Holy Cross Lutheran Church

January/February 2020 Newsletter
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Pastor Beth

This season we are thankful for the birth of
Jesus, who is Emmanuel, which means "God
with us," and we are thankful that you are with
us. We are thankful for your presence in worship, for your service to God and neighbor inside and outside the church walls, and that you
are part of the extended family that is Holy
Cross. You are welcome here. No matter what
your age, race, gender, sexual orientation, or
any other way that society chooses to separate
people, you are welcome. You are Holy Cross,
and we thank God for you.
Merry Christmas!
~ Pastor Scott

Farewell & Reception

Diaper Collection
Throughout the month of January, a collection
container will be under the members mailboxes
to collect diapers and pull-ups for children in
foster care through the Methodist Children’s
Home. If you prefer to give a monetary donation, please use one of the pew envelopes and
mark it “Diaper Drive”. Each week collected
items will be delivered to the Methodist Children’s Home in Redford Township, to be dispersed to the foster families.

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross

Sunday, January 5, 2020
Join us as we bid farewell to Pastor Beth at both
8 and 10 am worship, followed by a
Reception. Contributions of finger foods are welcome. Contact Shari Dudek to help.

Organ Event
Sunday, February 9 at 3 pm
Join us for an organ event, sponsored by Evola
Music. Lance Luce, manager of the church organ
department at Evola Music and friends, will play
a variety of music selections from fun and upbeat
to classical, demonstrating the capabilities of our
new organ. Save the date and watch for details.
Kids Hope USA

Mentor Appreciation Luncheon
January 26 at Noon

January is National Mentoring month!! Sounds
like a great time to show our Kids Hope Mentors
how much they mean to us. Join us for lunch in
The Abbey. Hope to see all of our amazing
mentors there! Contact Kim Rowe for more info.
Phone: 734-427-1414
Email: office1@holycrosslivonia.org
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org

Some of the new things in 2019 were great, such as the new organ, the work of
the Listening Team, the ministry of Ann Buland, and Kim Rowe's expansion of
duties to work with youth, children and family ministry. There were also some
things that were decidedly not great, such as the death of Annette Jurcevic. And
some were a mixed bag, such as our sadness at Pastor Beth's resignation mixed
with our joy that she has a new call about which she is very excited.
The new things in 2020 will, I'm sure, also be a mix of good and bad. We expect
it will include good things such as new music staff and a long awaited renovation
of the rooms in the Preschool/Music Center hallway. I'm sure there will also be
unexpected blessings. We don't anticipate any big challenges, but then again, how can we?
That's not how life works. You just never know what big challenges are ahead.
What's insightful to me, though, is that as I look back on the past year, and look ahead, I
am not struck by the changes. I'm not struck by the new things, good or bad. What I'm
struck by are the constants. Cindy Channey is a rock, and our Council is fantastic, but it
goes beyond even those things. Take, for instance, the church lobby as I write this. It is
filled with Christmas presents, just like every year. Holy Cross is as generous as ever. We
are hosting more community groups than ever. We are looking for ways to make an even
bigger difference in our community and our world. All this transition, and the mission goes
on.
The mission goes on.
Whatever happens in 2020, we will be God's People Doing God's Work. We will be
Claimed, Met, Called and Sent, and be God's hands in doing that for others. And we will
be inspired and equipped to live Christ centered lives. Whatever staff we have, whatever
the church building is like, whatever joys and sorrows await, the mission will go on. God's
Reign will come in us and through us, and I'm glad to be on that journey with you in 2020
and beyond.
-Pr. Scott

Treasurer’s Update
For November, our receipts were $48,326, with $45,326 in General Operating.
Expenses totaled $29,793 with $26,152 in General Operating expenses.
That's a net gain of $18,533 for the month.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Council Corner
Our Future Together is in God’s Hands
By now you have all heard the news of Pastor Beth’s new call to Samaritas. We regret that
we won’t have the opportunity to explore where God might take us together, but we are
excited for Pastor Beth at this new opportunity. We know how passionate she is about
Samaritas and its mission. We understand that God is calling her into this new endeavor,
and pray for her as she moves forward.
We know that you may be feeling sad, anxious, uncertain, nervous, or frustrated. We have
felt many of these things, too. Holy Cross has been through many transitions in the last
several years. God has been with us throughout. We have faith that He is guiding us, and
we will see where He is leading us next.
We on the Council are working on plans for this transition and will share more information
as we have it. First will be a farewell to Pastor Beth on January 5, 2020. More information
on this event will be coming soon. Pastor Scott’s current call is as co-pastor of Holy Cross.
Pastor Beth’s departure will necessitate a modification to Pastor Scott’s call. We will be
working on developing this new call for Pastor Scott as senior pastor and will schedule a
special congregational meeting to approve the new call; the exact timing of this is not
known, but we anticipate this will take place in March.
At present, we do not anticipate significant changes in the single-pastor staffing model until
we have filled the music positions. Once the new staff have had time to settle in, we will
evaluate the best overall staffing model to keep our mission and ministry moving forward.
In the meantime, the Council will be working with Pastor Scott to provide him with interim
help and evaluate future staffing options.
Transitions are always hard, but God is with us, and all will be well. Please reach out to any
of us with questions or concerns you might have. We look forward to seeing where God is
leading Holy Cross. We ask for your prayers for both Pastor Beth and Pastor Scott, as well
as for the staff, council, committees, and ministries of Holy Cross. Together, we will move
our mission forward, and continue to be God’s people doing God’s work.
Blessings,
Your Church Council
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INTRODUCING “GPS PRESENTS …”
The GPS Leadership Team is excited to offer a new opportunity as part of our ongoing
GPS Process. Many of you have expressed interest in exploring GPS but haven’t been able
to make the weekly commitment. Many more have participated in the past and would like
to reconnect for conversation and sharing in community around faith and discipleship. We
looked for a way to expand the circle to address both. The idea that blossomed “GPS
Presents…”
"GPS Presents ..." We invite everyone to join us for self-contained modules of GPS
topics in short two - to three-week modules during the first half of 2020. Everyone means
not only you, but your friends from outside Holy Cross. The idea is to piggy-back on our
existing GPS format with topical discussions during each of the Epiphany, Lent and Easter
seasons. The initial schedule is to meet on Sundays from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm, with each
session including both large and small group discussion.





Epiphany Season series: "GPS Presents... Bible 101: The Bible in Three
Weeks" (January 19, January 26 & February 2) – Are you interested in opening
your Bible in new ways, with new insight? Think of this as a Bible primer including
a little history, a little geography, a little storytelling, and a lot of Jesus.
Lent Season series: “GPS Presents… Beyond Belief: Faith as Practice”. Dates
and duration to be determined during Lent (March 1 through March 29).
Easter Season series: “GPS Presents… In Jesus's Footsteps: Living the
Faith”. Dates and duration to be determined during the Easter Season (April 19
through May 24).

Plan now to explore with us! See you on January 19.
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PROPERTY UPDATE and REQUEST for HELP
Holy Cross Community,
This is the first edition, of what will become a regular note, updating you property issues.
Due to the age of the building, we seem to be experiencing many property issues.
This past year a required city inspection was done on the building. All of the major failures
were taken care of. However, we were left with a list of recommended repairs. They are, in
no particular order:
 Scrape and paint ceiling in the AA storage room.
 Gas meter between The Abbey and preschool needs to be painted with Rustoleum.
 East entrance needs brick repair ( Slab is ok).
 Repair rotting fascia board and re-attach gutters, at the back of the kitchen area.
 All gutters need nails pounded in and leaks fixed.
 Gutter near office needs repair ( water pours down on landscaping).
 Wall above office window needs repair. Currently, there is a bare spot.
Most of these items will need to wait until Spring, at the earliest.
Some in repairs in process are: the leak in the kitchen pantry (a roofing company has begun
work), a leak in the sanctuary (the roof is still under warranty, Bob Siegert is handling the
communication with that roofing company).
Other updated items include: the repair of a leaking toilet in the preschool (many thanks to
Cindy’s husband Mike, diagnosing and replacing the wax seal and hoses), the reversal of the
far stall door, in the women’s bathroom near the sanctuary. It now opens out.
The most important item to mention is the Building Restructuring Plan. A Facilities Use
Committee was formed, and after many meetings and discussions, a plan was presented to
the Capital Improvement Committee. The CIC tasked the Facilities Use Committee with
gathering quotes and gathering additional information. The Facilities Use Committee has
forwarded this info to the CIC. The plan is currently under consideration with the CIC.
When the final decisions have been made, the Restructuring Plan will be presented to the
congregation for discussion and approval.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: A committee is being formed to discuss the options for the
amount of time the west parking lot lights are on. This is an Eco-Awareness/Property related committee. Anyone interested in helping us gather information and creating a plan to
reduce the lighted time, please email Ryan Moore, subject line : Lighting Committee.
If you are interested in tackling any of the many tasks around the building, please email
Ryan at ryan.moore75@yahoo.com.
God Bless, Ryan Moore
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Samaritas Family Shelter
On Saturday, December 7, the youth of Holy Cross and
Emmanuel Lutheran hosted a holiday party for the residents of
the Samaritas Family Shelter. Our time there included passing
out gifts, sharing a meal and decorating cookies. We even had
Santa in attendance! Overall, it was a meaningful and humbling
act of service by our youth and adults.

Confirmation Retreat
This past November we had our first ever Confirmation
Retreat! During this event, we learned that we are created in
God’s image based on the book of Genesis. Through a series
of games, small and large group activities, and fellowship we
celebrated how God’s image makes us unique!
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Upcoming Events

January 1 - No 6.1.2, Happy New Year!
January 8 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
January 15 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
January 22 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
January 29 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
February 5 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
February 7 - 9 - High Youth attend Gathering
February 12 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
February 19 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
February 26 - Ash Wednesday, 7:30 pm (Please attend worship)

Extravaganza
From Jan 31 - Feb 5, I will be attending a conference called Extravaganza in Anaheim, California. It is so much more than a conference: it’s space to be stretched, it’s worship, it’s inspiring speakers, it’s learning from colleagues across the country, it’s sharing your insights
with others, it’s informative and transformative. The Extravaganza is renewing, educational
and will connect me with others…and will hopefully send me home strengthened for the
ministry to which I have been called. Look for updates in the next Newsletter!
~ Kim Rowe, Director of Youth & Family Ministries

6.1.2 Worship planning
On Sunday, March 15, we will be having a youth led worship at 10 am. To plan for this
event, we will be preparing on Wednesdays, Feb 12 & 19. These are part of the regularly
scheduled 6.1.2 meeting times. Please plan to have your youth in attendance at both of
these dates in February and mark your calendar for Sunday, March 15!
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Responsibilities of a Council Member….
Every year about this time, the Nomination Committee gets together and starts praying for
the next leaders of our congregation. Yep, that’s right, praying, as they begin looking for
congregation members who would like to help the Holy Spirit to lead our congregation.
When we approach members of the congregation to lead as a council member, they ask
“What are the responsibilities of a council member?” So, here is our answer to that
question. Church Council reacts to the needs of the church and is responsible for:
 The “Big Picture” of the congregation
 The Mission and Vision
 Staff Hiring
 Building Issues
 Ministry Ideas
A Council Position is a 3 year term because it usually takes about a year to become “totally”
invested in the process and procedures of council. The Church Council meets once per
month as a norm. However, there can be times when special meetings or extra meetings are
called as needed to react to the needs of the church.
Council Members specific responsibilities are to:
 Read all ministry reports
 Be a liaison to a ministry group (but not required to meet with these groups)
 Gather monthly reports from the ministry group and generate a summary
 Present ministry reports via email thread generated by the president of council
If you wish to learn more about being on council, join us at our round table discussions
during fellowship coming in the new year, or contact a member of the Nominations
Committee.
You don’t have to know everything to be a Church Council member, just a desire to listen
and follow where God is leading! We ask that the congregation pray for our next leaders.
Your Nominations Committee,
Lunice Clay, Mary Foster, Andy Heise,
Melodie Provencher, Susan Scholz, Tim Smith
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Advance Planning Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers …
Will they happen in 2020?
The Worship Planning and Fellowship Teams are making preliminary plans for Lent. Holy
Cross has typically offered light suppers in advance of midweek worship services on
Wednesdays during Lent. The suppers have been prepared by various groups of volunteers,
with groups taking one week during the season. We figure roughly four soups or salads per
week are sufficient to feed those who attend. For the past few years, we have struggled
finding volunteers to fill the slots.
The questions:
 Are you interested in the fellowship of the light suppers on Wednesdays during Lent?
 Are you part of a group, or can put together a group of four or so buddies, that could
take a week?
 If being ‘in charge’ is daunting, but you are willing to bring soup or a salad, let us know.
The five dates to fill are: March 4, March 11, March 18, March 25 and April 1.
The challenge:

The Teams will decide whether soup suppers will be part of 2020 Lent by February
5. If we do not have at least some coverage for each of the five weeks, we will consider forgoing soup suppers for this year and revisit for next year.
Willing to help? Contact Kathy Weaver who will keep track of our progress:
weaverk@cintas.com or 313-460-5189.

Happy 2020
from
Mother Hubbard
Preschool!
This time of year is busy, but so
much fun at Mother Hubbard
Preschool. We do projects, sing
songs, read books, and do activities to get ready for the Birth of Jesus. If you happen to come down the preschool hall,
you will see how our children have celebrated Jesus on the bulletin boards.
We even were blessed to have Pastor Scott come into our room to read,
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Mother Hubbard Preschool!
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Kids Hope Christmas Party
On December 16th we had our annual Kid’s Hope Christmas party! We
read a book, shared lunch, did a craft project and just had fun together!
We continue to make memories with the kids who need it the most.

Messages from Mentors
In an effort to express how important
Kids Hope mentoring is, we will be
starting a segment in the newsletter which will
highlight some activities the mentors and mentees participant in. Kids Hope is about relationships. Most of the children we work with may be having difficulties at home or school,
lack of attention in a home full of others, or just need some extra love. These simple acts
that our mentors take not only help the mentees, but show them they are special. Please
take a look into some of the simple things our mentors do to show these children how
special they are.
 Kim and Maggie had such a great time playing a small version of pool during their
meeting together! They laughed a ton and really enjoyed their time together.
 Ann and Logan had simple conversation about what they did over the weekend and
played multiple games of “spot it”.
 Rose and Sophia worked on their “all about me” book that helps them get to know
each other.
 Carol and Mya made a ginger bread man together to celebrate Christmas.
 Judy was able to listen to Ryland play his recorder and talked about caring for his
instrument.
Please pray for our mentors and students. Pray they continue to grow in their relationship
with one other. If you would like to learn more about the KH program, please contact Kim
Rowe or Ryan Moore.
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Fellowship Events
Saturday, Jan, 11 & Feb. 8, 6 pm

Christian Fellowship will meet
Tues., January 14th, 11:30 am
at Annie’s
●●●
Tues., February 11th, 11:30 am
at Steve’s

Pizza & Game Night
in The Abbey
the 3rd Friday
of each month.
Sign up at 6:45 p.m. Open Mic 7-9 p.m.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Come make music and conversation!
Refreshments and Wifi provided.

Book Club News

Our book for January is
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry,
by Rachel Joyce. Join us for a
discussion in The Abbey,
at 2:30 pm on Jan. 16th.

QUILTING BEE
Mark your calendar for these
future Quilting Bee dates:
January 16 & February 20
This dedicated group of ladies continues to
meet monthly to cut and assemble quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. Anyone is welcome
to join at any time. Kits are also available
for home assembly. Just let us know if you
would like one. Please join us for this much
loved ministry! Questions? Contact Cheryl
Pearson, 248-444-4003

12 Hour Crop & Craft
Saturday, January 11. 2020
10 am - 10 pm
Come scrap, stamp, knit, bead, crochet,
paint... whatever craftiness you enjoy. Bring
your own lunch, snacks and drinks. We
usually order out for dinner. Come for a
few, or all day!

Un-Decking the Halls

Rachel Circle’s annual Christmas purchase of “ELCA
Good Gifts” was one rooster,
ten chicks, one goat, honeybees and Farmer’s Field
School for one woman.

Join us on January 11th, at 9 am,
to take down the Christmas trees, wreaths
and other decorations.
Many hands make quick and light work!
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Joe Beckerman
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Kathy Buchfinck
Gloria Eberlein
Pat Ferrari

Ron Ferrari
Rene Foster
Maureen Hatteberg
Gael Ivanec
Roy Koponen
Ellie Leveranz
Julia Machnak

Stan Machnak
Lillian May
Ben Miller
Doris Miller
Pastor Moldwin
Pete Moundros
Betty Parsley

Edna Duffy
Joan Giese
Jack Hendrickson

Bob Noechel
Jim Otto
Nancy Painter

Ann Ransom
Trudy Rigg
Alice Santo
Walt Smith
Virginia Sorensen
Dave Wheeker

Those Homebound:
Yvonne Aron
JoAndrea Brandt
Lois Carpenter

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
Carol Mazurek

Ken Pierrard

Those in Service to Our Country:
Matthew Conrad
Stephen Cruickshank

Taylor Furda
Tina Hiller

Cole Quirolo
Michael Rasler

Jennifer Smith
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy
Scott Vasko

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

Inclement Weather Policy
As a reminder, when Livonia Public Schools
announce that schools are closed due to inclement weather,
all church sponsored activities will also be canceled.
Safety first!
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USHERS IN THE NEWS
THANK YOU David Wheeker! Dave has inspired us all as he has captained our usher
teams for the last 15 years. He will slip out of the captain’s chair at the end of
December, and we are looking for his replacement. Thank you so much for your service,
David!

Usher Teams Need You!
One of the many contributions Dave Wheeker added to the usher role at Holy Cross was
to organize four ushering teams who serve for one month, three times a year. This certainly
made sharing the duties of usher more manageable. We are at a point where we need to fill
in some open spaces on our teams and are hoping you will join the core group. Ushers play
an important role in providing a welcoming spirit and ensuring a smoothly running worship
experience. And rumor has it, these teams actually have fun as they do their work! All are
welcome. If interested, please contact Ellen Batkie at elbatkie@gmail.com or
248-497-1451.
HISPANIC LITURGY
FOR EPIPHANY

MANY THANKS to
OUR MUSICIANS!

It is especially important to acknowledge the
extra efforts and rehearsals of our Holy
Cross musicians during our Advent and
Christmas worship services. They have
given of their time and talents to lead our
worship with song and instrumental music.
Many thanks to the members of the Chancel
& Bell Choirs: Laura Baker, Ellen Batkie,
Setting 7 begins on page 175 in the front of Linda Bozgen, Kathy Buchfinck, Ann
Buland, Lunice Clay, Shari Dudek, Nancy
the ELW. We will be learning the “Gloria”
Erickson, Pat Ferrari, Beth Hare, Lisa Heise,
by Pablo Sosa, the Gospel Acclamation
Lynette Hoelter, Brianna MacKenzie, Karen
“Alleluia” by Robin Cain, the “Holy, Holy,
Holy” by an anonymous composer, and the MacKenzie, Barb Myers, Joan Onkka, Terri
“Lamb of God” from the People’s Mass of Nic- Racklin, Cathy Vickers, Elizabeth
Sarlauskas, Katie Wineman, Chuck
aragua. These portions of liturgy are simple,
Childress, Mark Erickson, Ron Ferrari,
short and easily learned. Although we will be
Andy Heise, Eric Koponen, Ben Miller,
singing in English, we hope the congregation Michael Wineman, Bob Siegert and Norm
will feel a sense of musical unity with our
Sorenson.
Christian brothers and sisters from Spanishspeaking countries.
The season of Epiphany begins on January
5th, as we celebrate the Epiphany of Our
Lord and emphasize Christ’s command to
proclaim His Gospel of salvation and light to
all nations. In keeping with this global
theme, the Worship Committee has decided
to introduce ELW Setting 7, which is drawn
from the Hispanic composers and liturgies.
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for January/February
Lectors 8 am/10 am

Communion Teams 10 am

January 5

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

January 12
January 19
January 26
February 2
February 9

February 16
February 23

Carol Schrecengost
Shari Dudek
Dennis Walker
Bill Coughlin
Jack Keck
Karen Berean
Tami Klopfer
Lunice Clay
TBA
Karen Berean
TBA
Jan Wheeker
TBA
Kathryn Hall
TBA
Cara Nims

Altar Guild
January 5 - 26
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Joyce Olivier
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!

Nims Team
WELCA Team
Adams Team
Berean Team
WELCA Team
Dudek Team
Nims Team
Adams Team

Acolytes 10 am
January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23
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Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!
Please sign up!

Fellowship Servers
for January/February

Altar Flowers
For January/February

January 5
Pastor Beth Farewell
January 12
Please sign up!
January 19
Please sign up!
January 26
Circle
February 2
Please sign up!
February 9
Please sign up!
February 16 Please sign up!
February 23 Circle
Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer
for this much appreciated ministry.

January 5
Please sign up!
January 12
Please sign up!
January 19
Leland Blaim
January 26
Joan Onkka
February 2
Please sign up!
February 9
Please sign up!
February 16 Please sign up!
February 23 Please sign up!
Please consider providing flowers
for the altar. Sign up on the board
hanging across from the office.

March/
April
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

Feb.10

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
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