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May 5th, 2020 
 
Considerations for “Youth in the Community 2020” 
 
Over the last few weeks we have received many inquiries regarding the status of Youth in the 
Community (YIC) for 2020. As event coordinators, we are facing the same challenges 
organizationally as many of you are within your own homes. We have decided that we are 
going to press on with preparations for the event as though it were going to happen as 
scheduled: June 1st – 6th, 2020. I believe it is important to communicate with any prospective 
participant our reasoning behind this decision as well as the variables that are still in-play that 
could have an impact on the program: 
 
Reasons for Pursuing the Program: 
- The purpose of YIC has always remained the same: connecting young people with the 

needs of others within our community in a manner that glorifies Jesus Christ. Our goal is to 
help the next generation perceive need, develop a plan, and work together as a team to 
accomplish goals. Over the last 8 years we have a had many families in our community 
come to rely upon the efforts of our teens to help them at the beginning of each summer. 
These needs remain regardless of a health crisis.  

 
- We believe this program is of great mutual benefit both to those who serve as well as those 

who are being served.  
 
- Our teens have experienced a great deal of social isolation recently. We cannot think of a 

better way to help them re-engage with others than in a service opportunity such as YIC. 
 
Variables that may Affect the Program: 
- The need is real, the resources are available, the only obstacle now is opportunity. Our 

church – like many other groups – have made significant sacrifices to submit to the 
requirements established by the authorities over us. The requirements that prevent 
assembly of large groups remains the largest obstacle to engaging in YIC 2020. We have 
already seen an easing of the restrictions. We don’t know how quickly our circumstances 
will continue to change. With that in mind, we have opted to prepare for the best-case-
scenario. An endeavor such as this requires a tremendous amount of coordination. It would 
be easier to prepare for the event and cancel than to try to scramble at the last minute to 
piece something together. 
 

- We have already been in contact with many of the folks we have typically served each year. 
Most – if not all – have expressed an enthusiasm to have our teams come and help them. 
We are confident there will be work to perform.  
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- The recreation part of the day is our biggest concern at the moment. All of the recreational 

establishments that we would typically visit (Boondocks, Elitch Gardens, etc.) are closed at 
the moment with no clear date of opening. Each place is eager to reopen, we just can’t 
predict if that will be in time for our event.  

 
- We are presently working on some atypical opportunities that would be more within our 

operational “control” that could serve as viable alternatives for afternoon options.  
 
- YIC is, at its very core, a “together” type of activity. Work can only be done in close 

proximity with others. Transportation can only be done in close proximity with others. 
Every family will have differing levels of concern for how they will re-assimilate into society. 
We will honor all requirements established by the authorities over us, but we might not be 
able to follow all recommendations. Therefore, if you have strong medical concerns for the 
effect of the virus on your participating youth, this year might not be the best year for 
them to be a part of the program.  

 
Financial Plan 
- YIC could look very different this year. We might even have to cancel the event just a few 

days before it is scheduled to start depending upon circumstances. If the decision is made 
to cancel the event, you will receive a refund for all fees. 

- Considering the potential need to issue bulk refunds, we would ask that you pay for YIC 
2020 via credit  or debit card if at all possible. This would allow for our accountants to 
initiate refunds in the most expedient manner possible.  

 
Conclusion 
If the Lord allows YIC 2020 to proceed, we would be delighted to have you participate as part of 
the team. Our commitment to the participants and their families is to do our very best to 
provide a safe, enjoyable, and beneficial event for all involved.  
 
Brady Thornton 
Pastor, LIFE Fellowship of Frederick 
 
 


