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Acts 5:1–11 (NIV) 1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 

With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the 
apostles’ feet. 3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you 
before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 
thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And 
great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, 
and carried him out and buried him. 7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 

Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 9 

Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried 
your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and 
died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 

Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 
 

- This event is not the first time Scripture records someone dying in an act of service to God for (what might 
appear to be) a “minor” issue. Read the passages below to identify the circumstances, the people involved, 
and the nature of their offense.  
 

o Leviticus 10:1-3 
 
 

o 2 Samuel 6:1-7 
 
 

- Acts 5:1-4: Within these verses we can learn a lot about the Nature and Ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
 

o Peter’s first accusation against Ananias was that he “lied to the Holy Spirit” (v.3)  
 

▪ Take a few minutes to contemplate “lying”. What motivates people to lie? What is their 
objective? What is the consequence?  
 
 

▪ Against what / whom is lying effective? (For example, can one effectively lie to a lifeless 
object? An animal? What makes a “lie” effective?) 

 
 

▪ Based upon your answers to the questions above, what is inherently true about the nature of 
the Holy Spirit?  

 
 

o Peter’s second accusation was that Ananias “did not just lie to human beings, but to God” (v.4). What 
does this verse reveal about the nature of the Holy Spirit?  

 
 
 

o The Scriptures mentions no less than 15 different ways the Holy Spirit ministers TO and THROUGH a 
follower of Jesus. Read the following passages and identify some of the more specific roles of the 
Holy Spirit as they pertain to this passage: 
 

▪ John 16:8-11 
 

▪ John 16:12-13 
 

▪ John 16:14 
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- Acts 5:3 “How is it that Satan has so filled your heart...” What does this phrase mean in the life of a follower 

of Jesus? Let’s read the following passages to identify the work of Satan: 
 

o Genesis 3:1-7:  
▪ Why did Satan tempt Eve, not Adam? 

 
▪ What tools did Satan use to deceive Eve?  

 
▪ Was the fruit the problem, or was it something else? What ultimately enticed Eve to partake 

of the fruit?  
 
o John 8:44 

 
o 1 Peter 5:6-9 
 
o What was Satan’s objective in tempting Ananias and Sapphira?  
 
 

- Based upon what we have read in Acts 5 so far, what do you suppose was the scenario that happened at the 
home of Ananias and Sapphira once their property sold? What was Satan was doing? What was the Holy 
Spirit doing?  

 
 
 
- Ultimately, what was it about the actions of Ananias and Sapphira that constituted “lying to the Holy Spirit / 

God”? (See James 1:13-15 and 1 John 2:15-16 for some help if needed)  
 
 
 
- Why did this action – of all possible actions - result in the penalty of death? What was God trying to 

communicate to the church? What was God trying to protect the church from? What does it mean in Acts 
5:11 when it says “great fear seized the whole church and those who heard about these events”?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


