
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
May/June 2019 Newsletter 

Phone:  734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website:  www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor:  Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor:  Rev. Scott Seeke 
Ministers:  The disciples at Holy Cross 

Easter Thanks! 
Many, many thanks to Glenn and his crew,  
including his wife Christine, Erica & Jack Newa, 
along with Dennis & Karen Walker and  
Dennis’s Dad Bill for planning and preparing yet 
another delicious breakfast. Thanks also to all 
those who  helped set up the fellowship hall on 
Saturday morning and those who assisted in 
cleaning up on Sunday. The preparations and 
cleanup go very quick when many hands are  
involved! 

Women’s Bible Study in the Holy Cross Prayer Park 
 

We will meet on the fourth Monday through the summer, beginning June 24 at 11:30 am. Bring 
your Bible, “Gather” magazine (copies will be provided if you don't subscribe), your lawn chair 
and your lunch. Join us in The Abbey, weather permitting we will venture outside. 

Summer Fun Events 
for May, July & August 

 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 
Saturday, May 18 

Register with Marilyn by May 15th. 
 

Marvelous Wonderettes  
at Turkeyville in Marshall 

Saturday, July 27 
 

Eric Canal Mule Ride 
Thursday, August 15 

 

Details will be posted on bulletin board 
as the date gets closer. 

 

Additional ideas or questions?  
Call Marilyn at 734-338-2363 
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When I was fourteen years old, I was new to Tennessee. I moved a lot, and I 
didn't have very many friends. I was basically told that I was going to a camp 
called AFFIRM. It was at a college campus, and sounded different than any camp 
I had ever attended.  
 

And it was different! Every afternoon, we had free time. And for a teenager, 
feeling truly free to choose what you want to do is kind of novel. Would we go 
watch volleyball, or play? Would we go see a movie on the big screen? Would we 
join the circles of kids playing guitar and singing pop songs together on the lawn?  
 

I later found out that there were adults absolutely EVERYWHERE, so it wasn't 
like kids were just off on their own. But having the freedom to choose what you wanted to 
do, plus support to be exactly who you were in a small group equaled an unparalleled 
experience. AFFIRM was where I led worship for the first time at age 14...where I learned 
to tell my own story in conjunction with God's story...where I truly experienced 
forgiveness.   
 

It's an experience that Pastor Scott and I have wanted to pass on to our own children and 
to our church kids, too. So we are in the process of recreating it in Michigan. It may be a 
longer process than we have hoped; it might come to fruition this year or next year. But we 
continue to have a vision of a week during the summer where youth are learning their value 
as leaders in God's world and God's church, not just for the future, but NOW.  
 

If you know a young person, mention AFFIRM to them. Even if their summer this year is 
already full, maybe next year might work. Our goal has always been for them to experience 
the inclusive love of God in Jesus Christ, and we are thrilled to be building a place where 
that can happen.  
 

Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Beth  

Many Thanks! 
 

The pastors, staff, council and congregation would like to thank Melodie Provencher for 
her six years of service as a member of Church Council, most recently serving two years as 
President. Melodie helped lead this congregation through significant staff  
transition, and did so faithfully. Her term on Council has expired, and we look forward to 
serving God with her in other ways going forward. Thank you, Melodie! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion for your prayers, care and concern 
through this difficult time. We have 
been overwhelmed by your love and 

support. Without a doubt, they have been a means of God's sustaining grace 
through the illnesses of our parents, the death of our father and now the pass-
ing of our mother. We thank you for being faithful in the soul care of God's 
sheep until our Good Shepherd returns. 
 

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 
The Zeches (Klopfer) Family 

 

Red Wagon Ministry 
 

The Red Wagon program was developed to provide summer reading materi-
als to low income children, preschool through 8th grade, in an area of Wayne 
County known as Norwayne. Beginning in June and continuing through the 
month of August, volunteers will travel the neighborhoods with “Red  
Wagons” filled with books to the eagerly awaiting children. 
 

As in years past the greatest need for books are in grades 5th through 8th. 
 

Please support this ministry by purchasing one or more new soft-covered books. You may 
bring your books to Holy Cross throughout the month of May and put them in the boxes 
under our member mailboxes. 
 

Thank you for your support and generosity. 

2019-2020 Elected Council 
 

On Sunday, May 5th, our new council was 
elected. The council meets next on May 20, 
and will determine Officers and Ministry  
Liaison’s at that time. Until then, this is your 
Holy Cross Council. 

Ellen Batkie 
Shari Dudek 
Kathryn Hall 
Beth Hare 
Eric Haupt 

Karen MacKenzie 
Ryan Moore 
Ron Muffler 
Joan Onkka 
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GPS concludes the 2018 - 2019 cycle on Pentecost! 
 

We will celebrate the closing of this GPS cohort on Pentecost Sunday with a Rite of  
Affirmation of Christian Vocation, inviting all present to join with GPS. Beginning in  
October with a group of eighteen, thirteen participants and sponsors walked through to the 
end of this segment of their faith journeys. This segment was dedicated to exploring Jesus’ 
command to “Abide in me and GO!” We give thanks for the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
the willingness of these people to be open to that command and the mystery that  
accompanies it! 
 

A few quotes to share: 
 

 GPS is a way to grow in relationship, learning and participation in God's love 
story with the help of Holy Spirit.  

 

 GPS has helped strengthen my relationship between God and the world, and 
what I am to do and be about.  

 

 GPS is a Map and Compass that brings us closer to God. 
 

 GPS is a way to clarify what faith means to me by listening to what it means to 
others. 

 

 GPS furthers myself in faith - exploring my own faith within community here to 
back it and to answer my questions.  

 

 God still comes to us even after all these years. When we give our whole self to 
God not for ourselves but to give it to others, to love God with all your heart, 
souls, strength, and mind. 

 

Join us in recognizing Lynda Ashbay, Jack Dahlstrom, Erick Haupt, Shelby Haupt, Jack 
Keck, Nichole Kriner, Ginny Smith, Tim Smith, Walter Smith, Sarah Temkow, Dennis 
Walker, Jeff Washburn and Kathy Willman. Please consider joining in the GPS process 
when we reconvene in the Fall as we continue the never-ending journey of exploring this 
ancient faith which helps us to navigate a modern world.  
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Holy Cross Annual 
Rummage Sale 

 

Rescheduled for  
September 13 & 14 
Please hold your donations  

until the week of September 9th. 

Congratulations to the newly elected  
Holy Cross WELCA Officers! 

 

President:    Ginny Smith 
Vice President:   Joan Onkka 
Recording Secretary:   Kathy Willman 
Corresponding Secretary:  Carolyn Elliott 
Treasurer:    Susan Scholz 

Mark Your Calendar… 
SEMI WELCA Synod Fall Retreat 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 
Celebration Lutheran Church, 39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185 

 

FREE THE GIRLS 
 

Women once enslaved to sex trafficking are now living free 
and victorious. What if you could bring freedom to  
survivors of sex trafficking with something so simple as 
new or gently used bras. Please clean out that drawer and 
donate your bras to the “Free the Girls” project. Bring 
them to the retreat in September at Celebration Lutheran 
Church. 
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Lent 2019 - Prayers Stations 

ATTENTION  

High School & College  

GRADUATES! 
 

It’s time to toot your own horn!  

Please send in your name, the school 

from which you are graduating, and any 

      future plans you’d like to share.  

We will be recognizing 2019 grads on Sunday, June 2
nd

  during worship.  
 

Please send an email to the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org,  

or leave a note in the office mailbox. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

May 1 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
May 8 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
May 15 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
May 22 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
May 29 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
June 5 - End of Year Party, 6 pm 
June 23-30 Confirmation Camp at Stony Lake 
 

Junior High Charge 
 

This past March, Kim Rowe, her husband Jason, Danielle Moore, and 
five of our middle school youth, attended The Charge in Traverse 
City. We had a great time! We were able to attend worship, participate 
in a service project, and make connections in small groups. Of 
course, we were also able to enjoy the fabulous waterpark! Although 
the trip was short, it was very fruitful. Also, huge thank you to Ryan 
and Retha Moore for allowing us to use their car for the weekend!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We need your help!  

 

Are you interested in helping foster children capture their memories at 
camp? We are collecting 50 disposable cameras for the foster children 
that will be attending Camp Stoney Lake this summer. Please look for a 
basket in the Narthex where you can place the cameras. Thank you so 
much for your assistance! 

612 
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Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Harold Capion Ann Holliday Bob Stone 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
 

Taylor Furda 
Tina Hiller 
 

Cole Quirolo 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Yvonne Aron 
JoAndrea Brandt 
Lois Carpenter 

Edna Duffy 
Joan Giese 
Jack Hendrickson 

Bob Noechel 
Werner Oellerich 
Jim Otto 

Nancy Painter 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Norma Beckerman 
Joyce Bigelow 
Kathy Buchfinck 
Pat Ferrari 
Rene Foster 

Maureen Hatteberg 
Gael Ivanec 
Ellie Leveranz 
Julia Machnak 
Stan Machnak 
Lillian May 

Carol Mazurek 
Ben Miller 
Doris Miller 
Pastor Moldwin 
Pete Moundros 
Betty Parsley 

Ann Ransom 
Trudy Rigg 
Alice Santo 
Virginia Sorensen 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

                    Prayers 
 

Whether daily, weekly, long-term, or short-term, all prayer concerns are 
welcome! We include members in the prayers printed bi-monthly in the 
newsletter. Printed in the Sunday bulletin we include prayers for both 
members and non-members. The names read in the Prayers of Interces-
sion, during Sunday worship, are typically the most recent additions, as 
well as those  lifted up as needing extra prayers. 
 

If you, or someone you know is ill or hospitalized, please let us know as soon as possible! 
We want to pray, visit and bring communion, if desired, but if we don’t know... 



9 

Monthly Ministry Highlight:  

Can one week transform a child’s life for the better?  Yes – it can and it does for youth 
each year because of your partnership with Samaritas, Living Water Ministries and other 
compassionate people like you. This summer, Samaritas continues our highly success-
ful Kids to Camp program by sending up to 60 foster youth to Stony Lake Camp. Foster 
care can be traumatic for kids, and even more so for siblings separated when they enter the 
foster care system. We strive to reunite those youth so they can be with their sisters and 
brothers for a week of enjoying God’s goodness in a caring, enriching and supportive set-
ting. 
 

What is the minimum investment for this life-changing experience? Each child needs a 
$550 scholarship, which covers the cost of camp (about $400) and another $150 for a 
sleeping bag, pillow, bathing suit and money for the canteen – items these kids don’t have, 
items that many of us consider normal. To learn more about how your congregation can 
help foster children experience one of the best weeks of their lives, please contact DeeDee 
McVety, at dmcve@samaritas.org or (248) 953-1944. You can also learn more about all the 
services we offer at www.samaritas.org.  

                                                            

                                                           Bus Tour 
Wednesday - June 5 
9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

 

 Interactive tour of four life-changing program sites in Southeast Michigan - starting at: 
Carl E. Thomas Center, 8145 E. Jefferson Ave, Detroit MI 48214  

 

 Information & videos that bring you up close and personal to many more services as 
we travel in comfort aboard an executive motor coach  

 

 Along the way, we’ll also share more stories and information about services Samaritas 
provides  

 

 Snacks and water will be provided throughout the tour 
 

For more information or to RSVP, please contact:  
DeeDee McVety at (248) 953-1944 or email her at dmcve@samaritas.org 

mailto:dmcve@samaritas.org?subject=Samaritas%20Foster%20Care
tel:(248)%20953-1944
https://samaritas.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=987ec8a3042154d4496c81a8e&id=a0ac261854&e=0eee788d7c
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Christian Fellowship will meet 

Tues., June 11th, 11:30 am 

at Subu’s Leather Bottle. 

Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

May 19  Mary Foster 
  Karen Berean 
May 26  Tami Klopfer 
  Lunice Clay 
June 2  Kirsten Galka 
  Sue Scherbarth 
June 9  Jack Keck 
  Mark Erickson 
June 16  Mary Foster 
  Shari Dudek 
June 23  Tami Klopfer  
  Cheryl Pearson  
June 30  Carol Schrecengost 
  Bill Coughlin 
   

Communion Teams 10 am 
 

May 19  Nims Team 
May 26  Adams Team 
June 2  WELCA Team 
June 9  Dudek Team 
June 16  Berean Team 
June 23  Nims Team 
June 30  Adams Team 

                        for                
                   May/June 

Fellowship Events 

Saturday, June 8, 6 pm 

Pizza & Game Night  

Book Club News 
Our book for May is Bootstrapper: From Broke   
                to Badass on a Northern Michigan  
                Farm by Mardi Jo Link  
               Join us for a discussion in  
                             The Abbey, at 2:30 pm   
                                   on May 16th. 

Watch for the June book  
in the weekly Happenings. 

Altar Guild 
 

May 19  Marilyn Grable (8 am) 
  Mary Ann Asher (10 am) 
May 26  Katie & Michael Wineman (8 am) 
  Mary Ann Asher (10 am) 
June  Joyce Olivier 
 

Acolytes 10 am 
 

May 19  Seth Pianga 
May 26  Lily Asher 
June 2  Grace Pianga 
June 9  Lily Asher 
June 16  Lily Asher 
June 23  Makenna Moore 
June 30  Seth Pianga 



11 

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Fellowship Servers  

for May/June  
   

May 19  Cheryl & Rich Pearson 
May 26  Priscilla Circle 
June 9  Please sign up! 
June 16  Please sign up! 
June 23  Rachel Circle 
June 30  Please sign up! 

 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

  Altar Flowers 
  For May/June 

 

May 19  .......................................... Phil Capion 
May 26  ..................................... Schultz Family 
     Chancel Vase ......................... Kathryn Hall 
June 2 ..................................... Please sign up! 
June 9 ..................................... Please sign up! 
June 16 ........................................... Phil Capion 
June 23 ................................... Please sign up! 
June 30 ................................... Please sign up! 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

July/August 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
is set for  

June 10th. 

QUILTING BEE 
 

Mark your calendar for these  
future Quilting Bee dates: 

 

May 16 
June 20 

 

Please join us for this much loved ministry! 
Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,  

248-444-4003 
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