Holy Cross Lutheran Church
June 2018 Newsletter
Houston, We’ve Hit Our Goal!!
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A huge thank you to each and every congregation member, WELCA, and anyone else
who has supported our youth in our trip to Houston! We could not have done it without each of your love, support, and generous giving.

Please watch for handwritten thank-you notes from the youth, on our 6.1.2
board (located next to the women’s bathroom).
Upon our return, we will display pictures from the trip, in the Fellowship
Hall. Youth will also be present to answer any questions and tell you about
our meaningful experiences at the National Youth Gathering!

Thank you, again!!!!

YOU DID IT!

2018-2019 Elected Council
(including the ministries they are the liason.)

President: Melodie Provencher - Administration
Vice President: Eric Haupt - Christian Form.
Secretary: Kathryn Hall - Spiritual Care
Treasurer: Karen MacKenzie - Finance
Ron Muffler - Social Ministry
Ryan Moore - Property
Shari Dudek - Fellowship
Ellen Batkie - Worship & Fine Arts
Beth Hare - WELCA

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross

The Capital Improvement Committee wishes to
thank the congregation for completing the fund
raising campaign for the lighting and flooring
for the Fellowship
Hall.
We have reached our
goal of $10,000.00!
The flooring is scheduled for installation the
week of June 11th. We
will need to clear everything from the hall the
weekend before.

Phone: 734-427-1414
Email: office1@holycrosslivonia.org
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org

God sure is busy with us these days!
We’re searching for a new Director of Music and Worship, we are starting a new
Children’s Ministry program, the Fellowship Hall is being renovated, there’s the
Sanctuary Renewal project, we’re gearing up for the Tune In process...and that’s
just the big stuff!
Wow! In all these things, as we consider where God might be calling us, it is
important that we remember the parable Jesus told in Matthew 7:24-27. Here is
that parable:
“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a
house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the
winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. But anyone
who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on
sand. When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will
collapse with a mighty crash.”
Whoever we hire, however we renovate, this is the foundation upon which we do it: on the
foundation of Jesus’s teachings. And the way we ensure that our foundation is built on
Jesus’s teachings is through the daily habit of personal bible reading and prayer. This is
how we keep Jesus’s teachings in the forefront of our hearts and minds. This is the lens
through which we evaluate not just the big decisions, but everything. EVERYTHING.
Wondering what to have for breakfast? Listen in prayer and bible reading.
Wondering about what alterations we should make to our Sanctuary? Ask in prayer and
bible reading.
Wondering about how much to give, who to ask, why this instead of that? Look for the
answer in prayer and bible reading.
Please don’t misunderstand me: I’m not suggesting that it is wrong to ask a question of
someone working on any of these projects. Quite the contrary; ask away. What I’m saying,
rather, is that each of these projects, and really everything we do, is built on these two
practices. Daily prayer and bible reading are how we build a foundation on Jesus’s
teachings. They’re the trowel and mortar we use to assemble Jesus’s teachings into a
foundation for our church and our lives.
This is how we know who and how to inspire and equip people to live Christ centered
lives. This is how we discover where God has Claimed, Met, Called and Sent each of us.
This is how we figure out which of God’s works will be done with our hands.
Daily prayer and bible reading are how we build a foundation on Jesus’s teachings for
everything we do. And now’s as good a time to start as any.
-Pr. Scott
2

Holy Cross Council Corner
Dear Members of Holy Cross,
I would like to thank you for attending our May 6th Ministry Reports meeting. We
celebrated and lifted up our ministries and asked you to prayerfully consider helping our
ministries to continue to be successful. Whether that be participating in a ministry or on a
committee, or supporting us with prayer, you are needed. There are many things to be a
part of at Holy Cross. I continue to challenge you to participate in our ministries and help
us to grow our faith and our presence in the community. If you are already involved, thank
you for all you do for Holy Cross here at our church and in our community.
Pastors Beth and Scott, Walter Smith and myself attended the Synod Assembly this year.
The speakers included author and Detroit Free Press columnist, Rochelle Riley, and ELCA
church wide representative, Reverend Albert Starr, Jr. Rochelle is the author of the new
book “The Burden: African Americans and the Enduring Impact of Slavery” (Wayne State
University Press, 2018). The keynote address was delivered by Rochelle and the Reverend
Starr. Both were excellent speakers and shared many of their experiences around racial justice, welcoming the immigrant, and how we as a community of faith might appropriately
engage with social issues facing our communities.
Bishop Donald Kreiss’ report centered around the goals of the Synod, the beginning successes of the Rise Up Campaign – of which we were included - and the Synod’s continuing
support for Flint Water Issue, the Diaper Project and Trinity Seminary. The Bishop’s goals
are as follows:
 To bring to a successful conclusion the Rise Up! Campaign
 To foster, equip or create healthy, interactive, participative synod leadership among
Synod Council, Synod staff, Deans and Directors
 To support the development and growth of Conferences within the Synod that are
helpful to local ministries and ministers
 To develop a sustainable funding model to underwrite the work of the Synod and
thoughtfully to begin the reconfiguration of the ways we “do business” together
 To bring a wider Synodical focus and support to specific communities to strengthen
and equip them for vital ministry: Rural, Urban, Mbulu, ELCJHL, and Campus Ministry
 To expand the means of improving funding to support seminarians and identified
church leaders.
Last, but certainly not least, many thanks to our outgoing council members, Lynda Ashbay,
Lunice Clay, Lynette Hoelter and Ron Waligora, for their leadership and support.
(continued on page 5)
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hearts, hands and voices Worship and Fine Arts
Registration Open for Summer Camp
Aug 13-16, 2018
Plans for the 2018 HHAV Summer Worship and Fine Arts Camp are well underway. Artistic Director, Michael Burkhardt, is putting the finishing touches on the curriculum with the
theme, "Sights, Sounds and Seasons"; and the faculty and staff are pretty much identified.
We're well on our way!

Camper Update: We have 15 campers already registered. Our target is 60 campers, and we
will start a wait list when we hit 65. Even though early registration ends on June 15, we
encourage you to register sooner rather than later to avoid disappointment. Through the
generosity of donors, we have limited scholarship funding available if that would make it
possible for your young person to join us. And we will continue offering scholarships to
any camper who is a student at Holy Cross’s Kids Hope partner, Coolidge Elementary
School. Contact Ellen Batkie for availability.
Camp Reminders:
Dates: August 13-16; camp day is 9 AM to 3 PM,
with Alumni/Assistants meeting from 3 PM to 4 PM.
New Location: This year's camp is being hosted by St. Colette Catholic Church, 17600
Newburgh Rd in Livonia.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 532264, Livonia, MI 48153-5322
Sponsor a Camper: We depend on the generosity of those that believe in this program to
make it happen. The $80 tuition covers less than half of our costs. Additionally, we have a
policy that no child is turned away simply because they cannot afford it. Each year, up to
20% of our campers are awarded some level of scholarship. Checks should be made
payable to hearts, hands and voices and can be given to Ellen Batkie, turned into the
office, or mailed to the address above.
Celebrate with the campers: Join us in the St. Colette Sanctuary at 7 PM on Thursday,
August 16 as the campers share some of what they have learned at camp in a closing worship service.
For additional information, including registration forms and deadlines, or to volunteer to
help, visit www.heartshandsvoices.org or contact Ellen Batkie (248) 497-1451,
info@heartshandsvoices.org.
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We at Holy Cross are reaching the end of our 11th year of
participation in Kids Hope. Over the course of those years,
hundreds of at risk children at Coolidge School have learned that
there is someone at Holy Cross who cares just for them!!! Have
you ever considered being a mentor?
The theme of Kids Hope is one church, one school, one child,
one mentor, one hour per week. If you can find an hour each week during the school day,
this may be the perfect ministry for you. After receiving some training, you will be matched
up with an at risk child. You’ll find a day and time that works for both you and the school,
and then you’ll spend that hour talking with, reading with, playing games with, and just
being with that one special child.
Please think and pray about this wonderful ministry over the course of the next few
months. There aren’t many things that are more rewarding than making a difference in the
life of a child!
If, due to your schedule, committing to an hour every week just isn’t feasible, you may want
to think about helping to coordinate Kids Hope. We, Cindy and Diane, have been
co-directors for five years now, but with our own schedules and time spent out of town, we
are ready to help someone else fill this position. It’s especially wonderful when two people
work together like we have. Whoever takes it over will receive training and all the support
needed through the Kids Hope USA organization, and from the two of us. Think about it,
pray about it, and ask either of us about it. We love this ministry and know you will too!
Cindy Swift and Diane Nichols
(continued from page 3)

I would also like to present to you our 2018-19 Church Council:
Melodie Provencher, President
Ellen Batkie
Eric Haupt, Vice President
Shari Dudek
Kathryn Hall, Secretary
Beth Hare
Karen MacKenzie, Treasurer
Ryan Moore
Ron Muffler
We have already had our first meeting. I am looking forward to working with this talented
group and seeing where the Holy Spirit helps us to lead our congregation at Holy Cross.
Till next time. . . .
Thanks for reading.
Blessings,
Melodie Provencher, President, Church Council
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GPS concludes the 2017/2018 cycle on Pentecost!
We celebrated the closing of this GPS cohort on Pentecost Sunday with a Rite of Affirmation of Christian Vocation. Twenty-four participants and sponsors walked to the end of
this segment of their faith journeys. In the end, Pastor Beth expressed it best: It has been a
privilege to witness what has unfolded among this group, this community! We give thanks
for the power of the Holy Spirit, and the willingness of these people to be open to that
mystery!
A few quotes to share from the group:
GPS is a way to grow in relationship, learning and participation in God's love story
with the help of Holy Spirit.
GPS has helped strengthen my relationship between God and the world, and what I
am to do and be about.
GPS is a Map and Compass that brings us closer to God.
GPS is a way to clarify what faith means to me by listening to what it means to others.

GPS furthers myself in faith - exploring my own faith within community here to back
it and to answer my questions.
God still comes to us even after all these years. When we give our whole self to God not
for ourselves but to give it to others, to love God with all your heart, souls, strength, and
mind.
Please consider joining in the GPS process when we reconvene in the Fall as we continue
the never-ending journey of exploring this ancient faith which helps us to navigate a
modern world.

Backpack Ministry Help
The backpack ministry is looking for help getting organized for this year's collection. This ministry serves children at the Methodist Children's Home by
providing them with much needed school supplies. If you can help, contact
Ron Muffler at 248-477-7819, or rmuffler@mi.rr.com.
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Member in Need
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
Five years ago you welcomed myself and my son into your congregation with warm and
wide open arms. A congregation filled with dedicated Christians, strong in their faith and
missionary work. Time and time again I have witnessed you answer the call to several rally
cries. From the Houston Texas victims, and families of Malawi, to refugees families here in
Metro Detroit and the children’s home in Redford. Your dedication has never faltered.
Today I ask you to answer yet another call, a cry that is right here in our own backyards, a
church member in our own congregation. As most of you know, Gary Ewing passed away
last fall. Survived by his younger brother Greg Ewing. It had come to recent light that Greg
is having trouble with the upkeep and maintenance of his household. Sometimes not even
his basic needs are met. Efforts have been started to improve Greg‘s living conditions. But
on such a limited income, the improvements have been slow and difficult. Today I ask you
for donations to help get Greg back up on his feet. Any dollar amount will be greatly
appreciated, but we hope to raise the amount of $3000 to help improve his quality of life. If
a monetary value is not feasible, other donations in the form of old household items, such
as clothing, toiletries, pantry items and/or even furniture will greatly appreciate. I’m proud
to call myself a Holy Cross member. To serve with my fellow passionate Christians fueled
by the Holy Spirit to do God’s good work.
Thank you for your time and your efforts. God bless!
Laura Sroka, laura.sroka@yahoo.com

What’s Happening in the Preschool?

We had a wonderful school year at Mother Hubbard Preschool! The 4’s Graduation was a
huge success. We are excited about next school year, we still have some openings if anyone
is looking. Enjoy your summer!
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERA
Community Building Use
M 5pm Ellies Weigh
M, T, W & Th 7am AA
W & F 8pm AA
W 8pm Alanon
1st Th 10am Spinners

3

LECTIONARY 9

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

10

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
Private Event/AB
Worship Committee Mtg.

LECTIONARY 10

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
Fair Trade Sales
Safety Meeting/MR

17

LECTIONARY 11
8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Faith Forum
10:00 am Worship & Godly Play

Th 11am AA
Th 7:30pm AIM
1st & 3rd Th 7pm SSDS
F 10am AA
2nd T 7pm Model Airplane
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters

2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA

4

5

6

9:30 am Prayer Shawl
Ministry

9:30 am Bible Study

11:30 am

2:00 pm
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6:00 pm

11 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

12

13

Flooring Installation

9:30 am Bible Study
11:30 am Christian Fellowship at
Bob Evans

2:00 pm

1:00 pm Livonia Cares
Meeting/MR
6:00 pm Ruth Circle/AB

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

18

19 NON FOOD PANTRY

20

9:30 am Bible Study

2:00 pm

11:30 am Bible Study in
the Prayer Park
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm Council Mtg.

24

LECTIONARY 12
8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Faith Forum
10:00 am Worship & Godly Play

25

26

27

2:00 pm

Natio

Youth to Stoney Lake
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AN CHURCH - JUNE 2018

Building use by outside groups is
shown in red.
Italicized activities are off site.

m KHUSA Picnic

7 NON FOOD PANTRY

1

2

7:00 pm Guitar Club

3:00 pm Kopenen Grad
Party/FH

8

9

10:00 am WELCA Board

m Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

m 6.1.2

14

6:00 pm Pizza & Game

15

16

m Staff Meeting

Holocaust Ctr. Tour

21

22

23

m Staff Meeting
Hare Baby Shower/FH

3:30 pm Book Discussion

7:00 pm Drum Circle
7:00 pm Labyrinth Event

28

29

30

m Staff Meeting

Private Event/FH

onal Gathering in Houston
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Midweek at Mies
If you're going up north on the weekends or just want an alternative outdoor worship experience, mark your calendar for
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m., starting on July 11 and going
through August 29. Several other Lutheran churches from the
Livonia area will be holding a simple service with music, liturgy,
and communion, at Mies Park, on W. Chicago in Livonia. The
whole family is welcome, even dogs! Please bring a camp chair if you will be more
comfortable, there is some seating at picnic tables.

Hope to see you there!

Monthly Ministry Highlight:
World Refugee Day - June 20
Each month, Samaritas is featuring one facet of its ministry to help us better understand the breadth of the
breadth of their work.
Samaritas continues to be the largest Michigan agency who helps people escape persecution
through resettlement. We began our work helping Lutheran refugees from Europe after
World War II, continued by helping Christians flee persecution, and then expanded our
support to other populations. Through all of this work, we continue to navigate changes
regarding refugee resettlement policy as we once again arrive at the annual World Refugee
Day, which is June 20. Our newer program, Circle of Welcome, allows us to partner in
stronger ways with congregations and individuals throughout the entire Lower Peninsula of
Michigan. To learn more about Circle of Welcome and how you can help serve others escaping persecution, please contact Troy Howley, Circle of Welcome Coordinator, at (616)
222-6180 or thowl@samaritas.org. You can also learn more about all the services we offer
at www.samaritas.org.
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Weekly Schedule for June
June 3 - Story: Paul’s Discovery
Storyteller: Jeff Hatteberg
This lesson presents Paul discovering the power of the Holy Spirit. This is a historical lesson, covering seven major events in Paul’s
life. We have two baptisms on today! Children should attend worship with their family and will be dismissed to Godly Play afterwards, where they will remain for the duration of the church service.
June 10 Story: The Holy Trinity
Storyteller: Lynda Ashbay
This lesson combines three narratives--Creation, Faces of Easter, and Paul’s Discovery. This will present the three-in-one logic, which is fundamental to our Christian beliefs.
Children should come directly to the Godly Play room at the beginning of 10 am worship.
They will return to the sanctuary during the Peace.
June 17 Story: Creation
Storyteller: TBD
In The Beginning...We all are familiar with the story of Creation, and this week children will
hear the story again, which will set us up for a journey through the Old Testament.
Watch the story here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBgSHFGnSZI
Children should come directly to the Godly Play room at the beginning of 10 am worship.
They will return to the sanctuary during the Peace.
June 24 Story: The Flood and the Ark
Storyteller: TBD
We move from the creation to the re-creation and God’s promise to Noah, to God’s family, and us. Watch the story here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCH8wKC0ku8
We have another baptism today! Children should attend worship with their family and will
be dismissed to Godly Play afterwards, where they will remain for the duration of the
church service.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Maureen Hatteberg

Ellie Leveranz
Lillian May
Kathy Mertins (HO)
Ben Miller

Doris Miller
Pete Moundros
Betty Parsley
Ann Ransom

Trudy Rigg
Virginia Sorensen
Dave Wheeker

Joan Giese
Muriel Harper
Jack Hendrickson
Ann Holliday
Burt Holliday

Arlene Kudlas
Pat Lindholm
Bob Noechel
Werner Oellerich
Lee Onkka

Bob Stone
Jack Thom

Those Homebound:
JoAndrea Brandt
Harold Capion
Lois Cavanaugh
Mildred Duby
Edna Duffy

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
Chuck Lindquist

Those in Service to Our Country:
Matthew Conrad
Stephen Cruickshank

Taylor Furda
Tina Hiller

Cole Quirolo
Michael Rasler

Jennifer Smith
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy
Scott Vasko

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

QUILTING BEE

I would like to thank the
Holy Cross members for your
kind words, thoughts, cards
and prayers in response to my
Mom’s recent passing.
Your support was very much
appreciated by me and my
family.
~ Andy Heise

We will be taking a hiatus for the summer
but intend on returning to sewing, assembling, pressing and tying quilts at
10 am, on Thursday, September 28th.
Fear not, quilt kits will be available to take
to your cottage, on vacation or
work on at home.
Questions? Contact Cheryl Pearson,
248-444-4003.
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Upcoming Events
May 30 (Wed.) – 5:30 pm or
June 3 (Sun.) - After 10 am Worship
June 6 - Year-end Party! BBQ and end of the year fun! Watch for pictures!
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Q & A with the Pastor’s - What are the youth curious about?
Over the past few weeks the youth have been compiling their questions about faith. Here is some
of the questions our asked:






As a kid, is it normal to question your faith?
What do we do if God forgives us, but we have a hard time forgiving
ourselves?
If you have doubts, can you still be a good Christian?
Is there a heaven and hell?
What is your favorite part about being pastor’s?

Look for the Pastor’s answers to these questions and more in the July/August Pastor’s Pen!!

Bottle & Can Drive
Are you looking for someone to take those stinky wet
cans off your hands? Look no further! 6.1.2 is holding a
can/bottle drive. Please place your rinsed, returnable
bottles and cans in the designated container outside of
Kim’s office. Thank you!
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Fellowship Events

June

Saturday, June 9

Pizza & Game Night

Lectors 8 am/10 am
June 3

Summer Fun Events
for June-August

June 10
June 17
June 24

Kristen Galka
Lunice Clay
Tami Klopfer
Norm Sorensen
Mary Foster
Kathryn Hall
Tami Klopfer
Cheryl Pearson

Altar Guild
Holocaust Center - Sat., June 16
Wyandotte Art Fair - Thur., July 12
Motown - Sat., July 21
Detroit River Cruise - Sat., Aug. 19
Mark Shultz Concert - Sat., Aug. 25
Leader Dogs for the Blind - Sun., Aug. 19
Sign up under for the trips of your choice.
We'll meet and leave from church.
Additional ideas or questions?
Call Marilyn at 734-338-6722.

Women’s Bible Study
in the Prayer Park
We will be meeting on June 18,
July 16 and August 20 at 11:30 am
in the Prayer Park at Holy Cross.
Bring your Bible, “Gather” magazine
(copies will be provided if you don't
subscribe), your lawn chair and your lunch.

June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Please sign up!
Peggy Hefner
Sue Scherbarth (8 am)
Kathryn Hall (10 am)
Please sign up!

Communion Teams 10 am
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

WELCA Team
Adams Team
Dudek Team
Berean Team

Acolytes 10 am
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Jonathon Seeke
Alani Hawkins
Brooke Jaffke
Mackenna Moore

Faith Forum
We continue to study the book of Acts, with
Bible readings, the use of other research and
“help” resources, as well as participant
discussions.
Join us when you are able!
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Lemonade &
Tea Servers for June

Altar Flowers
for June
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

June 3
Please sign up!
June 10
Please sign up!
June 17
Please sign up!
June 24
Ruth Circle
Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer
for this much appreciated ministry.

Please sign up!
Gard Andresen
Phil Capion
Dottie Taylor

Please consider providing flowers
for the altar. Sign up on the board
hanging across from the office.

Christian Fellowship will meet
Tues., June 12 , 11:30 am
at Bob Evans.

Book Club News

July/August

Our book for June is Jayne Eyre,
by Charlotte Bronte.
Join us for a discussion in the
Abbey, at 3:30 pm on
June 21st.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

June 11.

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
15
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In this issue:

centered in Christ

for a journey of living lives

where people are inspired and equipped

To be a community of faith

Our vision:

God’s People Doing God’s Work

Claimed, Met, Called and Sent to be

Our mission:

30650 Six Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152-3499

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

fb.com/holycrosslivonia

