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A REFLECTION ON A MURDER 

 
George Floyd did not need to die.  As a police chaplain for close to 10 years, 
I have seen police work up close. In the words of my good friend Captain 
Hank Nelson, “Alarms go off when someone in your custody says “I can’t 
breathe.” Every cop knows this.” I can assure you, had my friend been present 

at the scene, he would have physically removed Officer Derek Chauvin 
from the neck of George Floyd.  Furthermore, it would be hard for me to 
believe that Officer Chauvin would have even been employed by the 
honorable and professional officers with whom I served. George Floyd 
should not be dead.  Derek Chauvin should, after due process, be in prison. 
This brutal treatment of African Americans since 1619 must finally stop.  
 
What about the other 3 officers at the scene? Officer Tou Thao, Officer J. 
Alexander Kueng, and Officer Thomas K. Lane all participated in the 
apprehension of George Floyd. What was their responsibility? Policing is a 
very difficult profession in which emotions can be extreme during times of 
physical struggle. The responsibility to restrain another officer who is 
starting to take things too far falls to the other officers. They watched; they 
knew the meaning of “I can’t breathe.” They did nothing. They are 
accessories to murder.  
 
What about white America?  It has now been over 400 years since the first 

African slave was brought to America. It has been over 150 years since we 
fought a war here to abolish slavery. And yet, the sub-human treatment of 
our black brothers and sisters continues. Why? 
 
The answer is that as white Americans, like the 3 officers at the scene, we 
have watched and done little or nothing. Sadly, in many instances we have 
been participants in the de-humanization of black Americans.  Historically 
and literally, we too are accessories to murder. This cannot stand.   
 

… 
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The social fabric of our beloved country is being ripped asunder by the cruel 
words and thoughtless actions of our time. I am reminded of Abraham 
Lincoln’s Lyceum Address in 1838. Commenting on the danger of external 
invasion, he spoke. 

“At what point shall we expect the approach of danger? By what means shall we 
fortify against it? -- Shall we expect some transatlantic military giant, to step the 
Ocean, and crush us at a blow? Never!--All the armies of Europe, Asia and Africa 
combined, with all the treasure of the earth (our own excepted) in their military 
chest; with a Buonaparte for a commander, could not by force, take a drink from the 
Ohio, or make a track on the Blue Ridge, in a trial of a thousand years. At what 
point then is the approach of danger to be expected? I answer, if it ever reach us, it 
must spring up amongst us. It cannot come from abroad. If destruction be our lot, 
we must ourselves be its author and finisher.” 

The tragic reality is that we are self-destructing. The sacred cloth that is 
America at her best is unravelling. There is within us, an infection that has 
been with us for over 400 years. We are not yet terminal, but we are gravely 

ill and in need to emergency surgery. Our history of injustice cannot stand 
and must stop now. 

So what can we do at this late date? We must stand up and we must speak 
up. We must join our brothers and sisters of color along with all the other 
variations of humanity in the recognition that we are all fully human. We 

were created equal and we all deserve to be treated with dignity and 
equality.  

I am asking all of you, church members or not, to join with me in imagining 
and acting in prophetic ways that will lead to a more just world. Let us 
reason together, let us pray together, and then we must ACT with courage 
and conviction.   

Dr Don Longbottom 
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