
CHANGING THE WAY YOU THINK ABOUT LOVE 
Rethinking Your Life – Part 6 

  
 
TRANSFORMATION: 
“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way 
you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  Romans 12:2 (NLT) 
 
 
 

1.  LORDULAR: LOVE MUST BE DIRECTED TOWARD GOD AND PROVIDED TO OTHERS IN FORMS 
THAT RESEMBLE GOD 
“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first 
and greatest commandment.” Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT)  
 
“We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, 
and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of 
judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. Such love has no fear, 
because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully 
experienced his perfect love. We love each other because he loved us first.”  1 John 4:16-19 (NLT) 
 
 
 

2.  OTHERWARD: LOVE IS NOT SELF-CENTERED 
“A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are 
based on these two commandments.”  Matthew 22:39 (NLT) 
 
“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful 
nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.”  Galatians 5:13 (NLT) 
 
“Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the 
requirements of God’s law.” Romans 13:8 (NLT) 
 
 
 

3.  VOLITIONFUL: LOVE IS FULL OF WILLFUL ACTS OF CHOOSING TO ACT IN THE BEST 
INTEREST OF ANOTHER 
“Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from 
the Father who sent me.”  John 14:24 (NLT) 
 
“If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can 
God’s love be in that person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our 
actions.”  1 John 3:17, 18 (NLT) 
 
 
 

4.  EVERYTHINGICAL: LOVE IS THE GREATEST OF ALL ACTS AND THE HIGHEST OF ALL 
ATTAINMENTS 
“I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I 
had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. If I gave everything I have to the 
poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.”  1 
Corinthians 13:1-3 (NLT) 
 
“Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.”  1 Corinthians 13:13 (NLT) 
 
“The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on those two commandments.”  Matthew 22:40 (NLT) 
 
“And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow-not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below-indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 
 

 


