
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
January 2018 Newsletter 

 
Phone: 734-427-1414 

Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz 
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke 
Cantor: Dr. Michael Burkhardt 
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross 

Join us as we celebrate  
and say farewell to 

Cantor Michael 
Sunday, January 14, 2018 
Following 10 am worship. 
Lunch will be provided. 

Mark your calendar 
February 4, Congregational Meeting 

Un-Decking the Halls 
 

Join us on January 6th, at 9 am,  
to take down the Christmas trees, wreaths and 

other decorations.  
Many hands make quick and light work! 

Advent-Christmas concert brings 350 people together to celebrate the season   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Musicians from Holy Cross and hearts, hands and voices combined to, “Tell Out, My Soul,  

the Greatness of the Lord”. It was a joyful response to the season to have the Sanctuary filled with people 
from across the region to share in the event. 
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“Just wait!” everyone has told us. “JUST YOU WAIT!”  
 
When I mention cold, or snow, or wearing a warm coat, that’s what most 
Michiganders have told me. JUST YOU WAIT.  
 
Well, Christmas is over. It’s the beginning of the season that we were told to 
dread...the long slushy spring before we get back to the warmth of summer and 
fall. That’s depressing. Is THIS what we were waiting for? 
 
I have a secret to tell you: even in the Southern states, this can be a tough time. 

Even when you get the odd 70 degree day in February, for a while, it seems like there’s 
nothing else to look forward to. Spring, maybe, but that seems like a long time away. It can 
be depressing, even as the light slowly starts to return this month.  
 
I am guilty of this too...this always looking forward towards the next thing, or looking 
backwards at the way things were. But I want to quote a few wise people who have helped 
me along. One is Yoda...the tiny Jedi Master from the Star Wars movies. In one of the early 
movies, he rebukes Luke, the Jedi in training, by saying,  
 
“All his life has he looked away to the future, the horizon. Never his mind on where he 
was. Hmm? What he was doing. Hmm.”  
 
And that’s the trick, isn’t it? Our wise savior teaches us this in the gospels: “Do not worry 
about what you will wear, eat, or drink, for your Father who cares for you will give you 
these things.” And “the kingdom of God has come near!” Jesus meant that very day, not 
some far off day when we go to heaven! This is a beautiful thing.  
 
I know it is hard some days as winter drags on. But we know that we can always be looking 
for Jesus’ presence, today, where we are, during our everyday lives. And we can know that 
Jesus is with us this very day, in unexpected ways.   
 
Just you wait.  

 
~ Pastor Beth 
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Holy Cross Council Corner 

Dear Members of Holy Cross, 
 
As 2017 comes to an end, it is good to reflect on the past year as well as look forward to 
what the New Year has to bring for us. Grab a cup of coffee, below is my attempt to reflect 
and look forward. 
 

Reflections: 
 
 We were led by, and said goodbye to, our interim, Pastor Krister. While he was here, he 

helped us through our search for our new pastors, as well as reminding us to always 
keep the mission and vision in the forefront. We thank him for his time with us and his 
leadership. 

 Our diligent, long term call committee, after guidance from the Holy Spirit and much 
support and prayers from all of us, brought forth a recommendation for two new 
pastors! We thank the call committee and their perseverance and willingness to listen to 
the Holy Spirit. 

 In July we welcomed our new pastors, Pastor Beth Birkholz and Pastor Scott Seeke and 
their children, Miriam and Jonathan, to our community. They jumped right in and it’s 
been non-stop since they arrived. Their willingness to dive in and figure out how things 
work here at Holy Cross has been well received. We are thankful that God led them to 
us. 

 In November, we regretfully accepted Dr. Burkhardt’s letter of resignation as he 
responds to God calling him to continue his ministry with a different focus. We are so 
grateful for his time with us and wish Michael all the best in his future endeavors. He 
will surely be missed. We will celebrate his time with us on Sunday, January 14th with a 
luncheon following the 10:00 am service. Please plan to attend and celebrate Michael 
with us. 

 During all of the transition this year, life at Holy Cross maintained and even grew 
through our ministries. New this year, our first Mission Endowment Committee 
disbursed monies to several organizations to support their missions. The generosity of 
Holy Cross members as they support our ministries is phenomenal. Thanks everyone 
for all you do! 

 

I’m sure I missed some things, but -- Wow! What a year!  

(Continued on page 13) 
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GPS Launches this month!! 

 
Our GPS journey begins later than usual, but it’s starting soon! In case you hadn’t heard, 
GPS is a faith formation process at Holy Cross keyed to accompanying you on your faith 
journey. It’s an updated version of the Catechumenate, the process that the church has 
used since ancient times to help people grow in faith. In the short time I have been here, I 
have seen what a transformation experience GPS has been to the sixty Holy Cross 
members who have participated. Now it’s your turn. 
 
New to GPS?  If you are new to GPS, you will begin on January 28. By coming on that 
date, you are not making a commitment to participate. Quite the opposite, actually, as the 
first three weeks are designed for people like you; people wondering what it’s all about, and 
if it’s for them. So if you’re wondering what GPS is all about and whether it’s worth doing, 
come and see on the 28th!  
 
Revisiting GPS? If you have previously participated in GPS and wish to participate again, 
you will begin on January 7, three weeks before new participants. Our time together will 
include exploring how best to weave your journey with others along the way. 
 
Timing: Both of our GPS groups will meet after 10:00 worship on Sundays, and they will 
meet together once the new participants join on the 28th. For those interested in 
journeying as a group throughout this cycle, GPS will conclude on Pentecost in May. 
 
Whether you are a new GPS participant or a returning one, both Ellen Batkie and I are 
happy to answer any questions you have. You can reach us by emailing Ellen at 
gps@holycrosslivonia.org, calling me at church at (734) 427-1414, or emailing me at 
pastorscottseeke@holycrosslivonia.org.  I very much look forward to experiencing GPS 
with you! 
 
-Pr. Scott 
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       Freedom Tour 
           

       Saturday, February 24, 2018 
       Historic First Congregational 
                  Church of  Detroit 
                   33 E. Forest Ave. 
 

The Underground Railroad Living Museum Flight to Freedom Tour is a “storytelling”  
re-enactment of the original Underground Railroad passage that operated between 1840 
and 1863. On the tour visitors will be shackled with wrist bands at the entrance of the tour 
and begin their journey by entering through the “Door of No Return,” on Goree Island in 
Africa. As this journey begins, visitors transform into passengers on the Underground 
Railroad and are led to Freedom by a conductor. Passengers hide from bounty hunters, 
cross the Ohio "Deep" River; take retreat in a safe house in Indiana which is owned by 
Abolitionist Levi Coffin. Finally, passengers move to “Midnight,” the code name for 
Detroit and take safe haven at the First Congregational Church of Detroit before moving 
on to Canada and “freedom.” 
 

Sign up to attend on the Activities Bulletin Board. We will carpool from church at 10 a.m. 
Cost is $12/person. We will grab lunch at a nearby restaurant. 

February is 
 

Black History Month 

Movies & Munchies 
 

In keeping with the theme of Black History month in February, we 
are showing the movie A Woman Called Moses, the courageous 
story of Harriet Tubman, a former slave, who rescued slaves and 
led them to freedom through the underground railroad.  
 

Due to it's 4-hour length, it will be shown in two parts,   
Pt. 1 - Saturday, January 20th at 2 p.m., 
Pt. 2 - Saturday, February 17th at 2 p.m.  

 

Bring a munchie to share. Discussion to follow.  

 

http://www.friendsoffirst.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/image-underground-railroad-tour-detroit-mi.png
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Kaitlyn collect, sorted and packed 1,965 garments!  

This gave her a total of 32 boxes,  

each box was 2x2,  

for a total of 275 cubic feet of clothes!  

What an amazing ministry! 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Jan. 3 - Game Day at Holy Cross (Noon - 3 pm) 
Jan. 10 - Dinner & Faith Formation 
Jan. 17 - Dinner & Faith Formation 
Jan. 24 - Dinner & Faith Formation 
Jan 26-29 - Kim at Conference 
Jan. 31 - Dinner & Faith Formation 
 

Looking forward to February- The youth will be putting on a pancake lunch at the 
Congregational Meeting. This will be a fundraising opportunity for the youth heading to 
Houston in June. This event will be a fun and informative meeting with more information 
regarding the National Youth Gathering!  

 
 

6.1.2. Year In Review!  
 

This year of 6.1.2 has been eventful! Throughout the many transitions at Holy Cross we’ve 
successfully managed to keep the youth engaged, involved and excited! I’ve had the 
privilege to witness youth growing into leaders of the congregation, becoming best friends 
and truly learning how to go with the flow. Without the support from the parents and 
congregation, I wouldn’t have been able to do my job! Thank you! Thank you! 
 

Although, 2017 has had its challenges, it has also come with great rewards! We now have 
two great Pastor’s with their equally fabulous children, our youth program has grown in 
numbers and we’ve learned how strong of a community we are. Super exciting stuff!  
Among all the wonderful and challenging things that have gone on this year, we are also 
going to be losing one of the most instrumental parts of Holy Cross. Michael, the youth 
have been forever molded by you! You have repeatedly changed their lives with music, 
encouragement and love. Thank you for all of your support for the youth program. You 
will be missed!  
 

Highlights from the year... 
 We had 5 youth confirmed. 
 We participated in the Crop Walk, Home Plate event and bowling with Holy Trinity.  
 Youth have been slowly incorporated into worship service.  
 The Middle-school youth experienced their first youth trip away at The Charge.  
 Lunice Clay has become a 6.1.2 adult leader! 
 

Again, a huge thank you to all of you!! Thank you for the support, encouragement and all 
the ways you have helped in the lives of the youth. I am looking forward to what the year 
ahead has in store for Holy Cross. 

612 
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH - JANUARY 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  NEW YEAR’S DAY 2 3 4    NON FOOD PANTRY 5 6 
 OFFICE CLOSED 9:30 am  Bible Study  

 
12:00 pm  6.1.2 Game Day 
  6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
  7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

10:00 am  WELCA Board 
   
  7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl  
                  Ministry 

 9:00 am  Un-Decking of halls 
 

7     BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 8  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 9 10    11 12 13 

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum   
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 
11:30 pm  GPS 
 

9:30 am  Prayer Shawl  
                 Ministry 
 
   
 
6:30 pm  ACA 
7:00 pm  Ruth Circle 

   
 
11:30 am  Christian Fellowship 
                      at Archie’s 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
 

  
 
 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

9:30 am  Esther Circle 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  Council Meeting 
7:00 pm  Rachel Circle 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
6:00 pm  Pizza & Game Night 

14  2ND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 15   16      NON FOOD PANTRY 17   18 19 20 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
  9:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
11:30 am  Michael Burkhardt  
                Celebration 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
 

 
 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

10:00 am  Quilting Bee 
   
 
  3:30 pm  Book Discussion 

 
 
 

 
11:00 am  Private Event  
                  FH/AB 
 
  2:00 pm  Movies & Munchies 
                  (Part 1) 

21 3RD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 22 23 24 25 26 27 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 pm  GPS 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  ACA 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
  
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
 

 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm  Lydia Circle 

 
 
 
5:00 pm  Emmanuel 
      Council Retreat/AB 
5:00 pm  Private   
       Event/FH 

8:00 am  Emmanuel  
              Council Retreat/AB 
 
12:00 pm  Private Event/FH 
 

28  4TH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 29   30 31    

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum    
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 pm  GPS 
 
  4:00 pm  MB Organ Recital @ EMU 

 
 
 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
 
 
  
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
 

 
2:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

   

Building use by outside groups is  

shown in red. 

Italicized activities are off site. 
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  8:00 am  Worship 
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Community Building Use 

M 5pm Ellies Weigh 

W & Th 7am AA  

W & F 8pm AA 

W 8pm Alanon 

Th 11am AA 

Th 7:30pm AIM 

F 10am AA 

1st T 7pm Model Airplane 

1st Th 10am Spinners 

4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters 

2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA 
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CHECK IT OUT! 
 

Today’s political scene may seem to be one of 
constant turmoil and conflict, but it pales next to 
what was going on in the world during the 16th 
century. 
 

New in the library this month is The Reformation 
by Cameron A. MacKenzie. It bears witness to the 
earth-changing events that affected almost every 
aspect of human life throughout the western world 
during this fascinating time. While Martin Luther’s 
prominent role is covered in detail, other fascinating 
and perhaps lesser known personalities are given 
their due. Richly illustrated and engagingly written, this overview of change and renewal in 
the Christian Church during the 1700’s helps the reader sort through the complex chain of 
events that shook both church and state to their very foundations. Shelved in 270.6-MAC. 

6th Annual  Brew & Stew 
February 10, 1 - 4:00 pm 

 

The Brew & Stew is the Holy Cross annual friendly chili cook-off and homebrew 
competition. Even if you are not a cook or homebrewer this is for you. Sample delicious 
chili and some great home brewed beer. New this year we are asking for home-baked goods 
to sell! 
 

This is a guaranteed great time for all. And of course for those under-aged or those who 
prefer non-alcoholic beverages we will have water and soft drinks. 
 

Start planning your best chili, your best homebrews, (ciders and meads are also welcome) 
for the day of fun. As always, the more the merrier. And, of course we can always use help. 
If you would like to get involved with the committee or lend a hand please feel free to 
contact Mark Erickson, mericks1@hotmail.com, 313-318-2325, Bob Osen, or Jeff 
Hatteberg. 
 

The proceeds from this year will go to the Holy Cross Youth Fund and Samaritas. 
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With grateful hearts, hands and voices, hhav thanks Holy Cross for 

your generous partnership for the past nine years. This partnership 
has made it possible for us to make a profound impact not only on 
our community but the community around us. At our Christmas 

party, parents shared snippets of what hhav has meant to them.  

 
A sampling: 
 

 “Our daughter has grown so much in love and grace from the experience and we are so grateful for the 
opportunity to share our love of Christ together over all denominations.”  
 ~ From parents whose daughter wouldn’t speak when coming to us 3 years ago 
 

 “Thank you for treating our daughter like all the other kids. She feels so welcome and safe 

here. She was excited to sing at the concert, yet won’t feel comfortable singing tomorrow at 

school.”  

 ~ From parents whose daughter struggles with anxiety 
 

 “This program is amazing, we can’t believe there is a Lutheran church so willing to 
open this up to everyone.”  
 ~ From parents in a home school network 
 

 “ Please know we have LOVED the HHAV program and appreciate all you 
have given to our children, it has been an invaluable experience!”  
 ~ Director of a home school network 
 

“The welcome we have experienced is overwhelming, it means so much that our 
daughter can participate.”  
 ~ From parents whose daughter has cerebral palsy and has been in the program  
 for 4 years. 

You are heartily encouraged and invited to attend 

An organ recital by  
Cantor Michael Burkhardt 

on Sunday, January 28, 4 p.m. 
in Pease Auditorium 

on the campus of 
 Eastern Michigan University 
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Gary Ewing Judith Fussell  

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 

Taylor Furda* 
Tina Hiller 

Michael Rasler 
Jennifer Smith 

Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Jayne Beyers (HO) 
JoAndrea Brandt 
Lois Cavanaugh 
Mildred Duby 
Edna Duffy 

Joan Giese 
Muriel Harper 
Jack Hendrickson 
Ann Holliday 
Burt Holliday 

Arelene Kudlas 
Pat Lindholm 
Bob Noechel 
Werner Oellerich 
Lee Onkka 

Bob Stone 
Jack Thom 

Those Homebound: 

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Norma Beckerman 
Joyce Bigelow 
Donna Hagen 
Maureen Hatteberg 

Alva Holk 
Ellie Leveranz 
Lillian May 
Kathy Mertins 
Doris Miller 

Pete Moundros 
Cara Nims 
Betty Parsley 
Cheryl Pearson 
Ann Ransom 

Dan Rochowiak 
Virginia Sorensen 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Wish & Mitten Tree for the 

Samaritas Family Center 
Thank you to all for helping to make the 
Wish tree & Mitten tree a success! Every tag 
was filled and all of the gifts were delivered 
on Thursday, December 21st to Samaritas 
Family Services. Once again it has been so 
rewarding for my family & I to be a part of 
this wonderful mission.   
   

   Peg & Mike Hefner 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Looking Ahead to 2018: 
 Church council has begun and will continue to spend time in our meetings visioning for 

the future. We are spending time reviewing our strengths, weaknesses and opportunities 
within and outside the church. Our goal is to plan for the future of Holy Cross and its 
presence in our community. Look for us to come to you in the future to share where 
we are and ask for you to share as well. 

 Church council will be pulling together a personnel committee who will pray and listen 
to the Holy Spirit as they create a job description, receive applications and interview for 
a new Cantor. It is our hope to have a new Cantor in place by July 2018 (or sooner.) 
Until then, we will use supply musicians and/or possibly appoint an interim to fill in 
during this process. 

 Church council has agreed to join the SEMI Synod in their Rise Up Campaign. This is a 
synod campaign to strengthen both lay and rostered leaders to lead the church of today 
and tomorrow and help congregations determine how to best live out their missions in 
their communities. Look for more information to come your way soon. 

 The Capital Improvement committee continues to look at a long list of improvement 
projects for Holy Cross. Look for them to be bringing forward some ideas in the near 
future. 

 Finally, as always, Holy Cross will listen to the Holy Spirit as we are guided to continue 
our ministries and move forward in the New Year. 

 

As you can see, we are definitely moving forward. Happy New Year, Everyone! 
 

Blessings, 
Melodie Provencher, Council President 

CHRISTMAS GREETING 
 

In our midst there is a light shining,  
a light that brings hope, joy, peace, and grace.  

This is the Christ child whose birth 
 we gather to celebrate at Christmas.  

In this celebration,  
allow us to wish you and yours  

the presence of the peace of God in your lives. 
 May the light that shines the way for you  

in the year to come bring health,  
happiness, and much joy.    

 

Pr. Beth, Pr. Scott,  
Cantor Michael, Cindy & Kim 
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Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

January 7   Carol Schrecengost 
   Jan Wheeker 
January 14   Michael Murphy 
   Brooke Jaffke 
January 21   Mary Foster 
   Susan Morman 
January 28   Tami Klopfer 
   Cheryl Pearson 
 

Altar Guild 
 

January 7  Please sign up! 
January 14  Please sign up! 
January 21  Please sign up! 
January 28  Please sign up! 
 

Communion Teams 
 

January 7   Waligora Team 
January 14   Dudek Team 
January 21   Adams Team 
January 28   WELCA Team 
 

Acolytes 
 

January 7  Makenna Moore 
January 14  Elaina Pianga 
January 21  Alex Dudek 
January 28  Miriam Seeke  

         for 
          January 

Fellowship Events 

Saturday, January 13 

Pizza & Game Night 
♦♦♦ 

Saturday, January 13 

Movies & Munchies 
A Woman Called MOSES 

 
JUNIOR HIGH 
 
 
 
 

 

CHARGE 
 

Great Wolf Lodge, 
Traverse City 

March 16-18, 2018 

The Livonia Community 
Prayer Breakfast... 

 

Thursday, May 3, 7 am, at Burton Manor. 
This year’s theme is "Rediscovering Our 
Faith”. Watch for ticket information in the 
next few months. 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Coffee & Tea Servers 
for January 

   

January 7 Donald Burkholder &  
 Mary Allen 
 Please sign up! 
January 14 Michael’s Farewell Lunch 
January 21 Cheryl & Rich Pearson 
January 28 Ruth Circle 
 

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer  
for this much appreciated ministry. 

    Altar Flowers 
   for January 
 
 

January 7, 14, 21, 28 .............. Please sign up! 
 

Please consider providing flowers  
for the altar. Sign up on the board  

hanging across from the office. 

Book Club News 
 

                    Our book for December is  
              Commonwealth  
                                 by Anne Patchett. 
                             Join us for a discussion in      
      the Abbey, at 3:30 pm on January 18.  

Christian Fellowship will meet  
Tues., January 9, 11:30 am 

at Archie’s. 

 

February 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

is set for  

January 8. 
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