
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
November 2018 Newsletter 

Phone: 734-427-1414 
Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 

Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke 
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross 

All Saints Day - November 4 
 

This year we will be remembering lost loved ones at morning worship as 
well holding a special event in the afternoon. Beginning at 2 pm, we will 
have speakers who will: 
 

 Address the tradition of All Saints Day and remembrance. 
 Speak to those for whom the approaching holidays may not be the  
   happiest time of year. 
 Lead a Labyrinth Walk (weather permitting).  

 

Refreshments will be served. We hope you can join us. 

Advent by Candlelight 
Tuesday, December 4th - 6:30 pm 

 

Everyone is invited to attend this annual cele-
bration of Advent. We will enjoy a delightful 
evening of appetizers, desserts and fellowship.  
 

Hostesses are needed for the tables. Hoping to 
make it easier, we will be using Holy Cross  
tablecloths, dinnerware and silverware. There 
will be no need to haul dirty dishes home. Each 
hostess will need to provide napkins, candles, a 
centerpiece, etc. to decorate a table. Appetizers 
and dessert should be supplied by the hostess 
or another guest at the table. Watch for a sign-
up sheet! 

Deck the Halls! 
and the Sanctuary, Narthex...  

Saturday, November 24th at 9:30 am. 

Mark your calendar and watch for  
details in your weekly email. 

 
 
 
 

Clothing will be collected through November 
11th., and taken to Hope Lutheran Church in 
Garden City for distribution. 
 

Please bring your clean, gently worn clothing 
during this time period. Rachel Circle will be 
overseeing this project this year.  
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Have you ever built anything? 
  
I bet you have. You can't be an adult without 
having built something. Whether it's assembling 
furniture in your living room or putting 
together a car on an assembly line, all of us 
have built things, and so all of us know that 
just about everything is made up of many 
smaller things. Everything has building blocks. 
The computer I'm typing this on, the chair I'm 

sitting in, my relationship with you that makes you 
willing to at least give this a glance. Everything has building blocks. Everything. 
  
November is stewardship season, and our theme is Building Blocks of the Kingdom. We are 
exploring what pieces and parts it takes to build God's Kingdom here on earth, and the 
foundation of God’s Kingdom is what God has first done for us. Here’s what you can do: 
 
 Ponder the answer to this question: “What am I thankful for?” 
 While you ponder, prayerfully consider your estimated giving for 2019. Every increase 

in giving adds building blocks to God’s Kingdom.  
 Come to worship on November 11 or 18 ready to write down on a piece of paper what 

you are thankful for.  
 That paper will give you an opportunity to participate in building a church out of 

Legos, because our thankfulness is the ticket to building God’s Kingdom! 
 Thanksgiving Sunday will be November 18, and you will have the opportunity to 

present your pledge card.  
 The following Sunday, November 25, we will celebrate all of the building blocks of 

God’s Kingdom on our pledge cards, and will reveal the Lego church we have built out 
of God’s generosity to us.  

  
It’s going to be a great season of giving thanks and celebrating all that God has done, and 
to getting a fun and unique glimpse of what God’s Kingdom can look like.  Start 
pondering! 
 

-Pr. Scott 
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Council Corner 

Dear Holy Cross Congregation, 
 

This month, I bring to you an update about the Organ. First, I would like to thank the 
members of the Organ Committee for their time and commitment to this project. The 
committee members are Linda Bozgan, Barb Myers, Ralph Paschke, Pastor Beth and  
myself. If you get a moment, please thank them. 
 

The Organ Committee and Capital Improvement committees brought a recommendation 
to the church Council for the organ at their October meeting. At that meeting, the council 
voted to bring this recommendation to the congregation. The recommendation is for a  
Hybrid organ. 
 

There will be three information sessions provided to the congregation to help you learn 
about a hybrid organ and a chance to take a field trip to listen to a hybrid organ. 
 

Our first information session will be Sunday, November 4, after the 10 am service. There 
will also be information sessions on November 11 and 25 at the same time. Members of 
the organ committee will be present at all meetings to share information about the hybrid 
organ and their process. 
 

Information for your perusal will be available prior to the November 4 meeting. 
 

Also, to help you plan ahead, there will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 
2, following the 10 am service. in the sanctuary for the purpose of discussing and voting on 
the recommendations of Council and the Organ and Capital Improvement Committees 
regarding the organ. 
 

So, to recap here is the timeline: 
 Information Sessions on November 4,11, and 25 
 Listening event (field trip to a church with a hybrid organ) tentatively planned for the 

week of November 5 (more information to come when finalized.) 
 Congregational meeting Sunday, December 2, to discuss and vote on the  

recommendations. 
 

Continue to follow the newsletter, happenings and weekly bulletins for further information. 
 

Till next time… 
Blessings, 
Melodie Provencher, Council President 
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What’s Happening in the Pre-School? 
 

Fall is in full swing, and Mother Hubbard Preschool has much to be  
thankful. October was filled with apples, leaves and pumpkins, now 
we are looking forward to turkeys, pilgrims and Native  
Americans. We cannot wait to hear what our preschoolers are  
thankful for on November 19th! 

Bottled Water for Flint 
 

The water provided by Holy Cross went to residents at a low-
income senior apartment building that we provide water to 
residents who have severe medical need and people with disa-
bilities. The water went to 13 households with residents who 
have the following challenges: bedridden, need the water for 
bathing for medical issues, on oxygen, wheel-chair bound, 
heart/stroke patients. Most are elderly and some are over 85 
years of age. Each household receives between 8-12 cases of 
water per month (depending on the number of bottles per 
case). We try to give 8 cases (40 count) per month. The water 
provided though Holy Cross covered the residents scheduled 
on the route for today! 
 

In total, Salem Lutheran in partnership with Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church serves 170 households monthly.  
 

Thank you for your leadership, ministry,  
and partnership on this! 
Pastor Monica 
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Holy Cross ECO Blurb 
 

What are YOU Wearing?  
Microfiber Pollution and How You Can Help 

 

Microfibers come from natural or synthetic fabrics used to make clothes. When 
these fabrics break down, they can shed “microfibers,” tiny filaments much 

smaller than the width of a piece of hair. In particular, synthetic materials have been a main 
area of microfiber research because such microfibers resist breaking down in the environ-
ment and are often much finer than the fibers of natural fabrics. 
 

Every time you wash a load of laundry, hundreds of thousands of microfibers break off your 
clothes. And, as your clothes age, they shed more and more fibers. Because microfibers are so 
tiny, wastewater treatment plants can’t catch them all. They pass straight through back into the 
rivers, lakes, and, eventually, the ocean where they absorb toxic chemicals that already pollute 
our water supply. Fish and other aquatic animals eat the plastics, and the chemicals make their 
way up the food chain to us. 
 

Here are some ways you can reduce how many microfibers you release: 
 Buy products made of high-quality materials, which initial studies have shown to have a 

lower rate of microfiber shedding. Consider natural materials, whose fibers break down 
more easily than synthetic. 

 Wash clothes less frequently. 
 When you do wash, consider using a front-load washing machine on the delicate setting 

with liquid laundry detergent. Research has shown that using a front-load rather than a 
top-load washing machine can result in 5 times less microfiber shedding. 

 Consider installing a washing machine lint filter. 
 Ensure your public sewer or septic connection functions properly. Recent studies show 

that up to 99% of microfibers may be captured in common types of municipal 
wastewater treatment systems. 

 

It often seems difficult to believe you can make a difference in our environment, but re-
member that every little bit helps. 
Sources: 

www.rei.com/blog/news/microfibers-what-we-know-so-far 
greenfuture.io/environment/microfiber-pollution/ 
www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/jun/29/microfibers-plastic-

pollution-apparel-oceans 

https://www.rei.com/blog/news/microfibers-what-we-know-so-far
https://greenfuture.io/environment/microfiber-pollution/
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/jun/29/microfibers-plastic-pollution-apparel-oceans
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/jun/29/microfibers-plastic-pollution-apparel-oceans
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sun Mon Tue Wed

     
  

 
  

 
 
 

4         ALL SAINTS DAY 5 6 7 

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:00 am  Organ Info Session 
 
  2:00 pm   All Saints Day Event 

9:30 am  Prayer Shawl  
                Ministry 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
 
1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
 

   
 
   
6:00 pm  6.1.2
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

11        LECTIONARY 32 12 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 13     14    
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
  9:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
11:00 am  Organ Info Session 
 

 
 
1:00 pm  Rachel Circle 
 
 
7:00 pm  Ruth Circle 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 
11:30 am  Christian Fellowship 
               @ Buddy’s 
 1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

 

 6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
 
 

 

   
   
6:00 pm  6.1.2
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

18   THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 19 20    NON FOOD PANTRY 21 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  Council Meeting 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
  
1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

   
 
   
NO 6.1.2
NO Chancel Bells
NO Choir Rehearsal

25 CHRIST THE KING/ADVENT 1 26  27 28 

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:00 am  Organ Info Session 
 
  2:00 pm  Dragon Mead Tour 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

 
 

 
 
6:00 pm  6.1.2
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

Building use by outside groups is 

shown in red.

Italicized activities are off site.

Community Building Use 

M 5pm Ellies Weigh/L 
M 7pm Augustine Fellowship/MR 
M, T, W & Th 7am AA/AB/FH 
2nd T 7pm Model Airplane/FH 
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters/FH 
W & F 8pm AA/FH 
W 8pm Alanon/L 
Th 11am AA/FH 

Th 7:30pm AIM/L 
1 & 3rd Th 7pm SSDS/FH 
1st Th 10am Spinners/MR 
F 10am AA/AB 
2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA/AB 
S 10am OverEaters Anon/AB 
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH - NOVEMBER 2018 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   NON FOOD PANTRY 2 3 
10:00 am  WELCA Mtg. 
 
   
 7:00 pm  GPS 
 7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl 
                 Ministry 

 
Bird Show 
FH/MR 

 
Bird Show 
FH/MR 

 
 
 

8 9 10 

6:00 pm  6.1.2 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 am  Esther Circle 
 
 
 7:00 pm  GPS 
 
 

 
    

  9:00 am  Choir Retreat 
 
12:00 pm  Private Event/AB 
 
 
  6:00 pm  Pizza & Game                 
                      Night 

14    15 16 17 

6:00 pm  6.1.2 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 
10:00 am  Quilting Bee 
 
 
  2:30 pm  Book Discussion 
 
  7:00 pm  GPS 

 
 
 

10:00 am  WELCA Synod   
                 Board Meeting/AB 
 
 

22   THANKSGIVING 23 24    

NO 6.1.2 
NO Chancel Bells 
NO Choir Rehearsal 

Office Closed 
Private Event 

Office Closed 
 
 
  

9:00 am  Private Event/FH 
9:30 am  Decking of Halls 
 
7:00 pm  Drumming/N 
 
 

29   30    

6:00 pm  6.1.2 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

Building use by outside groups is  

shown in red. 

Italicized activities are off site. 
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Mark Henry Brandstatter 

Kazuko Francetic 
Muriel Harper 
Ed Marman 

Lee Onkka 
Pat Peterson 

Jack Thom 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
 

Taylor Furda 
Tina Hiller 
 

Cole Quirolo 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

JoAndrea Brandt 
Harold Capion 
Mildred Duby 

Edna Duffy 
Joan Giese 
Jack Hendrickson 

Ann Holliday 
Burt Holliday 
Arlene Kudlas 

Bob Noechel 
Werner Oellerich 
Bob Stone 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Norma Beckerman 
Joyce Bigelow 
Mark Branton 
Rene Foster 

Maureen Hatteberg 
Gael Ivanec 
Ellie Leveranz 
Lillian May 
Ben Miller 

Doris Miller 
Pete Moundros 
Cara Nims 
Betty Parsley 
Ann Ransom 

Trudy Rigg 
Alice Santo 
Virginia Sorensen 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

A BIG THANKS 
 

The  ladies of WELCA would like to thank all 
who donated items and monetarily for the Malawi 
Project last Spring. Due to your openness and love, 
we were able to send approximately 1,500 to 2,000 
items to them, somethings were composed of more 
than one item (i.e. school supplies, pencils, etc.). We 
also sent over $300 dollars to help with shipping 
costs. Again, thank you for your generosity in help-
ing one of the poorest nations in the world.  
  

 God bless all of you, 
 Ginny Smith, WELCA Vice President 

Thank you all for your thoughtful prayers, 
cards and concerns while I was recovering. It 
means so much to know I have so many lov-
ing prayer warriors.  
 

    Kim Rowe 
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Monthly Ministry Highlight:  

Samaritas currently serves 16,000 people a year as an expression of the love of 
Christ. This is a result of the generosity of the growing number of individuals and congre-
gations partnering with Samaritas. For that reason, at the end of each year, we ask our part-
ners to prayerfully consider financially supporting the life-changing ministries we share by 
giving to The Good Samaritan Fund. The Good Samaritan Fund helps provide supportive 
programs for our most vulnerable individuals in the community, such as emergency ser-
vices for the homeless, counseling for survivors of human trafficking, residential housing 
for persons with disabilities, and senior enrichment. 
 

To learn others ways that you and your congregation can be more involved in transforming 
this world for the better, and how Samaritas can become part of your annual ministry 
plans, please contact our Congregational Engagement Director, Pr. Niklaus  
Schillack, at nschi@samaritas.org or (313) 823-7986. You can also learn more about all 
the services we offer at www.samaritas.org. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Niklaus Schillack 
Director of Congregational Engagement 

Upcoming Events 
 

November 7 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
November 14 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 
November 21 - No meeting...Happy Thanksgiving! 
November 28 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6 pm 

 

Reminder! Please sign-up for 6.1.2’s weekly dinners and Worship Support. 
 

CROP Walk Success!  
Thank you so much for your generous donations to this year’s CROP Walk. Holy Cross raised a 
grand total of $925.80 and 5 youth and 4 adults walked. For more information, please take a look 
at the CROP Walk kiosk, across from the mailboxes. Also, thank you Jill Waligora and others who 
helped make this year’s CROP Walk a success! 
 

Service Opportunity 
In the month of November, 6.1.2 youth will be making fleece 
blankets for a variety of different causes. If you would like to 
help or donate fleece, please let me know!  

612 

mailto:nschi@samaritas.org?subject=Samaritas%20Congregational%20Update
tel:(313)%20823-7986
https://samaritas.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=987ec8a3042154d4496c81a8e&id=f44c7d5ecd&e=0eee788d7c
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Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

November 4 Carol Schrecengost 
  Linda Carlucci 
November 11 Dennis Walker 
  Karen Berean 
November 18 Mary Foster 
  Cara Nims 
November 25 Tami Klopfer 
  Karen Berean 
 

Altar Guild 
 

November 4 Barbara Hunter & 
  Marion Hansen 
November 11 The Wineman’s (8 am) 
  Please sign up! (10 am) 
November 18 Peggy Hefner 
November 25 Please sign up! 
 

Communion Teams 10 am 
 

November 4 Adams Team 
November 11 WELCA Team 
November 18 Berean Team 
November 25 Waligora Team 
 

Acolytes 10 am 
 

November 4 Grace Pianga 
November 11 Please sign up! 
November 18 Lily Asher 
November 25 Please sign up! 

                        for                

                   November 
Fellowship Events 

Saturday, November 10, 6 pm 

Pizza & Game Night 

Book Club News 
         Our book for November is  
                The Summer Before the War by  
                 Helen Simonson. Join us for a  
                             discussion in  
                              The Abbey, at 2:30 pm  
                                  on November 15th. 

      
             Coming soon… 

         order your 
           Christmas poinsettias! 

The Wish Tree  
 

The WELCA sponsored 
Wish Tree, for Samaritas 
Family Services Shelter will 
be set up soon in the  

narthex. More details regarding the tags will 
be available in the December newsletter and 
the Friday Happenings. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Peggy Hefner,  
(248) 882-2962.  
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Coffee & Tea Servers  

for November 
   

November 4 Beth Hare & Friends 
November 11 Laura Sroka 
November 18 Please sign up! 
November 25 Ruth Circle 

 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

  Altar Flowers 
  For November 

 

November 4  Please sign up! 
November 11  Please sign up! 
November 18  Please sign up! 
November 25  Please sign up! 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

Christian Fellowship will meet  

Tues., November 13, 11:30 am 

at Buddy’s. 

 

December 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
is set for  

November 12th. 

QUILTING BEE 
 

Mark your calendar for this  
final date in 2018: 

 

November 15 
 

Please join us for this much loved ministry! 
Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,  

248-444-4003 
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