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Pentecost: 
The Wind Blows Where It Will
By Rev. Dr. Benjamin Broadbent, Lead Minister 
benjamin@fcucc.org
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The Easter season ends this year on Sunday, May 15, the Day of Pentecost. On 
that day we will tell the story about the disciples cowering fearfully in a locked 
room. The Holy Spirit shows up as subtly as a 747 taking off.  Cowlicks of flame 
appear on each head in the room. Fear turns into courage and they find their 
voices. Barriers fall and bridges rise. They can now communicate the gospel in 
ways that were impossible before the Spirit roared in.
During Pentecost, we remember that God’s Spirit broods over the face of the 
deep in Genesis, inspires Israel throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, settles upon 
Mary in her pregnancy, descends upon Jesus at his baptism, fills the billows of his 
prophetic voice throughout this ministry, and comforts the church following his 
death and resurrection. For Christians, following the Ascension, the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and the presence of Jesus the Christ are one and the same.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus shares these words about the Spirit with his nighttime 
conversation partner, Nicodemus: “The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8). The church, set in motion by 
the unpredicted and unsanctioned arrival of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, often 
wants to maintain more control than the Spirit is willing to allow.  It’s not that 
the church shouldn’t 
have ordered liturgy, 
or vision statements, or 
clear budget priorities, 
but a congregation 
should hold these things 
lightly, knowing that just 
as the wind blows where 
it chooses, so does the 
Spirit which gives the 
church its life.

continued on page 3.
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01 

MAY

MAY 2016 WORSHIP

15 

MAY

08 

MAY

Sixth Sunday of Easter

James W. White Lectures Weekend
Today we gather for multi-generational worship. Guest 
preacher, Bishop Yvette Flunder preaches. The Chancel 
Choir and Joyful Noise Children’s Choir join to share 
“Make a Joyful Noise” at both services.

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Rev. Franklin preaches a sermon on Acts 16:16-34 entitled 
“Breaking Chains.” The Bells of St. Vrain Handbell 
Ensemble presents worship music at both services, and 
the Chancel Choir sings at Andre Thompson’s “I’m Gonna 
Sing” at 11:00.

Pentecost Sunday
Rev. Dr. Broadbent preaches a sermon on Acts 2:1-12 
entitled “Gathered and Scattered.” We welcome Out 
Loud: The Colorado Springs Men’s Chorus who will join 

in song with the Chancel Choir to celebrate 
Out Loud’s 10th anniversary!

Regular Sunday morning worship services through May 22, 2016, are at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. with Faith 
Formation Hour in-between at 9:45. We begin our Summer Schedule on May 29, 2016 with ONE 
worship service at 9:30 and no Faith Formation Hour. The regular schedule resumes September 11, 
2016 with the commencement of the 2016-2017 Program Year.

22 

MAY

trinity Sunday
Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon on the Trinity entitled 
“Life in God.” The Men’s Ensemble sings at both services. 
To join the Men’s Ensemble, contact Mandy Todd for 
more information.

29 

MAY

Second Sunday after Pentecost
One service at 9:30 a.m.
Our summer worship series theme begins today: “Tools 
of Non-Violence.” Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon 
on Luke 7:1-10 entitled “Radical Healing.” The Chancel 
Choir and a trio featuring Phyllis White, flute, share 
special music.
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PENTECOST CONT’D | DINNER ON THE GROUNDS | FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

continued from page 1.

In our modern, materialist, and technological society, it’s hard to serve 
a power you can’t see. You might hear the Spirit in the sound of spring 
birdsong or a baby’s coos or a rumble of thunder or a sermon or a prayer, 
but you can never point at it and say, look, there it is right there. The 
Spirit is wilier than that. She breaks rules and defies expectations. Or she 
subtly insinuates herself into the most mundane life situations. Or she 
surprises you with a change, an epiphany, a rupture, or a reconciliation you were not expecting. To 
be “born of the Spirit” means to be open to the freedom of God to shake things up. The alternative 
is to resist that openness, which people often do, striking a bargain that is hard to live with: “As long 
as things go more or less the way I think they should, then I will trust in God.” 
When our church’s steeple was first built in 1888, it was octagonal with external support beams 
and a “widow’s walk” around the cupola. All of that is gone now. The structure was too gaudy to 
withstand Colorado’s snowstorms and chinook winds, so our forebears changed the structure and the 
appearance of our church. Can you hear the sound of the wind? Where is it coming from? Where is it 
going? We don’t know. Born of the Spirit, what else can we do but wait together with expectant hope?

Celebrate the 
Feast of the Ascension, 

Thursday, May 5
6:00 p.m.

 

The joy and mystery of the Easter 
season continues with the Feast 
of the Ascension. The story of the 
risen Jesus’ departure from his 
disciples is one of mystery and 
deep significance in our Christian 
faith. By letting go of His earthly 
ministry, Jesus calls on us to 
continue and makes way for the 
Holy Spirit to dwell among us. 

FCC will celebrate the Ascension 
with a contemplative worship 
service in the style of Taizé at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday May 5. Come join 
in the music, chants, readings and 
prayerful silence to honor this time 
of Jesus’ transition to the eternal.  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - MULTI-FAITH EXPERIENCE

A Kids’ Multi-Faith Experience” 
August 1-5, 2016 (new dates)
By Del Hokanson, Director of Children’s and Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org 

The Golden Rule 
The Golden Rule, a cord woven throughout all the spiritual traditions of the world, leads us onto the 
path of peace, through compassion, tolerance, and understanding. Once held in our hearts, every 
breath becomes a prayer and brings us a step closer to peace. Our children become the
Ambassadors of Peace for the future.
Each Global Faith Community has many branches and continuums of beliefs and practices. We are
not attempting to capture the width and breadth of each faith. Rather, we are representing four 
faith communities practiced here in Colorado Springs, providing an introduction, a taste, and an
exploration of the faith traditions of each one of those communities. We invite children to witness 
and experience other faiths, so their world may be shaped by personal relationships and interactions 
and not media, political and global events. The intention is not to proselytize any single faith.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME
Age recommendations are as follows:

• Children Kindergarten - Grade 5.
• If older, they can be teen leaders 

(Ubuntus).
• A sibling preschooler MUST BE  

ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.

During the first week in August, children 
will gather together to gain an introduction 
to four global faiths: Judaism, Buddhism, 
Islam, and Christianity. By opening to this 
opportunity, children grow to understand 
and deepen into their own faith practices 
while gaining greater understanding and 
tolerance of the faiths of others.

Core values such as the Golden Rule, 
sacred symbols, rituals, prayer forms, 
foods and festivals will be introduced 
through a variety of mediums in 
accordance to each faith tradition using 
music, fun, and meaningful hands-on 
activities and experiences.

Each day will be addressed to the comfort
level and needs of children, but we 
encourage adults to attend and share the 
experiences with their children.

We have attempted to limit travel 
variables by locating each Sacred Space 
as close as possible to downtown Colorado 
Springs. Each Faith Community will host 
one morning from 9 a.m. - noon at their 
sacred space. On Friday morning we will 
celebrate all that we have shared with 
community games, creation of peace 
poles, and closing rituals.

THE HOST COMMUNITIES

JUDAISM: Shalom
Hosts: Temple Shalom

Rabbi Mel Glazer
Liason Contact: Eileen Levin

BUDDHISM: Shanti
Hosts: Shove Chapel, Colorado College

Liason Contact: Ivan Mayerhofer

ISLAM: Salamon
Hosts: Islamic Society of Colorado Springs

Arshad Yousufi
Liason Contact: Asifa & Yousf Khan

CHRISTIANITY: Peace
Hosts: First Congregational Church

Rev. Ben Broadbent
Liason Contact: Del Hokanson

CELEBRATION FRIDAY: 9-12
Host: Central location yet to be announced

Community games and activities, the creation of 
peace poles for each community & closing ritual.
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QUEST & FAITH FORMATION II

Adult Faith Formation
By Candace Datz, Director of Youth & Adult Ministry
candace@fcucc.org

Quest will be finishing up its first year this month! You’re invited to continue the 
exploration of the Bible with facilitators Jeff + Ashley Dodson through the Animate: 
Bible curriculum. Quest meets in the Gregg Library during the Faith Formation Hour. 

Here’s how things will be wrapping up:
May 8:  Genre – Clergy Challenge with Pastor Jacque Franklin
May 15: Grace – Animate video with Jay Bakker
May 22: Grace – Clergy Challenge with Pat Dolin

Bishop Yvette Flunder has reminded us that Jesus’ 
mission and God’s call to all of us is one that reaches 
to the farthest margins, not just philosophically, but 
practically and with purpose. Three Faith Formation classes have been set aside to delve deeply 
into what this can mean for us at FCUCC.  We will use Yvette’s 12 step model of radical inclusivity 
and apply it to our lives in this congregation. We’ll address questions like: Who is on OUR farthest 
margin? Are we as inclusive as we say we are? How else can we build this vision?  
Join us in the Music Room on May 8, 15, and 22 to explore these ideas and process our time with our 
2016 James W. White lecturer.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION I: “Quest”
Sunday mornings, 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Facilitated by Jeff and Ashley Dodson

ADULT FAITH FORMATION II: 
“Crafting a Vision of Radical Inclusivity at FCUCC”
Sunday mornings, 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Facilitated by Ani Rose Whaleswan and Trig Bundgaard

Faith Formation Schedule

Please note that the current program year ends on May 
22, 2016. We begin our Summer Schedule on May 29, 2016 
with ONE worship service at 9:30 and no Faith Formation 
Hour. The regular schedule resumes September 11, 2016 
with the commencement of the 2016-2017 Program Year.
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FAITH FORMATION: THE FORUM

The Forum in May
By Howard Ray, FCC Member 
hray99@gmail.com

1 May:  No Forum [James W. White Lecturer Bishop Yvette Flunder in Sanctuary]

8 May:  Linda Seger - Spiritual Steps on the Road to Success - Gaining the Goal Without Losing 
Your Soul. 
Linda is an internationally known script doctor, re-writing Hollywood movie and television scripts. 
But it’s her spiritual side that brings her back to the Forum. She has written twelve books, most 
recently Spiritual Steps on the Road to Success about gaining your goal without losing your soul. Her 
book is about how to continue spiritual growth, strengthen your faith and keep your relationship with 
God strong and fresh after you have achieved earthly comfort or success. She is a Quaker (she says 
“a rather tolerant group”), grew up Lutheran, many years ago meditated at the Zen Center in L.A., 
and has some knowledge of many spiritual disciplines. She interviewed many spiritual people from all 
six continents, including a harpist from Tasmania, an Aborigine from Australia, a businessman from 
Singapore, and a scientist from England. Regardless of your personal level of spirituality, you will find 
Linda’s unique perspective engaging and useful.

15 May:  Arshad Yousufi - The Religion of Islam as Described by a Colorado Springs Muslim. 
Arshad is a past president and current spokesman of the Islamic Society of Colorado Springs and is a 
frequent contributor to the opinion page of the Gazette.  He is retired from working as an electronic 
components productivity engineer. He was born in Pakistan, where his father Mushtaq Ahmed Yousufi 
is a celebrated literary figure. He was a student at the prestigious Karachi Grammar School, an 
elite institution that educated children of ambassadors and other international workers. Arshad will 
provide an introduction to Islam and its history and will talk about controversy in our society. He 
wants to build bridges, respond to critics, and answer questions about Islam. He will also explain 
Islamic views on Jesus and Christianity, with many Muslims believing that Jesus was a prophet who 
performed true miracles. And there is belief in Christ’s virgin birth, ascension, and second coming. 
With so many crosscurrents in our society and around the world, you will want to hear and ask 
questions of Arshad.  

22 May:  Dick Hall - The Supreme Court:  Advise and Consent, Current & Historical Perspectives. 
With the death of strict constructionist Justice Antonin Scalia, the US Supreme Court has only eight 
justices. What is the Senate’s advise and consent process and what is the history of approval actions 
in the past (e.g. Reagan/Robert Bork, Wilson/Louis Brandeis, and currently Obama/Merrick Garland)? 
Always informative and entertaining, Judge Hall returns to the Forum to speak on this important 
topic and its future implications. He will describe the cases presently before the court and what 
happens if decisions result in a 4-4 tie. Dick graduated from Stanford University and obtained his Juris 
Doctorate Degree from the University of California. Following service in the Marine Corps, he and 
his family moved to Colorado Springs, and he began his private practice. In 1972 he was appointed 
a Colorado Springs Municipal Judge. In 1975 he was appointed to the County Court of the Fourth 
Judicial District where he served for over two years. In 1978 he was appointed to the District Bench 
for the Fourth Judicial District. He once argued a case before the U.S. Supreme Court about voter 
qualification. Come and hear about this unfolding piece of American history and bring your questions 
about our nation’s highest court.

Each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. the Forum meets for an hour in the Carey 
Chapel to listen to members of our own congregation as well as selected outside 

speakers. The Forum satisfies both the soul and the intellect. 
We have three speakers lined up just for you.

The Forum is in session most Sunday mornings September through May at 9:45 a.m. in the Carey Chapel 
through the efforts of your Forum Team (Howard Ray, Bruce Latimer, Don Allred, Cathy White, and Leah 
Davis Witherow). Send a message with your questions and comments to hray99@gmail.com. To access the 
Forum schedule, use the FCC website www.fcucc.org and select Faith Formation, Adult, then Forum. You can 
now listen to many previous Forum via the FCC website.



May, 2016 7

SAVE THE DATES

Cooking School at FCC!
May 20

FCC Kitchen

11:00 a.m.

Our own Alyce Morgan will 
demonstrate a couple of soups 

featured in her cookbook, Soups 
and Sides for Every Season

which is sold through Amazon.

Annual Picnic!
(Pooped-Out Parents) Family Picnic 
(Bring the kids - of all ages - to this one!)

When:     Saturday, June 5, noon - 3 p.m.
Location:   Bear Creek Park East - Pavilion #5 
    (off Rio Grande, just east of 21st Street)
Hosted by:  The Ridings and Getty-Taylor Families
Facilities:   - Covered picnic tables  - Creek 
    - Playground    - Frisbee playing
    - Sand volleyball court  - Restrooms
We will provide: Some sort of picnic entree TBD (inc. vegetarian  
    option), beverages, plates/utensils
Please bring:  Dish to pass
    Optional - camp chairs, frisbee, volleyball, 
    bubbles, chalk, etc... 

Never tried POPs before?  This is a great way to check it out! 

Look for an e-vite to be sent in mid-late May. To be placed on the distribution list, or for 
questions, please contact Jane Ridings at janeridings@hotmail.com.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIVE

Congo Life: March 13 - APRIL 17
By Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin, Minister of Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org 

THANK YOU 
Liturgists who served to lead worship in the past five Sundays were Janet Carpenter, Brooke Bell, 
Marin & Sophia Broadbent-Bell, Kathryn Eastburn, Burl Kreps, Sara Qualls, Brier & Leah Witherow. 
Godly Play volunteers were John Stefonik, Gayle Jordan, Sandy Johannsen, Alysa Webb, Carolyn 
Hill, Hope Woodhead, Cyndi McFarland, Judy Jacob, Denise Ellsworth, and Dennis Kleinsasser. 
KC Worship leaders were Rev. Jerry Jordan, Mindy Matthes, Annabel & Giles Lewis, Peter Rule, 
Thea Roland, Sofia McFarland, Lacy Carroll, Alysa Webb, Chris Reimer and John Beavers. Special 
music was offered by Sarah Groh Correa, Lee Lehmkuhl, Ruth Lehmkuhl,  BrassWorks 4, Brian 
Hofflander, David Siegel, Stefan Doucette, Luke Cammack, Lee Lehmkuhl, David Nath, Paul 
Schwotzer, and Susie Marten. Palm/Passion Sunday liturgical dancers were Sheryl Cline and Liz 
Ryan. As part of the Palm Sunday Parade, we had Munchkin the miniature donkey and his owners, 
the Waltons and wrangler Ellen Francis. Karen Valentine helped with the High School Movie Night. 
Winter Sunday School session was taught by Tyescha Clark, David Babin, Melanie Mays, Joan 
Landrum, BJ Reichert, Alison Gerbig, Brad & Sue Mikaelian, Rick Shick and Diahn Martins. Mike 
Aragon, Louie Angel and Jennifer Ross designed and built the Cross of Christ/Tree of Life. Many 
people as always supported our 3rd and 4th Youth Mission Trips Lunch Fundraiser.

PRAYERS 
Our prayers went out to many people. Mil Clark was hospitalized with pneumonia.  Linda LeMieux 
continues cancer treatment. Cyndi McFarland went to Germany for cancer treatment. Kim Gogan 
prepared for surgery on April 16. Bob & Karen Jones’ daughter, Stephanie of Minnesota, is receiving 
treatment for breast cancer. Ethan Orr was hospitalized and returned home. Richard Grebenstein 
received physical therapy in a local facility and has returned home. Chris Ray went to California to be 
with his ill father. Lauren Hoover, a daughter of a friend of the church, was in a coma after a head-
on collision. Drew Cavin is recovering from several surgeries for his broken leg. Ted Nace recovered 
from a fall and returned to his home. Wilma Steenbergen was hospitalized with pneumonia. Marilyn 
Fife recovered from a car accident. Julie Kiley’s mother, Katherine Keinling, continues to recover 
from knee surgery. Melissa Hamilton, Ruth Roland’s sister, had surgery and has recovered.

CONDOLENCES 
We offered prayers of support and condolences to all who were affected by the recent death of an 
Air Academy student. Becky Weiss lost her mother, Jean M. Long on March 24. Suzy Taggart lost her 
mother on March 14. Services were held at St. Luke’s Lutheran on March 17. Jennifer Aragon lost 
her mother, Valerie Atencio on March 14. Judy Jacob grieved for the loss of Steven Halseth, age 18, 
on March 16, of Patterson, California. FCC member Constance Gelvin’s memorial service was held 
on March 17 in our Sanctuary.

CONGRATULATIONS  
Chloe Kiskiras and Amelia Kemp performed in plays at UCCS and Pine Creek Theatre. Brittany Cardin 
participated in Air Academy’s Winter Guard state championship and won! Claire Flint-Anderson was 
accepted into the 2016 All-State High School Band. Kyle Smith earned his Eagle Scout award.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Highlights from the Youth World!
By Candace Datz, Director of Youth and Adult Ministry 
candace@fcucc.org

Thanks to all who contributed to our mission trip lunch fundraisers this year. In four 
lunches we raised over $3000 to help make our trips to Alamosa (with the middle school) 
and El Paso/Juarez (with the high school) possible. We are so grateful and blessed by 
your love and support!

This month we will celebrate the end of our 8th/9th grade Our Whole Lives (OWL): 
Sexuality and Our Faith course. Fifteen FCC youth will be blessed on May 8 as we 
honor their journey through OWL. Tom Francis and I have had such an incredible time 
facilitating this year’s class, and we’re so proud of these 15 students!

The high school group has been having a blast at monthly movie nights over the past 
few months. We gather to prepare and eat a meal together on a Sunday night and then 
watch a movie together and discuss it. It’s been a great time of relationship building 
and fun.

We are really proud of the five high school seniors graduating this month who have been 
actively involved in the youth group for a LONG time! All of our best to Chad Brokaw, 
Joel Francis, Kevin Getty, Joe Sciallo, and Kyle Smith! We look forward to seeing how 
you move into the future.



May, 2016 10

PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN EARLY FCC HISTORY

A Peek in the Past: Veteran
By Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian 
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Sanford C. Robinson and his twin sister 
Sarah, the eldest of six siblings, were born 
in 1844 on a farm in Cedar Creek, Indiana. 
Sanford graduated late from Iowa’s Denmark 
Academy in 1867, as his studies had been 
interrupted by brief service with the 9th 
Illinois Cavalry towards the end of the Civil 
War. He subsequently graduated from Oberlin 
College and in 1873 came to Colorado Springs 
with his sixteen-year-old brother Charles 
in tow. A year later he was among the 
founders of FCC and became its first clerk. 
That same year he assisted Prof. Edwards 
with the teaching of Mathematics at newly 
established Colorado College, but he had to 
supplement his income, working as a tailor.

A younger sister, Ellen, had come in 1873 to 
the area also. She and her husband Williston 
Plumb brought 300 head of cattle to a farm 
near Eastonville, northeast of Colorado 
Springs, which eventually grew to 1600 acres. 
The Plumbs and newly wed Charles with 
wife Minnie became FCC members in 1877.

In 1876 Sanford and Charles bought Prof. 
Kerr’s museum and assay office and ran it for 
six years. Among the many curiosities and 
animals in the museum was “Dick” the old 
mountain lion. However, the gold and silver 
fields beckoned, and in 1882 the brothers and 
Minnie moved to Crested Butte to try their 
luck at prospecting. Whereas young Charles 
explored mines in Crested Butte, Cripple 
Creek and even Chihuahua, Sanford’s age 
and perhaps a war disability kept him from 
the harder physical labor. He was a notary 
public in Gunnison, where he also installed 
the first smelter. From 1892 until past 1900 
he ran an assay office in Cripple Creek, 

Advertisement in the 1879 Colorado Springs City 
Directory (from Pikes Peak Library) 

but already then drew a veteran’s pension.

Ellen, educated as a school teacher, appears to 
have been a stable focus for a widespread family as 
we know that her father John visited many times 
from 1890 and the brothers also are known to have 
dropped by often. A visit in 1904 by Charles, who 
was a hotel proprietor in San Diego at the time, 
possibly with Sanford, was especially notable. 
The “old timer” was interviewed by the Gazette 
and left us with several details for this story. 

From 1918 Sanford lived in the Sawtelle, 
California National Military Home for disabled 
volunteer soldiers, where he was listed as a 
widower, though there’s no information on 
a marriage. He died in 1928, a year after 
a final visit to Ellen in Colorado Springs.  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY | BIBLE NERDS

Annual Spring Workshop/Retreat
By Mary Jane Ray, Prayer Shawl Ministry Communications 
mjray9999@yahoo.com

Miriam Giese, Dolly Eager, and Janice Simonton, 
during a blessing of the shawls last year.

With spring going “full speed ahead,” the members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry are looking forward 
to our Annual Spring Workshop/Retreat again this year.

This year we are meeting on Saturday, May 14 from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This will replace our regular 
General Meeting for the month of May. For the last several years, it has been at Jerusha Goeblel’s 
home. She has kindly agreed to host us again this year, even though she is taking about a year-long 
“sabbatical”  devoted to her own personal spiritual growth and refreshment. We will hear about her 
journey so far and create beautiful pictures with design and color to take home. Perhaps these designs 
and colors will be the inspiration for some future shawls.  If you wish to join us, please contact Mary 
Jane Ray, Sharron Waterhouse or Kathy Kreps for directions to Jerusha’s home and to coordinate a 
dish to bring. We will be having soup and a potluck lunch. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is now over 
ten years old. We have hand knitted or 
crocheted, over 2,200 articles. Since the 
beginning, most of the yarn we have used 
has been provided by the church. We 
are truly appreciative of your continued 
support for this important ministry. These 
items include prayer shawls for adults 
and children, baptismal blankets, and sick 
baby blankets. We have also lovingly made 
shawls and/or blankets for children outside 
the church. These were first given to the 

 
Join the "Bible 

Nerds" for weekly, 
lectionary-based 

Bible Study. 

Wednesdays, in the 
Gregg Library 

9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

All opinions are welcome in our lively, 
wide-ranging discussions of next 

Sunday's Scriptures. If you would like 
to be prepared to "pester the pastor," 
please participate! With questions, 

please contact Kathy Beck (264.9105).

children receiving chemotherapy at Memorial Hospital 
and now are given to the children that come to stay in 
our church as a part of The Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(IHN) program. And this winter, we also knitted eight 
purple stoles for the ushers to wear for Lent.  

If you would like to receive one of these shawls, either 
for yourself or someone you know in need of comfort 
and prayer, please contact Barb Keiser, bkeiser@
ppld.org. As our new manager of distribution, she can 
facilitate helping you. If you have interest in joining the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry, please contact Mary Jane Ray at 
599.7976,  Kathy Kreps at kbkreps@msn.com, or Sharron 
Waterhouse at gkwslw@gmail.com.
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MG&O Awards Grant to Urban Peak
By Wayne Bland, Mission Giving & Outreach Committee Member 
wbland@kirkpatrickbank.com

MISSION GIVING & OUTREACH AWARD

The MG&O Committee is pleased to announce the award of 
a $10,000 Strategic Impact Grant to Urban Peak Colorado 
Springs to help address pressing security needs at its 
facility.
Urban Peak Colorado Springs (UPCS) has positively 
impacted the lives of thousands of runaways and other 
youth experiencing homelessness over the past 15 years. 
The youth in the shelter are ages 15 through 20. There 
they receive a warm safe place to stay, three meals a day, 
clothing, hygiene items and a case worker that meets them 
where they may be. 
The youth are served through three core programs-- 

shelter, street outreach, 
and housing.  These youth seek assurances they are in a safe space 
both physically and mentally. The programs operate from a trauma 
informed care perspective and positive youth development model both 
recommended best practices from the Family and Youth Services Bureau. 
Characteristics of this framework provide youth opportunities on skill 
building, supportive adult relationships, emotional and moral support 
and more to ensure youth are treated with respect and dignity. 
This generous Impact Grant from First Congregational Church will allow 
Urban Peak to expand the reach of its respect and dignity policies by 

providing an improved physically safe space. Youth have been stalked, harassed or physically assaulted 
near or even on property. With guidance from CSPD these monies will be used to improve building 
entry, additional lighting, and the opportunity to monitor outside activity.
The on-site shelter has the ability to provide 7,300 nights 
of shelter each year. Most nights the on-site shelter 
is at capacity providing a safe space for 20 youth. In 
addition to the shelter, the UPCS building provides drop-
in services to youth up to the age of 24. On any given day 
Urban Peak Colorado Springs will serve on average 25-30 
youth through the core programs.   
Your support of these vulnerable but resilient youth will be foundational in providing a safe space 
from which they are able to ignite their potential to exit homelessness.

FCC member, Wayne Bland serves as Chair of the Urban Peak Board of Directors. He and his wife, 
Pam have volunteered with the organization over the past 8+ years. “It provides us a chance to show 
the youth the true compassion of Christ by just being present and interested in who they genuinely 
are. This has been such a blessing in our lives.”

SAVE THE DATES:

Off The Street, 
Community Breakfast 
July 20, 2016

Night Out for 
Homeless Youth
November 10, 2016

Did you know?
Urban Peak Colorado Springs provides services to 
youth 15 to 20 years old.

Did you know?
Over 46% of young people in shelters and 
on the streets report that their parents 
told them to leave or knew they were 
leaving and didn't care.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

New Stephen Ministers: Two Ricks and a Sibley!
By Lois Matthews, Stephen Ministry Leader 
ldmatt333@comcast.net

Since November, Rick Shick and Rick Cameron have 
attended Stephen Ministry training at Trinity Catholic 
Church. Both Ricks were formally commissioned as 
Stephen Ministers at the 11 a.m. service on April 
17. Sibley Savoy, already a Stephen Minister and 
relatively new to FCUCC, was recommissioned at the 
same time.

Rick Shick has been on a journey of discovery since 
he joined First Congregational 30 years ago. Though 
he is now retired, having been both an engineer 
and teacher, he calls becoming a Stephen Minister 
"something of a progression" in his spiritual and church 
life. Rick has been deeply involved in and devoted to 
the teaching and helping ministries in the church all 
these years and points out that he now works with 

"some of the children of the children" he knew way back then. He has been a Sunday school teacher, 
an OWL (Our Whole Lives) leader, and has served on the Interfaith Hospitality Team, among his other 
contributions.
Despite all the above, he questions why Associate Minister Jacque Franklin thinks he would be a 
good Stephen Minister! Ever humble, he says, "I think she asked me to think about it, since there are 
so few men in the church who are Stephen Ministers."
  

For Rick Cameron, training to become a Stephen Minister was a rewarding personal and spiritual 
experience. "We are trained to listen and depend on the presence of the Holy Spirit," he says. After 
learning about the program from friend and longtime Stephen Minister Charles Kiskiras, he made the 
decision to jump in and go to the recent training. 
It was after his mother's death that he says he felt a calling to become a Stephen Minister. He points 
to a major tenet of the program: the importance of being a “listening presence,” not an advice giver. 
“People have to find their own answers in their own way and time,” he says.
Rick is an 8th-grade English teacher at Horizon Middle School in Falcon. While he was working as a 
car salesman, he decided to get a master's degree in education after the incident at Columbine years 
ago and begin a career in teaching.  

Joining the two Ricks as a Stephen Minister is Sibley Savoy who is not new to the ministry itself, 
but is new to FCUCC, having become a member last year. Now retired, Sibley was a therapist in a 
dual diagnosis and treatment center in Texas. She then went on to teach in the behavioral sciences 
department at the University of Houston at Clear Lake and in their prison program. 
Sibley has three daughters and six grandchildren. She was born and raised in Colorado Springs but left 
for many years. She moved back in 2009 to be closer to her family and has been a victim advocate 
and active with the Human Trafficking Task Force of Southern Colorado.
"I like the one-to-one relationship with a Care Receiver,” she says. “It is an honor and a privilege to 
walk with someone who is on a difficult path. “We all have those times in our journey when a fellow 
Christian walking with us eases the load a little. I have had a Stephen Minister so I have been on both 
sides of the relationship. I love the Stephen Ministry."
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MEMOIR 101 | TWO BELOVED HANDS

MeMoir 101 to Meet at MacKenzie Place

thursday, May 19, 9aM - noon

FCC members who attended Memoir 101 with Colorado award-winning author 
Susan Tweit on November 4 at MacKenzie Place Retirement Center, the next 
session is scheduled for Thursday May 19 from 9 a.m. to noon. There is no 
cost. Please call FCC member Sarah Rickman, 719.426.9803, for additional 
information. 

MacKenzie Place is located on Fillmore between Templeton Gap and Union. 
Enter from Melissa Drive, one street south of Fillmore. The class is held in the 
Ballroom of the main building, 1605 Elm Creek View, Colorado Springs 80907.

TWO BELOVED HANDS... “TUSEN TAKK”
By Lynn Young, Grateful FCC Member 
lynnyoungcoach@gmail.com

Magical day…resh Colorado blue sky…perfect snow…shooshing with my son at Ski Cooper on the run 
called “Motherlode” (even got a senior citizen’s discount!) Bliss.  The next moment, bam! Down with 
a hard, fall. Yup, my hand had a wildly angled bone break! And suddenly---I was deeply immersed in 
gratitude for two hands. Wow---how I’d underappreciated that simple gift all my life! Even to grind 
the peppermill you need two hands. But then again, it really wasn’t that bad. Ben and I limped along 
in our kitchen. Boxed soup. You get the picture.
One day, friends from FCC asked if we’d like meals. I felt, honestly, a little sheepish. Like we didn’t 
deserve them. You know…it wasn’t that bad! They lovingly pushed back. And so—the FCC “MealTrain” 
(you know who you are) rolled in. Wow. Each eve, a friendly face and pair of hands arrived…carrying 
fresh, nourishing meals. Our bodies got the nutrients they needed to heal----and along with it, such 
connection, heart, comfort! Your beautiful creativity appeared, too! A flower. Fresh bread. Zest of 
lemon on pasta. Every part of me was fed. God’s love poured out in soup. Hands serving up love and 
generosity and casserole. And I healed. 
Today, two months later, my cast is off. My hand is healed. It’s my turn. It’s time for me to put my 
beautiful, whole hands together and thank you. And then, in prayer…to thank the givinglovingkindess 
of this remarkable, beloved community of faith fueled by our audacious, abundant God. Next…my 
healthy hands will get ready, to cook, give, love and serve you. 
So…..I want to say “Tusen Takk.” I can hear my grandma saying this in Norwegian. Especially at 

mealtime. “A thousand thanks.” For brownies, antipasti, tortilla 
chips and chili…for those who don’t cook and bought/brought 
deliciousness…for every morsel of love, care and tenderness that 
arrived in your hands at my doorstep on Marble Creek. Every cell of  

 us was blessed!
p.s. If you ever find yourself thinking, “Oh, it’s not THAT bad” I ask 
you to rethink it. Open yourself to the loving, nourishing flow of this 
community. Receive. Be blessed. There will be plenty of times for 
you to be the giver in the future---I guarantee it! It’s what we do. 
Love. Give. Live. Rejoice. Laugh. Cry. Cook. Serve. Search. Show up. 
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

Financial Peace University
By Ruth Roland, Director of Financial Ministries 
ruth@fcucc.org

Beginning this fall, the Stewardship Team will host Financial Peace University (FPU), a class on money 
taught by well-known financial guru, Dave Ramsey, who uses Biblical scripture as the touchstone for 
his money management principles. 
Over the past few months, the Stewardship Team has discussed personal money management issues 
in our society and whether FPU would be a good fit as a Faith Formation class at our church. Co-Chair 
Verl Holmes shared that, in his experience as a financial advisor for nearly 40 years, most people 
struggle with personal money management no matter where they are in life or how much money they 

make. The team concluded that offering a money management class would 
be an important gift to offer to our church families and an evangelical tool 
to reach out to other families in our city.
In evaluating whether FPU would be a good fit at First Congregational, we 
discussed Ramsey’s reputation as a conservative, evangelical Christian. We 
watched videos and reviewed the class content. We listened to his radio 
broadcasts. We discussed the class with our ministers and key Church 
Council members. We pondered the key question that member Polly 
Strovink asked: “Do we take the Bible seriously enough to offer this class 
that teaches money management based on biblical principles?” After some 
lively discussion, we decided that using biblical principles to teach financial 
ABC’s to individuals and families was a seriously good idea.
The class begins on September 10, 2016, and runs for nine weeks on Saturday 
mornings from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. During each class, participants will learn the 
basics of budgeting, dumping debt, and planning for the future. The class 
presents Ramsey via DVD for an hour, followed by guided group discussion 

moderated by members of the Stewardship Team. Participants will receive study materials and will 
work to complete analyses and projects relevant to their personal financial situations. Cost to attend 
the class is $100 per household membership, paid directly to FPU, for the cost of materials and 
access to online resources. 
Interested in learning more about the class? Follow the links below or contact ruth@fcucc.org in the 
church office. The Stewardship Team is funding the cost of the Leadership Package, but attendees 
will incur the class fee. If needed, we will also offer childcare during the class.
Locally, Dave’s radio show can be heard weekdays at 1:00 p.m. on KRDO (105.5 FM / 1240 AM)

What is Financial Peace University? 
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/
home
Frequently Asked Questions: 
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/
faq
Article from The Atlantic 
magazine: 
http://www.theatlantic.com/
doc/200912/mcardle-ramsey-debt

"In 2014, nearly 
half of American 
households 
said they could 
not cover an 
unexpected $400 
expense without 
borrowing or selling 
something." 
(The Economist, 
September 5, 2015) 
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CARE MINISTRY: HIKES AND WALKS

Scheduled Hikes Begin May 24
By Ted Dresie, Hikes and Walks Leader 
TederCO@comcast.net

An announcement for the tentatively scheduled hikes for 
the season will be sent on May 2nd via eBlast to those 
who are on the Ted’s Trekkers distribution list. The 
schedule will also be available in the summer issue of The 
Communicator. However, the first hike for the 2016 hiking 
season will be on the Shook’s Run Trail on May 24. This is 
a very easy hike, level and paved trail. It will make for a 

good introduction for those who have not been out and about for several months. Trekkers will meet 
in the southeast parking lot of at the Bon Shopping Center at 8:30 a.m. After the hike, we will stop 
by Dog Tooth Café. Those interested in joining this outing need to RSVP to TederCO@comcast.net 
no later than Friday, May 20. If you would like to have your email address added to the distribution 

list and receive bi-weekly announcements for 
upcoming hikes, please send your request to 
Ted Dresie. HAPPY TRAILS!

Men’s Ensemble will rehearse April 27, 
May 4, 11 & 18 from 6:30-7:00 p.m. and 
sing at both services on May 22.  Please 
contact Mandy Todd (mandy@fcucc.org) 
to join us in song!
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STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

CHURCH COUNCIL
Moderator   Lee Lehmkuhl
Vice Moderator   Connie Brachtenbach
Treasurer   Michael Gemm
Secretary   Lisa Mason
Care & Fellowship  Judy Kort
Outreach   Alyce Morgan
Worship & Spiritual Life  Chris Reimer
Education   John Beavers

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Membership Clerk Lois Benson
Historian  Chris Steenbergen

PASTORS EMERITI
(1973-1988) Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1989-2005) Rev. Dr. James White

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS
Communicator Editor  Pete Hokanson
Communion Coordinator Rose Enyeart
Flowers Coordinator  Ann Benson
Liturgist Coordinator  Marsha Garrett
Head Ushers   Virginia Carson
    Dave Doman
Flute Choir   Phyllis White
Lay Representative to ESM Lee Tatum
Congregational Nurse  Lesli Weaver, RN
Office Volunteers  Bill Edmondson
    Judy Jacob
    Christy Kessler
    Mindy Mathes
    Sue Prendinger
    Deborah Ray
    Margaret Reiber
    Lucy Shick
    Pat Steffens
    Phyllis White

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Audio/Visual   Paul Schwotzer
Children’s & Family  Alysa Webb
Clergy/Congregation Relations John Birkhead
    Kristen Downs
Facility Improvement  Sid Shelton
Financial Ministries  Julia Nace
Financial Advisory  Michael Gemm
Grant Writing  Pam Shockley-Zalabak
Grounds   Steve Getty
Health Ministry   Peggy Weissman
Historical   Karol Finch
Human Resources  Gordon Riegel
Justice & Peace   Jerry White
JWW Lectureship Series Melanie Lindssay-Brisbin
Kitchen Witches   Amy Colwell

Lois Benson
Leadership Cultivation Committee      Nancy Henjum
Library    Jeanie Tate
Membership    Lane Cornforth
Ministry Discernment  Derek Krehbiel
Mission Giving & Outreach Sky Foerster
Music & Arts   Susie Marten
Mystery Tradition  Nancy Forgy
Plymouth Circle   Connie Raub
Prayer Shawl Ministry  Kathy Kreps
    Sharron Waterhouse
Risk Reduction & Response open
Sanctuary Arts   Eleanor Law
    Connie Raub
Stephen Leaders  Margaret Reiber
Stewardship   Reba & Verl Holmes
The Forum   Howard Ray
Visitation Ministry  Judy Kolz

AD HOC STAFF
Wedding Coordinator  Gail Rogers
Funeral Coordinator  Victoria Hansen
Receptions Coordinator  Amy Colwell

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
4-Way Covenant  Rev. Steve Alsum
    Rev. Darlene Avery
    Rev. Lyn Boudreau
    Rev. Stephen Brown
    Rev. Pat Dolin
    Rev. Derek Krehbiel
    Rev. Patty Walker
Seminarians   Logan Bennett
    RoMa Johnson
Members in Discernment Jeff Dodson
    Samantha Garrett

CHURCH STAFF
Sunday Sextons     Teri McCabe
    Ani Rose Whaleswan
Custodians   Bob Scheafer
    Doris Fletcher

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Lead Minister  Rev. Dr. Benjamin Broadbent 
Minister of Pastoral Care       Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin 
Director of Music & Arts  Mandy Todd
Direector of Youth & Adult Min.            Candace Datz
Director of Children’s & Family Min.     Del Hokanson
Director of Financial Ministries       Ruth Roland 
Communications Coordinator                Emily Bond 
Facility Manager   Kirk Wohlhueter

NURSERY STAFF
Nursery Attendant Supervisor Kiara Nath
Nursery Attendants  Sean Drevs
    Karen Knabe
    Kaitlyn O’Donnell 
    Kiara Nath
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20 East Saint Vrain Street | Colorado Springs | CO 80903
719.635.3549 | office@fcucc.org | www.fcucc.org

THE COMMUNICATOR

First Congregational Church
20 East Saint Vrain Street
Colorado Springs | CO | 80919

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Would you like to contribute to The Communicator?

The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters 
relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.
DEADLINE for the next issue (Summer Issue) is Sunday, May 15, 2016. 
This issue will be on the stands through June, July, and August.
Please send to: Emily@fcucc.org AND Petehokanson@gmail.com

REQUIREMENTS:
 Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
 Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
 Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
 Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion.
 May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
 Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly 
e-blast.

THE 
COMMUNICATOR 

IS AVAILABLE
 

  - AT CHURCH
 - VIA EMAIL
 - VIA WEBSITE

www.fcucc.org

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming Congregation. We invite 
people of every age,  ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the love of God and neighbor 
through Christian worship, dedication to education and commitment to service.


