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Turkey, sweet potatoes, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy and family; these are some 
of the things that make up my traditional Thanksgiving. Yes, even in this season of 
plague, when many of us will be without the solace and joy of family gatherings, 
Thanksgiving should still touch a deeper part of our humanity. 

The above-mentioned items are important in a limited way, but they pale in 
comparison to the deeper meaning of Thanksgiving. What is the greater depth to be 
found in this holiday? I am reminded of the Good Samaritan passage from Luke. At 
the beginning, a scribal scholar and Jesus have an exchange. The scholar asked Jesus 
what he had to do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus, knowing it was a trap, answered with 

his own question, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?”  “Well,” said the scholar, “Love God with 
all your heart, mind and soul, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 

This passage is known in Jewish circles as the Shema.  It is a central passage in Judaism and recognizes that 
God is One, and all that “is” comes from God.  Thanksgiving is a restatement of our recognition that earth, 
air, crops, and life itself are all gracious gifts from a loving Creator.  So, at the very heart of Thanksgiving is 
gratitude. We have gratitude in response to the lavish and wonderful gifts that God has bestowed upon us, but 
we also recognize gratitude has ethical implications that go beyond simply feeling thankful.

The scholar made the point himself when he said to Jesus, “…and love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  This portion of the scripture actually comes from 
Leviticus which addresses some of the ethics of our faith. If we truly love our 
Creator and feel deep gratitude, then sharing beyond our own biological families 
is a given.  Sharing with the needy in our community is going to come naturally.  
This is contrary to the question of “Who is my neighbor?” which was asked by 
the scholar in an attempt to limit the radical nature of the love and gratitude 
to which we are called.  Jesus was having none of it and, as a response, shared 
the parable of the Good Samaritan. As we know, the Good Samaritan, though 
treated as a pariah in his society, acted in a manner giving evidence of the radical 
and unlimited love of God for his neighbor... all human beings. 

In America today, too many people go without because the income and 
employment gaps are massive.  Regardless of the machinations of our 
government, whichever party may be in power, it falls to us as people of faith to 
respond to the needy in our midst.  

As we prepare to enter the “Holy-day” season, I challenge you to act in 
consistency with the faith that we proclaim.  Look around and become a 
generous benefactor to anyone and everyone you are able to help.  Support our 
church and denominational programs because they are faith-based and very 
effective in the cause of helping others.  Let each of us experience a safe and 
authentic Thanksgiving.

May God bless you as you live the faith with integrity.
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As we turn the corner from Summer to Fall, I have a few items to discuss.  

First, The Budget
The 2021 Annual Appeal kicked off a few weeks ago, and has continued for about a 
month. I hope you choose to financially support FCC and the direction we are moving; 
which is towards healing, better communication, unity, and inclusion. The theme for this year is “Who Do 
We Say That We Are?” That is the theme not only of this year’s appeal, but also for us as a congregation, as 
we move forward.  With the help of Dr. Don, we are in the process of determining who we are, and who we 
want to be, so that we will consciously choose a lead minister that will support the direction we wish to go 
as a church, rather than choosing a minister to lead us in a direction.  I’ve digressed from the budget for a bit 
only to remind us of what we are doing and why. In this time of transition, we are not idle, but in discovery. 
We are not simply waiting out the pandemic, but adapting in this time of isolation to increase dialogue and 
interaction even in the midst of a pandemic. As part of this discovery process, multiple online face-to-face 
Zoom forums are happening regularly each week for us to see each other (without masks) and talk about 
what’s on our minds spiritually, socially, sometimes politically, and within the congregation.  
Visit www.zoom.com and enter the necessary login information to join a meeting:

We welcome Jill Robinson as the new chair of the Just Peace Ministry and I am excited to see the direction she 
takes the ministry. I am hopeful Jill and Just Peace will soon begin an online discussion offering. More to come 
on that in future issues of The Communicator! 

I urge you to consider attending one or more of these sessions. You will get to know your fellow FCCers in 
a way you probably didn’t know before attending, and I can guarantee that if you attend more than once, 
the experience and connection will deepen. I sure have participated, and it’s wonderful.  In this time of 
forced isolation, distancing and masking, having a way to connect with your fellow FCC folk visually and 
conversationally brings us all closer together despite us being physically apart. Believe me, I fully understand 
we are all busy with many demands on our time. I’m a pretty busy guy too, but consider making room to drop 
into a Zoom discussion and giving it a try. There are no charges for attendance and you just might find you’re 
pleasantly surprised.

Oh yes, the budget… we released the proposed 2021 budget (numbers and narrative description) on October 
15 for your review and consideration. As I mentioned in a recent eblast, I am committed as Moderator to 
increase congregational participation and transparency wherever possible. That is the primary reason why 
I considered being Moderator. The budget has been presented early to give you time to review it, and we 
have time to discuss what the Council has budgeted. The budget reflects input from the staff and various 
teams and committees.  The narrative explains what each staff member does so that there might be a better 
understanding of what dollars for staff salaries are paying for. As the narrative explains, and as you know, 
where we place our money is where we place our priorities. The Church Council believes the priorities of 
the church are accurately reflected in the budget, but we want to hear from you to see if you agree, before 
we approach you for an up or down vote at the Annual Meeting held in January. We will be scheduling at 
least two Zoom discussion sessions on the budget. We want to answer questions and hear your feedback 
directly so that budget changes can be made, if needed.  I want the budget to reflect, to the best of our ability, 
the common values and priorities of the congregation so there is no surprise when the budget is voted on in 
January. Please attend these sessions if you can. I would love to see you there.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

A  M o m e n t  f r o m  t h e  M o d e r a t o r
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r
b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Community  

and Conversation
Meeting Code: 825 1671 0933

Passcode: TH3549FCC

Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
What Does It Mean  
to Really Live our  

Micah 6 Convictions? 
Meeting Code: 894 0036 6455

Password: Convo3549

Thursdays, 1:00 p.m.
Bible Study 
with Dr. Don 

Meeting Code: 871 6667 6164
Passcode: 847891
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We have a new Director of Youth Ministry!
We are very fortunate to have Josh Rumple join the FCC staff as Youth Director. Josh comes with impressive 
credentials, including a BS in Christian Ministries and Masters in Theological Studies and experience leading
other youth groups. I got to interview Josh and I am excited to see how he builds our youth programming for 
middle and high school kids.  He has new innovative ideas and dovetails wonderfully with Del Hokanson. 
Del’s work with our young children continues uninterrupted, while Josh provides a path for kids leaving 
elementary school and entering the social challenges of middle and high school. As mentioned in eblasts, Josh 
was hired for a ten-month contract, after which we will evaluate how well the youth program is going and if 
finances can continue supporting the program. Ten months will allow enough time for a summer Youth Group 
Mission Trip as well, and I hope COVID-19 conditions will allow that. Please support Josh - especially those 
of you with middle school / high school aged children, by having your kids give him a try. I have three; two 
college-aged daughters and one is a junior in high school. I understand that gentle “encouragement” may be 
needed to get the ball rolling. Parents, don’t hesitate to reach out to Josh if you have questions. We can’t have 
a successful youth program without participating youth. We are funding this so that your kids have a safe, 
open connection with peers outside of the school environment, which will take them all the way through high 
school. I know that my girls made lasting connections when they were in Youth Group.

Take Care, enjoy the fall, stay safe, and VOTE!

Josh Rumple joined the FCC staff in October 2020 as the Director of Youth 
Ministry.

He grew up in a very small town in northwest Ohio, eventually leaving to 
attend college at Indiana Wesleyan University. It was here that he met his 
future wife, Rachel, and graduated with a BS in Christian Ministries. Upon 

graduating in 2012, Josh married Rachel, and they promptly 
moved to Colorado Springs to build their lives together.

While in college, Josh began working with youth at a small 
church in a nearby town, beginning his love for youth 
ministry. He continued working with youth after moving 
to Colorado, working at a middle school and volunteering 
as a youth minister. Over 
the course of that time, Josh 
earned an MA in Theological 
Studies and aimed his life at 
working for social justice.

In his spare time, Josh loves 
to read and write, as well 
as completely nerd out on 
various tabletop games. 
You can probably find him 
doing one of those things 
if he’s not watching Netflix 
or taking a nap with his cat, 
Merlin.

N e w  t o  t h e  S t a f f  T e a m !
b y  J o s h  R u m p l e , D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y

j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g

Check out 
the FCC Youth Group 

on Social Media and  
connect with Josh!
Instagram: 
fcuccyouth

TikTok: 
@the_dwelling_Place_fcucc

Facebook: 
FCC Youth
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M y  S a b b a t i c a l  -  P a r t  I I
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  f o r  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

In Sabbatical Report Part I,  I wrote about how it 
took me almost a month to unwind and find some 
rest. Since the Sabbatical theme was about “time of 
renewal, focused on mind, body, and spirit” with 
the intent of “finding Just Peace in my self, family, 
congregation and community,” it took time! I’ve 
concluded it is a complicated and ongoing prospect. 
My rested body enabled me in the second month of 
Sabbatical to find renewal of my spirit. 

Most days started at 5:30 a.m.: feed the animals, walk 
the neighborhood, have a cup of tea, and plan the 
day. I enjoyed spending time in my garden, reading 
fiction, and painting. My evenings ended with 
watching the news, dinner with my family, Scrabble 
with my husband, and enjoying the sunset on the 
back porch in the cool of the evening. A couple times 
a week, I rode my new horse, Jada, who used to be a 
school horse. She now enjoys retirement at my home 
and is an amazing trail horse and my equine partner. 
I have fallen in love with her. 

Over and over in my journal I wrote, “best summer 
ever! I love June! I love being home!” I enjoyed long 
discussions over dinner with my daughter and 
husband, and sometimes my son and his girlfriend 
joined us. There was a lot to discuss: COVID-19 
spiking the highest hospitalizations since April; the 
death rate rising; news of the virus, protests and 
racism; political discussions over the use of masks; 
etc.

We took a much needed trip away from the day-to-
day quarantine and escaped to New Mexico where 
we were the only guests at Nan Ranch. The ranch is 
nestled into a verdant valley and was complete with 
a swimming pool, trails, and aging forests. We also 
took that time to visit family property outside of 
Deming, New Mexico, where we envisioned a solar 
farm. New Mexico’s wide open skies, layers of distant 
mountians, jackrabbits, roadrunners, and javelina 
brought back fond memories for me of growing up in 
Arizona. If things had gone according to the original 
plan, we would’ve been returning from Guatemala at 
that time. Instead, I soaked in the latino culture and 
indigenous vibes of a desert landscape.

In the midst of it all, I was reading "White Fragility" 
by Robin DiAngelo. The book helped confirm in 
my own mind that rascism is not just a black issue. 
White supremacy is the warp and weave of our 
culture and our eurocentric heritage. Racism is really 

a white issue. This time of 
contemplation really put 
me in deeper touch with 
my native heritage and the 
topic will emerge in future 
sermons.
Along with rest and joy, I felt anger, grief and worry 
too. For my spiritual health, I became a member of 
a small group doing Soul Collage. Soul Collage is a 
form of art therapy and spiritual direction that allows 
one to be in touch with unconcious feelings and 
thoughts hibernating in our dreams and daydreams. 
It is a way of making those thoughts and feelings 
more present so that one can accept and deal with 
them.

In one particular collage, I used a picture of one of 
the historic Agia Sophia Mosaics and a luscious oil 
painting titled “Submerged.” I created the card with 
the eyes of wisdom looking over the submerged body 
that reminded me of baptism. As is the custom with 
Soul Collage, I asked the card what it had to tell me. 
The card looked lovingly at the baptized body that 
symbolized for me my call to ministry. The limp body 
resting in strong arms reminded me to submerge 
myself in my faith and to trust in God. 

As I continued to reflect on the piece, I realized that 
both parts of the collage were works of art. Is my 
calling moving me closer to art? That thought brought 
me increased energy. Not long after that, I attended 
a workshop at Cottonwood Art Center where I 
discovered Artivism, activism through art. It was the 
very thing I had been looking to do in my planned 
visit to Guatemala.  It’s amazing how God provides 
just what we need. 

Out of the concept of Artivism came “The American 
Flag” paintings. They are part of a triptych I created 
that captures the angst of Summer 2020. These 
paintings are now on display in the Atrium at FCC. 
Stay tuned for Sabbatical Part III in the next issue of 
The Communicator!

On page 5, check out Pastor Jacque's 
art – currently hanging in the FCC 
Atrium. When the church facility 

reopens, these pieces of art will be 
available to be viewed in person.
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DR. DON'S BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 11 a.m.

A weekly Bible study open to all! 
Come prepared with your bible 
as we study the Book of Mark.

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87166676164?p-
wd=anhRNkVKbTl2UkxtZHIzQnk0OWtmQT09
meeting ID: 871 6667 6164
passcode:  847891

FCC CONVERSATIONS
Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Join Dr. Don for a virtual 
conversation on What Does It 
Mean to Really be a Micah 6 Congregation?

link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89400366455?pw
d=Mk1iUnhmelJtd21UTVR6b0x1dWhHQT09
meeting ID:  894 0036 6455
passcode:  Convo3549

COMMUNITY & CONVERSATION 
Sundays, 11 a.m.
Bring your morning coffee to 
your computer/mobile device 
and chat with Dr. Don! It's your 
opportunity to discuss worship, 
liturgy, FCC, community, etc.

link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82516710933?pw
d=WHAyYlBncEtVNXlrVXFsOVF0V004UT09
meeting ID:  825 1671 0933 
passcode:  TH3549FCC

Quarantined Sabbatical 2020
Three paintings capture the tone of the 2020 summer. 
1) I wrote a John Lewis quote on half of the American 
flag to honor him on the eve of his death, July 17. 
2) The other half of the flag I painted from 
truthandconciliation.com. The stripes are painted in skin 
tones. 
3) 4 schoolgirls who were killed in the 16th St. Church, 
Birmingham Alabama bombing (1963); Emmet Till, 
age 14, lynched for offending a white woman in 
Mississippi (1955); an unarmed Trayvon Martin, age 
17, gunned down by a neighborhood watch 
coordinator while Trayvon walked home (2012); 
De’von Bailey, age 19, killed by Colorado 
Springs Police who opened fire when he ran 
(2019); Breonna Taylor, age 26, killed by 
undercover police on a drug investigation in 
her home while asleep (2020); Armaud Arbery, 
age 25, pursued and fatally shot while jogging 
in Glynn County Georgia (2020); George Floyd, 
killed when a police officer handcuffed him and 
knelt on his neck for 8 minutes and 46 seconds 
(2020).
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C h i l d r e n ' s  a n d  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  a n d  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
d e l @ f c u c c . c o m

What a time for parents and kids this fall: as if last spring 
was not hard enough, coping with changing schedules 
within a few weeks. Then an elongated sense of summer, 
and now this. When you might finally have your family 
into a new routine, it could change tomorrow. How do 
you manage your work schedule, daily tasks, ensure you 
have enough computers in your house for each kid, and provide motivation and 
support for each of them? Pete and I have been teachers for decades, and we 
cannot imagine adding this layer of complexity to this school year. All I can say is 
God bless you all.

Which leads me to answering a question some of you may have. What has 
happened to Sunday School?  
We actually have an online curriculum that we have used for Sunday School 

for over 10 years, titled Seasons of the Spirit, so it could be simply linked if families so choose to contact me. 
From the conversations I have had though and with our Children's and Family Ministry Team’s input, the 
overwhelming response has been "please do not add another screen task for our kids" and "we do not have the 
energy to oversee it anyway."
Hence what and how can we support our families? As 
much as possible, I have attempted to connect face to 
face or via snail mail, to try not to impose any extra 
demands or time. Hence it started with the Easter 
deliveries and porchtraits. Then at the end of summer, 
a “Back to School” blessing arrived in mailboxes. 
Hopefully  Kids’ Messages each week provide a short 
and diverse spiritual segment for parents to use as they 
deem helpful. 

As fall arrived, my goal was to try to create an outdoor 
activity where kids could have fun with others in 
their FCC Kids’ Community while creating a relaxed 
opportunity for parents to connect and share ideas 
and stories in safe environments.  These have proven 
successful and well attended. Examples:
• AUGUST :  Over twenty-four kids with parents joined a cycling event at Pinon Valley Park.
• SEPTEMBER :  Rally Day was followed by a picnic and games event in a Manitou Park with ten families.

• OCTOBER :  Pumpkins on the Portico – a safe  
   way to host one of our annual  

  favorite All-Church Events!
• NOVEMBER:  Two Saturdays of recording for  

   the Christmas Eve online service. 

This last activity has the potential of involving over 
thirty-two elementary kids with families meeting at 
four locations, finishing with everyone gathering at 
Pastor Jacque Franklin’s barn for final filming and 
“partytime.” 

The six Affinity Group leaders have helped to delegate 
and disseminate details, and I thank Kisti Felps, Sarah 
Lund, Anabelle Malcolm, Melissa McCormick,  Jill 
Wright and Jenny Cavin for stepping up to help keep 
us all connected.
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So what 
about 2021? 
Of course we are all cautious 
about projecting what may 
emerge, but Del Hokanson is 
hopeful that we will be able 
to offer two of the scheduled 
OWL (Our Whole Lives: 
Sexuality and Our Faith) 
programs in the spring that are usually held as part 
of Sunday School; for 1st Grade (and 2nd Graders 
who missed out last spring) and the 5th-6th Grade 
kids.  As building trust and relationship are central 
components to these curricula, we have to work a 
way for these courses to be offered in person. We 
are also keen to ascertain a way to hold our annual 
3rd Grade Bible Workshop.  

Del often describes times like these as being like 
a tight rope walker, laying the rope down in front 
of oneself as one ventures the next step. So fingers 
crossed and prayers are being supplicated! 

FCC BOOK 
DISCUSSION 

GROUP
 Sunday, November 8 at 4pm 

"Giver of Stars"  by Jojo Moyes

"Alice Wright marries 
handsome American 
Bennett Van Cleve, 
hoping to escape her 
stifling life in 
England. But, 
small-town Kentucky 
quickly proves equally 
claustrophobic, 
especially living 
alongside her 
overbearing father-
in-law. So when 
a call goes out for 
a team of women 
to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt's new 
traveling library, Alice signs on enthusiastically. The 
leader, and soon Alice's greatest ally, is Margery, a 
smart-talking, self-sufficient woman who's never asked 
a man's permission for anything. They will be joined 
by three other singular women who become known as 
the Horseback Librarians of Kentucky. What happens to 
them--and to the men they love--becomes a classic drama 
of loyalty, justice, humanity and passion. Though they 
face all kinds of dangers, they're 
committed to their job--bringing books to people who 
have never had any, sharing the gift of learning that will 
change their lives.

Are you interested in joining the FCC Book 
Discussion Group? We would love to have you! 
Pick up a copy of the current book (listed above), do 
some reading, and join us on November 8, from the 
comfort of your own home; we will discuss the book 
via Zoom. 

Login Details:
 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8543799984 
9?pwd=ZXhJRzBsM0FDWTdqVW1od0paTHRvQT09 
Meeting ID:  854 3799 9849
Passcode: 858956

COMMUNITY REWARDS 
WITH KING SOOPERS

The King Soopers 
Community Rewards 
program makes fundraising 
to FCC easy - by donating to 
local organizations based on the shopping you 
do every day! Once you link your Shopper's-
Card to an organization, go shopping and swipe 
your Shopper’s Card. 
1. Create a digital account.
If you already have a digital account, simply 
link your Shopper’s Card to your account 
so that all transactions apply toward the 
organization you choose.

2. Link your Card to an organization.
Select the organization that you wish to support 
(First Congregational Church of Colorado 
Springs).

3. FCC starts to earn donations!
Any transactions moving forward using the 
Shopper’s Card number associated with your 
digital account will be applied to the program, 
at no added cost to you.

Thank you for your support!
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In late 1873 the Congregational Association proposed the establishment of a 
College to the Colorado Springs Company, in charge of the town's planning. 
The Association was represented by Prof. Thomas N. Haskell, whose fourteen 
year old daughter had suggested the school to him during their stay here just 
before she died. Major McAllister Jr., on behalf of the Company, agreed, but 
the Association required that Colorado College needed to be supported by a local Congregational 
Church. At least one half of its Board should be members of that church. Fortunately, at that time, the 
few local Congregationalists had been encouraged by blind “Father” Richard Bristol, a retired pastor 
now realtor, to organize and Prof. Haskell knew just the man to carry both enterprises: his brother-in-
law Jonathan Edwards, who had a high reputation both as teacher and as pastor.

Jonathan Edwards was born in 1820 to Justin and Lydia Edwards. His 
Puritan ancestors had immigrated in 1640 from Wales and had long 
been farmers, but his father was pastor of South Church in Andover and 
President of Andover Seminary. Jonathan was brought up with Justin's 
strict positions on Temperance, the Sabbath, and the Bible, graduating 
from Andover's Phillips Academy and Yale College. He taught for several 
years and was principal of Cony Academy in Maine, but the ministry 
beckoned. Jonathan graduated from Yale Divinity School in 1847 and the 
next year was ordained by his father at Woburn, Massachusetts. In that 
year, Edwards married Frances Swan Bronson. They had three children, 
Augusta, Mary, and Justin. He served the Woburn Church, in addition to 
churches located in Rochester, New York, and Dedham, Massachusetts, 
until 1874.

Early 1874, Rev. and Mrs. Edwards arrived in Colorado Springs. By 
May, with funding from the Association, he had established a facility (no 

more than a few rooms) in the Wanless block on N. Tejon, where preparatory classes were taught 
to eighteen students, sixteen of whom passed the exams to college rank in July. In the meantime, a 
small building was raised on N. Tejon across from Acacia Park, where classes would be held from 
September 1874 until 1880. Also from May in the Wanless block room, Rev. Edwards had started 

services, with his first sermon on Isaiah 63:7, “I will 
mention the loving kindness of the Lord.” On Sunday, 
October 25, 1874, the First Congregational Church of 
Colorado Springs was officially established with Rev. 
and Mrs. Edwards at the top of a 25 member founders 
list.

Part of Pastor Edwards' salary was provided by 
a grant from the Home Missionary Society, but a 
grasshopper plague ruined the local economy and 
money dried up. Edwards resigned in January 1875 
for personal and family reasons and returned to 
Grantville, Massachusetts, where he was pastor 
from 1876 until his death of pneumonia and heart 
weakness in 1894, one day shy of his 74th birthday.

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  I n  H i s  F a t h e r ' s  F o o t s t e p s
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Rev. Johnathan Edwards

Wanless Block; 
Special Collections Tutt Library Colorado College
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L C C :  C a l l  T o  S e r v e !
b y  A l i s o n  G e r b i g ,  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  L e a d e r s h i p  C u l t i v a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e 

alivasger@hotmail.com

As the church is moving 
through this time of transition 
with an Interim Lead 
Minister, how do we retain 
a community as vibrant and 
multifaceted as ours, make 

key decisions, and steward our collective resources? 
What is the impact you want to have? What gifts 
do you have to share with our congregation? How 
would you like to be a part of shaping the vision 
and focus of our church into the future?

The Leadership Cultivation Committee (LCC) is 
actively looking to match the passions and gifts of 
FCUCC members with key leadership positions on 
our Church Council as well as for LCC itself. 

If this interests you, we invite you to talk with 
a member of the LCC by November 20, 2020 for 
more information, and to visit the FCUCC Church 
Leadership web page https://www.fcucc.org/who-we-
are/leadership where you will first find information 
about Church Council, then information about LCC 
members and their emails contacts, and finally 
scroll below to the GET INVOLVED page which 
includes the Statement of Interest form.   

The upcoming open positions (starting in late 
January 2021) are:

 • SECRETARY OF THE COUNCIL
The Corporate Secretary shall be the custodian of 
the corporate records, including a record of the 
proceedings of meetings of the Congregation and 
meetings of the Church Council. The Secretary shall 
give notice of all meetings of the Congregation 
as required and perform other duties usually 
handled by a secretary. The Secretary is also a 
Liaison to LCC. We’re looking for someone who is 
efficient, well organized, and has a commitment 
for documenting all matters brought before the 
Council, and cares deeply about preserving the 
church’s history as we continue to build FCUCC’s 
future.

 •  COUNCIL MEMBER FOR  
  WORSHIP  & SPIRITUAL LIFE
This Council member partners with the Worship 
Team, including the Ministers and Director of 
Music to plan and support the range of worship 
offerings on Sundays, as well as to develop spiritual 

life programming beyond the Sunday services.  
Some understanding of liturgy and experience 
building sustainable worship programs is preferred 
for this position.

 •  COUNCIL MEMBER FOR  
  OUTREACH
This Council member oversees FCUCC’s 
connections to and support of the wider 
community, primarily through Mission Giving 
& Outreach and Just Peace Ministry. Having an 
understanding of the needs and resources within 
the greater Colorado Springs community and a 
passion for living out Jesus’ teachings are two 
qualities that would be helpful in taking on this 
role.

Additionally, the Leadership Cultivation 
Committee is seeking one new member to join our 
committee: 
 •  MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP  
  CULTIVATION COMMITTEE 
LCC members bring a diversity of perspectives and 
involvement to building leadership in our church, 
from ‘connectors’ who love meeting and getting to 
know people, to those who are great at discerning 
people’s strengths and potential, to those who just 
care about building leadership abilities within 
FCUCC. Previous experience with leadership 
development is not necessary!

In addition to self-nominations, we welcome 
referrals of others you believe would bring positive 
impact, for these or future openings on Council 
or LCC. Through conversations and interviews, 
LCC will identify the roster of candidates to 
present to the Congregation for election at the 
Annual Meeting in January. Prior to the Annual 
Meeting the candidates will be introduced to the 
congregation in The Communicator and/or by email.

The Leadership Cultivation Committee is energized 
by the talent in our congregation, and we look 
forward to finding out what passions and vision 
you would like to bring to a leadership role in our 
church.   

For more information, please e-mail Pam Shockley-
Zalabak, cshockleyzalabak@aol.com, chair of the 
Leadership Cultivation Committee, or reach out to 
any LCC member.
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Walking to our on-the-street, open air “kirk” of a Sunday morning, I remembered 
a poem I’d not read for 60+ years. It is “The Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner” by 
Samuel Coleridge. Covid-19 shutting us in and providing time for a reading—in 
my case, a listening—I found the verses below quite meaningful, even devotional. 
May you also.
 

from 
“The Rhyme of the 
Ancient Mariner” 
by Samuel Coleridge

W a l k i n g  t o  t h e  K i r k
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a m e s  W .  W h i t e ,  P a s t o r  E m e r i t u s
jwildenwhite@gmail.com

O sweeter than the marriage-feast, 
'Tis sweeter far to me, 

To walk together to the kirk 
With a goodly company!— 

To walk together to the kirk, 
And all together pray, 

While each to his great Father bends, 
Old men, and babes, and loving friends 

And youths and maidens gay! 

Farewell, farewell! but this I tell 
To thee, thou Wedding-Guest! 

He prayeth well, who loveth well 
Both man and bird and beast. 

He prayeth best, who loveth best 
All things both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, 

He made and loveth all. 
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The year 2020 has been novel to say the least. We have all had to rethink our 
ways of working, learning, worshiping, playing, and socializing with family and 
friends. Over the past several months, Stephen Ministers have continued to reach 
out to their care receivers. However, this too has changed. If possible, we visit 
safely, wearing masks and socially distancing.  More often, we reach out with 
calls and cards. For those living alone or in care facilities this is a particularly 

difficult and frightening time. Yet, each of us is feeling the uncertainty of now. Fear, depression, and 
loneliness seem to walk beside us each day. We have much more time alone with our thoughts and 
imaginations.

The bright light resulting from this pandemic has been that time, though.  
Time to slow down and appreciate what is truly valuable to us. We see this 
in the increased outreach of the FCC community. In recent months, our 
Care & Fellowship teams have initiated a wonderful way for reaching out 
to the members and friends of the First Congregational Church community 
through the Kindness Project. Anyone can request simple gifts of flowers, 
cookies, fruit, etc. to be delivered (safely) to an individual or family by 
contacting the church office (office@fcucc.org/719.635.3549), Connie Raub 
(ceraub@gmail.com), or Margaret Reiber (mjreiber@gmail.com). The Visitation 
Ministry Team is contacting persons known to be “shut-in” due to age or 
health issues, and meals are being prepared and delivered to persons needing this assistance.  

November begins with the election of our next governmental leaders and ends with Thanksgiving.  
Both days will be different, and the uncertainty of a waiting crisis lingers above each day.  Over sixty 
years ago, in another time of uncertainty when the cloud of an atomic crisis hung over each day, 
President John F. Kennedy stated, “The Chinese use two brush strokes to write the word 'crisis'. One 
brush stroke stands for danger; the other for opportunity. In a crisis, be aware of the danger – but 
recognize the opportunity.” While not correct grammatically, the message is valid.  

As the actions of care and service evidenced by the FCC community reflect, we are strong when we 
stand together with our shared loving-kindness to face the danger and recognise the opportunity.    

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  a t  F C C
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r

j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

The path forward is uncertain, yet the beauty of others surrounds us.
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M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h :  S u m m a r y
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d , C h a i r  o f  M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h
p a u l i j h u b b a r d 4 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

"Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison, and did not take care of you?" Then he will answer them, 

"Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me."
Matthew 25: 44-45

It was quite a conversation Jesus had that day. The group was trying 
to position themselves to be seen and liked, and yet Jesus always 
seemed to ask unscripted questions. Often they didn’t know what to 
say. Take this conversation where he totally identified with those who 
were hungry, naked, sick and in prison. He was one with them... you 
don’t pay attention to them... you don’t pay attention to me! 
Pretty blunt.

So how are we doing at First Congregational Church?  
Never enough and yet every step is an important one!

Summary of Events:
 1. Provided housing funding for Family Promise's IHN clients. This money was a replacement 
  for money normally used to host families three to four weeks per year.
 2. Took part in providing meals for teens at The Place.
 3. Provided extra funding for The Place and Westside Cares.
 4. Provided fourteen grants totaling $38,000.
 5. Sponsored the Reach In, Reach Out Retreat at St Francis Retreat Center. Eight people  
  participated in learning how to equip themselves with the tools of meditation. They also  
  served in the community with La Foret and Habitat for Humanity
 6. Applied to be a member faith-community with Westside Cares. We have selected  
  two members of the MG&O Committee to be First Congregational’s support and voice. 
 7. In cooperation with the disbanding of Eccumenical Social Ministries (ESM), we will be moving  
  the commercial washers and dryers, given to ESM, to a new home: The Sanctuary Church. The  
  Sanctuary Church is also a member faith-community with Westside Cares. We are happy  
  that the needs of the homeless community  
  will continue to be served.
 8. MG&O is currently working with our  
  grantees and staff to provide Mission  
  Sunday on November 15.
 9. We are participating with Habitat for  
  Humanity of Pikes Peak to organize a  
  Faith Unity Build.
 10. Regarding the Unity Build, be ready  
  to sign up to lend your talents to this  
  Build. More information is coming!  The  
  Build will be at the Sandcreek Development  
  off of Galley Road.
 11. Several Zoom presentations to our  
  MG&O Committee by our grantees.  
  Wonderful times to ask questions and get to  
  know the people who help direct important work.

We need your help! 
We need your heart for 

missions!
Come join our team, be blessed 
and encouraged in this work of 

being God’s hands and feet in this 
community and beyond. Please 

contact Pauli Hubbard (mgo@fcucc.
org) for more information. 

I would love to listen to 
your thoughts and vision.
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FCC’s Outside Worship, In-Person!
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  S e p t e m b e r  6  -  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

CONGRATULATIONS to Diahn Martins and Scott Eriksen on their marriage 
on September 19; to Ann Skinner on the birth of her great-grandchild, Emerson 
Anne, and to Rev. Mallory Everhart on her Ecclesiastical Council, held at La Foret 
in September.

THANK YOU to the many people who have made outside in-person worship services possible, 
including the Task Force (Paul McNeill, Andrea Barker, Tom Healy, Lynne Stefonik, Jenny Cavin, 
Linda Mooney, Eric Ridings, Jerry White, Lee Lehmkuhl, Rob Lund, and Dave Bribach) and the 
many musicians involved (Jenny George, Ani Rose Whaleswan, Dave Seyfert, Pam Lehmkuhl, Julie 
Keough-Mishler, Emily Bond, David Acton, Sarah Groh Correa, Lee Lehmkuhl, and Jerome Carter). 
We are also grateful to All who have donated worship flowers, and those who have contributed 
testimonials and personal messages (Marcie Mayer, Jill Robinson, and Margaret Reiber). Great thanks 
to Zander Ross for his excellent portrayal of John Krasinski in SJN, and ALL who have assisted with 
the Kids’ Community Worship at McAllister House.

We offer PRAYERS for Karen Franzen, Lance Tressler, Elizabeth Vincent’s granddaughter, and Jacque 
Franklin’s cousin who have all tested positive for Covid-19; Sharron Waterhouse who recently had 
knee surgery; Burl Kreps, recovering from pacemaker surgery; Susan Beavers, recovering at home 
from a heart attack; Verl Holmes, struggling with some health concerns; Jack Barber who is recovering; 
Curt Daniels who has been going through some medical testing; Michelle Spielman whose mother 
has been hospitalized; kindergartener Eden Hayman who is recovering from a broken femur – in a 
full body cast; Rose Enyeart’s son, Mike Dornbach, going through multiple surgeries due to a fall; 
Lawrence Kolz – health concerns; and Andy Kort who is in treatment for a blood disorder; and to 
Students, Teachers, Staff and Parents who are working in hybrid schooling situations. We pray for 
our State – especially the communities of Estes Park and Grand Lake who are dealing with the largest 
wildfires in history – burdened with evacuation and home loss. Our prayers continue to be with Dot 
Semmens, Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle Jordan, Sara Peek’s sister, Carla Pence, 
and Kris Stanec’s mother, Denise Vidmar who are all in cancer treatment. We continue praying for 
Delores Green who is in hospice.

CONDOLENCES to the family and friends of Rosemary Landon who passed away on October 9 at 
the age of 101; to John Snyder and family on the loss of Celia Snyder who passed away on September 
22. Services TBD. Also to the Newbrough family on the unexpected loss of their beloved dog, Charlie 
and Kathryn Eastburn, on the loss of her beloved dog, Teik. Condolences to Geoffrey Lewis on the 
loss of his mother, Barbara Lewis; to Melanie Lindsay-Brisbin on the loss of her father; and to Julie 
Keough-Mishler on the loss of her friend, Sally Tepper, who was a member of the Air Force Concert 
Band. Condolences to the family and friends of Matilda Smallwood (a former FCC member) who 
passed away in Charleston SC, in September at age 96. Finally, our nation continues to mourn the loss 
of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Paul Schwotzer 
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Jill Robinson
- Just Peace 
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Leadership Cultivation Committee
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sarah Lund, Victoria Hansen
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Kathy Kreps
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Curt Daniel
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry
OPEN
- JWW Lectureship Series

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Ruth Roland
- Interim Accountant

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
Sarah Groh Correa
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians

NURSERY STAFF
Sean Drevs and Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp, 
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Phyllis White, 
Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Elizabeth Shelton
- Member in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly.  
HOWEVER, the next issue will be the December issue.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (December 2020 Issue)  
is Sunday, November 15, 2020.  

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


