Holy Cross Lutheran Church
October 2018 Newsletter
Our Fall series, "Here We Stand," will take us up to
Reformation Sunday. In this series we will focus on
refugees. We will explore what the bible tells us about how
to treat refugees, what's happening in our nation and
world, and our response as Lutheran Christians living in
the United States today. As part of this series, we will
welcome a special guest from Samaritas, DeeDee McVety,
in worship and Faith Forum on Sunday, October 14. Biblical texts will continue to come from the
Revised Common Lectionary. More details about Samaritas Sunday can be found on page 3.

QUILT
BLESSING
SUNDAY
Quilts will be blessed during worship on Sunday,
October 7th. They will then boxed up in
preparation for delivery to the Ann Arbor
collection point. Please plan to be part of this
special day and if you can stay after to help box
up the quilts it would be greatly appreciated.

All Saints Day
November 4
This year we will be remembering lost loved ones
at morning worship as well holding a special
event in the afternoon.
Please see page 8 for additional details.
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross

New to Holy Cross?
Come Find Out More!
Are you new to Holy Cross? Would you like to
find out more about the church and its
programs? Are you wondering if this might be
the church for you? If that's you, please come
to the Membership Inquiry Program starting Sunday, October 21 from 9-9:45 am in the
Meeting Room. This four-week program
concludes Nov. 11th, and will help you get to
know Holy Cross better so you can know what
church membership is and make an informed
decision about whether Holy Cross is the
church for you. There is no obligation to
attend and no church experience necessary.
Simply RSVP via email to
pastorscottseeke@holycrosslivonia.org
and let us know that you will attend.
All are welcome!
Phone: 734-427-1414
Email: office1@holycrosslivonia.org
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org

As many of you know, it was a summer of funerals here at Holy Cross. I also
observed the first anniversary of one of my best friends’ deaths, and many of you
have had losses and anniversaries of losses as well.
It’s hard to know what to do when we’ve had a loss of any kind, or our friend or
family member has suffered a loss. In my experience, the world has patience with
grieving people for about…three weeks. After that, we’re all sort of expected to
get on with things. But that’s not how grief works, and it’s really sad to me that
we don’t have many of the rituals that used to be in place to protect grieving
people from the outside world for a little while.
What we have, as Lutherans, is All Saints Day.
This day has been important to me for a long time. I didn’t really understand it until my
dad died, and then the next November, the pastor read his name, a bell sounded, and
someone lit a candle.
I was able to cry and grieve with the support of my church (in this case, seminary) family,
even nine months later. I will always be grateful for this ritual! Our Christian siblings in
many Latin American countries practice a similar ritual called Dia de Los Muertos, or the
Day of the Dead, where they go have a picnic party in a cemetery and talk about their
friends and loved ones who are deceased. I LOVE this, and I love that it has become
mainstream with Dia de Los Muertos decorations at Target (and a GREAT Disney movie
called Coco!).
This year, Holy Cross will be offering not only All Saints morning worship services on
November 4, but also an opportunity later that afternoon at 2 p.m. to remember all those
who have died who are important to us. This will take the place of Blue Christmas, because
we already have this beautiful Lutheran Christian expression to grieve the loss of those we
love, and celebrate their lives. And we will have the opportunity to hear from a grief expert
about how to get through the holidays as a grieving person.
I am so grateful for rituals and liturgy, especially in times when we don’t know what to say!
They don’t replace heartfelt gifts and time spent with others, but they are a lovely reminder
that people have been grieving losses forever, and have assured each other that the God of
the resurrection is still with us.

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Beth
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Sunday, October 14th we will welcome
DeeDee McVety, who will update us on some
of the ministries of Samaritas, including their
work with refugees. Ms. McVety will be
speaking at both worship services, and will be providing further information in Faith
Forum at 9-9:45 am, in the Meeting Room. Everyone is invited to attend. You can read
more about Samaritas by visiting their website, www.samaritas.org, and you can read
more about their refugee ministry by visiting Samaritas New-Americans Resettlement.

Sunday

Did you know that for every $1 given can create $10 worth of
groceries for U.S. foodbanks to distribute? Each year the Crop
Walk not only helps end hunger, but helps to increase access to safe
drinking water and gives families the tools and training to help
grow the food they need.
This year’s Crop walk will be held at Garden City Presbyterian, 1841 Middlebelt Rd. in
Garden City on Sunday, October 14th. Registration begins at 2:15 pm and the walk to will
begin at 3 pm. Holy Cross will plan to walk as a group. Friendly dogs are welcome!

Bottled Water for Flint
Despite the lack of press coverage, the Flint Water Crisis continues, and Salem Lutheran
Church in Flint continues to be a source of clean water and legal aid for the residents of
Flint. We are going to help them in several ways.







Holy Cross is hosting pastors from across the Lower Peninsula on October 15-17 for
the Synod's annual Autumn Leadership Conference. Attending pastors have been asked
to bring cases of bottled water, and monetary donations to purchase bottled
water, for Flint.
We are asking you, the members of Holy Cross, to bring a case of bottled water on
Sundays between now and October 14th. If you would prefer to make a monetary
donation, $2 will buy a case of water. Please place cash, or checks made payable to
“Holy Cross”, in a pew envelope and label “Bottled Water”.
Thrivent will be contributing $250 to help purchase additional water!
The final way is that we will be asking the community groups that meet at Holy Cross
to help with donations.

We are confident that we can reach our goal of 150 physical cases of water, with cash
donations for more.
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GPS Launches
the week of October 8!!
The vision of Holy Cross is to “be a community of faith where people are inspired and
equipped for a journey of living lives centered in Christ”. GPS is an integral part of how we
endeavor to inspire and equip people for that journey. Our GPS cycle for 2018/2019
begins the week of October 8, and we’d love to have you join the adventure.
But just what is GPS? Eric Haupt, member of our newly formed GPS Leadership Team,
journeyed through GPS for the first time last year. Here are some of the things he saw
during his experience:
1) GPS is a safe place to share your life concerns with friends who really care and who will
pray with and for you.
2) GPS is a chance to see and directly experience the faith of other Christians
3) GPS is an opportunity to revisit the Bible you were taught about as a child and always
seem to be too busy as an adult to open.
4) GPS is a time to explore what it means to be a Christian and a Lutheran.
5) At GPS you can ask/discuss questions that don't have answers and not feel foolish.
Timing – Tuesday OR Thursday evenings; 7:00 to 8:30 pm: We are open to meeting
either Tuesday or Thursday evening. Let us know which works best for you and we’ll go
with the night that fits for the most people. Our first stage begins either Tuesday, October
9 or Thursday, October 11, and continues weekly until Tuesday, November 13 or
Thursday, November 15.
Questions? Want to sign up? Contact anyone on the GPS Leadership Team to sign up or
with questions. We’d like to hear from you by October 5th so we can settle on our
meeting night. You can reach us by emailing gps@holycrosslivonia.org or by calling or
emailing any one of us.
- GPS Leadership Team:
Ellen Batkie (248) 497-1451; elbatkie@gmail.com
Pastor Scott (734) 427-1414; pastorscottseeke@holycrosslivonia.org
Lynda Ashbay (734) 765-8344; lynda.ashbay@gmail.com
Eric Haupt
(734) 718-2205; eshaupt@sbcglobal.net
Jack Keck
(313) 204-3896; jackkeck408@yahoo.com
Joan Onkka (734) 546-3176; joanonkka@yahoo.com
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Holy Cross ECO Blurb
A great way to help the environment AND help your finances is to use less
gasoline. You can accomplish this by driving less but also by driving more
efficiently.

Tips to help you drive less:





Walk or bike when available and safe to do so (great for your health too!)
Carpool to church, work, the grocery store, etc.
"Batch" your errands by saving up non-urgent trips until you can do several things at
once (rather than making individual trips)
Shop and dine close to home (good for your local economy too!)

Tips to help you drive more efficiently:





Avoid aggressive driving and “tailgating”, try coasting to a stop
Observe the speed limit
Take unnecessary items out of your car/trunk
More info including estimated fuel cost savings at fueleconomy.gov
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN

Sun
Building use by outside groups is
shown in red.
Italicized activities are off site.
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LECTIONARY 27

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
Grief Ministry Mtg.
Worship Meeting

3:00 pm Opera Talk

14

SAMARITAS SUNDAY
8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Samaritas
9:00 am Fair Trade Sales
10:00 am Worship & Godly Play
11:00 am Fair Trade Sales
2:30 pm Crop Walk

21

LECTIONARY 29

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

9:30 am Prayer Shawl
Ministry

8

1:30 pm Staff Meeting

9

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

10

9:30 am Bible Study
1:00 pm Rachel Circle
7:00 pm Ruth Circle/MR
7:00 pm AA Bible/AB
7:00 pm Council

15 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

11:30 am Christian Fellowship
at Richard’s
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

16

NON FOOD PANTRY
No Bible Study
SEMI Synod Conference
(8 am - 9 pm)

6:00 pm
6:45 pm
7:45 pm

17

SEMI
(8 am -

SEMI Synod Conference
(12 - 8 pm)

1:30 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm AA Bible/AB

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

22

23

24

Worship
Membership Inquiry
Worship & Godly Play
6.1.2 Cider Mill/
All Welcome!

9:30 am Bible Study
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm AA Bible/AB

28 REFORMATION SUNDAY

9:30 am Bible Study

29

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

30

8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Membership Inquiry
10:00 am Worship & Godly Play
Grief Facilitator Mtg.

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

31

9:30 am Bible Study
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm AA Bible/AB
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6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

CHURCH - OCTOBER 2018

d

m 6.1.2.
m Chancel Bells
m Chancel Choir

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

12

13

NON FOOD PANTRY
10:00 am WELCA Board
7:00 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

11
9:30 am Esther Circle

m 6.1.2.
m Chancel Bells
m Chancel Choir

6:00 pm Pizza & Game Night

18

19

20

10:00 am Quilting Bee

Synod Conference
- 12:30 pm)
2:30 pm Book Discussion

m 6.1.2.
m Chancel Bells
m Chancel Choir

m 6.1.2.
m Chancel Bells
m Chancel Choir

No 6.1.2.
m Chancel Bells
m Chancel Choir

7:30 pm Fall Labyrinth
Event

25

26

27
7:00 pm Drumming on the
Labyrinth

7:00 pm Yoga on the
Labyrinth or FH
7:00 pm Lydia Circle
Community Building Use
M 5pm Ellies Weigh
M, T, W & Th 7am AA
2nd T 7pm Model Airplane
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters
W & F 8pm AA
W 8pm Alanon
Th 11am AA
Th 7:30pm AIM

1 & 3rd Th 7pm SSDS
1st Th 10am Spinners
F 10am AA
2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA
S 10am Over Eaters Anon
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Rene Foster

Maureen Hatteberg
Gael Ivanec
Ellie Leveranz
Lillian May

Ben Miller
Doris Miller
Pete Moundros
Cara Nims

Betty Parsley
Ann Ransom
Trudy Rigg
Virginia Sorensen

Edna Duffy
Joan Giese
Jack Hendrickson
Ann Holliday

Burt Holliday
Arlene Kudlas
Bob Noechel
Werner Oellerich

Bob Stone

Those Homebound:
JoAndrea Brandt
Harold Capion
Lois Cavanaugh
Mildred Duby

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
Mark Henry Brandstatter

Kazuko Francetic

Muriel Harper
Ed Marman

Lee Onkka
Pat Peterson

Jack Thom

Cole Quirolo
Michael Rasler

Jennifer Smith
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy
Scott Vasko

Those in Service to Our Country:
Matthew Conrad
Stephen Cruickshank

Taylor Furda
Tina Hiller

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

All Saints Day - November 4
If you lost a loved one in the past year and would like them remembered, during our
morning worship, please bring or email, a picture to the office by Monday, Oct. 26th.
We’d also like to invite you to take part in a special All Saints Day event in the afternoon,
beginning at 2 pm. We will have speakers who will:
Address the tradition of All Saints Day and remembrance.
Speak to those for whom the approaching holidays may not be the happiest
time of year.
 Lead a Labyrinth Walk (weather permitting).



Refreshments will be served. We hope you can join us.
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Upcoming Events

612

October 3 - Dinner & Worship Training, 6 pm
October 10 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
October 14 - CROP Walk, 2:15 Register/3:15 pm Walk
October 17 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm
October 21 - Cider Mill, after 10 am worship - All are welcome!
October 24 - Dinner & Faith Formation
October 28 - Confirmation/Reformation Sunday! (One Service at 10 am)
October 31 - No 6.1.2...Happy Halloween!

Confirmation/Reformation Sunday
On Sunday, October 28th, our confirmation students will Affirm their Baptisms. What does that
mean?! It is an opportunity for people to affirm, for themselves the promises that their parents,
sponsors and congregation made for them at their baptism. We will joyfully welcome three newly
confirmed students!
Reminder! Please sign-up for 6.1.2’s weekly dinners and Worship Support.

Monthly Ministry Highlight:

Welcome home! Samaritas Senior Living offers retirement living for seniors with five
communities in Michigan. Whether you want independent living, assisted living, skilled
nursing, memory support, rehabilitation therapy, or home care services, you'll find a solution to fit your needs or the needs of your loved ones. We are here to provide you with
help and support, and as one of the largest faith-based nonprofits in Michigan, Samaritas is
dedicated to having caregivers who do the right thing, for the right reasons, every day. The
five senior living communities are in following areas and can be contacted at the phone
numbers offered: Grand Rapids (616) 452-5900; Bloomfield Hills (248) 723-6275;
Saginaw (989) 799-1902; Cadillac (231) 775-0101; Traverse City (231) 938-4673. More
information can also be requested at: www.samaritas.org/seniors. You can also learn more
about all the services we offer at www.samaritas.org.
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Fellowship Events

for

Saturday, October 13, 6 pm

October

Pizza & Game Night
Southeast Michigan Synod WELCA

Lectors 8 am/10 am
October 7

Business Meeting
October 26

October 14

Workshops
October 27

October 28

♦

Details are posted
on the WELCA Bulletin Board
across from the Godly Play Rm.

October 21

Altar Guild
October 7

October 14

Book Club News

Our book for October is
Where’d You Go by Marie Semple.
Join us for a discussion in
The Abbey, at 2:30 pm
on Oct. 18th.

QUILTING BEE
Mark your calendar for these
future Quilting Bee dates:

Carol Scherecengost
Kathryn Hall
Mary Foster
Jack Dahlstrom
Tami Klopfer
Jan Wheeker
Jack Keck
Lunice Clay

October 21
October 28

Peggy Hefner (8 am)
Mary Ann Asher (10 am)
Please sign up! (8 am)
Kathryn Hall (10 am)
Please sign up!
Please sign up!

Communion Teams 10 am
October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

WELCA Team
Berean Team
Waligora Team
Dudek Team

Acolytes 10 am
October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

October 18
November 15
Please join us for this much loved ministry!
Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,
248-444-4003
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Miriam Seeke
Seth Pianga
Gabriella Thomas
Matthew Moore

Altar Flowers
For October

Coffee & Tea Servers
for October

October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

Phil Capion
Chuck Childress
Rhema Subject
Doris Johnson
Bob & DJ Noechel
Please consider providing flowers
for the altar. Sign up on the board
hanging across from the office.

October 7

Susan Morman &
John Markiewicz
October 14
Rich & Cheryl Pearson
October 21
Greg & Tami Klopfer
October 28
Esther Circle
Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer
for this much appreciated ministry.

Christian Fellowship will meet
Tues., October 9, 11:30 am
at Richard’s Restaurant.

Blessing of the Pets
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
39020 Five Mile Rd. Livonia
Saturday, October 6, 11 am - 1 pm

November

All are welcome! Bring your pet for a
blessing and photo opportunity, goodies for
the humans will also be available. Donations
for the Huron Valley Humane Society will
be collected, ie. small blankets, bath towels,
and pet food in the original bag/can.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

October 15th.

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
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In this issue:

centered in Christ

for a journey of living lives

where people are inspired and equipped

To be a community of faith

Our vision:

God’s People Doing God’s Work

Claimed, Met, Called and Sent to be

Our mission:

30650 Six Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152-3499

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

fb.com/holycrosslivonia

