  

              Godly Play                                    Kid’s Kingdom                                      Youth Room 
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Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Mary Ann Asher Mike Hefner Ellie Leverenz Walt Smith 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

Joe Beckerman 
Norma Beckerman 
Linda Behringer 
Nancy Benoit 
Joyce Bigelow 
Cathy Buchfinck 
Ps. Lauren Kirsch-Carr 
Laurie Davis 
Janel DeVries 
Marti Enzmann 
Ps. Sean Ewbanks 

Ron Ferrari 
Rene Foster 
Harvey Gist 
Maureen Hatteberg 
Linda Haught 
Ronald Haught 
Don Hughes 
Gael Ivanec 
Doris Johnson 
Eric Kuuttila 
Herb Lewis 

Nancy Mikesch 
Michelle Memran 
Ben Miller 
Doris Miller 
Carl Molnar 
Pete Moundros 
DJ Noechel 
Larry Parsley 
Sherri Parsley 
Jerry Ransom 
Steve Rea 

Kristyn Resconich 
Carol Robinson 
Alice Santo 
Earl Scherbarth 
Linda Schrecengost 
Judy Smith 
Ted Snider 
Susan Sullivan 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

                                  The Micah 6 Community in Pontiac has been in our sights at Holy 
                                  Cross since the fall of 2019. We were first introduced to the  
                                  Community through the Mission Endowment Committee at Holy  
                                  Cross. The interviews and research of the Committee, led to a visit by 
Dylan Pyeatt, the spiritual leader of the Micah 6 Community.  
 

We have taken that first meeting and built a relationship with Dylan, and others of the  
Micah 6 Community. We have only just started to know some of the neighbors in Pontiac. 
But we have grown to care for them and to share with them warm meals and fellowship on 
Sunday evenings, throughout the year.  
 

In 2022, the Micah 6 Project team has committed to serving 8 meals through the year, to 
the folks in Pontiac. This is the same amount that we served in 2021. We’d like to invite 
others to join us in this ministry. It has been so very heart-warming and rewarding to all of 
us involved, that it only makes sense to share this with others. We will serve on 1/30, 3/27, 
5/29, 6/26, 7/31, 9/25. 10/30, and 12/25 (TBD). 

(continued next page) 
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Council Corner 
 Our Mutual Ministry and Council Executive Committee will be conducting staff evalu-

ations this month. These check-ins with our staff help to keep lines of communication 
open, allow staff members to express any particular joys or concerns in a support-
ive environment, and provide an opportunity to set goals for the upcoming year. The 
Mutual Ministry Committee consists of Melodie Provencher, Bill Coughlin, Mary Fos-
ter, and the newly-appointed Clayton Scholz. Please express your gratitude to them for 
providing this important service. 

 

 The air handler to repair our ailing sanctuary air conditioner could not be installed im-
mediately after Christmas due to parts unavailability. Installation will be scheduled 
when the parts are in. Thanks to Linda Bozgan, Joan Onkka, and Eric and Jim Haupt 
for cleaning up the installation area so it's ready for the new air handler. 

 

 We have had a couple of roof leaks on the east side of the building and the Fellowship 
Hall that are resisting spot repairs. Jeff Washburn has been soliciting quotes for a more 
comprehensive repair/replacement and should be presenting those to Council and the 
Capital Improvement Committee soon. 

 

 The 2022 Mission Endowment Committee has been appointed by Council. Returning 
members are Rose Dillon, Susan Scholz, and Kathy Weaver, who will be joined by 
Mary Foster and Kathy Willman. May God bless their work as they consider how our 
Mission Endowment proceeds can best be used in service to our greater community! 

 

 Please consider volunteering to serve on Council. We could use some fresh insights, 
and two of the outgoing members of Council are term-limited and cannot serve again. 
Speak to any Council member or Pastor Scott for more information or if you're willing 
to run. 

(Micah 6 continued ) 

One of the ways that you could share might be by helping to serve meals to our friends in 
Pontiac. Even just planning the menu for one of the meals is helpful. We can help out in 
gathering a crew of volunteers to help prepare. Or perhaps, you might offer donations of 
prepared food, canned goods, or containers for the meals, napkins, plastic-ware, cups with 
lids, paper plates, gloves, even dollars can help. It’s all part of the process and any amount 
of help is always appreciated.  
 

Please watch for further updates in our efforts with the Micah 6 Community. If you have 
any questions, or suggestions, please contact Tami Klopfer or Dennis Walker for any  
assistance.  
 

Love Mercy. Do Justice. Walk humbly with God.  
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  Altar Flowers 
  For February 

 

February 6  Phil Capion 
February 13 –27 Please sign up! Lectors 8 am/10 am 

 

February 6 Carol Schrecengost (8 am) 
  Kathryn Hall (10 am) 
February 13 Jack Keck (8 am) 
  Karen Berean (10 am) 
February 20 Karen Tulpa (8 am) 
  Susan Morman (10 am) 
February 27 Tami Klopfer (8 am) 
                        Shari Dudek (10 am) 
 

Altar Guild 
 

February 6 LGPT Crew (8 am) 
  Please sign up! (10 am) 
February 13 LGPT Crew (8 am) 
                        Peggy Hefner (10 am) 
February 20 LGPT Crew (8 am) 
  Please sign up! (10 am) 
February 27 LGPT Crew (8 am) 
  Please sign up! (10 am) 

for 
FEBRUARY 

Communion Celebration 
 

In lieu of our recent communion classes, 
we would like to take the time to celebrate 
those that participated. Our hope is to cele-
brate on Sunday, Feb. 27th (Transfiguration 
of our Lord) at the 10 am worship service 
with a short “ceremony”, receiving Holy 
Communion, and a yummy cake to follow.  
 

We acknowledge that we may have to post-
pone, due to the pandemic. In that case, 
Easter Sunday, April 17th will be our alter-
nate date. I look forward to joining you in 
this celebratory occasion!  
 

Kim will be offering a short “review sesh” 
after the 10 am worship service on Sunday, 
Feb. 13th in the music center.  

Due to the pandemic, the SEMI Honoring Women  
Banquet for 2022 has been canceled. 
 

BUT: Holy Cross Circles continue to meet for bible study 
and fellowship. Please consider joining one of these groups. 
Times and leaders are as follows: 
Ruth: 2nd Mon., 10 am - Betty Ingraham, 248-376-9066 
Rachel: 2nd Mon., 1 pm - Trudy Rigg, 734-522-3123 

     Esther: 2nd Thurs, 10 am - Nancy Tierney, 734-427-5381 
     Lydia: 4th Tues., 7 pm - Lynda Ashbay, 734-765-8344 
 

For more information, contact President Jean Medlen, 734-469-4275 or  
                                                V. President Joan Onkka, 248-957-8729. 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

March 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

is set for  
February 21 

      Book Club News 
 

         Our book for February is  
                              Out of the Easy  
                               by Ruta Sepetys. Join us 
in The Abbey on February 10, 2:30 pm, for 
a discussion. Contact Joan Onkka if you 
would like a copy. We have plenty to share!  

 I am proud to say that we have 9 youth and 3 adults attending 
the Charge, now moved to November...Covid. For those of you 
asking, what is the Charge?! The Charge is an event that at-

tempts to bridge this gap by providing a powerful faith community where students grades 6
-12 can grow in faith, engage in service, and develop leadership skills; all while enjoying the 
amenities of Great Wolf Lodge. Participants at Charge are equipped and empowered to 
learn, lead, laugh, and love as an expression of their faith in Jesus. Worship, small groups, 
congregational time, workshops, recreation options and an outdoor campfire camp style are 
all elements of this powerful gathering of community!                  
 

     ~ Kim Rowe, Director of Youth & Family 

Save the Dates 
Worship and Fine Arts SUMMER CAMP 
August 8-11, 2022, 9 am - 3 pm 
St. John Lutheran Church, 23225 Gill Rd., Farmington Hills 
www.heartshandsvoices.org/elbatkie@gmail.com 
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