
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
September 2018 Newsletter 

Phone: 734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke 
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross 

Crop Walk 
Sunday, October 14th 

Garden City Presbyterian Church 
Garden City, 1841 Middlebelt Rd.  

See more details on page 5. 

FALL PREVIEW 

A new “season” of  GPS 
is coming soon! 

 
 

♦♦♦ 
 

Autumn Labyrinth Event 

October 19 
 

♦♦♦ 
 

WELCA General Meeting 
October 26 & 27 

Details are posted  
on the WELCA Bulletin Board  
across from the Godly Play Rm. 

Holy Cross Fall Festival 
Sunday, September 16th at 11:00 am 

 

Fun for the whole family! 
 

Enjoy: Autumn themed croquet 
Apple Bean Bag Toss 
Labyrinth Maze Walk 

Hot dogs, a bonfire, s’mores,  
as well as cider & donuts! 

Calling All Singers and Ringers! 
 

Whether you only ring a little or sing a bit, we 
always welcome new members. Both choirs will 
return to their regular schedules on Wednesday, 
September 12th, Bells at 6:30 pm and Choir at 
7:30 pm, in the Music Center. Contact Cindy in 
the office if you have any questions. 
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Welcome Annette Jurcevic! 
 

On Sunday, August 19th we welcomed our new Director of Music and Worship, 
Annette Jurcevic. Yay! Annette comes to Holy Cross with a wide range of 
experiences. Most recently, she served at Samuel Lutheran Church in Muskegon. 
While there she accompanied worship and worked with the adult choir, hand-bell 
choir, recorder ensemble (which she started) and young singers. In 2012 she 
founded Shoreline Symphony, a community group which brought together 
amateur and professional musicians of all ages and walks of life. She has degrees 
in Music History and Literature, and Masters Degrees in Music Theory, Vocal 

Performance, and Choral Conducting, and plays piano, organ and violin. Annette has all the 
gifts we sought for this position. 
 

But that's not what has us most excited. 
 

What has us most excited is something that became clear during the search process, and 
that is this: Annette is the person God intended for this position. This is not to say that her 
skills and experience don't matter; quite the contrary, they do, and she is very qualified. 
Rather, it is to say that her greatest qualification is not any of those things. Her greatest 
qualification is that God wants her here with us, that God wants her to partner with us in 
ministry, that God wants her  to become one of us, so that we can work together to inspire 
and equip others to live Christ centered lives. That's what God wants for her, and for us, 
and it's exciting.  
 

Welcome Annette, and thanks be to God! 
-Pr. Scott 

Dear Members of Holy Cross, 
 

Summer is a time for family, friends, vacation, and rejuvenation. My prayer for you is that 
you were able to enjoy this time in your own special way. As summer is coming to a close, 
we look toward fall and what the Holy Spirit has planned for us as we see the rejuvenation 
of all our ministries. We look forward to you joining us in the activities being planned this 
year. 
 

We continue to look for help with our ministries so that they can continue to be successful. 
You could help by participating in a ministry, being a member of a committee or support-
ing us with prayer – you are needed. I continue to challenge you to participate in our  
ministries and help us to grow our faith and our presence in the community. If you are  
already involved, thank you for all you do for Holy Cross here at our church and in our 
community. 

Council Corner 

(continued next page) 
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I would like to especially lift up “Kid’s Hope”. This ministry needs one (or two) new  
leaders. Without new leaders, we will be unable to continue this ministry. Our current  
leaders are willing to walk new leaders through the process. Please pray that we find the 
next leader so that this ministry can continue here at Holy Cross. 
 

Council continues to take time at every meeting for visioning as we look to the future of 
Holy Cross. We are already reaping some of the benefits of the Rise Up Campaign. Several 
members of the council attended a workshop provided by the campaign in August, titled, 
“Council Meetings: From Business to Mission” where we explored the purpose of the con-
gregation council and its meetings. 
 

Also, we are excited as we gather our Listening team to lead us through the Tune In  
Process, which is also part of the Rise Up Campaign. The Tune In Process is a three year 
experience of discerning God moving through scripture and prayer, through the  
congregation, and through the neighborhood. Careful listening and reflection in these three 
spaces creates a movement from inward to outward as leaders expand their view of God. 
We look forward to where this process and the Holy Spirit will lead us as we look toward 
the future. 
 

The Holy Spirit is working in many ways at Holy Cross, I highlight only a few of them  
below: 
 The Education Committee has been working hard and has a great plan for Holy 

Cross Day on September 16 to roll out our Christian education program for our  
children. 

 A Facilities Use Committee was put together to look at how we can best use our 
building and make recommendations for change to accommodate our ministry pro-
grams. They have met several times this summer and have begun to make suggestions. 
Look for more information to come in the future. 

 An Eco Awareness Committee meeting was held with a great turnout. You can see 
information from them on page?? 

 The Mission Endowment Fund Committee has once again been meeting to discern 
the disbursement of fund monies to fund mission and ministry programs, projects and 
special needs not funded by the ordinary offering received by the church. 

 

I continue to look forward to where the Holy Spirit leads us. Until next time. . . . 
 

Thanks for reading. 
Blessings, 
Melodie Provencher, Council President 
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Upcoming Events 
 

September 8 - Escape Room/Laser Tag, 1 pm 
September 12 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
September 19 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
September 26 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
October 3 - Dinner & Acolyte Training, 6 pm 
October 10 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
October 14 - CROP Walk 

 

National Youth Gathering recap: 
 

We have been back from Houston for almost two months, wow, time flies! Upon our 
arrival home we were able to share some of our experiences from our time in Houston. 
Please look for more of those opportunities in the Newsletter and other places to come. 
First, a couple “stats” from our time in Houston: 
 

 31,242 people attended the National Youth Gathering 
 437 hair donations were made 
 1,248 units of blood were collected 
 40,000 books were collected 
 200 grace bags were assembled 
 $260,000 was raised for ELCA’s Global Farm Challenge 
 $261,226.43 was the total offering raised on Sunday’s worship service  
                (Donated to the Prison Congregations of America and Gulf Coast Synod ELCA) 

 

Please check the 6.1.2 board to see our adventures in Houston!  

612 

Monthly Ministry Highlight:  

Every child deserves a loving family. While some children are able to find safety, love, 
and permanency with their foster family or a relative, others continue to wait for their for-
ever family to be found. During this wait, we want to make sure they are celebrated by 
providing birthday and Christmas presents. We are looking for generous people to make 
these days special by sponsoring a child. Each sponsor will receive a picture, prayer request, 
and wish list for the child, or if financial gifts are sent, gift cards will be purchased for 
workers to buy gifts or take the child shopping. If you would like to help bring a smile 
to a child in foster care on their birthday or Christmas, please contact Torrie Todor-
ow at (248) 663-0677 or ttodo@lasadoption.org. These children are some of the 16,000 
people each year we are serving as an expression of the love of Christ as a result of your sup-
port. You can also learn more about all the services we offer at www.samaritas.org. 

tel:(248)%20663-0677
mailto:ttodo@lasadoption.org
https://samaritas.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=987ec8a3042154d4496c81a8e&id=050eeaa938&e=0eee788d7c
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Holy Cross ECO Blurb 
 

Did you know the average household contains between three and ten  
gallons of materials that are hazardous to human health or to the natural 
environment? There are obvious things, such as paint thinner, car batteries, 
and cleaners, but beyond clearly hazardous materials, substances such as 

polishes, greases and even prescription medicines and personal care products can affect the 
environment if disposed of improperly. You can prevent pollution before it starts 
through educated product choices, proper disposal, and the desire to contribute to sustaina-
bility or the continued environmental health of our planet.  
 

Here are some tips: 
 Before you buy a product, read the label and make sure that it will do what you 

want. Use safer or environmentally friendlier substitutes when available. 
 Once you buy something, read and follow directions on how to use a product and 

how to dispose of the container. 
 Take your household hazardous wastes to a community-wide collection. Wayne 

County holds several each year (the next is on November 3 in Taylor). 
 Take used prescription drugs to a collection event. The Livonia Police Department 

allows residents to dispose of unused medications on a quarterly basis, on the second 
weekend of March, June, September, and December. Some pharmacies also accept 
medications for disposal. 

What is the Crop Walk?  
The Crop Walk is a community-led fundraising event to end hunger. 
It is also a way to show global solidarity with the millions who walk 
miles every day in search of food and water.  
 

Why walk? 
CROP Hunger Walks are an interfaith event that builds support while raising funds to end 
hunger in your own community AND also around the world. Your participation impacts 
individuals and families in more than 35 countries. Everyone is welcome to join!  
 

When/where is the Crop Walk? 
The Crop Walk is Sunday, Oct 14th. Registration begins at 2:30pm and the walk begins at 
3:15 pm. This year’s Crop Walk will be at Garden City Presbyterian Church, 1841 
Middlebelt Rd.  
 

If you would like to donate to this worthy cause, please make checks payable to CWS/
CROP and place it in the offering plate or give to Kim Rowe. We will also have a donation 
table set-up during fellowship on Sunday, Sept 16th.   

https://www.waynecounty.com/departments/environmental/land-resource-management.aspx
http://livoniapd.com/?s=drug+drop+off
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 

     
  

 
  

2        LECTIONARY 22 3    LABOR DAY 4    5 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 

Office Closed 9:30 am  Bible Study  
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting
 
6:30 pm  Chancel Bells
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

9         LECTIONARY 23 10  11     12 
  8:00 am  Worship   
  9:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
11:30 am  PreK-5th gr. Parent Mtg 

9:30 am  Prayer Shawl  
               Ministry 
1:00 pm  Rachel Circle 
 
7:00 pm  Ruth Circle/AB 
7:00 pm  AA Bible Study 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 
11:30 am  Christian Fellowship at 
                 Archie’s Restaurant 
 
 6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting
 
6:30 pm  Chancel Bells
6:12 pm  6.1.2
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

16       LECTIONARY 24 17 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 18   NON FOOD PANTRY 19 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 

 
 
 
6:30 pm  Council Meeting 
7:00 pm  AA Bible Study 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
  
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting
 
6:30 pm  Chancel Bells
6:12 pm  6.1.2
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

23       LECTIONARY 25 24  25 26 

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum    
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm  AA Bible Study 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
  
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting
 
6:30 pm  Chancel Bells
6:12 pm  6.1.2
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

30       LECTIONARY 26    

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum    
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Community Building Use 

M 5pm Ellies Weigh 
W & Th 7am AA  
W & F 8pm AA 
W 8pm Alanon 
Th 11am AA 
Th 7:30pm AIM 

F 10am AA
2nd T 7pm Model Airplane
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters
2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH - SEPTEMBER 2018 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
  Private Event/FH 

6    NON FOOD PANTRY 7 8 

2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm  Chancel Bells 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am  WELCA Board 
  
  
  7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl 
                 Ministry 

 
 

1:00 pm  6.1.2 Activity 
 
6:00 pm  Pizza & Game  
                      Night 

13  14  15     

2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:12 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

  9:30 am  Esther Circle 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 

AA Seminar/FH 
 
 
 

20 21 22 

2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:12 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am  Quilting Bee  
   
 3:30 pm  Book Discussion 
 
 7:00 pm  Labyrinth Event  

 SEMI Synod - 
      Women in Justice/FH 

27 28 29 

2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:12 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 7:00 pm  Labyrinth Event 
 7:00 pm  Lydia Circle 

 Private Event/FH 

   

   

F 10am AA 
2nd T 7pm Model Airplane 
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters 
2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA 

Building use by outside groups is  

shown in red. 

Italicized activities are off site. 
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Mark Henry Brandstatter 
Kazuko Francetic 

Muriel Harper 

Ed Marman 
Lee Onkka 
Pat Peterson 

Jack Thom 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
 

Taylor Furda 
Tina Hiller 
 

Cole Quirolo 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

JoAndrea Brandt 
Harold Capion 
Lois Cavanaugh 
Mildred Duby 

Edna Duffy 
Joan Giese 
Jack Hendrickson 
Ann Holliday 

Burt Holliday 
Arlene Kudlas 
Bob Noechel 
Werner Oellerich 

Bob Stone 
 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Norma Beckerman 
Joyce Bigelow 
Rene Foster 

Maureen Hatteberg 
Gael Ivanec 
Ellie Leveranz 
Lillian May 

Ben Miller 
Doris Miller 
Pete Moundros 
Cara Nims 

Betty Parsley 
Ann Ransom 
Trudy Rigg 
Virginia Sorensen 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Grief  Support Ministry 
 

Our Grief Support Team is gearing up to help our grieving parishioners and friends. The 
team is planning to attend and share the 8-week Grief Support Workshop put on by New 
Hope Center in Northville. It is begins on Monday, Sept. 17th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and will 
be held at Ward Church in Northville. The registration flyers are available at Holy Cross 
near both entrances. Please feel free to invite anyone you know who has lost a loved one, 
friend, spouse, parent, child, and any others.  
 

For more information please contact 
Dottie Taylor at 248-859-4381 or  
Marilyn Grable at 734-338-6722. 
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The Backpack Ministry would like to thank 

all the members of our church family for 

their support with filing the backpacks for 

the children at the Children's Methodist 

Home in Redford. Each year the staff and 

boys look forward to receiving our filled 

backpacks knowing they have the necessary 

tools to succeed in the coming school. 
 

On behalf of the Staff and the Boys at the 

Children's Methodist Home many many 

thanks!! 

Dear Family and Friends:  
 

"THANK YOU" is inadequate for your support for the 20 weeks (4 weeks in the University of Michigan Hos-
pital) and 16 weeks of rehabilitation, Ann Arbor, which sustained me. "What a difference a day a makes" - 
finding heavenly healing in your menu where there was only "Sturm Und Drang."  
 

Yes, I'm alive, after diagnosed with a diffuse large 2 cm B-cell Lymphoma of extra nodal site in the brain--
but no bleed! Now I've got ineradicable four titanium screws in my skull. Days of required sacramental 
blessings of clinical trial chemical therapies conferred by competent staff on the reservoir atop of my head 
also. 
 

Daily drudgeries eventually turned into what I called--"something celestial, i.e., a healing raptness which 
descends unexpectedly when I awaken!"  Your opaque inner life is exposed to those who lift you, hug you 
and shower you! Deprivations of Sally and family (our "six" kids) where displaced daily when they en-
dowed me with strength and hope knowing the deadly dimensions of uncertainty.  
 

Thanks for listening and praying, as I'm eternally indebted to all of you. Health in body and spirit--in 
Christ.   
      Pax, Bill Moldwin,  
      Pray and work for peace. 

To our Holy Cross Family, 
 

Thank you for all of the cards, prayers, 
hugs, and love we have been given since 
the passing of my dad, Lee Onkka. It's a 
comfort to know that we have so much  
support from all of you. 
 

Shari Dudek 
Jeff, Kayla, & Alex 

Dear Holy Cross Family: 

 

Thank you for the prayers, love, sup-

port, cards, hugs, etc. that you have 

given me, not just with Lee's passing, 

but through all the years that he 

was in assisted living. You have been 

there for me and my family every 

step of the way. Please know that 

each of you has had a part in my 

well being though out these difficult 

years.  

 

Peace and Love,  

Joan Onkka 
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Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

September 2 Kristen Galka 
  Linda Carlucci 
September 9 Jack Keck 
  Bill Coughlin 
September 16 Mary Foster 
  Karen Berean 
September 23 Tami Klopfer 
  Susan Morman 
September 30 Michael Murphy 
  Cara Nims 
 

Altar Guild 
 

September 2 Mary Ann Asher 
September 9 Sue Scherbarth (8 am) 
                        Kathryn Hall (10 am) 
September 16 Barb Hunter &  
                        Marion Hansen 
September 23 Please sign up! 
September 30 Please sign up! 
 

Communion Teams 10 am 
 

September 2 Berean Team 
September 9 Waligora Team 
September 16 Dudek Team 
September 23 Adams Team 
September 30 TBA 
 

Acolytes 10 am 
 

September 2 Alani Hawkins 
September 9 Brooke Jaffke 
September 16 Makenna Moore 
September 23 Elaina Pianga 
September 30 Miriam Seeke 

                        for                

                   September 
Fellowship Events 

Saturday, September 8, 6 pm 

Pizza & Game Night 

QUILTING BEE 
Thursday, September 20 

 

Fall is here and we will be back to sewing, 
assembling, pressing and tying quilts begin-
ning at 10 am. We generally start to clean 
up at 2:30 pm. Please join us when you can, 
and leave when you must.  Bring a snack to 
munch and a beverage as we usually take a 
short break mid-day. There will be sewing 
machines available to use, but if you prefer 
your own and it’s portable, bring it with 
you! 

Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,  
248-444-4003 

Book Club News 
         Our book for September is  
                The Book That Matters Most by  
                Ann Hood. Join us for a  
                             discussion in The Abbey,   
                            at 3:30 pm on Sept. 20th. 

Faith Forum  
 

Please join us as we continue our journey 
the Book of Acts. We will continue through 
September until completion, and then begin 
to read through Paul’s various Letters that 
follow Acts, as time allows. 
 

Thanks to all for the participation and  
enthusiasm in our studies of Acts. 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Coffee &  

Tea Servers for  

September 
   

September 2 Linda Haddock,  
  Susan & Clayton Scholz 
September 9 Laura Sroka & DJ Noechel 
September 16 Please sign up! 
September 23 Lydia Circle 
September 30 Please sign up! 

 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

  Altar Flowers 
  For September 

 

September 2  Avis Rupp 
September 9  Brandstatter Family 
September 16  Phil Capion 
September 23  Joyce Bigelow 
September 30  Cara & David Nims 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

Christian Fellowship will meet  

Tues., September 11th, 11:30 am 

at Archie’s Restaurant. 

 

October 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
is set for  

September 17th. 
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