Holy Cross Lutheran Church
May 2018 Newsletter
2017-18 Annual Ministry Meeting
& Election of Council Members
May 6, at 11:30 am

Lunch will be prepared by Kathy Weaver and
friends! Please consider helping with clean-up!

Council Election
We will be electing 4 new council members; 3
for a 3-year term and 1 for a 2-year term.

Candidates include:
Ellen Batkie
Shari Dudek
Eric Haupt

Ryan Moore
Michael Murphy
Tim Smith

Bottle & Can Drive
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Are you looking for someone to take
those stinky wet cans off your
hands? Look no further! 6.1.2 is
holding a can/bottle drive. Please place your
rinsed, returnable bottles and cans in the
designated container outside of Kim’s office.
Thank you!
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross

Easter Thanks!

Many, many thanks to Glenn, Christine, Erica
& Jack Newa, along with their able bodied crew
including Dennis, Karen & Marissa Walker and
Dennis’s Dad Bill for planning and preparing yet
another delicious breakfast. Thanks also to all
those who helped set up the fellowship hall on
Saturday morning and those who assisted in
cleaning up on Sunday. The preparations and
cleanup go very quick when many hands are
involved!

World Labyrinth Day
Saturday, May 5

Join us in the Holy Cross
Labyrinth & Prayer Park
12:30 – 2:30 pm.
Never used the labyrinth? This is the perfect
opportunity! Information and finger labyrinths
will be available. A special group walk
will start at 1 pm to pray for peace.

Phone: 734-427-1414
Email: office1@holycrosslivonia.org
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org

We were blessed to work with Chuck these past nine months, and we were
recipients of his strong opinions about how church should be on many occasions.
We believe that the below letter represents what church should be, and what Holy
Cross IS. We are grateful to Chuck's family for sharing this note, and we are
grateful to you for surrounding this family with your love and prayers. Chuck
would be proud.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastors Beth and Scott

Dear Holy Cross Lutheran Church members,
I honestly don’t know where to begin. 'Thank you’ seems so inadequate, but I am so very
grateful for all the cards, prayers and hugs. You have wrapped us all in your loving grace
leaving me and my family overwhelmed and humbled by the outpouring from so many.
Special thanks to Norm and Virginia Sorensen for helping me through this sad time. They
are simply the best neighbors ever! My children have grown fond of them and are relieved
to know they’re so close.
Also, I want to thank Cindy Channey for always being there and helping me whenever I
asked her! Honorable mentions also for the inimitable Ellen Batkie and the hard-working
Melodie Provencher—unparalleled members who always have time for me and my needs.
Quite remarkable and tremendously appreciated.
Please know the "prayer shawl" was happily received by Chuck!
Much gratitude to all the women who worked so hard preparing that wonderful meal—
wow! We love you all!
And finally, Pastors Scott and Beth, we are forever touched by the beautifully moving
service you conducted for our Chuck. I know in my heart it was just as he wanted—and for
that I am grateful.
My daughter Debora said in her remarks that her father was gone now. But I have to
disagree. A part of Chuck lives in each of my dear children—and in their children, my
grandchildren. Even more, a part of him lives in every life he impacted. That’s the beautiful
thing about life.
With loving thanks,
Lois Lindquist and All of My Family
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Holy Cross Council Corner
Dear Members of Holy Cross,
As I sat at my computer pondering what I should write about in this month’s council
report, the words that kept coming into my mind as I let it wander were “Holy Spirit.”
The Holy Spirit is alive and well here at Holy Cross Lutheran Church! The Holy Spirit is
truly leading us. The Holy Spirit is everywhere!
The Holy Spirit was with us as we traveled through our Lenten journey, Holy Week, the
Triduum and the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. The Holy Spirit is with our GPS program
helping those involved to learn about their personal faith journeys. The Holy Spirit is with
our ministries as we work here at Holy Cross and reach out into the community helping
others. The Holy Spirit is everywhere!
All of this happens because the Holy Spirit has provided leaders, who help us plan, learn
and grow our faith and the presence of our church in the Livonia community. Thank You
to all those who have followed the Holy Spirit’s nudge to lead us at Holy Cross. The Holy

Spirit is everywhere!

As we are meeting with new members through the Membership Inquiry program, we are
learning that we are a welcoming congregation and that something special is happening at
Holy Cross. When people come to Holy Cross, they feel that something great is happening
here and they want to be a part of it. The Holy Spirit is everywhere!
At our May 6th Ministry Reports meeting, we will be celebrating and lifting up our ministries, as well as asking you to prayerfully consider helping our ministries to continue to be
successful. Whether that be participating in a ministry or on a committee, or supporting us
with prayer, you are needed. There is a lot happening at Holy Cross. I challenge you to
participate in our ministries and help us to grow our faith and our presence in the
community. The Holy Spirit is everywhere!

Welcome Holy Spirit!
Till next time. . . .
Thanks for reading.
Blessings,
Melodie Provencher, President, Church Council
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hearts, hands and voices Worship and Fine Arts
Registration Open for Summer Camp
Aug 13-16, 2018
This will be our ninth Summer Camp! We expect 100 campers and faculty coming together
for an exciting four days of music and worship as we explore the theme, “Sights, Sounds,
and Seasons”. One new thing this year is our location. St Colette Catholic Church (17600
Newburgh Rd) responded to Chuck Lindquist’s invitation that they consider hosting the
2018 Summer Camp, and they are being enthusiastic in their welcome. Despite the shift in
physical location, we hope the community of Holy Cross will continue to keep this
important ministry in your hearts and prayers as we start a new chapter. We need your help
to make it happen.
Slated for August 13 through August 16, the camp experience is offered in two distinct
modules:
1. Young people entering Grades 2-7 in Fall 2018, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. A fun immersion process with hands-on experiences in worship, choir, handbells & chimes, African drumming, Orff Ensemble and liturgical art. Learning is geared to providing lifelong tools for creating, appreciating and sharing music, participating in worship and
leading productive lives in society.
2. Camp Alumni/Camp Assistants entering Grades 8 and above, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Alumni return to camp as models and assistants during the day followed by a learning experience from 3 to 4 p.m. designed specifically for them.
Be our ambassadors: Please share this exciting news with everyone who cares about
children and the arts.
Add your spirit to the camp day: Observers are welcome. Come and see what this is all
about.
Add your energy to the camp day: There will lots of opportunities for helping hands,
especially around lunch time.
Sponsor a camper: We depend on the generosity of those that believe in this program to
make it happen. The $80 tuition covers less than half of our costs. Additionally, we have a
policy that no child is turned away simply because they cannot afford it. Each year, up to
20% of our campers are awarded some level of scholarship. Checks should be made
payable to Hearts, Hands and Voices and can be given to Ellen Batkie or turned into the
office.
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Celebrate with the campers: Join us in the St. Colette Sanctuary at 7 PM on Thursday,
August 16 as the campers share some of what they have learned at camp in a closing worship service.
For additional information, including registration forms and deadlines, or to volunteer to
help, visit www.heartshandsvoices.org or contact Ellen Batkie (248) 497-1451,
info@heartshandsvoices.org.

What’s Happening in the Preschool?

April was a great month at Mother Hubbard. Not only did we begin many Spring activities,
but we also had Easter celebrations in both classes. We decorated Easter Eggs, had an
Easter Egg Hunt, filled baskets, and best of all, Pastor Scott came in and read the story of
the first Easter to the class. We are looking forward to all of the exciting things that are going to happen in May, which is our last month of preschool. Stop by if you want to see
how our caterpillars are turning into butterflies!
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Quilting Bee
May 17, 10 am
All are invited to come join us sewing,
General Spring
assembling, pressing and tying quilts
Meeting & Brunch
beginning at 10 am. We generally start to
May 5, 10:00 am
clean up at 2:30 pm. Please join us when
Plan to attend and enjoy a light brunch of you can, and leave when you must. Bring a
egg casserole, muffins, fruit and beverage. snack to munch and a beverage as we
A free will offering will collected at the door. usually take a short break mid-day. There
will be sewing machines available to use, but
Followed by: Ricki Amstutz
if you prefer your own and it’s portable,
“Converting from
bring it with you!
Judaism to Christianity”
Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,
Everyone is welcome to attend!
248-444-4003

ARE YOU BEING CALLED?
The Children’s Ministry Team is reaching out to Holy Cross, for individuals who feel called
to participate and lead special projects for a new children’s ministry. Directed at 4th - 5th
graders, these projects may include baking communion bread, craft and sewing projects, or
leading social service projects and could be for one Sunday during 10 am worship, or may
evolve into several Sundays. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to use your expertise
and passion to enrich the faith of our children.
Contact Lynda Ashbay at for more information or to sign up, lynda.ashbay@gmail.com.
Our team is also planning family events such as Trunk or Treat, zoo outings, and field trips
to an apple orchard. If you are interested in planning such events, please contact Tami
Klopfer at gregklopfer@hotmail.com.
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Weekly Schedule for May
May 6 - Story: Circle of the Holy Eucharist,
Storyteller: Lynda Ashbay
This presentation pulls together the sequence of liturgical actions
and images from the Godly Play presentations and our Church’s
worship service. Children will learn the structure of each service, and
why we do each action. Children should come directly to the Godly Play room at the beginning of 10 am worship. They will return to the Sanctuary during the Peace.
May 13 - Story: Parable of Parables,
Storyteller: Jack Keck
Children sometimes ask, “What’s really inside a parable?” We have introduced this idea
with every parable presentation, so it is time to finally explore this idea with...another
parable! Children should come directly to the Godly Play room at the beginning of
worship. They will return to the Sanctuary during the Peace.
May 20 - Story: Mystery of Pentecost,
Storyteller: Kaarina Bodnar
At the end of the Easter season, we celebrate Pentecost. Something strange happened on
Pentecost that had to do with “tongues” of fire and speaking so that no matter what
“tongues” others spoke, they could understand what was meant. Can God’s presence be
communicated in words? Watch the story here! Mystery of Pentecost. Children should
come directly to the Godly Play room at the beginning of worship. They will return to the
Sanctuary during the Peace.
May 27 - Memorial Day - No Story, Work Day
Children should come directly to the Godly Play room at the beginning of 10 am
worship. On a Work Day, there will not be a new story. Children will be invited to work
with previous stories and other materials in the Godly Play room. They will return to the
Sanctuary during the Peace.
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERA

Sun

Mon

Community Building Use
M 5pm Ellies Weigh
W & Th 7am AA
W & F 8pm AA
W 8pm Alanon
Th 11am AA

Th 7:30pm AIM
F 10am AA
2nd T 7pm Model Airplane
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters
1st Th 9:30am Spinners
2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA

Tue

Wed

1

2

9:30 am Bible Study

2:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am

9:30 am Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
Congregational Meeting

13 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am

20

Worship
Faith Forum
Fair Trade Sales
Worship & Godly Play
Fair Trade Sales
GPS

PENTECOST SUNDAY

8

14 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
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9:30 am Bible Study
11:30 am Christian Fellowship
at Richard’s Family Diner
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

15 NON FOOD PANTRY

2:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

16

9:30 am Bible Study
1:00 pm Rachel Circle
7:00 pm Ruth Circle

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

2:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

21

22

23

8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Faith Forum
10:00 am Worship & Godly Play

9:30 am Bible Study

2:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

27

TRINITY SUNDAY

8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Faith Forum
10:00 am Worship & Godly Play

28 MEMORIAL DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

29

30

9:30 am Bible Study

2:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
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AN CHURCH - MAY 2018

d

m Staff Meeting
m 6.1.2
m Chancel Rehearsal

Thu

Fri

Sat

3 NON FOOD PANTRY

4

5

7:00 am Livonia Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 am WELCA Board

7:00 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

10

11

12

9:30 am Esther Circle

m Staff Meeting
m 6.1.2
m Chancel Rehearsal

m Staff Meeting
m 6.1.2
m Chancel Rehearsal

10:00 am WELCA Spring
Meeting
12:30 pm World Labyrinth
Day

10:00 am Flower Pick-up
SEMI Synod Assembly

6:30 pm Council Meeting

17

12:30 pm Homeplate 2018
6:00 pm Pizza & Game
Night

18

19

25

26

10:00 am Quilting Bee
3:30 pm Book Club

24

m Staff Meeting
m 6.1.2
m Chancel Rehearsal
7:00 pm Lydia Circle

31

Building use by outside groups is shown in red.
Italicized activities are off site.

m Staff Meeting
m 6.1.2
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A Few Words about First Fruits e-Giving
You may recall that our stewardship effort in 2016 included a push to get more participation in automated donations, or e-giving. One reason for encouraging this was to decrease
the number of checks processed to reduce our monthly checking account fees. This effort
resulted in a 50% increase in the number of giving units participating, which in turn helped
to decrease our fees from Comerica Bank by $30-75 per month.
Two things have changed since that time:
1. Our e-Giving vendor, Vanco Payment Solutions, has started charging a "Transaction
Processing Fee" of 0.60% of each deposit. This, coupled with the $0.20 charged for
each e-check is costing approximately $85 per month when it had been about $10.
2. Bank of America processes all checks for free, whereas Comerica had a cap after
which checks were processed at $0.35 each.
Because of those changes, it is now more cost-effective for Holy Cross to accept and
process checks than to accept donations via First Fruits e-Giving.
It is unlikely we will discontinue our e-giving program since many people prefer its convenience and regularity. Despite the additional fees now charged by Vanco, their cost is quite
competitive (about half what the other vendors considered would charge), so changing vendors will not realize any savings.
If you are a First Fruits e-Giving participant frustrated by this new wrinkle, here are some
options you can consider:
1. Discontinue your participation.
2. Increase your giving to compensate for the additional fees.
3. If you are a weekly giver, you can change your frequency to monthly or twice
monthly to save the $0.20 charged for each transaction.
I want to thank you for your generosity. Whether you are writing checks or participating in
e-giving, your donations are appreciated. As it is my intention to be a faithful steward of
Holy Cross finances, I wanted to inform you of these changes so you can determine the
best use of your resources.
~ Karen Brehob MacKenzie, Treasurer
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Treasurer’s Update
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Maureen Hatteberg

Ellie Leveranz
Lillian May
Mike Medlen
Kathy Mertins

Ben Miller
Doris Miller
Pete Moundros
Betty Parsley

Ann Ransom
Virginia Sorensen
Dave Wheeker

Joan Giese
Muriel Harper
Jack Hendrickson
Ann Holliday
Burt Holliday

Arlene Kudlas
Pat Lindholm
Bob Noechel
Werner Oellerich
Lee Onkka

Bob Stone
Jack Thom

Those Homebound:
JoAndrea Brandt
Harold Capion
Lois Cavanaugh
Mildred Duby
Edna Duffy

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
Alva Holk

Chuck Lindquist

Dan Rochowiak

Those in Service to Our Country:
Matthew Conrad
Stephen Cruickshank
Taylor Furda

Tina Hiller
Cole Quinolo
Michael Rasler

Jennifer Smith
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy
Scott Vasko

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

Prayers
Whether daily, weekly, long-term, or short-term, all prayer concerns are
welcome! We include members in the prayers printed monthly in the
newsletter. Printed in the Sunday
bulletin we include prayers for both members and non-members. The
names read in the Prayers of Intercession, during Sunday worship, are
typically the most recent additions, as well as those lifted up as needing
extra prayers.
If you, or someone you know is ill or hospitalized, please let us know as soon as possible!
We want to pray, visit and bring communion, if desired, but if we don’t know...
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Upcoming Events

612

May 2 - Dinner & Faith Formation
May 9 - Dinner & Faith Formation
May 12 - Homeplate 2018
May 16 - Dinner & Faith Formation
May 23 - Dinner & Pastor Q & A
May 30 - Dinner & Faith Formation
June 6 - End of Year Party

Q&A with the Pastors
On Wednesday, May 23rd , 6.1.2 will be having a Q&A with our pastors! Over the next few weeks
the 6.1.2 participants will be anonymously writing questions about religion, God, or life on slips of
paper. The pastors will then answer those questions on May 23rd!

Monthly Ministry Highlight:
National Foster Care Month
Each May, National Foster Care Month provides an opportunity for people all across the
nation to focus attention on the year-round needs of American children and youth in foster
care. The campaign raises awareness about foster care and encourages many more citizens
to get involved in the lives of these youth - whether as their foster parents, volunteers,
mentors, employers, or in other ways.
Samaritas is "painting the town purple" with purple lawn signs, purple hats, social media
posts, advertisements and open houses to encourage more people to choose fostering and
to thank those who have already taken children into their home.
Samaritas also knows that it "takes a purple village" to make sure children are safe and
loved. Foster Care Month provides an opportunity for acknowledging the thousands of
dedicated foster families and other caring individuals and organizations who are already
supporting these young people.
Our theme: Samaritas Fosters ...... (don't leave it blank) invites people to share their
vision of what foster care can do. We invite you to share your thoughts and stories and
join the purple village!
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for

Fellowship

May

Saturday, May 12

Pizza & Game Night

Lectors 8 am/10 am
May 6

Summer Fun Events
for June-August
Holocaust Center - Sat., June 16
Wyandotte Art Fair - Thur., July 12
Motown - Sat., July 21
Detroit River Cruise - Sat., Aug. 19
Mark Shultz Concert - Sat., Aug. 25
Leader Dogs for the Blind - Sun., Aug. 19
Sign up under for the trips of your choice.
We'll meet and leave from church.
Additional ideas or questions?
Call Marilyn at 734-338-6722.

Driver Needed
Chuck Lindquist, an amazing man of faith,
was providing weekly transportation to
worship for two gentlemen during the
summer months. They reside in a group
home in Redford, just minutes from Holy
Cross.
We are looking for a person, or a team of
people, who might be willing and able
provide this service for a portion of the
summer. It would be greatly appreciated.
Weekly worship at Holy Cross helps give
meaning and happiness to these men.
Please contact me or Cindy in the office if
you are interested in this rewarding ministry.
Diane Nichols, 734 261 6376
or dknichols44@yahoo.com

May 13
May 20
May 27

Carol Schrecengost
Bill Coughlin
Dennis Walker
Sue Scherbarth
Mary Foster
Bill Coughlin
Jack Keck
Jan Wheeker

Altar Guild
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Peggy Hefner
Please sign up!
Kathryn Hall (10 am)
Please sign up!
Please sign up!

Communion Teams 10 am
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Adams Team
WELCA Team
Berean team
Waligora Team

Acolytes 10 am
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Gabriella Thomas
Matthew Moore
Mickey Bernhard
Miriam Seeke

Faith Forum
Beginning in May we will study the book of
Acts, with Bible readings, the use of other
research and “help” resources, as well as participant discussions.
Join us when you are able!
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Altar Flowers
for May
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Coffee & Tea Servers
for May
May 6
Congregational Meeting
May 13
Beth Hare & Carol Mazurek
May 20
Vern & Betty Adams
May 27
Esther Circle
Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer
for this much appreciated ministry.

Please sign up!
Phil Capion
Please sign up!
Please sign up!

Please consider providing flowers
for the altar. Sign up on the board
hanging across from the office.

Christian Fellowship will meet
Tues., May 8 , 11:30 am
at Richard’s Family Diner.

June

Book Club News
Our book for May is The Round
House, by Louise Erdrich.
Join us for a discussion in the
Abbey, at 3:30 pm on
May 17th.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

May 14th.

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
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God’s People Doing God’s Work
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