
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
March/April 2019 Newsletter 

Phone:  734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website:  www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor:  Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor:  Rev. Scott Seeke 
Ministers:  The disciples at Holy Cross 

Lenten Suppers  
Need You! 

March 13, 20, and April 3 & 10  
at 6:30 pm 

 

Lenten Suppers are a decades-old tradition at 
Holy Cross. We are looking for volunteers who 
would like to provide supper before our 
Wednesday Lenten services. As of this writing, 
most dates are open, with the exception of 
March 27th, which will be prepared by the fami-
ly and youth of 6.1.2. 
 

What is required? You need not be a gourmet 
chef to do this. Meals can be very simple; soup, 
salad and rolls are a favorite, but you can do 
whatever you would like. Feel like it is too much 
to do alone? Small ministry groups, Women’s 
Circles, or a group of friends can work together 
to accomplish this much loved ministry! The 
6.1.2 youth will set the tables before hand and 
assist with clean up afterward. 
 

Contact Shari Dudek, jsdudek@comcast.net, if 
you would like to cover one of our suppers. 

Lent 2019 
Most of you are familiar with the Lenten tradi-
tion of giving something up. Traditionally, by 
denying ourselves luxury, we remind ourselves 
of the sacrifice Christ made for us on the cross. 
But that’s not the only way to remember and 
honor Christ’s sacrifice; another traditional Len-
ten act, one that is less well known, is to add 
something in Lent. Both are possibilities. 
 

This year, we are doing both.  
 

Our Lenten Theme for 2019 is Cultivating & 
Letting Go. We will be exploring what God is 
calling us to let go, or reduce, not just for Lent, 
but beyond. That’s Letting Go. We will also ex-
plore the spiritual practices that God is calling 
us to add or deepen. That’s Cultivating. Each 
week in Lent will have a theme connecting what 

(continued on page 4) 

Holy Week Schedule 
on page 6. 
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This was not my week, and the bad things that have happened were my own fault. 
Just stupid things I did, stupid mistakes, and I kept making them, and I didn't 
understand why. When I texted Pastor Beth about how stupid I was feeling, she 
texted back "Well, feel free, but I'd like to remind you that a staff member died 
one month ago today." Yikes. Grief does weird things, and one thing it does is it 
makes it hard to think straight. It makes it hard to know what to do. 
 

That's one of the things we are struggling with: what to do. The "what." And 
though it's been a month, the "what" largely remains a mystery. If you recall, we 
had three months to plan between Cantor Michael's resignation letter and his last 

Sunday. We've only had a month here, so the "what" remains largely a mystery.  
 

The bible doesn't always give us exact instructions, in fact mostly it doesn't, and this 
situation is no different, but it does offer us solid insight into "how," as in "how we should 
act while we are figuring out the what." We find that advice in 1st Corinthians 13:4-6. That 
verse tells us that, 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  

 

We might not know what to do exactly, but we know how to be while we figure it out. We 
will continue to be patient. We will continue to be kind. We will protect, we will trust, hope, 
and persevere. We will get through this. We will be OK. And we will continue to do so 
with patience, with kindness, and above all with love. 
       ~ Pr. Scott 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
Sunday, April 21, 8:45 – 10 a.m. 

 

Much help is needed for this wonderful event to take place. Whether it be setting up the 
day before, baking treats or helping with clean-up, it takes a rather large village to pull it all 
off, on a morning where many would prefer enjoying worship and time with their family. 
 

Baked Goods: April 20. We need you...to bring sweet breads, pastries and oth-
er breakfast treats for Easter breakfast. Please let the office know what you intend to bring. 
 

Set-Up: April 20, 9:30 am. Plan to come and help set-up for Easter breakfast. Many hands 
will make light work! 
 

Clean-up: April 21. Help will be needed to clean up after breakfast. We are also in need of 
someone to run the dishwasher!  
 

Please contact Kathy Weaver, WeaverK@cintas.com, with questions. 

mailto:WeaverK@cintas.com
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Council Corner 
Dear Members of Holy Cross, 
 

THANK YOU for your attendance on Sunday, February 24 at the Business and Finance 
meeting. Because of your stewardship, we were able to pass the 2019 Budget. Now we look 
to the Holy Spirit to guide us throughout the year as council and its committees do God’s 
work. 
 

We are looking for members to prayerfully consider the following ministries: 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL: Our Nominating committee (Ron Waligora, Lynda Ashbay, Vern 
Adams and Jeff Schuman) is currently seeking members for nomination to the church 
council. I can tell you that the work of the church is a rewarding opportunity. It gives you a 
chance to understand how the church works and to be on the cutting edge of what the Ho-
ly Spirit has planned for 2019 and beyond. Prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve 
Holy Cross. 
 

NURSERY: The council is seeking someone who feels called to serve in the nursery dur-
ing 10 am worship. This person must be at least 18 years old. Prayerfully consider if this 
would work for you. Connect with Melodie Provencher if you have questions. The council 
would like to thank Rachel Stevens for covering the nursery. However, she can no longer 
serve in this way due to her job. We wish her the best in her new endeavors. 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Council is looking for two laypersons (one female and one male) 
to attend the Synod Assembly, which will take place on May 17-18, 2019 at Calvary Luther-
an Church in Clarkston, MI. This is a great way to learn what is happening at and around 
the Synod level. Your cost would be covered by Holy Cross. Learn more about the assem-
bly at this website: www.semisynod.com. Please connect with Melodie Provencher if you 
are interested.  
 

We continue to look for help with our ministries so that they can continue to be successful. 
You could help by participating in a ministry, being a member of a committee or support-
ing us with prayer – you are needed. I continue to challenge you to participate in our minis-
tries and help us to grow our faith and our presence in the community. If you are already 
involved, thank you for all you do for Holy Cross here at our church and in our communi-
ty. 
 

I continue to look forward to where the Holy Spirit leads us. Until next time. . . . 
 

Thanks for reading. 
Blessings, 
Melodie Provencher, President, Church Council 
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DON’T FORGET! 

Spring Forward 
MARCH 10 AT 2 AM 

we are Cultivating that week, and what we are Letting Go. We will 
do both, in the hopes that by doing so, we can grow a little more 
into the unique and wondrous person God made us to be. 
We will explore Cultivating & Letting Go in our daily devotions. A 
special Cultivating & Letting Go devotional booklet will be available 
to you, at no charge, for your devotional practice. We ask every-
one to let go of something in their daily life, to make room in their 
schedule to cultivate this habit for Lent. If you normally practice 

daily devotions (and hopefully you do), we ask you to use this one instead. 
 

We will explore Cultivating & Letting Go on Wednesdays in Lent, which begins March 6 with 
Ash Wednesday worship at 7:30 pm. The next five Wednesday nights, starting March 13, 
will begin with a meal at 6:30 pm. Like last Lent, we will have prayer stations, Cultivating 
stations, but rather than being available after worship, they will be open before, from 6:45 
until 7:30 pm. They will include some old favorites, and some new options. Midweek Wor-
ship will be at 7:30 pm, and our liturgy will be Holden Evening Prayer. Midweek Worship 
will include faith stories, dynamic scripture readings, and other elements that will help us 
creatively explore Cultivating & Letting Go. The fifth week will center around the Stations of 
the Cross. 
 

We will explore Cultivating & Letting Go during Sunday morning worship. Our liturgy will 
change to reflect the Lenten season, and the hymns will be more reflective. Worship will 
also feature some experimentation as we follow the Cultivating & Letting Go theme of that 
week.  
 

Finally, we will explore Cultivating & Letting Go during Holy Week, the culmination of our 
Lenten journey. This year Holy Cross will host the community Good Friday worship at 
noon, at which we will welcome members and pastors of local Lutheran churches to a 
shared worship.  
 

The followers of Christ have been Cultivating & Letting Go in Lent for thousands of years. 
You are invited to join this ancient spiritual practice, and together we will see how God is 
using the ancient and the modern to transform us this Lenten season. 

(continued from front page) 
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Holy Cross Annual 
Rummage Sale 

 
Save the date & your STUFF!  

 

Our annual rummage sale is scheduled for 
April 26-27. We will begin setting up the 
week of April 22nd. Much help will be 
needed with set-up, sales and clean-up. 
Please reserve some time in your schedule 
to lend a hand. Sign-up sheets will be 
available as the date gets closer. Bags and 
hangers will be needed! Set them aside for 
us. 
 

Contact Susan Scholz if you have questions. 

General Spring  
Meeting & Brunch 

 

May 4, 10:00 am 
 
 

Everyone is welcome, plan to attend! 

Annual Plant Sale 
 

Plants will be delivered on Friday, May 10th 
and will be available to pick up later that day, 
as well as on Saturday morning, just in time 
for Mother’s Day! Watch for more details! 

National Quilting Day 2019 
 

For nearly 70 years, compassionate people have put their faith into action and made quilts 
for people in need around the world. And not just a few quilts – hundreds of thousands of 
quilts every year. These gifts of love make life brighter, softer, and a bit more comfortable 
for our neighbors around the world struggling with displacement, chronic poverty, illness, 
natural disaster and conflict.  
 

This amazing ministry is one that blesses the lives of quilters and those who receive quilts, 
Join our quilters on Sunday, March 17th as they share their love of quilting. The quilters 
will be serving fellowship and quilts will be available to tie.  
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HOLY WEEK 2019 
 

April 14, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
PALM SUNDAY 

 

April 18, 7:30 p.m. 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Anointing of Hands, and Holy Communion 
 

April 19, Noon 
GOOD FRIDAY MIDDAY  

Service at Holy Cross 
Community Lutheran Worship  

with prayers, readings and music. 
  

April 19, 7:30 p.m. 
GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE 

  

April 20, 7:30 p.m. 
EASTER VIGIL 

  

April 21, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
RESURRECTION  

OF OUR LORD 
Festival worship at both services 

 

April 21, 8:45 - 10:15 a.m. 
EASTER BREAKFAST 

Faith and Family Night  
at Little Caesars Arena 

 

On Saturday, Feb 2nd, members of Holy Cross 
enjoyed a faith fun filled night with a Pistons 

basketball game, half time show and faith lead 
Q&A with some of the Pistons players.  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, Feb 24th Holy Cross youth prepared 
and served lunch for the annual congregation-
al meeting as a fundraiser to our summer 
camp programs. Thank you so much for your 
generosity! These donations will help our 
youth to attend these very important summer 
camps!  

12 Hour Crop & Craft 
March 23, 10 am - 10 pm 

 

Come craft the day away! Whether you like 
to scrap, crop, bead, knit or something else, 
come when you can and leave when you 
must. Bring your lunch, snacks and some-
thing to drink, we typically order out for din-
ner.  

Questions? Contact Shari Dudek. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

March 6 - Ash Wednesday, 7:30 pm (Please attend worship) 
March 13 - Lenten Supper, Prayer Station Set-up & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
March 20 - Lenten Supper, Prayer Station Set-up & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
March 27 - Prepare Lenten Supper, Prayer Station Set-up & Faith Formation 
April 3 - Lenten Supper, Prayer Station Set-up & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
April 10 - Lenten Supper, Prayer Station Set-up & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
April 17 - Lenten Supper, Prayer Station Set-up & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
April 24 - Dinner & Rummage Sale Set-up, 6 pm 
 

Lent 
Look out for the youth!! During the season of Lent, Holy Cross youth will be helping with set-up 
and clean-up  for Lenten suppers, preparing one supper, sharing their faith stories, setting up 
prayer stations and reading scripture during Wednesday night services.  

 

The Charge 
The middle school youth from 6.1.2 will be attending The Charge in Traverse City, 
from March 22nd-24th. This event will bring youth together in the hopes to 
energize and form faith through worship, small groups, and congregational time. 
The youth will also attend workshops emphasizing service opportunities, 

leadership development, and community (through team building) hoping they'll return ready to 
make change in the world!  
 

Watch for pictures in the next newsletter!  

612 

Easter Flowers 
 

The Chancel is always beautiful when decorated with Easter lilies, tulips and hyacinths.  
Ordering envelopes will be available in the Narthex beginning March 24th. We will accept 

payments of cash or checks made out to “Holy Cross”. 
 

Deadline for ordering is Sunday, April 14th. 
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Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Harold Capion 
Eleanor DeGraff 

Mildred Duby 
Bob Hoyrup 

Annette Jurcevic 
 

Eugene Schneider 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
 

Taylor Furda 
Tina Hiller 
 

Cole Quirolo 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Yvonne Aron 
JoAndrea Brandt 
Lois Carpenter 

Edna Duffy 
Joan Giese 
Jack Hendrickson 

Bob Noechel 
Werner Oellerich 
Jim Otto 

Nancy Painter 
Bob Stone 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Norma Beckerman 
Joyce Bigelow 
Mark Branton 
Kathy Buchfinck 
Gail Cebelak 

Pat Ferrari 
Rene Foster 
Maureen Hatteberg 
Gael Ivanec 
Ellie Leveranz 
Lillian May 

Carol Mazurek 
Ben Miller 
Doris Miller 
Pete Moundros 
Cara Nims 
Betty Parsley 

Ann Ransom 
Trudy Rigg 
Alice Santo 
Sue Scherbarth 
Virginia Sorensen 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Dear Pastors Beth and Scott,  
    Dave and I, along with Kristen and Misty and their families want to 
thank you for your extraordinary care for us during our daughter  
Annette’s passing, and carrying us gently through the process & plans 
for her memorial service. The service - music, message & love of the 
Holy Cross community were a rich and beautiful gift from the Lord’s 
hands, through you & your people. 
    We were embraced so lovingly. Hugs, tears, stories of Shelly Annette, 
not just of her abilities, but also of how she cared for and helped so 
many. 
    Thank you for your comfort, help & memories. No wonder she loved 
you so! 
      Much love, Carol & Dave Redfield 
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Monthly Ministry Highlight:  

Samaritas empowers congregations to join in our mission of serving people as an 
expression of the love of Christ. Our vision is for the people of your congregation and 
the people Samaritas serves, and who are sometimes the same exact people, to be enriched 
by special partnerships that are dedicated to improving lives. By working with one another, 
the work both of congregations as well as Samaritas are strengthened, because together we 
can accomplish abundantly more for other people than we could ever achieve alone. What 
are the special talents and resources that your congregation stewards and how can they be 
put to use for the sake of helping other people? Please contact our Chief Advancement 
Officer, Kelli Dobner, at kdobn@samaritas.org or (313) 308-8860 to learn more about 
congregational partnership opportunities. You can also learn more about all the services we offer 

at www.samaritas.org. 
 

To learn others ways that you and your congregation can be more involved in transforming 
this world for the better, and how Samaritas can become part of your annual ministry 
plans, please contact our Congregational Engagement Director, Pr. Niklaus  
Schillack, at nschi@samaritas.org or (313) 823-7986. You can also learn more about all 
the services we offer at www.samaritas.org. 

 

Red Wagon Ministry 
 

The Red Wagon program was developed to provide summer reading materi-
als to low income children, preschool through 8th grade, in an area of Wayne 
County known as Norwayne. Beginning in June and continuing through the 
month of August, volunteers will travel the neighborhoods with “Red  
Wagons” filled with books to the eagerly awaiting children. 
 

As in years past the greatest need for books are in grades 5th through 8th. 
 

Please support this ministry by purchasing one or more new soft-covered books. You may 
bring your books to Holy Cross throughout the month of May and put them in the boxes 
under our member mailboxes. 
 

Thank you for your support and generosity. 

mailto:kdobn@samaritas.org?subject=Samaritas%20Partnership%20Opportunity
tel:(313)%20308-8860
https://samaritas.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=987ec8a3042154d4496c81a8e&id=40c5c88ba8&e=0eee788d7c
mailto:nschi@samaritas.org?subject=Samaritas%20Congregational%20Update
tel:(313)%20823-7986
https://samaritas.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=987ec8a3042154d4496c81a8e&id=f44c7d5ecd&e=0eee788d7c
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Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

March 3 Kirsten Galka 
  Cara Nims 
March 10 Jack Keck 
  Sue Scherbarth 
March 17 Tami Klopfer 
  Karen Berean 
March 24 Tami Klopfer 
  Julia Machnak 
March 31 Michael Murphy 
  Linda Carlucci 
April 7  Carol Scherecngost 
  Bill Coughlin 
April 14 Mary Foster 
  Kathryn Hall 
April 21 Tami Klopfer 
  Sue Morman 
April 28 Jack Keck 
  Shari Dudek 
 

Communion Teams 10 am 
 

March 3 WELCA Team 
March 10 Nims Team 
March 17 Adams Team 
March 24 Dudek Team 
March 31 Berean Team 
April 7   WELCA Team 
April 14 Nims Team 
April 21 Adams Team 
April 28 Dudek Team 

                        for                
                   March/April 

Fellowship Events 

Saturday, March 9 & 
Saturday, April 13, 6 pm 

Pizza & Game Night  
♦♦♦ 

Saturday, March 23, 2 pm 

Movies & Munchies 

Book Club News 
Our book for March is Strings Attached  
                by Joanne Lipman &  
                   Melanie Kupchynsky.  
                   Join us for a discussion in  
                             The Abbey, at 2:30 pm   
                                   on March 21st. 

Altar Guild 
 

March 3 Mary Ann Asher (8 am) 
  Sue Scherbarth (10 am) 
March 10  Peggy Hefner 
March 17 Please sign up! 
March 24 Sue Scherbarth 
March 31 Please sign up! 
April 7-28 Please sign up! 
 

Acolytes 10 am 
 

March 3 Brooke Jaffke 
March 10 Makenna Moore 
March 17 Seth Pianga 
March 24 Seth Pianga 
March 31 Please sign up! 
April 7   Grace Pianga 
April 14 Please sign up! 
April 21 Lily Asher 
April 28 Alani Hawkins 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Coffee & Tea Servers  

for March/April  
   

March 3 Tami Klopfer & Beth Hare 
March 10 Joan Onkka and ? 
March 17 Quilters 
March 24 Esther Circle 
March 31 Please sign up! 
April 7-14 Please sign up! 
April 21 Easter Breakfast 
April 28 Ruth Circle 

 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

  Altar Flowers 
  For March/April 

 

March 3  .................................. Jack Dahlstrom 
March 10-April 14 ............. Lent/No Flowers 
April 21 ..................................... Easter Flowers 
April 28 .................................. Please sign up! 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

Christian Fellowship will meet  

Tues., March 12th, 11:30 am 

at Steve’s. 

May/June 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
is set for  

April 15th. 

QUILTING BEE 
 

Mark your calendar for these  
future Quilting Bee dates: 

 

March 21 
April 18 

 

Please join us for this much loved ministry! 
Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,  

248-444-4003 
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