
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
September-October 2019 Newsletter 

Phone:  734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website:  www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor:  Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor:  Rev. Scott Seeke 
Ministers:  The disciples at Holy Cross 

Holy Cross Annual Rummage Sale 
Save the date & your STUFF!  

 

                                  Our annual rummage sale was re-scheduled for September 13-14. We will   
                             begin setting up on Tues., Sept. 10th. Much help will be needed with set-up,        
                              sales, clean-up and baking! Please reserve some time in your schedule to lend a  
                              hand. We are also looking for clothing racks and your newspapers and plastic  
                                   grocery bags for the sale. Sign-up sheets were put in your HC mailbox, and  
                  are also available in the narthex or office. Contact Susan Scholz if you have questions. 

(cont. on page 5) 

TUNE IN  
LISTENING 

TEAM UPDATE 
 

See, hear, smell, taste and touch. 
The 5 senses given us to experience life and be 
awed by the magnificence of our Creator. Which 
is the most important? There is no right  
answer… 

Coming in October 
 

12 Hour Crop - October 5 
Quilt Blessing - October 6 

Crop Walk - October 13 
Trunk or Treat - October 25 

More info can be found inside! 

 in The Abbey 
Friday, September 13 

7-9 pm 
Under the Harvest Moon 

Come make music and conversation!  
Refreshments and Wifi provided. 

International Day of Peace 
Saturday, September 21, 11 am - Noon 

Walk our beautiful labyrinth and send up your 
thoughts, hopes and prayers for peace.  

Share a moment of silence at noon. 
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Esther Recap and What Comes Next 
 

Hopefully, you’ve enjoyed our sermon series on Esther. Both pastors certainly 
have! If you missed parts of it, you can find those parts on the Holy Cross 
YouTube channel. Go to YouTube and type in “Holy Cross Livonia MI” and 
look for our logo. 
 

Because this series and last summer’s Jonah series have gone so well, the Worship 
Committee will be conducting another experiment this fall by focusing more on 
the Old Testament. We’ll start the week after Labor Day in Genesis, the first 
book of the bible, and stop at different biblical books in chronological order until 

Advent. We will take a break from this for the usual festivals: Holy Cross Day, All Saints, 
Reformation, etc. But in between, you’ll hear some stories you haven’t before, and sermons 
preached about them. Our journey through the church year will be enhanced by visiting 
some of the great biblical passages and themes that don’t get the attention they deserve.  
 

If you would like to read more about the upcoming texts and how this process can deepen 
your faith, visit WorkingPreacher.org and click on the green “Narrative Lectionary” tab in 
the center bottom of your screen. 

GPS Starts in October 
 

Plans are underway to begin another round of GPS! Whether you’ve done 
GPS before or this would be your first time, you are invited to participate,  
regardless of where you are in your faith.  
 

If you don’t know what GPS is: GPS is awesome! It’s a community of adults that forms every 
fall to go on a year-long journey to explore faith in a judgment free setting. It’s a mixture of 
new participants and veterans, old and young, new Christians and lifelong ones. GPS  
explores who God is, who we are, and what it means to be a person of faith. Everyone is 
welcome no matter where they are in their faith, and there are no dumb questions! 
 

If you’re considering GPS for the first time: Fantastic! GPS begins with six weeks of Come and See, 
in which you get to try GPS out before committing to the full year. Sessions are an hour 
and a half, and will most likely take place on Sundays after 10:00 am worship.  
 

If you’ve participated in GPS before and are considering doing it again: Fantastic! Glad to have you 
back. You have the opportunity to be a participant, and also the opportunity to dip your 
toe into GPS leadership. How you journey through the GPS cycle is up to you. 
 

To sign up, ask questions, or be put on the list to get more information, see Pastor Scott or 
Ellen Batkie, or send an email to gps@holycrosslivonia.org.  

mailto:gps@holycrosslivonia.org
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Special Guest on Holy Cross Day - Sunday, September 15 
  

On that special day, we welcome Dylan Pyeatt to our pulpit. Dylan is one of the leaders of 
the Micah 6 Community, which you can read about below along with his bio. While Dylan 
serves God in the Micah 6 ministry, he is a candidate for ordination in the ELCA, and Holy 
Cross is helping fund his education. The cost of a semester of seminary education is 
$3000. Here's what you can do: 
 

 If you receive offering envelopes, you have at least one labeled "Trinity Seminary." You 
can put your contribution in that envelope and in the offering on any Sunday starting 
Sept 15.  

 If you wish to continue giving to Trinity Seminary, note that on that envelope. Otherwise, 
all future 2019 offerings in "Trinity Seminary" envelopes will go to Dylan's education. 

 If you do NOT receive offering envelopes, you can use one of the offering envelopes in 
the pew and write "Dylan" in the memo line. 

 Your contributions can be a dollar, or the $10 suggested by Pr. Todd Mills when he was 
here, or any other amount up to the full $3000.  

  

We look forward to partnering with Micah 6 and learning from them about different ways 
of being church, and to welcoming Dylan to worship on September 15. 
  

Micah 6 Church in Pontiac, Michigan, is the newest church plant in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod. This community started 6 years ago when Dylan and a few friends bought a house 
in a low-income neighborhood in Pontiac, moved in and started developing relationships 
with neighbors. They quickly realized that one of the biggest problems in the neighborhood 
was food inequality, as the neighborhood qualified as a federally designated food desert, 
due to a lack of access to fruits and vegetables. The Micah 6 Team started a community 
garden and a small produce store to provide low cost produce to the neighborhood. They 
also bought an abandoned elementary school to start a small-business incubator and com-
munity center in the city. Dylan started a small house church in their home in 2013, where 
neighbors could meet weekly, eat pizza, and talk about God. This quickly grew and grew 
until they decided to start a new church plant in the neighborhood. The church reaches out 
to their neighbors who have fallen through the cracks and do not have a faith community 
of their own. The church has quickly grown to over 65 people, including many who are 
struggling with addictions, homelessness, and unemployment. They are a community of 
struggling people who are finding grace together and lifting each other up in this jour-
ney. Dylan has recently been entranced as a candidate for ordination and is beginning his 
education through the TEEM process with Pacific Lutheran Seminary this fall. This is a 
tremendous journey and the Micah 6 Church is excited to partner with all the ELCA 
churches in Southeast Michigan to share the love, grace, and transforming power of Jesus 
to our neighbors in Pontiac. 
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MANY THANKS to our MUSICIANS! 
 

During the summer months we enjoyed the 
musical talents of our Holy Cross musicians 
at both the 8 and 10 am worship. Many 
thanks to Eric and Roy Koponen, Laura 
Baker, Lynette Hoelter, Lunice Clay, Katie 
Wineman, Ben Miller, Lisa Heise, Terri 
Racklin, and Karen and Brianna MacKenzie 
for sharing their musical gifts, as well as 
guest organists Melodie Provencher, Barb 
Myers and Linda Bauer. 

Choirs Return! 
 Calling all singers and ringers! Handbell  
rehearsals will begin on Wed., Sept. 4,  
6-7:15 pm, in the sanctuary. The Chancel 
Choir will also start rehearsing the same 
evening, 7:30-9:00 pm in the Music Center.  
New members from high school age on up 
are most welcome in both ensembles! If in 
doubt, check us out by sitting in and observ-
ing a rehearsal.  

Please contact Ann Buland for more  
information at (734) 306-0288, or  

musicalann@musician.org. 

What is the Crop Walk?  
The Crop Walk is a community-led fundraising event to end hun-
ger. It is also a way to show global solidarity with the millions who 
walk miles every day in search of food and water.  
 

Why walk? 
CROP Hunger Walks are an interfaith event that builds support while raising funds to end 
hunger in your own community AND also around the world. Your participation impacts 
individuals and families in more than 35 countries. Everyone is welcome to join!  
 

When/where is the Crop Walk? 
The Crop Walk is Sunday, Oct 13th. Registration begins at 1:45 pm. This year’s Crop Walk 
will be at St. Timothy Presbyterian Church, 16700 Newburgh Rd., Livonia. 
 

If you would like to donate to this worthy cause, please make checks payable to CWS/
CROP and place it in the offering plate or give to Kim Rowe. We will also have a donation 
table set-up during fellowship on Sundays, a few weeks before. 

mailto:musicalann@musician.org


5 

Grief  Seminar 
 

For survivors of loved ones who have passed away, we are again announcing an eight-week 
workshop at Ward Church, presented by New Hope Grief Center in Northville. It begins 
on Monday, September 23, and runs through November 11, 7-8:45 pm.  
 

For more information log on to www.newhopecenter.net or call New Hope, (248)348-
0115. This seminar is FREE and open to everyone. Several members of Holy Cross are 
willing to take grievers to the first two sessions. We can also help you register by calling 
Marilyn Grable at (734)338-2363. Feel free to invite anyone you know who is grieving to 
attend this workshop. We will also be honoring your loved ones on All Saints Day Sunday, 
November 3, 2019, with an afternoon seminar given by a grief counselor. 

Tune In Listening Team Update (cont. from front page) 
 

Speak to me Lord. Your servant is listening. (1 Samuel 3:10) 
 

…but hearing, and more important listening can make a strong case to 
support any claim it might make. Listening breeds awareness and awareness 
invites thinking and questioning and ideas about what my life, your life, all 
life would be like if...IF; two letters, tied for the second shortest word in the English lan-
guage, is a word that invites change. 
 

Who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this.  (Esther 4:13)  
 

Holy Cross members were introduced to the Listening Team and the Tune in process  
earlier this year. We have offered our thoughts and feedback in a survey circulated by the 
Listening Team this spring. On Sunday, September 22 the Listening Team will be sharing 
the results of our survey and providing the congregation with a preview of our next steps. 
The worship service at both 8 am and 10 am will be programed to incorporate the update 
and invite the congregation at large to think about our neighborhood and if… 
 

...(we are) doers of the Word and not hearers only (James 1:22)  
 

life might look different for even more of God’s children. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all on September 22.  
 

 Your Listening Team: Jeff Schuman, Lisa Grimble, Andy Heise, Karen Tulpa,  
    Dennis Walker and Pastor Scott 

http://www.newhopecenter.net/
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Affirm-IGAN! 
 

This summer we kicked off our first annual Affirm-IGAN event! We touched on four dif-
ferent “tracks” which included, shepherds, missionaries, revelations and worshiptivity. Each 
of these “tracks” taught us new ways to use our gifts to spread the word and to look inward 
on our own faith journeys.  

Confirmation Camp Memories 
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Upcoming Events 
September 4 - Pizza Party Kick-Off! w/ Godly Play, 6 pm 
 Will include a parent/youth meeting, see you there! 
September 11 -  Dinner & Rummage Sale Support, 6 pm 
September 15 - Scavenger Hunt, 5 pm 

  September 18 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  September 25 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  October 2 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  October 9 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  October 16 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  October 23 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  October 25 - Trunk or Treat, 6 pm 
  October 27 - Confirmation/Reformation Sunday!  
  October 30 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
 

Confirmation/Reformation Sunday  
On Sunday, October 27th, our confirmation students will Affirm their Baptisms. What does that 
mean?! It is an opportunity for people to affirm, for themselves the promises that their parents, 
sponsors and congregation made for them at their baptism. We will joyfully welcome three newly 
confirmed students! 
 

Reminder! Please sign-up for 6.1.2’s weekly dinners and Worship Support. 

612 

Growing Young Conference 
 

This September, I will be attending a confer-
ence in New Jersey representing the SE 
Michigan Synod. This conference is based 
on a book called, Growing Young: the six essen-
tial strategies to help young people discover and love 
your church. I’m hoping by given this oppor-
tunity, I will return with knowledge to help 
our church reach out to the young people 
who need it most.  
 

Kim Rowe, Director of Youth & 
Family Ministries 
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In education, it is called, “Each One, Teach One”. A student who under-
stands a concept will help another student to understand it better. At Holy 
Cross we can call it Each One, Recruit One! We have many present and 
former Kids Hope mentors who know first hand what a difference one 
caring adult can make in the life of an at risk child. If you have considered 
participating in this ministry, but aren't quite sure how it works, or whether 
it's right for you, talk to someone who knows first hand. Spending one 
hour per week together can be rewarding for both the mentor and the 
child! 

 

Each year we have more children referred to the program, than we have mentors. Please 
consider joining Kids Hope this Fall. We will provide training in September and mentors 
will begin shortly there after. 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact either of us or talk to one of the many pre-
sent and former mentors at Holy Cross! 
 

Kimberly Rowe and Ryan Moore, co-directors. 

In August the children of 
Godly Play were excited 
to make their own banner 
to represent our mission 
here at Holy Cross. You 
can see it hanging on the 
kiosk near the Godly Play 

Room. Look for more banners to come!  
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Kids Story Yoga  
 

This summer Pastor Beth and Kim Rowe led 
Kids Story Yoga on Monday mornings. We 
had a fun collection of little ones ranging 
from ages 3-8, and about 15 kids who  
attended off and on depending on family 
vacations. We taught bible stories along with 
other adventures from Cosmic Kids. Overall, 
we had a wonderful time getting to know 
little ones from our community!  

Trunk or Treat 
Friday, October 25,  

6:30 - 8 pm. 
What is trunk or treat, you ask? A trunk or 
treat event is great alternative to trick or 
treating in a neighborhood atmosphere by 
providing a safe and contained area to trick 
or treat. Volunteers decorate their trunk and 
pass out candy from that trunk. In this 
space we can also include games and oppor-
tunities that we couldn’t otherwise in a 
“normal” trick or treat setting. This event 
will take place on Friday, Oct 25th from 
6:30-8pm. 
 

Volunteers will be needed to help set-up, 
clean-up, decorate car trunks, donate candy 
and more! 
 

Please look for sign-up sheets for all of 
these needs!  

Scavenger Hunt 
Sunday, September 15th 5-7 pm 

 

The Holy Cross youth will be participating in 
a Scavenger Hunt with Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in Livonia. The event will include 
dinner, a bible based scavenger hunt, service 
project and games. Look for pictures in the 
next Newsletter! 
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Monthly Ministry Highlight:  

CHILDREN AT THE BORDER NEED YOUR HELP! 
We are in dire need of caring, loving foster homes for children at the border. These children 
need better access to health care and mental health services, and they need recreation, 
school and compassionate human interaction. We provide all of that through licensed foster 
homes while we work to unite them with family members in the United States, typically a 30
-45 day process. 
 

Please consider opening your home and your heart to these young people who are just look-
ing to be united with family for a better future. 
 

Contact Samaritas about becoming a foster parent to a refugee child today! 
RFCinfo@samaritas.org 

Start Thanksgiving Day at the Mighty Gobbler 5k and  
1-mile walk/run hosted by Lutheran Church of the Master in Troy.  
The fastest growing Thanksgiving Day race in Southeast Michigan, 
you don't want to miss out the chance to finish through the World 
Famous Tunnel of Turkeys! 
 

Register today at: www.mightygobbler.com. Use the discount code 
HOLYCROSSLC and save $5 off your registration! 

Autumn Guitar Club Sing-a-long 
Friday, September 20, 7-10 pm 

 

Bring your instrument of choice and song handouts. Coffee, tea, pop 
and snacks will be served, feel free to bring something else. Guests are 
welcome, let us know so we have enough chairs set-up.  

Please RSVP by Sept. 20 to Bill & Linda Bozgan.  
Questions, 313-278-8250, lbozgan@hotmail.com 

https://www.mightygobbler.com/
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Christian Fellowship will meet 

Tues., Sept. 10th, 11:30 am 

at Olive Garden 

●●● 

Tues., October 8th, 11:30 am 

at Steve’s 

The 12-Hour Crop  
Oct. 5th, 10 am—10 pm.  

 

Come craft the day away! Whether you like 
to scrap, crop, bead, knit...whatever your 
guilty pleasure, come when you can and 
leave when you must. Bring your lunch, 
snacks and something to drink, we typically 
order out for dinner.  
 

Questions? Contact Shari Dudek. 

QUILT BLESSING 
SUNDAY 
October 6th 

 

Quilts will be blessed during 
worship, then boxed up in preparation for 
delivery to the collection point. Please plan 
to be part of this special day and if you can 
stay after to help box up the quilts it would 
be greatly appreciated.     

Fellowship Events 

Saturday, Sept. 14 & Oct. 12, 6 pm 

Pizza & Game Night  

Book Club News 
Our book for September is The Happiness      
              Project, by Gretchen Rubin. 
                 Join us for a discussion in  
                    The Abbey, at 2:30 pm   
                                   on Sept. 19th. 

Yoga on the Labyrinth 
Thursdays at 7 pm 

(through  November 21) 
 

Come relax with us on the labyrinth, or in 
the Music Ctr. if the weather doesn’t coop-
erate. Bring a mat, (we have a few to share), 
and some water. Chairs are available for 
those who prefer. 
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Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Norman Juntunen Werner Oellerich   

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
 

Taylor Furda 
Tina Hiller 
 

Cole Quirolo 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Yvonne Aron 
JoAndrea Brandt 
Lois Carpenter 

Edna Duffy 
Joan Giese 
Jack Hendrickson 

Bob Noechel 
Jim Otto 
Nancy Painter 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Joyce Bigelow 
Kathy Buchfinck 
Gloria Eberlein 
Pat Ferrari 
Rene Foster 

Maureen Hatteberg 
Gael Ivanec 
Roy Koponen 
Ellie Leveranz 
Julia Machnak 
Stan Machnak 

Lillian May 
Carol Mazurek 
Ben Miller 
Doris Miller 
Pastor Moldwin 
Pete Moundros 

Betty Parsley 
Ann Ransom 
Trudy Rigg 
Alice Santo 
Virginia Sorensen 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Back-Pack  

Ministry 
Thank you so very much! 
 

The staff and boys at the Methodist Chil-
dren's Home are extremely grateful for the 
generosity of our congregation. By provid-
ing the filled backpacks, as well as other 
necessary school supplies, it helps to insure 
that each boy will be able to experience a 
better chance at a successful school year. 

To The Members of Holy Cross, 
 

Thank you so much for all of the sympathy 
cards, thoughts and prayers on the passing 
of Norm. They gave me and my family much 
comfort in this difficult time. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jeanette Juntunen and Family 
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QUILTING BEE 
 

Mark your calendar for these  
future Quilting Bee dates: 

 

September 19 & October 17 
This dedicated group of ladies continues to 
meet monthly to cut and assemble quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. Anyone is welcome 
to join at any time. Kits are also available for 
home assembly. Just let us know if you 
would like one. Please join us for this much 
loved ministry! Questions? Contact Cheryl 
Pearson, 248-444-4003 

Mark Your Calendar… 
SEMI WELCA Synod Fall Retreat 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 
Celebration Lutheran Church, 39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185 

(Registration deadline is Sept. 7, forms are on the WELCA Bulletin board.) 
 

The Parable Project... 
...tells the stories Jesus told, to bring home the messages of the Gospel. The Parable Project 
uses drama, humor, and audience participation to bring nine parables to life. 

Projects: S.O.A.P. and Free the Girls 
Thank you to everyone who donated bras! 

Churches for Middle East Peace  
Leadership comes to SE Michigan 

 

How can peace and justice between Israel 
and Palestine be made possible? How can 
we come together to work towards a com-
mon goal? How can we move from dialog to 
action to find common ground in otherwise 
polarizing discussions?  
 

Come join a multi-faith conversation and 
open panel discussion on:  
 Wed., Sept. 18, 7-9 pm, at Hope Luther-

an Church in Farmington Hills or 
 Thur., Sept. 19,  7-9 pm, at the Grosse 

Pointe War Memorial.  
 

This event is being hosted by the SEMI Syn-
od Task Force in support of our Lutheran 
brothers and sisters in the Holy Land. 
 

George Evalt, your rep. to the SEMI Task 
Force 
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Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

September 1 Mary Foster 
  Cheryl Pearson 
September 8 Jack Keck 
  Shari Dudek 
September 15 Carol Schrecengost 
  Sue Scherbarth 
September 22 Tami Klopfer 
  Karen Berean 
September 29 Michael Murphy 
  Susan Morman 
October 6 Carol Schrecengost 
  Jan Wheeker 
October 13 Dennis Walker 
  Kathryn Hall 
October 20 Tami Klopfer 
  Cara Nims 
October 27 Jack Keck 
  Lunice Clay 

 

Altar Guild 
 

September 1 Marilyn Grable (8 am) 
  Mary Ann Asher (10 am) 
September 8 Sue Scherbarth 
September 15 Sue Scherbarth 
September 22 Please sign up! 
September 29 Please sign up! 
October 6 - 27 Please sign up! 
 

Communion Teams 10 am 
 

September 1 Adams Team 
September 8 Dudek Team 
September 15 Berean Team 
September 22 Nims Team 
September 29 WELCA Team 
October 6 Adams Team 
October 13 Dudek Team 
October 20 Berean Team 
October 27 Nims Team 

              for September/October 

Acolytes 10 am 
 

September 1 Grace Pianga 
September 8 Lily Asher 
September 15 Ben Myrick 
September 22 Steven Jacob 
September 29 Makenna Moore 
October 6 Seth Pianga 
October 13 Matthew Moore 
October 20 Grace Pianga 
October 27 Lily Asher 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Fellowship Servers  

for September/October  
   

September 1 Laura Sroka 
September 8 Linda Henry & DJ Noechel 
September 15 WELCA Bake Sale 
September 22 Ruth Circle 
September 29 Tami Klopfer 
October 6 Please sign up! 
October 13 Please sign up! 
October 20 Please sign up! 
October 27 Priscilla Circle 
 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

  Altar Flowers 
  For Sept./Oct. 

 

September 1 Please sign up! 
September 8 Please sign up! 
September 15 Phil Capion 
September 22 Joyce Bigelow 
September 29 Please sign up! 
October 6 Phil Capion  
  Dottie Taylor/CV 
October 13 Please sign up! 
October 20 Melodie Provencher 
October 27  Please sign up! 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

Nov./Dec. 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
is set for  

Oct. 14th 
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