
Saturday, July 18, 2020 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus who prayed that we all may be one. 
  
As we continue to watch COVID-19 reach record numbers in the U.S. at 77,000 new cases for a 
second day in a row — 3 times what was happening a month ago — and 18 states including 
Utah needing to roll back re-openings, and 951 deaths in just one day, your conference ministers 
cannot endorse in-person gatherings inside church buildings for the foreseeable 
future.  Colorado’s state epidemiologist predicts a spike in mid-August running through the 
fall, which affirms the new mask order that has been placed in Colorado this week. Even 
Wyoming has seen a number of deaths and a rise in new cases, and in frontier communities 
there are rarely sufficient health care resources to manage a spike.  
 
As pastors, our hearts yearn with yours in the desire to be together and worship again within 
our sanctuaries. Yet, without the ability to sing, engage in responsive readings, shake hands, 
give hugs and take communion, others have shared that being back in the sanctuary falls short 
of what we remember church to be, and certainly not worth the risk of an outbreak that could 
bring calamity to our communities, and moral, emotional, and other liabilities to your 
congregation. 
  
As the church we join together in covenant to care for one another, including our pastors and 
worship leaders. While our conversations with your church leaders consistently affirm that they 
too would love to be back to the familiar patterns of church that existed before COVID, many of 
them reveal to us concerns about their own health and the health of their families. It is 
imperative for us as the Church to stand in faith that God will continue to provide for us in the 
midst of this uncertain and unpredictable time.  
 
As your conference leaders we stand united in asking you to remain steadfast in trusting the 
Holy Spirit, and to continue to look for creative ways to worship and connect spiritually until 
this scourge of COVID has passed.  We are holding a session during our upcoming Annual 
Celebration on regathering in our churches from 5-6pm this Friday, July 24; if you have not 
registered for our Annual Celebration (all are welcome!) please do so here. We also recommend 
that you continue to follow the advice of your state and county public health officials and the 
guidelines set by the Rocky Mountain Conference Board of Directors.  
 
We grieve with you the losses that we have all shared. We trust that God is with us and guiding 
us towards a new day. We remain your committed partners in sharing the good news of God’s 
unconditional love for all creation. And we implore you to stay the course... 
 
 
Erin and Sue 
 
 
Rev. Sue Artt 
Conference Minister ~ Regional Judicatory Executive ~ Chief Executive Officer 
Rocky Mountain Conference ~ United Church of Christ 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/annual-celebration-2020-leading-in-troubled-times-registration-106777749122
https://rmcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Reopening-Our-Churches-2020-05-14-FINAL.pdf

