
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
November 2021 Newsletter 

Phone:  734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website:  www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor:  Rev. Scott Seeke 
Director of Worship & Music:  Sally Messner 
Intern Pastor:  Morgan Walker 
Ministers:  The disciples at Holy Cross 

18th Annual  
Advent by Candlelight 

Tuesday, December 7, 6:30 pm 
 

In the busy season leading up to celebrating the 
birth of Jesus Christ, we present an evening of 
worship, entertainment, food and fellowship. 
This program is for all members of Holy Cross 
and their friends. We do ask that people sign up 
to host a table. This means decorating the table 
and providing an appetizer and a dessert to 
share. Paper plates, napkins and punch are pro-
vided. We also ask those who want to attend to 
sign up so that arrangement can be made for 
assigned seating. Please join us in ushering in 
this joyful season. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by the Silver String Dulcimer Society.  
Questions? Joan Onkka at 248-957-8729. 

Deck the Halls! 
and the Sanctuary, Narthex...  

Sunday, November 21,  
following 10 am Worship 

Help is needed putting up and decorating 
trees, hanging wreaths and more! A light 
lunch will be provided. All are welcome to 
help get Holy Cross ready for Advent and 
Christmas! 

                        Poinsettias to be placed in the 
                          sanctuary on Christmas Eve  
                            may be ordered beginning   
                                     November 28.  
       Watch the weekly email for details. 

Congregational Budget Meeting 
Sunday, November 14,  
after 10 am worship. 

Watch for details in the Happenings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Daylight Saving Time  
ends November 7th. 

New directory coming soon! 
Have you moved, changed your email address, 
updated your phone number...? Please call or 
email the office your updates ASAP! 
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All Saints in COVID 
 

The first Sunday in November will be All Saints Sunday, on which we remember 
those we love who have died. This year, we do so with the added layer of 
COVID, and all the grieving that comes with that. Grief upon grief. So what do 
we do? 
 

We do the same things the people of God have done for thousands of years. We 
will cry, remember, pray, all those things. But on All Saints Sunday, we will do so 
in worship. And we will also have a Blue Christmas worship on December 19th. 
Both of these are times of grief, but they are worship. So are funerals. Why? 

Because it is helpful to worship when we are grieving. It is helpful to remind ourselves that 
God is still God, that death is not the end, that Jesus is still risen and the tomb is still 
empty. And one of the best ways to do that is worship.  
 

Whatever grief you may be experiencing, you are welcome every Sunday at Holy Cross, and 
especially on All Saints Sunday, November 7th. And if you know someone who would find 
worship that day helpful, invite them. Even if they don't come, they'll be glad you asked, 
and it'll make their lives a little better. That's all we can do in times of grief: we can't fix it 
or make it go away, but together, in the presence of God, we can  make it a little better. 
 

God bless you all, Pr. Scott 

 

A few hymns we will no longer sing and why  

(This article includes a discussion of sexual and spiritual abuse.) 
We all have hymns that we love, some we can even sing from memory—they help us re-
member important people in our lives and connect us with God’s love and God’s Word in 
that special way that music can do. 
 

For all of the good that music brings us, it can also cause harm, reminding someone of a 
traumatic time or situation in their lives. Because the church strives to be a safe space, we 
want to make sure that the hymns we sing are welcoming and not inflicting further harm 
on people. 
 

Tragically, the music of one well-known American hymnwriter currently has the potential 
to cause a great deal of trauma. Musician and composer David Haas has been accused of 
sexual and spiritual abuse by more than 50 girls and women.  
 

GIA Publications announced that they will no longer publish Haas’ music. Into Account, an 
organization that supports abuse survivors and allies in Christian contexts, has released a 
short video (tinyurl.com/y3ep62y5) interviewing more than a dozen of Haas’ victims.  
 

Out of love for our neighbors who have survived abuse, and in solidarity with Haas’s vic-
tims, we will no longer sing “Blest Are They,” “Now We Remain,” “We Are Called,” and 
“You Are Mine.” At Holy Cross we will continue to sing contemporary hymns from other 
living hymnwriters.  Sally Messner, Director of Worship and Music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgLpXrs2FNI
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The Making of  a Pastor - Part I 
 

We are blessed at Holy Cross to be able to contribute to helping Morgan Walker prepare 
herself to be an ordained Minister of the church! Intern Pastor Morgan Walker is working 
towards a Master of Divinity Degree. A MDiv degree prepares individuals for Pastoral min-
istry in the church. Students are exposed to theology’s various disciplines and equipped to 
integrate what they learn in the classroom with real world experiences encountered through 
field work.   
 

The program can be described as a ladder whose timed events occur through two  
processes. 
Candidacy (Word & Sacrament) and Seminary. (The 2 legs of the ladder) 
 The rungs of the ladder represent the events in the processes 

The entrance of Candidacy occurs at the same time as applying to Seminary,  
Candidacy Endorsement occurs in the second year of core education.  
Candidacy Approval happens during the Seminary internship process 
Candidacy Ordination with Graduation from Seminary (as a Pastor takes 
their first call.) Intern Pastor Morgan’s target Graduation is in May of 2023. 
 
 

 

The 2+2 structure of Trinity’s 
MDiv program is unique 
among ELCA seminaries. Dur-
ing the first 2 years of full-time 
study, students take classes on 
campus.   During the second 
two years, students live and 
work at their internship sites. 
In Intern Pastor Morgan’s case, 
we’re blessed that it’s Holy 
Cross!   
 

Next month we’ll dive a little 
deeper into the process by re-
viewing some details about the 
Internship process itself. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
The Internship Committee: Jeff Hatteberg (Chair), Linda Bozgan, Wendy Piasentin,  
                                            Carol Schrecengost, Kathy Weaver, Bill Weaver  
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Recently, we have begun First 
Communion classes! During 
our time together, we have dug 
deeper into what Holy Com-
munion is, how it is connected 

to the Bible through particular scripture and 
what place it has in our everyday lives. Not 
only have we been able to learn about Holy 
Communion with families after worship, but 
we have also incorporated it into our weekly 
Godly Play sessions. I look forward to what 
the next few weeks will bring in our journey 
through Holy Communion!  
    ~ Kim Rowe, 
        Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Edna Duffy Mike Hefner Ellie Leveranz  

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Karen Anastasiow 
Mary Ann Asher 
Joe Beckerman 
Norma Beckerman 
Linda Behringer 
Nancy Bemoit 
Joyce Bigelow 
Cathy Buchfinck 
Ps. Lauren Kirsch-Carr 
Gary Cox 
Karin Pearson-Crabtree 

Janel DeVries 
Marti Enzmann 
Ps. Sean Ewbanks 
Ron Ferrari 
Raymond Gerard 
Harvey Gist 
Maureen Hatteberg 
Linda Haught 
Ronald Haught 
Don Hughes 
Gael Ivanec 

Doris Johnson 
Archie Minard-Julien 
Eric Kuuttila 
Steven Marr 
Michelle Memran 
Carl Molnar 
Pete Moundros 
Arthur Pantel 
Sherri Parsley 
Terri Racklin 
Pam Rahaley 

Steve Rea 
Carol Lempke-Robinson 
Alice Santo 
Earl Scherbarth 
Linda Schrecengost 
Sue Sullivan 
Walt Smith 
Ted Snider 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Mother Hubbard Preschool 

 

Preschool is in full swing! Our friends are 
learning so many new things, and having lots 
of fun along the way. In November we will 
work on Nursery Rhymes and talk about 
Thanksgiving. We are looking  
forward to a great November! 
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A Great Big Thank You! 
 

Our annual rummage sale was a HUGE suc-
cess! Thank you to all who helped sort, price, 
bake, sell and clean up. We made a profit of 
$6,346, which all things considered is awe-
some! We will decide which organizations are 
recipients at the November WELCA Board 
Meeting. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
Susan Scholz, chairperson 

LWR Quilts 
 

The quilting group, Arlene Fedoroff, Nancy 
Asselin, Beth Hare, Joan Onkka, Karen 
Schreve, Susan Scholz, DJ Noechel and 
Carolyn Elliott, worked overtime to make 
41 quilts to send to Lutheran World Relief. 
The quilts were blessed before being boxed 
and shipped out with the care packages. A 
big THANK YOU to these ladies!  
 

Come and join us on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month a 10 am. We break for lunch 
and stay until 2 pm. There is something for 
everyone to do and help. 

Many Thanks! 
 

The WELCA Board assembled 65 personal 
care kits to send to LWR. Thank you to 
everyone who donated item and/or money 
to purchase needed items. 
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  Altar Flowers 
  For November 

 

November 7  Please sign up! 
November 14  Please sign up! 
November 21  Please sign up! 
November 28  Please sign up! 

Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

November 7 Carol Schrecengost 
  Jan Wheeker 
November 14 Jack Keck 
  Cara Nims 
November 21 Carol Schrengost 
  Kathryn Hall 
November 28 Tami Klopfer 
  Cara Nims 
 

Altar Guild 
 

November 7 Please sign up! 
November 14 Please sign up! 
November 21 Kathryn Hall 
November 28 Please sign up! 

QUILTING BEE 
 

Join us to quilt on... 
 

November 18 
This dedicated group of ladies continues to 
meet monthly to cut and assemble quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. Anyone is welcome 
to join at any time. Kits are also available 
for home assembly. Just let us know if you 
would like one. Please join us for this much 
loved ministry! Questions? Contact Susan 
Scholz, 248-974-8899. 

for November 

Mark your calendar 
 

December 19 - Blue Christmas 
 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 
 4 pm - Family Candlelight Worship 

 6 pm - Candlelight Worship 
 8 pm - Candlelight Worship 

Crop & Craft 
 
 

November 27, 11 am - 10 pm 
 

Come craft the day away! Whether you like 
to scrap, crop, bead, knit or something else, 
come when you can and leave when you 
must. Bring your lunch, snacks and some-
thing to drink, we typically order out for 
dinner.  

Questions? Contact Shari Dudek. 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Fellowship Servers  

for November 
   

November 7 8 am   Please sign up! 
                       10 am  Please sign up! 
November 14 8 am   Please sign up! 
                       10 am  Cong. Meeting 
November 21 8 am   Please sign up! 
                       10 am   Decking Halls 
November 28 8 am    Please sign up! 
                       10 am    Lydia Circle 

December 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
is set for  

Nov. 19th 

Fellowship Events 

      Book Club News 
 

         Our book for November is  
                              I Am Malala, by Malala   
                              Yousafzai. Join us in  
The Abbey on Nov. 18, 2:30 pm, for a  
discussion. Contact Joan Onkka if you 
would like a copy. We have plenty to share!  

 in the Sanctuary 
Friday, Nov. 19 

 7-9 pm 
Come make music and conversation!  

Refreshments and Wifi provided. 
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