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2. a. New Lead
cont’d.
By Rev. Nayiri Karjian, Interim Lead Minister
b. February
Worship
nayiri@fcucc.org
c. Shrove Tuesday “How long will you be here?” “How long will the search last?” These are some of the questions
I am asked as many of you wonder about the search process. I am glad to share how the process
3. a. Organist
b. Soup Fundraiser usually unfolds.
c. Peanut Butter
The Search Committee currently is gathering information from you, the congregation, to compile
4. Youth & Adult
the Church Profile, a 20 page document that introduces our congregation to an interested
Ministry
candidate. Their goal is to complete the profile by the end of February.
5. The Forum
The next step is to activate the listing in the UCC Ministry Opportunities

http://www.ucc.org/ucc_ministry_opportunities
Financial Ministry or exact page http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/searchresult.aspx?q=jobposition&v=Senior_Pastor
JWW Lectureship Once the listing is activated, interested candidates will send their profile/professional resume to
our Search Committee via the Rocky Mountain Conference UCC.
Mission Giving &
The Search Committee reads the profiles and responds to the candidates. They check candidates’
Outreach
A Peek in the Past online presence, listening to sermons or reading them, checking Facebook, and so on. They also
send candidates information about our church. All communication is usually done electronically.
Congregational
The committee discerns the candidates who are a good match and contacts them for interviews,
Life
usually set up via skype. Meanwhile, additional profiles arrive for the committee to read and
New Members
screen.
a. A Bluegrass
All this, of course, takes time. Once the Search Committee has chosen a finalist and both sides
Mass
agree that this “feels” like a call, the candidate is invited to FCC for his or her “candidating”
b. JWW
weekend. During the weekend, the candidate is introduced to you, the congregation, leads
Lectureship
worship and preaches during worship. Following that, the congregation meets, and a vote is
News from the
taken and the relationship confirmed.
UCC
Following the vote, it generally takes two to three months for the candidate to say goodbye to
Bible Studies
his or her congregation and prepare for FCC. So, the Search Committee, the conference and I
Opportunity Fair anticipate that the soonest a new Lead Minister will arrive is autumn 2017, the longest, the end
Staff & Volunteers of 2017/January 2018.

6. KC Worship
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

18. Upcoming
Deadline

You may consider this a long and tedious process. In some ways it is.
Why? Because the relationship between a congregation and a minister is a covenantal one. The
minister signs a covenant not a contract. The minister is called not hired.
A covenantal relationship is like a marriage relationship where a good match promises a healthy
partnership, a productive journey and ministry. Hence, the time involved to get to know the
candidate and make sure it is a good match, and a Spirit-guided call.
You can be part of this process not only by participating in the interim conversations, by speaking
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LEAD CONT’D| FEBRUARY 2017 WORSHIP | SHROVE TUESDAY
to Search Committee members, but also by praying for the Search Committee and for our ministry together as
we prepare for the new ministerial leadership God has in mind for FCC.
Blessings and Peace, Pastor Nayiri

FEBRUARY WORSHIP

Sunday morning worship services are at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
with Faith Formation Hour in-between at 9:45 a.m.

05
February

Fifth Sunday of Epiphany

12
February

Sixth Sunday of Epiphany

19
February

Seventh Sunday of Epiphany

26
February

Last Sunday of Epiphany Transfiguration Sunday

Today, our Epiphany theme of Discovering New Prisms
continues as we gather for this multigenerational service
and share the banquet of the Lord’s Table. Rev. Nayiri
Karjian preaches “Jesus, the Refugee,” interpreting Matthew
1: 13-15, 19-23. The Chancel Choir sings Carl Frielitz’s “Light
and Truth” at 11:00.
Today we continue to celebrate the time of light and illumination.
Rev. Jacque Franklin preaches. The Chancel Choir shares an
uplifting and fun gospel tune called “No Night There!” by Craig
Curry.

On this day Candace Datz, Director of Youth and Adult
Ministry, preaches reflecting on our Epiphany journey of
“White Privilege.” The Bells of St. Vrain Handbell Ensemble
plays, “Siyahamba” and “Let There Be Peace on Earth.”

Today as we celebrate transfiguration Sunday we welcome
to our pulpit The Rev. Sue Artt, Conference Minister of
Rocky Mountain Conference UCC. The Chancel Choir sings
John Rutter’s “Go Forth into the World in Peace” at 11:00.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 5:00 p.m.
A Fun & Transforming Spiritual ALL CHURCH Event!
Burying of the Alleluia Banner
Imposition of the Ashes Traditional Palm Burnings

Pancakes
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ORGANIST | SOUP FUNDRAISER | PEANUT BUTTER

Update on Hiring an Organist

By Mandy Todd, Director of Music and Arts
Chris Reimer, Council Member for
Worship and Spiritual Life
Susie Marten, Chair of Music and Arts Ministry Team
We have good news!
After eight months with very little response to the
organist opening at First Congregational, in the past month we have
received information from multiple qualified applicants. Because of
the budget process at FCC, we will delay the start date of this position
until June 2017. In the meantime, we will be moving forward with
the interview and audition of the applicants we have. During the
audition, candidates will play a prelude and a postlude, play two
hymns, sight read a hymn, and participate in a choir rehearsal. We
will keep you updated on our process.

Second Sunday of Each Month
We are the Peanut Butter Church!
This means we collect jars of peanut butter
and donate them to Ecumenical Social
Ministries (ESM). Please bring your jars of
peanut butter to church on the 2nd Sunday
of the month, and drop them off in the
shopping cart provided. Thank You for your
ongoing support of this vital ministry!
Peanut butter is nutritious, filling, and a great
healthy eating option. It is a convenient source of
protein, and is extremely rich in monounsaturated
fats. It is easy for ESM to hand out jars of PB to
those who are hungry and in need.
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YOUTH & ADULT MINISTRY

“Intersectionality, what?”

By Candace Datz, Director of Youth & Adult Ministry
candace@fcucc.org
As we dive into our White Privilege studies
during the seasons of Epiphany and Lent, I
am excited for us to explore together the idea
of “intersectionality.” Yes, this is a big word,
but it gives language to an important framework from which to
understand the ways in which we all have areas of both privilege
and oppression in our own lives. The definition of intersectionality
according to The Knapsack Institute is “An approach largely
advanced by women of color, arguing that classifications such as
gender, race, class, and others cannot be examined in isolation from one another. They interact and
intersect in individuals’ lives, in society, in social systems, and are mutually constitutive.”
Intersectionality helps us to frame our conversation about white privilege because it becomes a more
nuanced conversation, one in which we’re drawn into deeper listening to one another, because each
of us has experienced privilege and oppression in different ways. Many in our congregation have
experienced the marginalization of being LGBTQ in a heteronormative society. And yet, many of them
have also experienced the privileges that come from being born white in a system that has whiteness
as the norm. Understanding these intersections of privilege and oppression can be a liberating part of
the process as we deal with a small portion of privilege in the world by looking at whiteness.
I’m so proud of and grateful for the response of this community as we engage with a difficult topic like
this. You lovely people make ministry so meaningful.
The youth are taking on the same issues as we will be addressing white privilege and systemic racism
on our mission trips this summer. Middle Schoolers (current 5th-7th graders) will be visiting La Puente
in Alamosa again, and the High Schoolers (current 8th-12th graders) will be working with the DOOR
organization in Chicago. Our first soup dinner will be after service
on February 12 and all are welcome to join us as we raise funds for
these trips! (see ad on page 3.)
Adult Faith Formation offerings during February will be the
last couple of weeks of the five-week White Privilege Epiphany
classes, The Forum, and a White Privilege 101 class on Feb. 12 in
the Sanctuary with Dr. Christina Jimenez (drop-in, no registration
necessary!).
There will also be two documentary film screenings to support
and expand on the white privilege classes. The first will
be the Netflix documentary 13th which we
will screen on Friday, February
10 at
6:30 p.m. The second will be
a film called Traces of the Trade
which we will watch together
on Friday, February 17 also
at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome to
those two events.
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THE FORUM IN FEBRUARY

Buddhist Compassion, You and Your Computer, and
the Standing Rock Conflict
By Howard Ray, FCC Member

Here’s what’s happening at the Forum in February (Sundays 9:45 a.m. in the Carey Chapel):

5 Feb:
David Gardiner - The Power of Compassionate Grieving: Buddhist and Christian Approaches. The
Forum welcomes David back for another visit by popular demand. His teaching at CC focuses on
Buddhism, with other courses on East Asian religions and religion and science. David co-founded
a local educational and spiritual group called BodhiMind Center, dedicated to sharing the fruits of
Buddhist thought and practice with the broader community. How can we learn to attune our hearts and
minds more directly to the life-giving force that genuine compassion brings? Buddhist and Christian
traditions both offer time-tested, golden methods for re-thinking our place in the world among others
as one of radical interdependence, in which loving care only strengthens our sense of purpose and our
capacity for joy. David will focus on classical and modern exponents of both spiritual traditions. Come
reflect together on ways to truly open more fully to our depths of kindness.
12 Feb:
Elizabeth Boardman - Computer Security and Information Privacy (Quick Tips)
Elizabeth is a retired Navy officer turned cyber security professional. In 1998, she returned to college
for a degree in computer science followed by graduate school at Iowa State University for Information
Assurance (aka cyber security). She has worked as a cyber security professional in Alaska and Maryland
before transferring to the Springs. Elizabeth is active in many organizations serving as a board member
of the Colorado Springs chapter of the Information Systems Security Association. You may have seen
her in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings when she volunteers as an usher. She is a third generation
Ohio State Buckeye, has two married daughters, and four grandchildren under five years old. Learn
tips on what you can do to secure your home computer, protect credit/debit cards, etc., and enjoy safe
travel on the information highway. All ability levels will benefit from Elizabeth’s knowledge.
19 Feb:
Jennifer Foerster - Standing Rock: Protecting Native American Water, Land, People, and Culture.
Last November, about fifty protesters gathered downtown to show support for the thousand people
who have been camping at the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation (waving signs saying “Mni Wiconi,
or Water is Life”). They want to block the building of the Dakota Access Pipeline which is planned
to snake under the Missouri River. Perhaps you have heard about the winter hardships at the Oceti
Sakowin Camp. The US Army Corps of Engineers says it would seek alternative routes, but the issue is
far from settled. Jennifer Foerster, who has been to the North Dakota camp, is a poet and teacher living
in Colorado Springs while pursuing her PhD at the University of Denver. A citizen of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation of Oklahoma, Jennifer previously lived in Santa Fe and San Francisco where she worked
as a grant writer and non-profit development consultant. She is an alumna of the Institute of American
Indian Arts in Santa Fe and received her MFA from the Vermont College of the Fine Arts. Jennifer
received a Lannan Foundation Writing Residency Fellowship and was a Wallace Stegner Fellow in
Poetry at Stanford University. Her first book of poems, Leaving Tulsa, was published in 2013. Come
hear Jennifer talk about this pipeline project as well as other indigenous rights and ecological justice
controversies.
26 Feb:
No Forum (Opportunity Fair)
The Forum is in session most Sunday mornings September through May at 9:45 a.m. in the Carey Chapel through the
efforts of your Forum Team (Howard Ray, Don Allred, Bruce Latimer, Cathy White, and Leah Davis Witherow).
Send a message with your questions and comments to hray99@gmail.com. To access the Forum schedule, use the FCC
website www.fcucc.org and select Faith Formation, Adult, then Forum, or select Listen to the Forum to hear previous
recorded Forums.
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KIDS’ COMMUNITY WORSHIP

KC Worship During the Season of Epiphany
By Del Hokanson, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org
In the season after Epiphany, we awaken
to new understandings and perspectives and what it really
means to follow the ways of Jesus . While the adults unravel
and share conversations about White Privilege, the children
will see "how they see the world" and explore concrete ways
to "see differently" and honor "otherness" in more fun and
less conceptual ways. Over the seven Kids’ Community
Worship weeks until Lent, we will:
• Note that our same Worship Space looks different through
different colored veils
• Set the table with weird and wacky glasses
Kindergarten / 1st Graders present “LOVE”
• Trade shoes and walk the Labyrinth to the heart of Jesus
• Read about the House of Donfinkle
• Study images of the artist Escher
• Create our own kaleidoscopes
• Use colored pencils and cardstock designed in varying
skin tones
• Discuss segments of the movie Zootopia
• Learn a song titled "Diverse in Culture, Nation and Race"
• Learn a hand prayer that involves many different people
• Practice yoga positions like "bridge" to remind us that we
follow the model of Jesus who came to this world to be a
"bridge" to God.
I truly hope children can attend many of these weeks to
gain continuity which helps them deepen into the theme.
The hope is to help them be more aware and open to the
complexity and beautiful diversity of God's world.

4th / 5th Graders present “PEACE”

Preschool Kids present “JOY”

2nd / 3rd Graders present “WISE”
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FINANCIAL MINISTRY

Financial Pledging Underwrites our
Church’s Vision

By Ruth Roland, Director of Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org

I regularly talk with people about our vision: With God, we will set the table for all
who hunger and thirst. I’ve heard stories of the welcome that someone received at
our church when they thought that worshipping God in a loving faith community
would be forever closed to them. I’ve listened to accounts of the sweetness of a
prayer shawl, received when life was grim. I’ve personally experienced the valuesforming–healthy-boundaries-creating power of the Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and Faith classes in my
family. I hope you might now be thinking of your stories about our church’s impact on you and others.
The conversations that I have often include a discussion about financial gifts to our church. Even
though Americans typically believe talking about money will cause discomfort and should be avoided
in polite conversation, we strive to be counter-cultural in money issues. Certainly we’re not immune to
feeling uncomfortable, but I take comfort and strength from the fact that the gospels show that Jesus
never shied away from discussing money. Remember the parables of how Jesus kindly but pointedly
talked to people when they came to him with money questions? That was Jesus being counter-cultural
in his time.
Though many have made a financial pledge to underwrite the church’s vision this year (Thank You!),
many have not yet done so. If you haven’t yet taken this step, it’s never too late. To that end, I’d like to
share a few thoughts to consider when making a pledge:
1) We believe that receiving and giving are interrelated but giving is not a quid pro quo transaction.
		 As we recognize and receive all that God has freely given us, we feel called to be generous. As we
		 experience the impact of our church’s ministry, we want to underwrite it for others.
2) We recommend looking at your financial pledge as a proportion of income. In biblical times, giving
		 a tithe (10%) was part of the culture. Today, we give to many worthy organizations, not just our
		 church; however, evaluating your overall giving to determine what proportion of your income is
		 given away as an expression of your values is still a worthwhile exercise. I do this when I’m
		 evaluating my annual pledge to the church, not because I’m a numbers wonk, but because I want
		 to make sure that my family’s budget reflects what we feel most deeply in our hearts.
3) We believe that no pledge is too small if it’s meaningful to the giver. I sometimes wonder if people
		 don’t pledge because they feel that the amount is too small. Allow me to share the story of a now
		 deceased church member. She wanted to participate in the 2011 Capital Campaign but, after much
		 deliberation, felt that she could only pledge $1 per month. Though she lived on a fixed income and
		 financially supported the church’s annual ministry, she was frankly ashamed of her capital pledge.
		 When we received her pledge with joy, she was transformed. When she died several years later,
		 she was giving $5 per month, and when I received her monthly donation, my eyes would fill with
		 tears because I knew what a thoughtful, loving giver she was. Believe me, that gift mattered and
		 yours will too.
I would love to have a conversation with you; feel free to contact me in the church office 719.635.3549
or by email. You may pledge online at www.fcucc.org or by completing a pledge card found in a pew
pocket.
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JWW LECTURESHIP SERIES

JWW Lectureship series - May 12-14
Peter Rollins, Lecturer
By Rev. Nayiri Karjian, Interim Lead Minister
nayiri@fcucc.org

“I deny the resurrection of Christ every time I do not serve at the
feet of the oppressed, each day that I turn my back on the poor; I
deny the resurrection of Christ when I close my ears to the cries of the downtrodden and
lend my support to an unjust and corrupt system.
However there are moments when I affirm that resurrection, few and far between as they
are. I affirm it when I stand up for those who are forced to live on their knees, when I speak for those who have had
their tongues torn out, when I cry for those who have no more tears left to shed.” -- Peter Rollins
Peter Rollins describes a faith that is active, living, dynamic and engaged in the world. Faith, for him,
is not a set of beliefs but a loving embrace of the world in which we live. It is not a set of dogma but the
practice of love and compassion. Rollins embraces a "religionless" interpretation of Christianity called
Pyrotheology, which views faith as a particular way of engaging with the world rather than a set of
beliefs about the world.
In his book The Idolatry of God, Breaking our Addiction to Certainty
and Satisfaction, Rollins writes about how we reduce faith and the
Good News to that which “fulfills our desire rather than as that
which evokes the transformation in the very way that we desire.”
In a world where a plethora of products promise us fulfillment
even happiness, “Christ becomes yet another object that is offered
to us as a way of gaining insight and ultimate satisfaction. Jesus
is thus presented as a solution to two interconnected problems
- that we exist in a state of darkness concerning the meaning of
the universe and that we are dissatisfied with our place in that
universe.”
He invites us to go deeper than just personal security and certainty,
beyond personal salvation to a faith that not only challenges
shallow assurance but also celebrates ambiguity and complexity,
and expands our care and concern for the world in which we live.
Rollins is also known for his Radical Theology, a school of thought
which makes use of postmodern philosophy to reject the
paradigm of modernity. He challenges many traditional, dualistic
assumptions such as polarizing the sacred and the secular, theism and atheism, and sets aside questions
regarding life after death to explore the possibility of a life before death.
A provocative writer, philosopher, storyteller and public speaker, Rollins has gained an international
reputation for overturning traditional notions of religion that preaches the Good News that we can’t
be satisfied, that life is difficult, and that we don’t know the secret. Although Rollins does not directly
identify with the emerging church movement, he has been a significant influence on the movement's
development.
Rollins gained his higher education from Queens University, Belfast and has earned degrees (with
distinction) in Scholastic Philosophy (BA Hons), Political Theory (MA) and Post-Structural Thought
(PhD). He is the author of numerous books, including Insurrection, The Idolatry of God, and The Divine
Magician. He was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland and currently lives in Los Angeles.
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MISSION GIVING & OUTREACH | POPS

MG&O Grants Spotlight:
TLC Pharmacy

By Randy Lindsay-Brisbin, MG&O Member
rbrisbin@lindsayprecast.com
This month we are pleased to spotlight TLC Pharmacy, one of
the 29 organizations that received a $1500 MG&O Grant from
our congregation in 2016.
TLC Pharmacy, located at 555 E. Costilla St., is a nonprofit pharmacy operated by a dedicated team of
volunteers who are dispensing help and hope for low income, uninsured local residents by providing
access to medication and education.
One of the toughest decisions a person can face is what to do when there is not enough money to
buy both food and medicine. As prescription drug costs continue to spiral upward, more and more
members of our community face this stark choice. TLC Pharmacy’s mission is to compassionately
advance
the
health
and wellbeing of the
low income uninsured
and
underinsured
individuals and families
by operating a licensed
pharmacy that provides
lifesaving medications, healthcare advocacy and educational and preventative health practices services
in the Colorado Springs region. TLC (which stands for “The Lord Cares …”) is a ministry of local
Christians seeking to act as the “hands and feet of Christ.” TLC has more than 55 volunteers who serve
as pharmacists, pharmacy techs and administrative
assistants.

Parents Out Partying Somewhere
a fellowship group for seasoned parents

Saturday, February 11, 6 p.m.
Home of
Susie and Brad Marten
To receive an Evite with more
details, please contact
janeridings@hotmail.com
Newcomers always welcome!

Started in January 2010, TLC continues to provide
a wide range of pharmaceuticals at no cost to local
residents who are at or below 200% of the Federal
Poverty Level. There are no doctors on staff so
patients must bring a prescription written by a
doctor with them.
How can you help TLC? While many of
the medications provided are donated by
pharmaceutical companies and vendors, TLC
still relies on monetary donations to purchase
needed medications that are not readily available.
In addition, TLC is always looking for volunteers
to serve as pharmacists, pharmacy technicians,
receptionists, eligibility specialists, community
referral specialists, grant writers and ministers of
prayer. If the important work of TLC Pharmacy
speaks to your heart, please contact them at
719.596.4449 or visit their website at www.
tlcpharmacy.org for more information and ways to
get involved.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN EARLY FCC HISTORY

A Peek in the Past: Generations
By Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com
Frederick L and Maria L Martin, among the
founders of FCC, had come to town in the early
1870s with daughters Mary Louise and Elizabeth. Both girls
became members of FCC by confession of faith in 1882. Around
that time Charles H. Burgess, a retired businessman, arrived
from Massachusetts with his wife Ann and son Willard. Willard
went into the cattle business with F. L. Martin, establishing the
Colorado Livestock Company, but this didn't last. By 1900 F.
L. established the Colorado Springs Suburban Railway and
Willard ran a grocery store at 112 N. Tejon.

Louise Martin Burgess
(1896 – 1983);
1978 FCC directory

Willard Nye Burgess built his
house, now the Dale Street Cafe,
The Burgess House at 730 N Nevada
at 115 E. Dale. He became an FCC
member in 1890 and married Mary
Louise Martin two years later. They lived at Dale until 1900 when they
moved to what is now known as the Burgess house, vacated by Charles
Burgess upon his return to Massachusetts. They had three children. Louise,
born in 1896, became an FCC member in 1909. For many years she taught at
Columbia School. Leroy, the second, became a civil engineer and moved to
Denver. In 1907 Mary Elizabeth was born. She became an FCC member in
1920 and was a social worker at the YWCA.

In 1904 Willard and Mary Louise took in the widow Maria Martin, who
would live there until her death in 1925. In 1920, at 66 years of age, Willard
sold his business and clerked at it for a few more years. He served FCC in
many different capacities, resigning as treasurer only a month before his death. After Mary Louise and
Willard died in respectively 1941 and 1945, the sisters Burgess continued to occupy the house.
One of many anecdotes about the sisters, legends at FCC, is: Rev.
Manthei, on an impromptu visit, noticed through the window that they
were playing cards, something their generation still frowned upon.
When he was let in, the cards had suddenly disappeared, causing him
to ask if he could join in the game.
Their house was a veritable museum with an incredible amount of
memorabilia and Mary Elizabeth kept an invaluable collection of
scrapbooks and papers about FCC's early history. It made sense that she
was appointed our first historian. Unfortunately she had an antipathy
for the Pioneers Museum, so only scrapbooks and papers remain in the
FCC archives. There have been few third generation FCC members and
certainly none that long. At their deaths in respectively 1983 and 1987,
Louise had been a member for 73 years and Mary Elizabeth for 67 years.

Mary Elizabeth Burgess
(1906 – 1987); 1978 FCC directory
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Congregational Life
(December 17, 2016 - January 17, 2017)

By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Minister of Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org

THANK YOU
Members who served as liturgists were Sky
Foerster, Amelia Kemp, Susan Holman, Blake
Pelton, Joel and Ellen Francis, and Sarah Groh
Correa and Scott Correa. Mallory Everhart shared
her poetry on December 4. Great thanks to the
Winter Sunday School Teaching Team. Kids’
Community Worship was supported by Ani Rose
Whaleswan, Carrie Clarke, Emily Bowker, Sandy
TerMeer. Godly Play Worship was provided by
John Stefonik, Chris and Judy Cunningham.
Sean Buchanan, Mary Raymond, and Russ Ware
facilitated last semester’s Quest class. Thanks
to the Sanctuary Arts Ministry Team and the
MANY Chancel Stewards who participated in the
Hanging of the Greens and beautifying FCC for the
Christmas season. Academy Cadet Nevan McCann
was the brave steward who climbed the ladder to
place hard-to-reach poinsettias! Paul Schwotzer
created and mobilized the Advent letters above
the organ during Advent. Gretchen Howard
organized and arranged the Nativity Scenes
Display from around the world. RoMa Johnson,
Steve Fehl, and Mallory Everhart led the Holiday
Grief Program. Royce Field, Lee Lehmkuhl
and Ted Lindeman provided additional Family
Advent support. There were many members and
friends who delivered poinsettias to twenty-four
individuals after Christmas Eve. Cheryl Hart,
Alyce Morgan, Amy Colwell, Becky Weiss, Laura
Pfender, Andy Kort, Judy Pickle, Jim Matson,
Ardith Hanson, Beth Garrison-Kemp, Liz
Arnold, Lynn Holiday, Cathy White, and Joan
Ericson brought Christmas to IHN families. Linda
Cummings was our organist for Christmas week,
and Susie Marten and Russ Ware provided extra
special music support. Brad and Suzanne Bayer,
Jan Johnson and Gloria Latimer, Marcy and Paul
McNeill, Christian, Grace, Eric and Jane Ridings,
Del and Pete Hokanson, and Mandy Todd were
Christmas Eve liturgists. The Children’s Ministry
Team helped make Christmas Eve services
extra welcoming to families. Jay Warren and

Emma Brachtenbach provided
additional adult supervision to the two-day Youth
Group Harry Potter marathon. John Rowe, Tom
Francis and Peter Rule, provided additional
A/V support during the Christmas season. Much
gratitude goes to Nancy Forgy and The Mystery
Committee for their work on the 105th Christmas
Mystery Pageant. Thanks to Dan Romero for
playing the organ for the Mystery Pageant. Special
Mystery honor is extended to Connie Raub as
“Mary” and Tom Francis as “Joseph.”
CONGRATULATIONS
Middle School and High School students
finished their finals before the Christmas vacation.
Arnie and Kathy Sparnins attended the Santa Fe
Film Festival where their film Voices of Grief was
featured. Claire Swinford was the recipient of the
Colorado Springs Mayor's Young Leader Award
in Creative Industry. Phil Tate was featured in a
cover story in the The Gazette on his retirement. Out
Loud: Colorado Springs Men’s Chorus was the
feature story in the Colorado Springs Independent.
We honor Pam Shockley-Zalabak’s upcoming
retirement as Chancellor of UCCS.
PRAYERS
Chris Carlson returned home to recover from
surgery. Linda Mooney brought her mother to
Colorado Springs to live after the death of her
father. Judy Jacob’s sister, Mardell Remick, is in
late stages of Parkinson’s disease. We remembered
in prayer Cayth Brady’s niece, Michelle Pascarelli
with cancer. Troy Brown was at home recovering
from surgery. Ellen Brown relocated to be near
family in California.
CONDOLENCES
Leah Grossi lost her grandmother, Hilary Gale’s
mother on December 28. Linda Mooney lost her
father, Albert (Tommy) L. Mooney of Texas on
December 30. Barbara Schaefer lost her husband,
FCC member Bill Edmondson (services took place
at FCC on January 21).
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NEW MEMBERS

Mike and Alison Gerbig

Mike and Alison
were members at a
smaller UCC church
and started coming to
our congregation in
August 2013 to have
more
fellowship
opportunities
and
youth ministry for
their son. Their son Owen is in 4th grade and is
involved in children’s ministry, Sanctuary Arts,
and looks forward to youth ministry. Alison is
a social worker and is the Program Manager for
Homes for All Veterans which assists homeless
and at-risk Veterans in achieving housing
stability. Mike is a self-employed art and antique
dealer, and has a wide variety of life experiences
to include teaching middle school social studies
and serving as a former city councilman for
Manitou Springs. Mike is also a musician and
plays the mandolin. They have been involved in a
number of ways already, teaching Sunday School,
All Church CampOut, Fall Fest, Pride Parade,
and Sanctuary Arts Ministry Team. Alison looks
forward to serving on the Leadership Cultivation
Committee.
Adam Gibbs

Adam moved from Texas to
be a member of this church
on the recommendation of
a pastor at Lakeshore UCC
in Denver. He is involved in
the What Would Jesus Brew?
group and is facilitating one
of the White Privilege classes.
He would like to sing in the
choir someday soon. He
used to be an English teacher
and then he graduated from seminary. Now he
has dreams of being a pastor.
Marcie Mayer
Marcie comes to us because when she said she
needed community, her therapist said, “Go to
Primo Congo.” Marcie attends regularly and

is involved with the Risk
Reduction Team, trained to be
an Our Whole Lives (OWL)
facilitator and serves on the
OWL Steering Committee.
Marcie loves soccer and
skiing. An interesting thing
about Marcie is she speaks
Spanish and used that to do
Air Force business for more
than ten years.
Nevan McCann

Nevan grew up in a UCC
church and is in his junior
year majoring in economics at
the Air Force Academy. The
Snyder Family provided him
with transportation to church.
He is involved with Youth
Ministry and Young Adult
programs, the Sanctuary Arts
Team, and ushering. For fun,
Nevan climbs 14’ers, snowboards, and cooks. An
interesting fact about Nevan is that he is one of
seven adopted brothers and sisters raised by two
moms in Akron, Ohio.
Phyllis and Richard Rhinehart

Phyllis and Dick
moved
here
from
Florida
and found our
congregation by
searching UCC
churches.
The
website
drew
them here, and
the
friendly
and open culture kept them coming. They were
involved with the UCC church in Florida for 35
years. Phyllis is already teaching Sunday School,
and Dick is enjoying the services. Dick is an
engineer so he likes to be involved with anything
that is hands on. They moved here to be near their
grandchildren and enjoy being with them. Phyllis
and Dick have been married for 48 years.
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2017 FCC CHORAL MUSIC

“The World Beloved:” A Bluegrass Mass

By Mandy Todd, Director of Music and Arts Ministry
mandy@fcucc.org

If you know much about the classical compositional form of a mass, or anything about
the downhome genre of Bluegrass music, a “Bluegrass Mass” might sound a bit like
an oxymoron. But, you read it right. Carol Barnett, a classically trained composer,
was commissioned to compose a liturgical mass setting in a Bluegrass style. What she
created is a mass unlike any other composed since the first mass setting dating back to the 7th century.
In Barnett’s words, “To bring the solemnity of the classical choir-based mass together with the down home
sparkle of bluegrass—now there’s an assignment. My highest hope is that listeners coming from one tradition—
classical or bluegrass—and perhaps dubious about the other, might discover something new and wonderful in
the combination, as I have. Composing the music for “The World Beloved” has given me the chance to write
cheery sacred music— all too rare in
a medium rife with staid and even
lugubrious settings. And it’s brought
me back to memories of music heard
while visiting my grandparents,
country music with a church flavor
that told stories and came out of a
scratchy old record player. Grandma
would not have allowed dancing, but
under the table I tapped my toes.”
The First Congregational Church Chancel Choir is thrilled to present this innovative composition
in concert on Friday, June 2 at 7:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary, and in worship on Sunday, June 4 at 9:30
a.m.. We are already working hard in rehearsals and we so excited to share it with you!
In the meantime, check out this recording of the 2008 premiere of the work:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ytvtk78wOXg&list=PL6oZNhjTMydf3tmW-NHySv08NMV3m1SxL

Click this link to find out more! - http://fcucc.org/faith-formation-2/james-w-white-lectureship/

February, 2017
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NEWS FROM THE UCC | RMC

Dorhauer named to Center for
American Progress list of
faith leaders to watch in 2017

By Connie Larkman, UCC Managing Editor & News Director
The United Church of Christ General Minister and President is being recognized as one of dozen
religious leaders from a variety of faith traditions working to make this world a just place for all by
the Center for American Progress (CAP) - an independent nonpartisan policy institute dedicated to
improving the lives of all Americans, through bold, progressive ideas.
Read the full story from United Church News, please visit the UCC website (www.ucc.org) or click
this link.
Editorial Note: This article appeared on the United Church of Christ’s website, www.fcucc.org on January 20,
2017. Rev. Dorhauer is the guest speaker at the upcoming “Congregations Alive” - an annual event hosted by
the Rocky Mountain Conference.

Rocky Mountain
Conference
Annual Meeting 2017
June 8 - 11, 2017
All Ages Welcome
Join us as we discuss, laugh, plan, and
worship together to create the Church of
the Future.
In 2014, we created our radical new vision. In 2015, we planted Mission Seeds around the Conference. In 2016,
we Bloomed in the Desert (and in Salt Lake City!) Now, in 2017, we are excited to use our momentum to Be the
Church in the name of justice, fairness, and light.
You are invited to join us for Annual Meeting 2017, in Cheyenne, Wyoming! We will discuss, laugh, plan, and
worship together as we create the Church of the Future. The event is hosted by the Platte Valley Association;
venue information coming soon!
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BIBLE STUDY

Join the "Bible Nerds"
for weekly,
lectionary-based
Bible Study.
Wednesdays
Gregg Library
9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
All opinions are welcome in our lively,
wide-ranging discussions of next
Sunday's Scriptures.
If you would like to be prepared to
"pester the pastor," please participate!
With questions, please contact Kathy
Beck (719.264.9105).

FRIENDS OF EMERSON

Tuesdays
The Wild Goose Meeting House
401 N. Tejon
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Join this radical group of people for drinking
and discussion without dogmatic assertions of
knowledge, damnation of others, or judgment.
This group studies the Bible using the
Revised Common Lectionary.

You are invited to attend Friends
of Emerson, which begins its
fourteenth year this month. We
meet in the Carey Chapel from 4
p.m. - 5 p.m., twice monthly on
Thursdays, reading from Emerson’s
work aloud and discussing it. No
previous knowledge of Emerson is
required.

Bleak Midwinter
Scripture Study
with Pastor NayirI

We are presently reading Emerson’s political
writing which covers the years leading up to the
Civil War when the country was becoming more
and more divided. He was fiercely opposed to
slavery and actively campaigned against it, even
being booed off the podium and facing arrest for
defying the Fugitive Slave Law. A large portion
of this writing was lost for decades and and the
true nature of Emerson’s political activism has
never been acknowledged. We are seeing strong
parallels with the present day political climate.

Join us as we continue to examine
scripture passages and parables through
the culture and context of the Middle East.

2017 Schedule:
January
12, 26		
February
9, 23		
March
9, 23		
April 		
13, 27		
May 		
11, 25		
June 		
8, 22		

July 		
August
September
October
November
December

6, 20
10, 24
14, 28
12, 26
16, 30
14, 28

Continues in February
Fridays:
February 10, 17, 24
Founders’ Room
10:30 a.m.

Pastor Nayiri leads these sessions and will
help us unpack the hidden cultural and
contextual norms that we often miss. We will
take a deeper look at the parable known as the
Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, the Rich
Fool, and more. Participants will be
invited to suggest specific passages
for study also.
All are welcome.

February, 2017

OPPORTUNITY FAIR

Contact
office@fcucc.org or
719.635.3549 to sign your
Team / Committee
up for a table

Please join us during
the Faith Formation
Hour on January 26!
• Represent a Team /
Committee / Ministry
with which you serve.
OR
• Attend to discover
ways in which YOU
can get involved!
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STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Nayiri Karjian
Interim Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
Minister of Pastoral Care
Mandy Todd
Director of Music & Arts
Candace Datz
Director of Youth & Adult Ministry
Del Hokanson
Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Ruth Roland
Director of Financial Ministries
Emily Bond
Communications Coordinator

CHURCH COUNCIL
Connie Brachtenbach
Moderator
Scott Tetrick
Vice Moderator
Michael Gemm
Treasurer
Lisa Mason
Secretary
Lynne Stefonik
Care & Fellowship
Alyce Morgan
Outreach
Chris Reimer
Worship & Spiritual Life
John Beavers
Education

AD HOC STAFF

Gail Rogers
Wedding Coordinator
Victoria Hansen, Ani Rose Whaleswan
Memorial Services Coordinators
Amy Colwell
Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF

Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
Custodians

NURSERY STAFF

Kiara Nath
Nursery Attendant Supervisor
Sean Drevs, Karen Knabe, Evan Latimer
Kiara Nath, Kaitlyn O’Donnell
Nursery Attendants

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
Historian

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS
Pete Hokanson
Communicator Editor
Rose Enyeart
Communion Coordinator
Ann Benson
Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett
Liturgist Coordinator
Virginia Carson
Dave Doman
Head Ushers
Mindy Matthes
Sanctuary Steward
Phyllis White
Flute Choir
Blake Pelton
Lay Representative to ESM
Lesli Weaver, RN
Congregational Nurse

Curt Daniel, Christy Kessler,
Mindy Mathes, Sue Prendinger,
Margaret Reiber, Lucy Shick,
Pat Steffens, Phyllis White
Office Volunteers

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Darlene Avery
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Stephen Brown
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Derek Krehbiel
Rev. Patty Walker
4-Way Covenant

Candace Datz, Mallory Everhart
Seminarians
Logan Bennett, Candace Datz
Jeff Dodson, Samantha Garrett
RoMa Johnson
Members in Discernment

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS

Paul Schwotzer
Audio/Visual
Alysa Webb
Children’s & Family Ministry
Lucy Shick, Open
Clergy/Congregation Relations
Sid Shelton
Facility Improvement
Julia Nace
Financial Ministries
Michael Gemm
Financial Advisory
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
Grant Writing
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
Gregg Library
Steve Getty
Grounds
Peggy Weissman
Health Ministry
Karol Finch
Historical
Gordon Riegel
Human Resources
Jerry White
Justice & Peace
Gloria Latimer
JWW Lectureship Series
Open
Kitchen Witches
Jessica Gemm
Leadership Cultivation Committee
Lane Cornforth
Membership Connection Committee
Derek Krehbiel
Ministry Discernment
Sky Foerster
Mission Giving & Outreach
Susie Marten
Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
The Mystery
Connie Raub
Plymouth Circle
Kathy Kreps, Sharron Waterhouse
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Dennis Kleinsasser, John Stefonik
Risk Reduction & Response
Eleanor Law, Connie Raub
Sanctuary Arts Ministry
Margaret Reiber
Stephen Ministry
Reba Holmes, Verl Holmes
Stewardship
Howard Ray
The Forum
Judy Kolz
Visitation Ministry
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THE COMMUNICATOR
First Congregational Church
20 East Saint Vrain Street
Colorado Springs | CO | 80903

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming Congregation. We invite people of
every age, ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, means, ability and
spiritual tradition to join us in the love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.

We welcome you to contribute to The Communicator!

THE
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the
COMMUNICATOR
life of our congregation.
IS AVAILABLE
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
- AT CHURCH
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official
- VIA EMAIL
FCC policy.
- VIA WEBSITE
DEADLINE for the next issue (March 2017 Issue)
is Wednesday, January 15, 2017.
www.fcucc.org
Please send to: emily@fcucc.org AND petehokanson@gmail.com
REQUIREMENTS:
 Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
 Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
 Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
 Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion.
 May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
 Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly e-blast.
20 East Saint Vrain Street | Colorado Springs | CO 80903
719.635.3549 | office@fcucc.org | www.fcucc.org

