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NEW Mask Ministry Team
With all that is happening around us, many are
looking for ways to help, from home. Our new
Mask Ministry is presently headed up by Peggy
Hefner, and consists of JoAnne Donfried,
Pat Ferrari, Mary Foster, Marilyn Grable,
Lisa Grimble, Tami Klopfer, Sue Scherbarth,
Judy Snider and Rachel Yost. Most of the
supplies, fabric, thread and elastic, are donated
by the team members. Elastic has been a challenge to find. If you have supplies you would
like to donate, or you are interested in helping,

Annual Flower Sale
The Flower orders
have been placed and
should arrive in time
for Mother’s Day.
Orders can be picked
up on Saturday, May
9th, between 10 am and 1 pm. Please follow
social distancing rules and remember your mask!
Contact Susan Scholz, 248-974-8899, for details.

(continued on pg. 5)

Hymn Notes from Sally
Worshipping via livestream you may have noticed we’ve often sung hymns for the psalms this
month. Metrical paraphrases are one creative way to sing these first songs of the Bible, offering rich
imagery and poetic rhymes. At least two of our psalm texts sung in May were written by Isaac
Watts (1674-1748), an English hymn writer, theologian, and minister. Watts wrote over 600 hymns
and psalm paraphrases. Evangelical Lutheran Worship includes ten hymns by Watts, perhaps the best
known being “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (Psalm 90), “Joy to the World” (Psalm 98), and
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”
In his collection Hymns and Spiritual Songs (1707), Isaac Watts included his reasons for singing
hymns in addition to the psalms. He also published The Psalms of David (1719), where many of his
metrical psalm paraphrases are interpreted through a Christian lens.
(continued on pg. 3)
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I don't even know where to start.
My last newsletter article was written before this pandemic started, and it feels
like a lifetime ago. I literally cannot recall what I was doing before this lockdown
started. Planning Easter, maybe? Probably. GPS? Newcomer Program? I have no
idea. It feels like a curtain has come down in my memory, a divider between
"before coronavirus" and "after coronavirus," and it's a pretty thick curtain. My
memories of the other side are hazy, at best. At worst, they're gone. Just...gone.

And I don't know when this will end. I have no idea. But if I was a betting man, I would
wager that we will continue to have new cases of this virus for a year or two. That's right:
a year or two. I could be wrong, I've been wrong too many times to count, but that's my
expectation. I don't know what that means, though. I don't know if that means more
lockdowns, a rough economy, I have no idea. But that's what I'm planning for.
What do we do when we don't know what's coming?

We take it one day at a time. That's what we're doing at Holy Cross: taking things one day
at a time, as they come. We can't go any faster than that. Today, as I write this, we do not
have a date set to resume public worship. By the time you read this, we might. Or the
lockdown could have been extended, or who knows. Nobody does. So what do we do?
We take it one day at a time.
You're been incredibly patient so far, and I thank you for that. I hate to say it, but I'm
asking you to be more patient still. All we can do is take this one day at a time. This
pandemic is just changing too quickly to do anything else. But one thing has not changed:
Jesus is still risen! The tomb is still empty. And God is with us.
Be smart and stay safe.
-Pastor Scott
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Council Corner
Council Meeting Highlights:


Council plans to continue to meet every two weeks, with one meeting each month as
the regular business meeting, and a second to discuss whatever topics are necessary to
handle during the pandemic.



We are pleased to welcome our new Director of Worship and Music, Sally Messner!



Several congregation members have expressed concerns regarding the number of people present during live-stream worship. Despite additional social distancing of choir
members, there has been continued expression of concern that suggests we have been
unsuccessful in assuaging fears for their safety. Council therefore decided to revise the
live-stream worship service to include pre-recorded music and a modified liturgy, to
minimize the number of people present. This was implemented beginning on April 26
and continue until it is safe to resume in-person worship. We are grateful to all who
have been involved in presenting the worship live-stream!



The congregational meeting originally planned for May 17 is being postponed until after we are able to resume regular, in-person activities.



The annual flower sale will move forward, with appropriate social distancing. This benefits both Holy Cross and the local greenhouse. Procedures will be modified as needed
to ensure safety.



We very much appreciate the continued financial support during this time when we
cannot receive normal offerings. The congregation is encouraged to use e-giving whenever possible; credit card offerings are more difficult to process and incur additional
fees.

(continued from front pg.)

Isaac Watts was a Congregational minister, not Anglican, and therefore firmly rooted in the
Reformed tradition, which lifted up the singing of psalms over anything else. (In the sixteenth-century Reformation, John Calvin restricted music in the church to the singing of a
cappella, unison psalms.) But Watts argued for singing hymns, not just metrical psalms, and
eventually hymn singing became the norm. Watts is considered the “Godfather of English
hymnody,” leading the way for other English hymn writers.
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Dear Members of Holy Cross,
As I reach the end of my time with you as Interim Director of Worship and Music, I want
to thank you for giving me this wonderful opportunity to serve you. When I began in Lent
of last year, I did not know how long I would be needed. I had many questions and much
to learn about Holy Cross. So many of you have helped me as we have worshiped and
celebrated the church year together.
There have been so many fulfilling aspects to this ministry – directing the wonderful Chancel Choir of talented, dedicated singers; rehearsing with the members of the Chancel Bells
who never fail to share their enjoyment and sense of humor; planning our services with the
hard-working Worship Committee; working with an outstanding staff – Pastor Scott, Cindy
Channey and Kim Rowe – and hearing the your voices raised in song in worship each Sunday. Perhaps my greatest delight has been the joy of playing the beautiful new Allen
Hybrid organ. I will really miss leading worship from the bench each week, and hope that
you will continue to call on me when a substitute is needed.
You have given me so much - friendship, encouragement, and support. You have ministered to me by enabling me to continue to use my musical gifts. My heart overflows with
gratitude.
May the joy of our risen Lord continue to fill your hearts as we worship Him.
To God alone be the glory!
Ann C. Buland
SOLI DEO GLORIA!

Scrub Donations
I just want to say thank you again for the scrub donation announcement in the newsletter. I
have picked up between 20 and 30 sets of scrubs this week and dropped them off at the
donation bin at our main hospital in downtown Detroit.
Sometimes it is unclear where these donations end up. I am happy to report that in a meeting this week two nurse administrators who have volunteered to work one of our COVID19 clinical trials were really happy to find out they could pick-up some donated scrubs at
our central material supply. Neither nurse has worn scrubs for years and with usual stores
closed, scrubs would have been hard for them to find. I know Henry Ford is also trying to
help supply the TCF Center.
Thanks again,
Chris Neslund-Dudas
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(continued from front pg.)

contact Peggy Hefner, 248-882-2962. As of today, we have made and delivered 145 masks.
We have received additional requests from members of Holy Cross for the healthcare facilities where they work.
If you would like a mask for personal use, please let
Peggy or the office know. We will do our best to get
them to you in a
safe manner.

God's Blessings,
Peggy Hefner

Some of the masks that have
been made.

Scott Richardson and his supervisor
at Beaumont Community EMS

The Labyrinth at Holy Cross is open!
Stop by when you need a break from everything, but remember to practice social distancing if anyone else is there.
And if you have some projects you'd like to do at church, as long as you are the only one
there, go ahead. Please coordinate with Cindy so folks don't show up at the same time.
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What’s been going on in Youth and Family Ministry?
During this challenging time, I’ve been finding new ways to connect with families and
youth.
For our Godly Play parents, I’ve sent out resources each week that are based on the weekly
lectionary. These resources include daily discussion questions, scriptures and activities pertaining to the scriptures. Recently I’ve also assembled “Wilderness boxes” for each family.
These boxes included, Easter bingo, WIAGAT (Where is God in all this?) instructions,
Holy week activities, devotional, song book, communion bread recipe and instructions to
make your own palm. All of these resources have continued to allow us to “do” church at
home!

On the 6.1.2 front, we’ve stayed connected by text and an online platform called
“groupme”. We’ve discussed highs and lows and their overall feelings on how they are handling this change in everyday life. We have been enjoying our time together via video chat
(zoom), and have engaged in short devotions, games including, in home scavenger hunt,
Pictionary and hang man.
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As for our young adults, I’ve been keeping in contact with them through text. Checking in
with them has been very important as most of them have had to travel to come home for
the remainder of their school year, which is a big deal! I’m hoping to connect with them in
other ways throughout the next few weeks.

Important Notes:
Affirm Confirmation Retreat - cancelled
Confirmation Camp - cancelled
VBS - Due to the unknown timeline of returning to “normal” activities, we have decided
we will need to do VBS differently this summer! We will be planning a take home VBS option. This option will be similar to the Wilderness boxes I delivered recently. Please look
for more details and registration to come!
Please continue to pray for the youth and families of Holy Cross as they navigate their new
normal.
Kim Rowe, Director of Youth & Family Ministries

Efforts to stay connected!
Amy Rand, our contact at Coolidge Elementary and I have been in contact
the last few weeks and have brainstormed ways our mentors can stay
in touch with their Kids Hope mentee. We have decided to start a pen pal
program! Amy has reached out to the Kids Hope families and has given
them the Holy Cross address, they will write to our mentors and send
them to the church, those letters will then be sent to the mentor. We are
looking forward to seeing what our Kids Hope families have been up too!
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Monthly Ministry Highlight:

May is Foster Care Awareness Month
Foster Care during COVID-19 Fact Sheet
Samaritas is Michigan’s largest private foster care organization. We currently have almost
1,000 children in our care. Even at that level, we can still only take about 35% of the referrals that come to us, due to a shortage of foster parents.

There are currently almost 13,000 children total in foster care in Michigan. Children entering foster care numbered 106 in the first week of March 2020. During the last week of
March, that number had plummeted to almost zero. That is mostly due to the lack of oversight from mandated reporters, who are teachers, coaches, doctors, clergy, child care providers. There is also higher stress for our birth families with loss of employment, basic
needs, etc. When this changes, there will be more CPS investigations of families and more
children removed from home. However, poverty itself is not a reason to remove a child
from the home.
We need support in the community, helping people with basic needs, checking in on young
children, financial support for families. And we need new foster families because children
will need them soon. The state is asking us right now to talk with all of our foster parents
to determine capacity for new children in the next few weeks/months.
Thank you for your prayers, your donations, and your consideration of your resources and
availability to foster a child or children.
SAMARITAS COVID-19 RESPONSE FUND
Your donations to this fund will go toward things like PPE and wage increases for our
front-line workers, extra food for our shelters who are serving our clients 24/7 now, technology to keep our clients connected and learning, and other basic needs so that we can
continue to be God’s hands and feet to the most vulnerable populations in Michigan during
this crisis.
To donate online go to: www.samaritas.org/COVID-19-Crisis-Fund or
mail a check to our central office at: Samaritas, 8131 E. Jefferson Ave., Detroit, MI 48214
If you would like more information about these volunteer opportunities or would like to
schedule a speaker or tour, please contact Pastor Beth Birkholz at bbirk@samaritas.org or
(313) 400-3011. You can also learn more about all the services we offer at
www.samaritas.org.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Joe Beckerman
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Julie Branton
Kathy Buchfinck
Alexis Carr
Lynne Coughlin

Gloria Eberlein
Pat Ferrari
Ron Ferrari
Rene Foster
Maureen Hatteberg
Betty Ingraham
Gael Ivanec
Roy Koponen

Ellie Leveranz
Pastor Lindholm
Julia Machnak
Stan Machnak
Lillian May
Ben Miller
Doris Miller
Pastor Moldwin

Pete Moundros
Betty Parsley
Ann Ransom
Alice Santo
Walt Smith
Virginia Sorensen
Dave Wheeker

Edna Duffy
Joan Giese

Jack Hendrickson
Bob Noechel

Jim Otto
Nancy Painter

Those Homebound:
Yvonne Aron
Lois Carpenter

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
JoAndrea Brandt
Lois Cavanaugh

Rex Dawson

Audrey Gross

Audrey Powell

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

NEW Call In Worship Option
If someone you know doesn't have a computer to watch the live stream, they can now call
in and listen with their phone, cell or landline. They call 646-558-8656, and will then be
asked to enter a code. The code is 889 6888 5365 followed by the pound key. They will
then be asked to enter a Participant ID or just hit the pound sign again. They can now listen
to worship on their phone. This will only work during the actual worship time, 10 am until
it ends.
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What’s NEW at Holy Cross?
If you have made it this far into the newsletter, you have likely noticed a few NEW ministries taking place. In addition to the Mask Ministry the Scrub Donation Ministry, we also
have Phone Call and Delivery Ministries. Our Phone Call Ministry is a team of people that
call those in our community without computer/internet access. They try to connect weekly
and share information from the Daily Message or the Friday Happenings email, giving
those without computer access a connection to Holy Cross.
The Delivery Ministry is a group that formed as we found some of those in our community
who are considered high risk of contracting CV-19 and should not be out shopping, etc.
When we receive a call that someone needs groceries, a prescription or even a Devotion
Book from church, we contact a member of the Delivery Ministry. They then contact the
“customer” and work out what is needed and when.
The doors to the church may be closed, but we are still busy being
Gracious, Kind, Inviting and Generous!

June/July
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

May 18

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
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