Holy Cross Lutheran Church
March/April 2020 Newsletter

Sunday Worship, 8 and 10 am
March 1, 8, 22 and 29

Wednesdays
March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1

Youth Led Worship
Sunday, March 15, 2020
One Service Only at 10 am
Special Congregational Meeting
Sunday, March 8, 2020
Following 10 am worship

6:15 p.m. Light Supper
7:00 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer,
Faith Talks and Messages
March 4 - Lynda Ashbay
March 11 - Diana Davis (AA)
March 18 - Cindy Channey
March 25 - Diane Nichols
April 1 - Reconciliation: Detroit

Holy Week Schedule
on page 4.

The Holy Cross Welcome Statement includes the tenet that
“We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus
showed all people.”
So, what does Radical Hospitality mean to you…to us?
Your Church Council spent time pondering this question. Our goal, to identify behaviors that
would make it real. To shift our community to help it become closer to what Jesus asks us to be.
The Council settled on four actions or behaviors that we refer to as Common Commitments.
When embraced these commitments will help us live as Radically Hospitable people.

We commit to being Gracious, Kind, Inviting and Generous.

(continued on page 3)

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross

Phone: 734-427-1414
Email: office1@holycrosslivonia.org
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org

Welcome Sally Messner, our new Director of Music & Worship
Sally Messner grew up in a small Lutheran congregation in Griffin, Georgia,
about forty miles south of Atlanta. Her love of music and passion for the gospel
led her to Valparaiso University in northwest Indiana, where she earned a
Bachelor of Music degree in voice performance, sang in the touring choir, and
was involved in the musical and liturgical life of the campus chapel.
Following graduation, she moved to Saint Paul, Minnesota, to attend Luther
Seminary, where she earned a Master of Sacred Music degree, studying theology,
church music history, conducting, and organ.
Sally served in various roles at churches across the Twin Cities—from children’s choir
coordinator to soprano section leader to director of music. She served as hymn editor for
Lutheran Forum magazine and worked as a music editor for Augsburg Fortress. During her
time in Minnesota, Sally sang professionally with the Minnesota Chorale, the Bach Society
of Minnesota, and Vocal Essence—a group often heard on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie
Home Companion. She sang with the Oregon Bach Festival and with the Festival Ensemble
Stuttgart under the direction of Helmuth Rilling.
Sally and her family moved from Minneapolis to Dexter, Michigan, in 2014 to be closer to
family. She has served congregations in Ann Arbor, Dexter, and South Lyon. Sally’s
husband, Josh, works in communications at the University of Michigan School of Public
Health. Their daughter, Annalies, is in second grade, and their son, Simeon, is in
kindergarten.

Treasurer’s Update
Receipts vs. Expenses - Past 3 Months
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I'm still finalizing 2019 numbers, but preliminary numbers
look very promising, especially considering the investment
income from our Starfire and
Thrivent accounts. Income is
tracking fairly closely with
monthly expenditures. Please
keep up the great work supporting Holy Cross' mission
and ministry!
- Karen Brehob MacKenzie,
Treasurer
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(continued from front page)

Each week leading up to Lent a Council member will briefly explore what one of these
committed behaviors means to them. Our challenge back, to think about what it means to
YOU.
Week 1 “Gracious” - Ellen Batkie
For me, adopting a more gracious behavior is to open my eyes and heart and truly see the
other person; see them as a Beloved Child of God. And to welcome all by striving to extend good will in every situation I encounter across my daily life.
Week 2 “Kindness” - Beth Hare
One day, I went to Walmart to buy milk. I noticed a scrawny, abandoned kitten. I felt
moved to help, and before I knew it, ten complete strangers were in line with me. They
bought cat food, litter, and toys, and I went home with three packed bags of supplies to
help me care for this scrawny kitten who has been with me ever since. Kind means showing
compassion and helping everyone who crosses your path, human and otherwise.
Week 3 “Inviting” - Eric Haupt
I am not a person who finds it easy to be inviting. To extend an invitation requires me to
take a chance. It means that I have to open myself up to another person. Yes, my invitation
might be welcome, and appreciated, and it might make a person feel wanted, or important.
But my invitation might also make the person feel anxious, or uncomfortable and it might
bring me rejection, and even ridicule. So how then can I be inviting? How can I show Radical Hospitality as a representative of Holy Cross…of my Faith…of my God?
Oh, Heavenly Father, Help me to recognize that as your representative my act of being inviting is not something that I do for myself but for you. Make me sensitive to the needs of all strangers and help me to let
your light shine through me.
Week 4 “Generous” - Kathryn Hall
Being generous, for me, is about freely sharing our gifts with others. It’s not just about
money or tangible items, but sharing our time, skills, and talents; raising our voices to speak
for those who aren’t heard; using our power and privilege to seek justice; having an open
heart. Being truly generous is not just about giving what is easy. It’s stepping out of your
comfort zone and taking action to show God’s love for all people.

DON’T FORGET!

Spring Forward
MARCH 8 AT 2 AM
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HOLY WEEK 2020
April 5, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
PALM SUNDAY
April 9, 7:00 p.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY

EASTER BREAKFAST
Sunday, April 12, 8:45 – 10 a.m.

Cantata and Community worship
at Holy Trinity Lutheran

Much help is needed for this wonderful
event to take place. Whether it be setting
up the day before, baking treats or helping
with clean-up, it takes a rather large village
to pull it all off, on a morning where many
would prefer enjoying worship and time
with their family.

April 10, Noon
GOOD FRIDAY MIDDAY
Community Lutheran Worship at
Emmanuel Lutheran Livonia,
with prayers, readings and music.

Baked Goods: April 10. We need you...to
bring sweet breads, muffins, pastries and
other breakfast treats for Easter breakfast.
Please let the office know what you intend
to bring.

April 10, 7:00 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE
April 11, 7:00 p.m.
EASTER VIGIL

Set-Up: April 11, 10 am. Plan to come and
help set-up for Easter breakfast. Many
hands will make light work!

April 12, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
RESURRECTION
OF OUR LORD

Clean-up: April 12. Help will be needed
to clean up after breakfast. We are also in
need of someone to run the dishwasher!

Festival worship at both services

April 12, 8:45 - 10:15 a.m.
EASTER BREAKFAST

Please contact Kathy Weaver,
WeaverK@cintas.com, with questions.
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We Need You! Consider Becoming a Council Member….
Your Nomination Committee continues to look to congregation members to be our next
leaders on church council. We have been meeting, praying and approaching members of
the congregation, since mid-December, to consider and pray about the possibility of being
nominated to become a council member.
This is not an easy task for the nomination committee. It is difficult to approach members
and ask if they would like to be on council. Our team, to date, has approached 29 members,
23 of which have said that they are unable to be on council at this time. The others are still
pending. We understand.
Maybe we are asking the wrong people. Maybe you can help by nominating a member you
think would do a great job or nominate yourself.
How can you learn more about being one of our next council members?
 Let a Nominating Committee Member know you are interested.
 Come to one of the round table discussions during fellowship to learn more and visit
with current council members and ask questions. Round table discussion will be held
on: March 1, 2020, at 9 am in The Abbey, or
following 10 am worship in the Fellowship Hall
Review the Council Responsibilities shared in the January/February newsletter to see if this
could work for you.
You don’t have to know everything to be a Church Council member, just a desire to listen
and follow where God is leading!
We ask that the congregation continue to pray for our next leaders.
Your Nominations Committee,
Lunice Clay, Mary Foster, Andy Heise, Melodie Provencher, Susan Scholz, Tim Smith

Welcome C.J. Clark, Director of Living Water Ministries!
On March 29, Holy Cross welcomes C.J. Clark, Director of Living Water Ministries and
head of Camp Stony Lake. C.J. will be preaching that day and sharing with us the vision
they have for improved facilities that will enable them to improve their vital ministry to
children and youth. This vision is called the Table, and through it Living Waters is building a
fantastic new cabin. CJ is coming to share that vision and to ask us to donate to that effort.

The Church Council has approved a $10,000 goal for Holy Cross members. Come hear the
vision at both worships on March 29, and prayerfully consider what God is calling you to
give to this exciting and life changing project. Click here to read more about the Table, and
what you can do to help.
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Messages from Mentors
Take a look at some of the simple things our mentors do to show these
children how much someone cares for them!
Judy and Rylan had conversation about his school art club, family and his
two dogs. They also played several games including dominoes.
Allen and Colin - Allen helped Colin complete a page in his math workbook and made a Valentine’s Day card.
Ann and Logan - Logan brought a card game from home and taught Ann how to play.
They also had a chance to look through all of the past “books about me” and got to see
how much Logan has grown over the years. Ann said it was fun!
Marilyn and Cryler worked on his clock reading skills and played checkers. They also shared
many stories together.
Carol and Mya worked on the “book about me” and played the game “Headbandz”.
Rose and Sophia - Rose helped Sophia with an assignment sent by her teacher and just
enjoyed each other’s company.
Kim and Maggie -The first thing that Maggie did when seeing Kim was give her a big hug!
Maggie and Kim then enjoyed the new construction toys in the SACC room.
If you are interested in hearing more about the Kids Hope ministry, please contact Kim
Rowe or Ryan Moore

Kids Hope
Appreciation Luncheon
On January 26th we celebrated our Kids
Hope mentors with a delicious lunch. We
had conversations about how the Kids
Hope ministry has inspired both the children and the mentors throughout their time
in this ministry. Please look for some of
those stories above.
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Upcoming Events

Marc h 4 - Lenten Supper & Worship Planning
Marc h 11 - Serving Supper & Worship Planning
Marc h18 - Lenten Supper & Faith Formation
Marc h 20 - Jr. High Charge, Traverse City
Marc h 25 - Lenten Supper & Faith Formation
April 1 - Lenten Supper & Faith Formation
April 8 - Spring Break, no 6.1.2
April 15 - Dinner & Faith Formation
April 22 - Dinner & Faith Formation
April 29 - Dinner & Faith Formation

In February, six high
school youth and Kim
Rowe attended the Great
Lakes Gathering in
Kalamazoo. This was a
new location and time
frame, as for many years it was held in Lansing, during
Christmas break. The weekend was very fruitful, we participated in small groups, worship, faith tracks and congregational time. Overall, we all came back a bit sleepy but recharged to do God’s work.
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Painting at the Samaritas Family Center
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Dearborn is organizing a painting project for the Samaritas
Family Center in Westland. Any and all people who can help are welcome.
Work dates are: Saturday, March 7th and Friday, March 20th, work will start around 10
a.m. and end by 4 p.m., and they have been known to grab a burger and a beer after.
St. Paul is purchasing paint, new roller brushes, painter's tape, and tray liners. They are asking for folks to bring: roller frames (some w/extensions for the higher areas), paint trays
(again we'll pick up some liners), small containers for those who will be trimming, rags and
large tarps/sheets to cover the floors, brushes for trimming, and ladders.
If you are interested in helping,
please contact Carol Welsh from St. Paul at mayosmom@yahoo.com

Monthly Ministry Highlight:

Senior Living with Samaritas
Samaritas does so much to support children and families through our foster care, adoption,
and New American services, but did you know that Samaritas has five Senior Living
centers? They have multiple levels of care, including memory care, rehab, independent and
assisted living.
As the average age in Michigan gets higher, more of us will experience this life transition
and want to make a wise decision about where to live. Samaritas offers speakers about this
life transition for congregations or smaller groups, and we can lead tours as requested for
people who want to learn more about “the good life” at a Samaritas Senior Living facility.
Volunteer Needs:
 Cultural mentors who will be able to give New Americans guidance about daily life
in the U.S., Michigan, and their city.
 Twin-sized sheets, bath towels, and washcloths for the Family Center in Westland.
 Drivers who will take people to the church/worship service of their choice, crafters
who will teach their craft, and general visitors for Senior Living residents.
If you would like more information about these volunteer opportunities or would like to
schedule a speaker or tour, please contact Pastor Beth Birkholz at bbirk@samaritas.org or
(313) 400-3011. You can also learn more about all the services we offer at
www.samaritas.org.
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Confirmation Retreat
On May 29th-31st we will be taking part in the second half of our Confirmation retreat,
Being Created by God and Serving Others. This event will take place in a new location,
Faholo Conference Center in Grass Lake. We are asking that the parents have registration
forms filled out and returned by April 30th.

Extravaganza
The first week of February, I attended a
conference called Extravaganza in Anaheim,
California. It was so much more than a conference: it was a worship experience with
inspiring speakers, it was learning from colleagues across the country, and sharing my
insights with others, and was very informative. The Extravaganza was educational and
connected me with others. Overall, it was an
experience that I will continue to find important in the world of ministry.
~ Kim Rowe, Director of Youth and
Family Ministries

Mark your calendar
June 15-18 Inter-generational VBS

Mother Hubbard Preschool!
We are having a lot of fun at Mother Hubbard
Preschool. We are enjoying the themes of
Valentine’s Day, Dinosaurs and My Family. We
even discovered that 40 shoes can fit in a dinosaur
footprint.
Mother Hubbard Preschool is looking for people
who would like to share any talent they have with
our preschoolers. We are always looking for fresh
faces to bring new experiences to our growing
learners
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Micah 6 Team Efforts
Last February, Holy Cross was handed some
seeds to plant in Pontiac, of all places. Now
those seeds are taking root. They are small,
young roots, but they are growing stronger each day. Through Pastor Scott, and his peers,
we heard of the Micah 6 Community and the efforts of their leaders to build something out
of nothing. To take a dying neighborhood, uncover the deep needs and build
relationships in the community.
In the past year, we here at Holy Cross, have learned more about the Micah 6 Community
from Dylan Pyeatt. He is the religious leader of the “underground church”, which is an
important part of the Micah 6 Community. Dylan shared some of his story with us in
September of 2019, here at HC. And since that first visit, there has been a dedicated group
gathering here at Holy Cross, to share what we could with the Micah 6 Community.
We, as a group, have attended their worship, and have shared Body and Blood in the
“Underground Church”. We served a dinner at the end of 2019 with the church, and
members of the Community. And in 2020, Holy Cross has committed to serving four meals
to the Micah 6 Community. And there is more.
Our intention is to cultivate and grow the seeds we were given last year. We intend to lift
the Micah 6 community in prayer every week, especially every Sunday evening at 6 pm,
while they worship. We intend to work and join with them as often as we are able to. Not
only to serve dinners, but to share the Word and to sing hymns and work to help and
understand the Micah 6 Community. There is much yet to do in the Micah 6 Community.

In the very near future, we will offer a power-point presentation in the Narthex for all to
check out. We will bring more information to everyone on what the Micah 6 Community is
all about. We will include pieces from their website as well as photos from our dinner offering. We hope to have more to share with everyone very soon on plans for future service to
the Micah 6 Community as well.
We ask for all to join us in the Sunday 6 pm prayers. We ask you to help grow the seeds we
planted, and to build a relationship that sees no color, that has no borders, that listens without judgement, and walks humbly, hand in hand with our Lord. To find out more about
our team, or to see how you can help, see any member of our team.
The Micah 6 Project Team - Bill and Kathy Weaver, Tami Klopfer, Laura Baker,
Kim Thomas, Kim Chartrand, Melodie Provencher, Kathy Willman,
Ryan Moore, Shelby Haupt and Dennis Walker
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Fellowship Events
Saturday, March 14, 6 pm

Christian Fellowship will meet Tues.,
March 10, 11:30 am
at Kerby Koney Island
●●●
Tues., April 14, 11:30 am
at Olive Garden

Pizza & Game Night
in The Abbey
the 3rd Friday
of each month.
Sign up at 6:45 p.m. Open Mic 7-9 p.m.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Come make music and conversation!
Refreshments and Wifi provided.

QUILTING BEE
Mark your calendar for these
future Quilting Bee dates:
March 19 & April 16
Our last round of quilts were shipped to
Iraq on November 22, 2019. Time to make
some more!
Join this dedicated group of ladies to cut
and assemble quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. Anyone is welcome to join at any
time. Kits are also available for home assembly. Just let us know if you would like
one. Please join us for this much loved ministry! Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,
248-444-4003

Book Club News

Our book for March is
“Everything I Never Told You”,
by Celeste Ng. Need a book?
See Joan Onkka. Join us for discussion in
The Abbey, on March 19 at 2:30 pm.

Do You Like to Fix Stuff?
If you do, we have a ministry for you! Holy Cross is assembling a Property Team. It's a
group of folks who will help fix things around the church. This group is about action;
meetings will be kept to a minimum. The idea is to help you find projects around the
church that you will enjoy and that you can do on your schedule. For instance, the church
mailbox could use some attention. There are lots of other little stand-alone projects that
need doing. Curious? Interested?
Contact Ryan Moore, Property Liaison,
at ryan.moore75@yahoo.com, or 313-806-3873.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Joe Beckerman
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Julie Branton
Kathy Buchfinck
Alexis Carr
Lynne Coughlin

Gloria Eberlein
Pat Ferrari
Ron Ferrari
Rene Foster
Maureen Hatteberg
Betty Ingraham
Gael Ivanec
Roy Koponen

Ellie Leveranz
Julia Machnak
Stan Machnak
Lillian May
Ben Miller
Doris Miller
Pastor Moldwin
Pete Moundros

Edna Duffy
Joan Giese
Jack Hendrickson

Bob Noechel
Jim Otto
Nancy Painter

Betty Parsley
Ann Ransom
Alice Santo
Walt Smith
Virginia Sorensen
Dave Wheeker

Those Homebound:
Yvonne Aron
JoAndrea Brandt
Lois Carpenter

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
Audrey Gross

Audrey Powell

Those in Service to Our Country:
Matthew Conrad
Stephen Cruickshank

Tina Hiller
Cole Quirolo

Michael Rasler
Jennifer Smith

Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy
Scott Vasko

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

Dear Members of Holy Cross,
Our family was overwhelmed by all the love shown to us after the loss of my daughter,
Cheri Brooks.
Pastor Scott planned a lovely service, Ann Buland played the organ beautifully and everyone thought Barb Myers singing “On Eagle’s Wings” was so lovely. Our ladies put on
a beautiful luncheon after service. Everyone was so kind and we greatly appreciated
everything.
With love, Betty Leidal & Family
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National Quilting Day 2020
For nearly 70 years, compassionate people have put their faith into action and made quilts
for people in need around the world. And not just a few quilts – hundreds of thousands of
quilts every year. These gifts of love make life brighter, softer, and a bit more comfortable
for our neighbors around the world struggling with displacement, chronic poverty, illness,
natural disaster and conflict.
This amazing ministry is one that blesses the lives of quilters and those who receive quilts,
Join our quilters on Sunday, March 15th as they share their love of quilting. The quilters
will be serving fellowship and quilts will be available to tie.

Easter Flowers
The Chancel is always beautiful when decorated with Easter lilies, tulips and hyacinths.
Ordering envelopes will be available in the Narthex beginning March 15th. We will accept
payments of cash or checks made out to “Holy Cross”.
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, April 5th.

Thank You to everyone at Holy Cross
who purchased or donated money to
the first annual Diaper Drive. The
staff at The Methodist Children's
Home were very grateful to receive
the diapers.

To Holy Cross,
Thank you for sending me the booklets
“Journeying Through Grief”. They were appreciated and helpful with my grieving. I
have sent the prior booklets to a friend in
Florida who lost her husband. I will send the
4th and final booklets to her as well. Thank
you again for thinking of me.
Yours in Christ, Phil Capion

I feel very blessed to be a part of such
a giving and caring church family.
- Marti Enzman
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for March/April
Lectors 8 am/10 am

Communion Teams 10 am

March 1

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Carol Schrecengost
Susan Morman
Dennis Walker
Karen Berean
Youth
Tami Klopfer
Cheryl Pearson
Michael Murphy
Cara Nims
Carol Schrecengost
Kathryn Hall
Dennis Walker
Shari Dudek
Jack Keck
Lunice Clay
Tami Klopfer
Jan Wheeker

Altar Guild
March 1

March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5-26

The Wineman’s (8 am)
Mary Ann Asher (10 am)
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
The Wineman’s (8 am)
Please sign up!

Berean Team
Dudek Team
Nims Team
WELCA Team
Adams Team
Berean Team
Dudek Team
Nims Team
WELCA Team

Acolytes 10 am
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26
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Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Lily Asher
Please sign up!
Matthew Moore
Please sign up!
Lily Asher
Please sign up!
Please sign up!

Altar Flowers
For March/April

Fellowship Servers
for March/April
March 1
Lisa Grimble & Laura Sroka
March 8
Laura Sroka & Susan Scholz
March 15
Quilters
March 22
Ruth Circle
March 29
Please sign up!
April 5
Please sign up!
April 12
Easter Breakfast
April 19
Please sign up!
April 26
Rachel Circle
Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer
for this much appreciated ministry.

March 1 - April 5 Lent/No Flowers
April 12
Easter Flowers
April 19
Holy Cross
April 26
Betty Leidel/Shari Dudek
Please consider providing flowers
for the altar. Sign up on the board
hanging across from the office.

May/
June
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

April 13

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
15
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In this issue:

centered in Christ

for a journey of living lives

where people are inspired and equipped

To be a community of faith

Our vision:

God’s People Doing God’s Work

Claimed, Met, Called and Sent to be

Our mission:

30650 Six Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152-3499

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

fb.com/holycrosslivonia

