
 

Gun violence is a leading cause of premature death in the United 
States.  In the first six months of 2022, approximately 22,000 people died as a 
result of gun violence, on track to set a new annual record.  Over half of those 
deaths were suicides.  A significant number are women—especially women of 
color—who are victims of domestic violence.  Firearm-related injuries are now 
the highest cause of death among children.  In the same period, there have been 
some 300 mass shootings, most famously in Buffalo, NY, and in Uvalde, TX. 
 

As a Christian Just Peace church, First Congregational Church, United Church  
of Christ, cannot remain silent on this issue.  These are horrendous tragedies.  
Many of them are preventable, or at least the killing could have been mitigated 
in some ways.  Since the Columbine High School shooting in Littleton, CO, 
almost a quarter century ago, there have been cries of “enough is enough.”  This 
is not solely a Christian issue, and we invite others to join this call.  Concerned 
citizens and people of faith cannot turn a blind eye.  There needs to be action. 
 

We are encouraged by recent federal legislation that encourages states to pass 
red flag laws, increases investment in mental health access and suicide 
prevention, closes loopholes regarding domestic violence, enhances the review 
process for prospective gun buyers under the age of 21, strengthens firearm 
dealer licensing requirements, and provides funds to increase school safety. 
 

But we do not believe these measures go far enough.  We should resist the 
temptation to view increased school security as a panacea for this problem.  
While no measure will stop the scourge of gun violence, we believe that stronger 
measures are needed to: 
 

 Strengthen licensing and registration of gun sales 

 Restrict sales of weapons to those who are prepared to use them responsibly 

 Require background checks and licensing on purchase and possession of 
firearms 

 Ban automatic and semiautomatic “assault-style” weapons and high-
capacity ammunition magazines 

 Restrict possession of firearms in public places to the extent allowed by law 
 

Today, those who seek to acquire and use weapons to commit violence against 
others have few obstacles in their way.  In too many cases, killers have legally 
acquired weapons, donned body armor and tactical gear, walked into schools or 
churches or shopping areas, and killed numerous innocent victims.  In too many 
of those cases, the killer did not break any laws before beginning the carnage. 
 

We do not claim that these measures will stop mass killings.  Together, however, 
they will increase the obstacles to those who would seek to kill, increase the 
warning signs that such is their intent, and potentially reduce the carnage if such 
killings occur.  If we can prevent even one person from being an innocent victim 
of gun violence, it will be a gift.          - FCUCC Congregation 


