
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
November/December 2019 Newsletter 

Phone:  734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website:  www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor:  Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor:  Rev. Scott Seeke 
Ministers:  The disciples at Holy Cross 

 in The Abbey 
Fridays 

Nov. 22 & Dec. 13 
         7-9 pm 

Come make music and conversation!  
Refreshments and Wifi provided. 

 
 
 
 

Winter clothing will be collected Nov. 17 
through Dec. 1st., and taken to Hope Lutheran 
Church in Garden City for distribution. Please 
bring your clean, gently worn warm clothing 
during this time period. WELCA will be over-
seeing this project this year.  

Deck the Halls! 
and the Sanctuary, Narthex...  

Saturday, November 30th at 9:30 am. 

Help is needed putting up trees and decorating 
them, hanging wreaths and more!  

Everyone is welcome to help get Holy Cross 
ready for Advent and Christmas! 

Mark your calendar to Un-Deck the Halls on 
Saturday, Jan. 11th. 

(Continued on pg. 4 ) 

What CAN'T Wait: A Story for All People 

 

During the four Sundays of Advent, our Entrance Rite and Advent Candle light-
ing will include a verse from the song “A Story for All People” by Don Erwin 
Collins. Each week a new verse will be sung, bringing out the theme of the day:   
Week 1: Christ comes again in glory 
Week 2: John the Baptist prepares the way for the Savior 
Week 3: John calls us to repentance 
Week 4: Mary accepts the gift of motherhood and sings the “Magnificat” 

 

                        Poinsettias to be placed in  
                 the sanctuary on Christmas Eve  
         may be ordered in the Narthex  
       beginning December 1. The price  
   remains $8/plant. Deadline to  
order  is December 15th. 
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But...But I Want To! 
 

A couple of weeks ago, my niece called me. She was doing a fund raiser at school 
and asked me to contribute. I said “Of course!”, and promised her $25. I was very 
happy to do so. But life happened, and I forgot. The other day I remembered, 
and I text her mom (my sister) and asked how she wanted the money. PayPal? 
Check? “Don’t worry about,” she wrote. “I covered it, you don’t owe me 
anything.” 
 

I was not happy.  
 

The reason I was not happy was because I WANTED to give my niece that money. My 
sister was trying to be helpful, and I appreciated that, but this was something I really 
wanted to do. So I told my sister “But...but I want to!” She texted me back a smiling face 
and said “PayPal, please,” and I sent the money. It felt good. 
 

I haven’t always been so generous. There have been times in my life where I didn’t feel like 
I could give, well, anything. It wasn’t fun, it wasn’t enjoyable, and it didn’t feel good. You 
know what’s fun? You know what feels good? Being generous. And here’s the funny thing: 
the difference between being generous and being a miser has never had anything to do 
with how much money I was making. It was all about my mindset. It was, and always is, 
about a choice: I could live like God hasn’t give me enough, or I could live like God has 
given me plenty.   
 

The Bible says God has given us far more than we could ever need. Being generous in 
response is how we live that out. I ask you to consider this as you consider what you can 
give to God and Holy Cross in 2020. Consider how much God has blessed you, and take a 
step up in giving in 2019. Take a step up in generosity. It feels pretty great to be generous, 
because the ability to be generous is itself a gift from God. 
 

       Pr. Scott  

The Journey to an Organ  
 

As you may have noticed, Holy Cross has a new organ in our midst. The week of October 
14, 2019 the Evola Music Company installed our brand new, custom-made for us, Allen 
G330 Digital Hybrid Organ. They are also connecting our current chimes and pipes to the 
new organ. This is what will make it a hybrid organ. The new console controls both the dig-
ital organ and the chimes and pipes we added.  
 

Our organ journey began several years ago (May 2015). Two churches: Faith and Holy 
Cross merged into one. The congregation now had two organs, the Casavant from Faith 
and the Wicks from Holy Cross. What was our congregation to do? Shortly after the mer-
ger there was a vision of combining the two organs (Casavant and Wicks) as a symbol unit-
ing the two churches into one. There was a plan as to which pipes to use from both organs 
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2019 Music Search Team Update 
 

The new Music Search Team has begun their work to find who is coming next to lead us in 
music. We have met several times to: review the job descriptions, define the interview pro-
cess and questions and look at the resumes thus far. We are now in the process of setting 
up first interviews. The team is currently looking to fill two positions: Director of Music 
and Organist/Keyboardist. We continue to listen to the Holy Spirit and where he is leading 
us and Holy Cross. 
Your 2019 Search Team, Lynda Ashbay, Laura Baker, Bill Coughlin, Susan Scholz,  
 Brett VandeKieft, Pastor Scott Seeke and Melodie Provencher, facilitator 

to make one “awesome” organ. After much research, quotes from companies to combine 
instruments and dedication by the organ committee, it was deemed that this was not feasi-
ble as the cost was prohibitive. To combine the organ would require many modifications to 
the sanctuary increasing the cost. So the committee started to look at other options. 
 

When the idea of a digital organ was presented, the committee once again did our research, 
spending time learning and understanding a digital organ. As the committee was meeting 
with the representative from the company we were interested in, they learned about a hy-
brid organ. That means connecting organ pipes to the digital organ. This seemed like a per-
fect match for us. Holy Cross could have both pipe organ and digital organ. The proposal 
for an Allen Digital Hybrid organ custom-made for us came to be. The committee worked 
with the representative and came up with a plan. Following protocol, the proposal was 
brought to the congregation for approval.  
 

The congregation was presented with the idea of an Allen G330 Digital Hybrid custom-
made organ on December 2, 2018. During that meeting, the congregation voted to attach 
all our pipes and chimes to the digital organ. Finally, on this day, the congregation voted to 
support the purchase of the above stated organ.  
 

The plans were set in motion to create our custom-made organ. This took a couple of 
months before all was signed off upon and the specs were sent to Allen Organ to begin 
building our custom digital hybrid organ. The company delivered our organ on Monday, 
October 14, 2019.  
 

This has certainly been a long journey, but our organ is finally here. Take a walk up to the 
choir loft and check out our new Allen G330 Digital Hybrid Organ!  
 

What happened to the Casavant organ from Faith, you ask? It is still currently in climate 
controlled storage. There is a small committee that has posted this organ for sale on several 
organ sale sites. When, and if, we receive any interest in someone wanting to purchase the 
organ, we will let you know. As for now, it is still in our possession.  
 

The Organ Committee 
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The Detroit Handbell Ensemble 
presents 

“A Frozen Holiday Celebration” 
at Holy Cross on  

Sunday, Dec. 8, at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Featuring music from such familiar carols as 
“Ukrainian Bell Carol”, “Silent Night” and 
“Let It Go”, the theme from Disney’s ani-
mated movie “Frozen”, the talented ensem-
ble will also include a new arrangement of 
“Winter Wonderland” and “Of the Father’s 
Love Begotten” by director Brenda Austin, 
along with many other holiday favorites. 
 

Please mark your calendars and bring your 
family and friends to this handbell holiday 
feast for ears and eyes! A freewill offering 
will be received. For more information, 
please contact Holy Cross members Ann 
Buland and Lynette Hoelter. 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
AT HOLY CROSS 

 

This year the Christmas Eve services will fea-
ture some special moments. At the 4:30 p.m. 
Family Service, the children will be invited to 
participate in an inter-active presentation of 
the Christmas Story. 
 

At both the 7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. ser-
vices the Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells and 
Holy Cross musicians will present a prelude 
of Christmas music. Please plan to come ear-
ly to enjoy this pre-service concert as we 
worship our newborn King! 

Advent Devotionals 
 

Please take one of the Advent devotional 
books for your spiritual practice this season! 
There will be an Advent Booklet called 
"What CAN'T Wait" that will have poems, 
scriptures, journaling, and amazing art; Por-
tals of Prayer and Word in Season, and 
NEW, a devotional calendar poster for 
young people or the young at heart.  
 

If we are out of any of these, please politely 
notify one of our staff. Blessed Advent to 
you!  

(Cont. from front page) 

We hope the congregation will enjoy this Advent song and participate in singing along as 
we prepare for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ: 
 “As people wait in darkness, in fear of endless night, send forth your word of comfort,  
 a message of great light. The world stands proud before you, conflicted, hungry, poor.  
 Come, scatter pride and foolishness and mend all souls with Savior love once more.  
 A story for all people, old story new today. A song of love and healing, a light to show the way.” 
 

We will also have several options for your Advent devotions. The "What Can't Wait" book-
let will be available if you like poems, art, and journaling. An email devotion written by lo-
cal pastors will be linked in November so you can sign up if that's easier. And we will have 
our usual Portals of Prayer and Word in Season.  
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Advent by Candlelight 
Tuesday, December 3rd - 6:30 pm 

 

Everyone is invited to attend this annual  
celebration of Advent. We will enjoy a  
delightful evening of appetizers, desserts, 
fellowship and holiday music provided by 
the Silver String Dulcimer Society. 
 

Hostesses are needed for the tables. Hoping 
to make it easier, we will be using Holy 
Cross tablecloths, dinnerware and silverware. 
There will be no need to haul dirty dishes 
home. Each hostess will need to provide 
napkins, candles, a centerpiece, etc. to deco-
rate a table. Appetizers and dessert should 
be supplied by the hostess or another guest 
at the table. Watch for a sign-up sheet! 

A Great Big Thank You! 
 

Our annual rummage sale was a HUGE success! Thank you to all who helped sort, price, 
bake, sell and clean up. We made a record breaking profit of $6,370.57. At the November 
WELCA Board Meeting, it was decided that donations would be made to the following 
organizations: Alternatives for Girls, Days for Girls, First Step, Heartline, Lutheran Disas-
ter Fund, Paws for a Cause, Samaritas Family Center in Westland, scholarships for WELCA 
Triennial, Seedlings, Skyline and Vista Maria. Additional funds will be distributed next year 
to Holy Cross Youth and Hearts, Hands and Voices. If you have any questions regarding 
these organizations, please ask a WELCA Board member. 
 

Next year's Rummage & Bake Sale will be September 11 & 12,  please mark your calen-
dars!   
 Thank you for your support, Susan Scholz, chairperson. 

SING NOEL! 
 

Carols from around the World 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
presented by 

 

hearts, hands and voices 
Worship and Fine Arts Program 

 
Saturday, December 14, 7:30 p.m. 

St. John Lutheran Church 
23225 Gill Road, Farmington Hills, MI 
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The Great Lakes Gathering take place February 7 - 9, in 
Kalamazoo. The GLG will offer a different type of pro-
gramming, which will include “tracks”.  Each activity-
based Faith Track will be facilitated by a team of experi-
enced mentors and provide an opportunity to connect 
faith and life around a specific topic of interest throughout 

the entire Great Lakes Gathering.  
 

2020 Faith Tracks 
Faith & Jesus   Faith & Peer Ministry 
Faith & Service   Faith & Justice 
Faith & Worship   Faith & Science 
(Faith Track selections will be made at the event.) 

 

Registration needs to be completed by, December 2nd.  
For cost details, please contact Kim Rowe.  

The Middle School Charge will take place at Great 
Wolf Lodge from March 20 - 22, 2020. Presented by 
Living Waters Ministries, the event will center around 
their mission of faith formation, service, leadership 
and community for all of God’s children. Registration 

opens November 1st and will need to be completed by December 2nd. For cost details, 
please contact Kim Rowe.  

 
Preschool has been off to a great start at Mother 
Hubbard. We have enjoyed learning all about 
what happens around us in Autumn. Halloween 
is a fun time for our preschoolers. We were part 
of the Holy Cross Trunk or Treat with our Moth-
er Hubbard Preschool Beach trunk. We had 
some fun Halloween parties in our classroom, 
and the 4’s even had a visit from a friendly witch! 
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Upcoming Events 
November 6 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
November 8 - 10 Confirmation Retreat in Howell 
November 13 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
November 20 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 

  November 27 - No 6.1.2., Enjoy Thanksgiving with your family! 
  December 4 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  December 7 - Samaritas Family Center, 4 pm 
  December 11 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  December 18 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
  December 25 - No 6.1.2., Merry Christmas! 

612 

We Need You...to Acolyte! 
 

Are you interested in becoming an acolyte? If 
you feel called to acolyte, please contact Kim 
Rowe for more details.  

Crop Walk 
 

Thank you for your donations to  
support our local crop walk!  

Holy Cross raised $445.  
This money will go to support ending 

hunger in our community.  
Thank you!  

Congratulations to  
Seth, Grace & Elaina Pianga 

our 2019 Confirmands! 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

In November, Holy Cross is offer-
ing a Confirmation Retreat at 
Wildwood Ranch in Howell, MI. 
This retreat will focus on a theme 

based upon the book of Genesis, “Made in Gods 
Image”. During this retreat, youth will have an 
opportunity to engage in activities ranging from 
small and large groups, free time options and 
worship experience.  

 

                              Family Center 
 

 

On Saturday, December 7th,  from 4 - 7 pm,  
Holy Cross and Emmanuel Lutheran High 
School students, will be serving at Samaritas 
Family Center. We will be serving a meal,  
facilitating a cookie decorating station and 
providing small gifts for the children.  
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                                                 Serving at Micha 6 
                                                 December 29th 

 

                                                                        Holy Cross recently welcomed Dylan Pyeatt  

from the Micah 6 Community in Pontiac. He spoke about the small group that began their 
ministry in an old run-down neighborhood in Pontiac. The Micah 6 Community now con-
tinues its humble quest to “Act justly. Love  
mercy. Walk Humbly.” 
 

Many here at Holy Cross were quite taken by Dylan’s words and story. We knew that we 
had to keep the lines of communication open and alive, and we have! Holy Cross has se-
cured a date, Sunday, December 29, 2019, to serve dinner at the church where Dylan 
leads. The church service is at 6 pm, and dinner is at 6:30. There are approximately 50 at-
tending the small church. 
 

If you are interested in helping, whether serving or donating, please contact Tami Klopfer, 
or Dennis Walker. 
 

Feel free to check out the Micah 6 Community website, www.micah6community.com,  
for additional information. 

Trunk or Treat 
Our first annual Trunk or Treat event was a HUGE 
success! I’m beyond grateful for everyone that 
helped to make this event such a success. From the 
bottom of my heart, THANK YOU! We had 25 
trunks, TONS of candy donated and 150-200  
children attend. I hope that next year will be even 
more fun…if that’s even possible. 

(continued next page) 

https://www.micah6community.com/
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Growing Young Conference 
 

This past September Kim Rowe, Director of 
Youth & Family Ministries, had the privilege 
to attend a conference in New Jersey, focus-
ing on the church “Growing Young”. The 
main focus is helping young people discover 
and love the church. If you would like to 
hear more about her time, please ask! She 
will be presenting this information to multi-
ple groups over the next year.  

Youth Scavenger Hunt  
 

On Sunday, Sept 15th Holy Cross participated in a bible scavenger hunt with Emmanuel 
Lutheran. We had over 20 youth participate and fun was had by all! 

In Godly Play the children have 
been focusing on multiple bible 
stories, some of which include: 
The Story of Sarah, Luther’s 
Reformation and The Story of 

Joseph. If you are interested in seeing what 
happens in Godly Play, please stop by the 
Godly Play room on Sunday morning!  
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Christian Fellowship will meet 

Tues., November 12th, 11:30 am 

at Annie’s 

●●● 

Tues., December 10th, 11:30 am 

at Red Robin 

QUILTING BEE 
 

Mark your calendar for these  
future Quilting Bee dates: 

 

November  21 & January 16 
This dedicated group of ladies continues to 
meet monthly to cut and assemble quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. Anyone is welcome 
to join at any time. Kits are also available for 
home assembly. Just let us know if you 
would like one. Please join us for this much 
loved ministry! Questions? Contact Cheryl 
Pearson, 248-444-4003 

Fellowship Events 

Saturday, Nov. 9 & Dec.14, 6 pm 

Pizza & Game Night  

Book Club News 
Our book for November is Crazy Rich        
                  Asians, by Kevin Kwan.  
                 Join us for a discussion in  
                    The Abbey, at 2:30 pm   
                                   on Nov 21. 

Start Thanksgiving 
Day at the Mighty 
Gobbler 5k and  
1-mile walk/run 
hosted by Lutheran 
Church of the Mas-
ter in Troy.  

The fastest growing Thanksgiving Day race 
in Southeast Michigan, you don't want to 
miss out the chance to finish through the 
World Famous Tunnel of Turkeys! 
 

Register today at: www.mightygobbler.com. 
Use the discount code HOLYCROSSLC 
and save $5 off your registration! 

Yoga at Holy Cross 

Holiday Schedule 
 

Thursday, November 21, 7 pm 
Sunday, December 1, 1 pm (Yoga Chapel) 

Thursday, December 5, 7 pm 
Thursday, December 19, 7 pm 

RESTORATIVE Yoga 
2020 Schedule Coming Soon! 

https://www.mightygobbler.com/
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Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

  

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
 

Taylor Furda 
Tina Hiller 
 

Cole Quirolo 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Yvonne Aron 
JoAndrea Brandt 
Lois Carpenter 

Edna Duffy 
Joan Giese 
Jack Hendrickson 

Bob Noechel 
Jim Otto 
Nancy Painter 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Joe Beckerman 
Norma Beckerman 
Joyce Bigelow 
Kathy Buchfinck 
Gloria Eberlein 
Pat Ferrari 

Rene Foster 
Maureen Hatteberg 
Gael Ivanec 
Roy Koponen 
Ellie Leveranz 
Julia Machnak 
Stan Machnak 

Lillian May 
Carol Mazurek 
Ben Miller 
Doris Miller 
Pastor Moldwin 
Pete Moundros 
Betty Parsley 

Rich Pearson 
Ann Ransom 
Trudy Rigg 
Alice Santo 
Walt Smith 
Virginia Sorensen 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Thank you to everyone that attended my 
son Dale’s visitation and memorial. The 
many sympathy cards I received, as well 
as the memorial donations made in Dale’s 
name, helped me to bear the loss of my 
son. I must not forget the hugs from  
everyone! This is the reason I joined Holy 
Cross, because of the friendship and love 
from all! 
 

 God Bless,  
 Jack Dahlstrom, aka Mr. Huggable 
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Will soon be  
located in the  
Narthex. Please 
bring your knitted, 
crocheted or  
purchased mittens, 
gloves, hats, and 
scarves. The  

donated items will be delivered with the 
Samaritas Family Center gifts. Deadline for 
items will be December 15th to coincide 
with the gift delivery.  

        the  

International Survivors of Suicide Loss Day 
Nov. 23, 2019, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Calvary Lutheran Church, 6805 Bluegrass Drive, Clarkston, MI 48346 
 

Each year, the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention supports hundreds of large 
and small Survivor Day events around the world, in which suicide loss survivors come to-
gether to find connection, understanding and hope through their shared experience. While 
each event is unique and offers various programming, all feature an AFSP-produced docu-
mentary that offers a message of growth, resilience and connection.  
For details, go to: www.afsp.org/survivor_day/clarkston-michigan-2/ 

The Wish Tree  
for Samaritas Family Services  

 

The WELCA sponsored Wish Tree  
will soon be located in the Holy Cross narthex.  

 

 Please choose an “ornament” tag from the Wish Tree and  
   replace it with an Angel ornament in the basket. 
 Locate the child/adult on the sign-up board and write your name 

and phone number.  
 Please return the wrapped gift with the “ornament” tag attached.  
 All gifts are due back to Holy Cross by Sunday, December 15th. This allows us to  

organize and get them delivered to Samaritas. 
 

Questions? Please call or text Peggy Hefner, 248-882-2962. 
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Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

November 3 Carol Schrecengost 
  Jack Dahlstrom 
November 10 Michael Murphy 
  Cheri Pearson 
November 17 Kirsten Galka 
  Karen Berean 
November 24 Michael Murphy 
  Karen Berean 
December 1 Carol Schrecengost 
  Cara Nims 
December 8 Jack Keck 
  Cheri Pearson 
December 15 Mary Foster 
  Kathryn Hall 
December 22 Tami Klopfer 
  Susan Morman 
December 29 Michael Murphy 
  Jan Wheeker 
 

Altar Guild 
 

November 3 Marilyn Grable (8 am) 
  Mary Ann Asher (10 am) 
November 10 Peggy Hefner 
November 17 Please sign up! (8 am) 
  Kathryn Hall (10 am) 
November 24 Please sign up! 
December 1 Please sign up! 
December  8 Peggy Hefner 
December 15 - 29  Please sign up! 
 

Communion Teams 10 am 
 

November 3 WELCA Team 
November 10 Adams Team 
November 17 Dudek Team 
November 24 Berean Team 
December 1 Nims Team 
December 8 WELCA Team 
December 15 Adams Team 
December 22 Dudek Team 
December 29 Berean Team   

              for November/December 

Acolytes 10 am 
 

November 3  Ben Myrick 
November 10  
November 17  Makenna Moore 
November 24  Seth Pianga 
December 1 - 22   Please sign up! 
December 24 
 4:00 pm     Please sign up! 
 7:30 pm     Please sign up! 
 11:00 pm   Please sign up! 
December 29  Please sign up! 

Christmas Eve Worship Help 
December 24 

 

Lectors 
4:30 pm  ...................................... Shari Dudek 
7:30 pm  ....................................... Lunice Clay 
11:00 pm  .................................... Jan Wheeker 
Altar Guild 
4:30 pm ................................ Please sign up! 
7:30 pm ................................ Please sign up! 
11:00 pm .............................. Please sign up! 
Communion Teams ............................ TBA 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Fellowship Servers  

for November/December  
   

November 3 Haddock & Scholz’s 
November 10 Congregational Meeting 
November 17 Laura Sroka & Beth Hare 
November 24 Rachel Circle 
December 1 Tami Klopfer & Rose Dillion 

December 8 Please sign up! 
December 15 Please sign up! 
December 22 Lydia Circle 
December 29 Please sign up! 
 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

  Altar Flowers 
  For November/December 

 

November 3 Barb & Chuck Hunter 
November 10 Maverick Hare 
November 17 Scotti Nichols 
November 24 Doris Johnson 
December 1 Please sign up! 
December 8 Please sign up! 
December 15 Please sign up! 
December 22 Please sign up! 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

January/ 
February 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
is set for  

Dec. 12th 
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