Holy Cross Lutheran Church
February 2018 Newsletter
2018 Annual
Budget/Finance Meeting
Sunday, February 4
Following 10 worship

6th Annual Brew & Stew
February 10, 1 - 4:00 pm

The Brew & Stew is just around the corner! Get
your favorite chili recipe out and, your best
A Pancake Brunch
homebrew ready for a day of fun. Not a cook or a
home brewer, come sample the delicious chili and
will be provided by the youth from 6.1.2!
As part of the meeting, 6.1.2 will be presenting homebrewed beer. Non-alcoholic beverages will
be available as well.
more information about the National
Gathering, and collecting a free will offering to We can always use help with this event. If you
would like to get involved with the committee or
help with trip expenses. On each table there
lend a hand please feel free to contact Mark
will be a centerpiece that will be a
Erickson, mericks1@hotmail.com, 313-318-2325,
representation each of the youth heading to
Bob Osen, or Jeff Hatteberg.
the National Gathering. While enjoying your
meal you can read about reasons that the
The proceeds from this year will
youth are interested in the National Gathering
go to the Holy Cross Youth Fund
and what type of experience they hope to have
and Samaritas.
there.

Lenten Dinners
Lent will be here before you know it, as will the Lenten Dinners, soup & salad. They will be on
Wednesdays, beginning February 21 - March 21. The meals begin at 6:30 pm with worship at 7:30
pm. We are in need of families, friends and/or groups to prepare the meal. A sign-up sheet will be
in the Narthex soon. Please consider sponsoring one of the meals. You will need to provide
soups, salad and desserts for approx. 80 people. Coffee and paper products are provided by Holy
Cross. If you have any questions, please contact, Eric Haupt, ekhaupt61@gmail.com.
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Birkholz
Pastor: Rev. Scott Seeke
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross

Phone: 734-427-1414
Email: office1@holycrosslivonia.org
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org

What Comes Next?
Last month we bid farewell and Godspeed to our Cantor, Michael Burkhardt. We
celebrated his ministry and thanked God for him, and for all God has done
through him. It was sad, it was wonderful, and it was what it needed to be for
him, for us, and for God’s Kingdom, so that now we can turn to the future.
That future begins with the congregational meeting on Sunday, February 4 after
the 10:00 worship. At that meeting, we will discuss in more detail how we will
move forward with this position. In between now and then, I ask you to pray for
God’s guidance and direction for all of us.
Here’s what will happen at the annual meeting. Council will present the timeline and
process for hiring a new person, along with plans for the interim. They will share how our
various music ministries will function during the transition. All of this will be in addition to
the normal budget presentation and agenda, so this might be a longer meeting than usual.
Your prayers are a vital part of this meeting. They really are. It is God who will lead us
forward, God who will guide us, God who will direct us. Pray for that. Pray for the
Council, pray for your pastors, pray for Cantor Michael, pray for our congregation, pray for
those outside our church that God is calling us to love and serve. Pray, pray, pray, and
come to the meeting prepared to be part of the mission to which God has called us: to
inspire and equip all people to live Christ centered lives.
God’s peace be with us all as we discern.
Pr. Scott
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Black History Month Here? Why Here?
I know what you’re thinking. You’re thinking, “Black History Month? Here? Why???” The
confusion is understandable. There aren’t a whole lot of black folks here at Holy Cross, and
it probably doesn’t seem like black history is relevant to those of us who aren’t black.
But it is. It very much is.
Black history is really, black American history, and since we are all Americans, it’s our history
too. Participating in Black History Month is about remembering parts of our all our history
that haven’t received the attention they deserve. Some of those are things to celebrate;
heroes you might not even know existed. Other parts of our history aren’t so good, but
they’re things we need to know because they help explain how we got where we are today.
But all of it, black history, white history, all of it is American history. That makes it all of our
history, and therefore worthy of our attention.
There are a few different ways for you to participate in Black History Month. I encourage
you to give these a try, and in doing so, to get to know all our history a little better.
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Black History Month Events

Freedom Tour
Saturday, February 24, 2018
Historic First Congregational
Church of Detroit
33 E. Forest Ave.
The Underground Railroad Living Museum Flight to Freedom Tour is a “storytelling”
re-enactment of the original Underground Railroad passage that operated between 1840
and 1863. On the tour visitors will be shackled with wrist bands at the entrance of the tour
and begin their journey by entering through the “Door of No Return,” on Goree Island in
Africa. As this journey begins, visitors transform into passengers on the Underground
Railroad and are led to Freedom by a conductor. Passengers hide from bounty hunters,
cross the Ohio "Deep" River; take retreat in a safe house in Indiana which is owned by
Abolitionist Levi Coffin. Finally, passengers move to “Midnight,” the code name for
Detroit and take safe haven at the First Congregational Church of Detroit before moving
on to Canada and “freedom.”
Sign up to attend on the Activities Bulletin Board. We will carpool from church at 10 a.m.
Cost is $12/person. We will grab lunch at a nearby restaurant.

Anti-Racism Presentation
Last fall several members of Holy Cross attended a Synod Anti-Racism Workshop. In
February, that group will present some of what they learned. These sessions will replace the
Faith Forum, and will not just be informative; they will have plenty of opportunities for
conversation. All are encouraged to attend! Look for us in the Meeting Room. If the group
gets big enough, we will move to the Fellowship Hall.
February 4 - Overview of the Anti-Racism Workshop. This session will include a
timeline of racism in America and several “Aha!” moments about American
history.
February 11 - Institutional Racism. In this session, the group will share what
institutional racism is, and how it differs from personal or individual prejudice. The
impacts of institutional racism will be explored.
February 18 - What’s Next? The final session will explore the current state of our
country and our church regarding racism, and what can be done locally and
nationally.
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Holy Cross Council Corner
Dear Members of Holy Cross,
In the January newsletter, I shared some reflections of our 2017 ministries and visions for
2018 and the near future. The council has been visioning and currently is working on setting some short term goals for Holy Cross. These will be shared once they are finalized.

We will begin looking toward the future on February 4 at our Congregation Meeting following worship. Our meeting will start with a pancake brunch presented by our youth from
6.1.2., to help raise funds to support their attendance at the National Gathering this summer in Houston.
At this meeting, we will be:
 Reviewing our financial status and voting on the 2018 budget,
 Following up with the second vote on the bylaw change from the last meeting,
 Hearing a proposal from the Capital Improvement Committee for a new floor in the
Fellowship Hall and LED lighting throughout the building,
 Learning about the Rise Up Campaign,
Listening to updates on filling the music position, music ministry in the interim and worship space renewal, which includes the organ.
It is a full agenda as you can see.
As of this time, a personnel committee has been put together that is reviewing the job description for a new music director, and looking to get this information out so that applications can be received. This committee will have met three times prior to this newsletter being sent out. They are praying and listening to the Holy Spirit for guidance. As stated in my
article last month, until we have a new music director, we will use supply musicians and/or
possibly appoint an interim to fill in during this process.
Please continue to check out the council corner each month for updates from your church
council.

Thanks for reading.
Blessings,
Melodie Provencher, President, Church Council
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WELCA Spiritual Retreat

30th Annual Katy York
Honoring Women Luncheon
Saturday, April 14

Saturday, March 10,
8:15 – 3:00 p.m.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
1920 Lewis Ave, Ida MI 48140.

Italian American Hall
39200 W. Five Mile Rd., Livonia
Tickets are $30.
Plan to arrive at 10:30 am,
lunch will be served at noon.
The sign-up sheet and envelope for checks
are on the bulletin board.

Registration deadline:
Thursday, March 1
Registration forms are available on
the bulletin board.
For more details and on-line registration go
to www.princeofpeaceida.org

Monthly Ministry Highlight:
Affordable Living
Each month, Samaritas is featuring one facet of its ministry to help us better understand the breadth of the
breadth of their work.
Samaritas believes that every person deserves a healthy, beautiful, and comforting
place to live. Thanks to our 15 affordable living communities across the Lower Peninsula
in cities like Muskegon, Cheboygan, and Monroe – from coast to coast to coast – Samaritas
is able to offer homes for many people with limited and/or fixed incomes. To learn more
about these communities, please contact our Executive Director of Affordable Living, Jay
Gilbert, at jgilb@samaritas.org or (313) 308-8833.
Learn more about all the services we offer at our new website, www.samaritas.org.
Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Niklaus Schillack
Director of Church Relations
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN C

Sun

Mon

Community Building Use
M 5pm Ellies Weigh
W & Th 7am AA
W & F 8pm AA
W 8pm Alanon
Th 11am AA
Th 7:30pm AIM
F 10am AA

Tue

5

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am

9:30 am Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
Congregational Mtg.

11 TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am

18

Faith Forum
Fair Trade Sales
Worship & Godly Play
Fair Trade Sales
GPS

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am

Building use by outside g
shown in red.
Italicized activities are

1st T 7pm Model Airplane
4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters
2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA

4 5TH SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY

Wed

6
9:30 am Bible Study

2:00 pm

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

12 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

13

14 AS

1:00 pm Rachel Circle

9:30 am Bible Study
11:30 am Christian Fellowship
@ Leo’s on Haggerty

2:00 pm
6:30 pm ACA Study Grp.
7:00 pm Ruth Circle

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

19

20

NON FOOD PANTRY
9:30 am Bible Study

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
GPS

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
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2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am

7

26

27

Worship
Faith Forum
Worship & Godly Play
GPS

7:30 pm

21

2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
8:30 pm

28

9:30 am Bible Study

6:30 pm ACA Study Grp.
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6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
8:30 pm

CHURCH - FEBRUARY 2018

d

groups is
off site.

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

NON FOOD PANTRY
10:00 am WELCA Mtg.
7:00 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

8
9:30 am Esther Circle

m Staff Meeting

m 6.1.2
m Bell Rehearsal
m Choir Rehearsal

SH

WEDNESDAY

2:00 pm Brew & Stew

6:30 pm Council Meeting

15

6:00 pm Pizza & Game Night

16

17
9:00 am Private Event/FH

3:30 pm Book Discussion

m Staff Meeting

2:00 pm Movies & Munchies
4:00 pm 6.1.2 Open Door

m Ash Wednesday
Worship

22

m
m
m
m
m
m

Staff Meeting
Bell Rehearsal
6.1.2
Lenten Supper
Lenten Worship
Choir Rehearsal

m
m
m
m
m
m

Staff Meeting
Bell Rehearsal
6.1.2
Lenten Supper
Lenten Worship
Choir Rehearsal

23

24
10:00 am Underground
RR Tour

7:00 pm Lydia Circle

MH Movie Night/FH
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers:
Mary Ann Asher
Norma Beckerman
Joyce Bigelow
Donna Hagen
Maureen Hatteberg

Alva Holk
Ellie Leveranz
Lillian May
Kathy Mertins
Doris Miller

Pete Moundros
Cara Nims
Betty Parsley
Ann Ransom
Dan Rochowiak

Virginia Sorensen
Dave Wheeker

Muriel Harper
Jack Hendrickson
Ann Holliday
Burt Holliday
Arelene Kudlas

Pat Lindholm
Bob Noechel
Werner Oellerich
Lee Onkka
Bob Stone

Jack Thom

Those Homebound:
JoAndrea Brandt
Lois Cavanaugh
Mildred Duby
Edna Duffy
Joan Giese

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died:
Jayne Beyers

Gary Ewing

Judith Fussell

Those in Service to Our Country:
Matthew Conrad
Stephen Cruickshank

Taylor Furda*
Tina Hiller

Michael Rasler
Jennifer Smith

Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy
Scott Vasko

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized (HO) - Hospice (R) -Rehab
To add a name to this list:
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include
only the request information and a general reason for the request.
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country.
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you!

I can’t begin to tell you how much Bob looked forward to, and enjoyed, having the Holy Cross choir and church members come
caroling to Livonia Woods in December. Your beautiful voices
rang throughout the halls!
Our many, many thank yous!
Love, Bob and DJ Noechel
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What’s Happening in the Pre-School?
We have had a great start to the new year in preschool! The children have been doing a lot of fun
"pretend" winter activities in the classroom. We
built a snowman, had a snowball fight, and went
ice skating. Now that February is here, you are
sure to see a lot of hearts in our classroom as the
children get ready to celebrate Valentine's Day.

Upcoming Events

612

Feb. 7 - Dinner & Faith Formation, 6:12 pm
Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday (Attend Worship), 7:30 pm
Feb. 15 - Open Door Activity, 4 pm
Feb. 21 - Lenten Supper & Worship Prep, 6:12 pm
Feb. 28 - Lenten Supper & Worship Prep, 6:12 pm

Open Door Ministry Service Project
On Thursday, February 15th, 6.1.2 will be participating in a service project called Open
Door Ministry. During our time at Open Door Ministry we will be packing groceries, distributing food and cleaning the faculty.
What is Open Door Ministry? What do they do?
Founded by John Drouillard in 2000, Open Door Ministry strives to not only provide food
to needy families, but equips them to provide food for themselves. Through their food
bank, job bank, ODM Graduate school and one on one counseling they have been able to
help over 6,500 families, in which 90% have improved their situation and no longer need
food assistance.
Open Door Ministry continuously serves over 400 families a week with an average of
20,000 lbs. of food. Volunteers, like us, are the only way open door ministry is able to reach
and connect with families in the community. If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please contact Kim Rowe.
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for

Fellowship Events

February

Saturday, February 10

Pizza & Game Night
♦♦♦

Saturday, February 17

Lectors 8 am/10 am
February 4

Movies & Munchies

February 11

A Woman Called MOSES (pt. 2)

February 18
February 25

Carol Schrecengost
Shari Dudek
Michael Murphy
Lunice Clay
Mary Foster
Linda Carlucci
Tami Klopfer
Kathryn Hall

Altar Guild
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

Sue Scherbarth (8am)
Beth Hare (10 am)
Peggy Hefner
Please sign up!
Marion Hansen &
Barb Hunter

Communion Teams 10 am

Holy Cross Annual
Rummage Sale
Save the date & your STUFF!
Our annual rummage sale is scheduled for
April 20-21. We will begin setting up on
Tues., April 17th. Much help will be needed
with set-up, sales and clean-up. Please
reserve some time in your schedule to lend
a hand. Sign-up sheets will be available as
the date gets closer.

February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

Berean Team
Waligora Team
Dudek Team
Adams Team

Acolytes 10 am
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

Contact Susan Scholz if you have questions.
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Seth Pianga
Gabriella Thomas
Matthew Moore
Mickey Bernhard

Altar Flowers
for February

Coffee & Tea Servers
for February
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

February 4 ......... Alice Santo & Carol Shaltz
February 11 .............................Linda Carlucci

Please consider providing flowers
for the altar. Sign up on the board
hanging across from the office.

Congregational Meeting
Mary Allen & Karen Anastasiow

Greg & Tami Klopfer
Priscilla Circle

Please contact Susan Scholz to volunteer
for this much appreciated ministry.

Christian Fellowship will meet
Tues., February 13, 11:30 am
at Leo’s on Haggerty.

Book Club News
Our book for February is
The Secret Life of Bees,
by Sue Monk Kidd.
Join us for a discussion in
the Abbey, at 3:30 pm on February 15.

March
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
is set for

February 12th.
Holy Cross Statement of Welcome
Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA).
We believe all people are created in God’s image.
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people.
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality.
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together…
…in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age
or any other category society uses to distinguish between people.

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here.

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28
11

12

Pastor’s Pen Page 2
Black History Month Page 3
Prayer Concerns Page 8
6.1.2 Page 9
Worship Support Page 10

In this issue:

centered in Christ
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To be a community of faith

Our vision:
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