
Membership Exploration



What is First Congregational Church?

 We are a United Church of Christ

 We are an Open and Affirming Church, inviting people of every age, race, national 
origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, means, ability, and spiritual 

tradition to join together in the love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, education, 
care, fellowship, and outreach.

 We are a Just Peace Church. We strive to be a community where respect 
and justice are foundational. We seek to share equal power, build 
nonviolent relationships, discover ways in which, as a church and as 
individuals, we can alleviate systemic injustice, confront violence, foster 
peaceful relationships, promote conflict resolution, and reconciliation in our 

homes, neighborhoods, communities, nation, and world. 



Our Purpose
As a church we are a people called to embrace the mystery of God.

Our Vision
With God, FCC will set the table for all who hunger and thirst.

Our Values
These timeless, enduring tenets guide our work, align with and support our purpose, guide our 
ministries and are everlasting:

Vision Framework

 WELCOME We are an Open and Affirming congregation dedicated to offering 
a spiritual home to all people. We actively encourage people to 
love, learn and grow with us; supporting diversity in thought, in 
community, and in all manner of contribution is vital to our
interactions with one another.

 WONDER We embody a progressive Christianity in which “God is still 
speaking” and we actively listen to better understand how to “do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly.”

 WITNESS By our being, we work toward creating a just world.  The 
richness of our community-in-God inspires, transforms, and 
empowers us to improve the lives of others and work toward
the common good Micah 6 serves as our theological touchstone.



What is the United Church of Christ?

The United Church of Christ (UCC) is a distinct and diverse community of 
Christians that come together as one church to join faith and action.  
With over 5,000 churches and nearly one million members across the 
U.S., the UCC serves God in the co-creation of a just and sustainable 
world.  The UCC is a church of firsts, a church of extravagant welcome, 
and a church where "…they may all be one" (John 17:21).



UCC is The Church of Firsts

 The first historically white denomination to 
ordain an African-American 

Source: http://www.ucc.org/about-us_ucc-firsts

 The first to ordain a woman 

 The first to ordain an openly gay man

 The first Christian church to affirm the right of 
same-gender couples to marry



UCC is a church of …

 Continues to change lives throughout the world

 Works alongside more than 200 mission partners

 Labors ceaselessly to fight injustice, in the United States and abroad

 Instills our vision into our youth and young adults, forging leaders 

who will imagine new dreams

 Sustains and develops church leaders, pastors, and our local 

churches to live their faith in exciting new ways.

EXTRAVAGANT
WELCOME

UCC …



Source: http://www.ucc.org/about-us_ucc-firsts

… a God that is all-loving and inclusive.
We are a church that welcomes and accepts 
everyone as they are, where your mind is 
nourished as much as your soul.
We are a church where Jesus the healer meets 
Jesus the revolutionary, and where together, we 
grow a just and peaceful world.

We believe in a 

God that is still speaking,



Responding to God’s love, we are First Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ, of Colorado Springs, 
an inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who 
through worship, education, care, fellowship, and 
outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God.

Our Mission at First Congregational Church



Staff Team

Church Council

Core
Resources

CARE & 
FELLOWSHIP

Council Member for 
Care & Fellowship

& Associate Minister

OUTREACH
Council Member for 
Outreach & 
Associate Minister

WORSHIP & 
SPIRITUAL LIFE

Council Member for 
Worship & Spiritual Life

& Lead Minister

EDUCATION
Council Member 
for Education 
& Lead Minister

CHURCH COUNCIL (8 members):
4 Officers: Moderator, Vice-Moderator, 

Secretary, Treasurer, and 4 Council 
Members for Ministry Areas

4 Ministry Areas:

CORE RESOURCES:
Facilities

Vice-Moderator & Communications 
Coordinator

Human Resources
Secretary & Lead Minister

Finances
Treasurer & Director of 

Financial Ministries

STAFF TEAM: 
Lead Minister 

(Chief of Staff), 
Associate Minister, & other 

hired Staff

3 Support 
Areas: Church 
Council, Staff 
Team,   
Core Resources

 Worship & Spiritual Life

 Education

 Care & Fellowship

 Outreach

How We Are Connected…



The History of First 
Congregational Church of 
Colorado Springs

 Organized and founded in 1874 in conjunction 
with the founding of Colorado College. 

 First two ministers of the church, Rev. Jonathan 
Edwards and Rev. James Dougherty, also held 
positions with the college.

 The present building was completed in 1889 at 
an estimated cost of $40,000.

 The design is in the Richardsonian Romanesque 
style and is constructed of Colorado Wall 
Mountain Tuft (rhyolite) quarried near Castle 
Rock, Colorado.

 The architect was Henry Rutgers Marshall of New 
York.

 The first service in this building 
was held on July 21, 1889.



The Sanctuary
 The interior of the church is in the plan of a 

Greek cross with an octagonal dome rising 
above the north nave.

 The lower walls of the Sanctuary are paneled in 
light oak to match the pews with notable 
stained glass throughout. 

 Additions to the present building:
 The Founders’ Room – 1903
 Christian Education Building - 1959 
 The Atrium – 1996

 Alterations and improvement made to the main 
building in 1910.

 Extensive restoration work to the 
interior of the building was 
completed in 2011.



Hook and Hastings Organ

 Built by the famous Boston builder Hook and Hastings in 1888 

 Installed in FCC in 1889

 Oldest original working pipe organ in Colorado Springs 

 Facade is the largest original Hook and Hastings facade west of 

the Mississippi. 

 Originally powered by water.  (The rare water turbine system is 

still intact in FCC!) However, eventually converted to electricity, 

due to the city shutting off all water for this type of use during a 

drought.

 Originally had 36 registers; now has 50 ranks 

and 38 stops, 3 manuals and pedal.



The Gregg Library
When the Sanctuary was built in 1888-89, a library was included, shelved on one 
wall of the Sacristy. 

The library found a new home 46 years later 
in a small frame house sitting on the church’s 
west side. That house was bought and 
donated to the church in memory of Rev. 
James B. Gregg, who served as pastor for 27 
years. It was named 
the Gregg Memorial Library Building. 

The building housed a study and classrooms. In addition, Dr. Gregg’s children 
gave a $10,000 bequest dedicated to the Gregg Library. That bequest still 
funds the library’s budget today. 

The Gregg Library is located in the West Building attached to the church.



What is MG&O?

First Congregational Church’s Mission Giving & Outreach 
Committee's function is

With God, FCC will set the table for all who hunger and thirst.

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 
gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”
Matthew 25:37-40

to support local, national, and worldwide missions 
by disbursing funds pledged by the Church’s 

congregation to the mission budget

The Committee also provides opportunities for participation in 
community service projects and outreach. MG&O has a separate 
budget from the general operating budget.





What does Membership at FCC mean?

 To WORSHIP as regularly as life allows
 To SERVE an activity or committee of the church where we 

feel called to share our God-given gifts
 To PLEDGE a regular financial gift to the passion-filled 

ministry of FCC
 To GROW spiritually through prayer, Bible study, and other 

spiritual practices
 To ACT as the church throughout the week in the various 

places where we live and work – applying an extravagant 
WELCOME, openness to WONDER, and positive WITNESS



Love…  binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. 

Colossians 3: 14
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