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Welcome to what we intend to be a weekly (or almost weekly) update on your Just Peace Ministry 
Team.  In last week’s e-blast, we summarized our three broad, key priorities—based on your 
survey inputs—that will guide our efforts, both inside the Congregation and within the 
community. 

We will use this vehicle (among others) to keep you apprised of what issues we’re watching and 
to bring issues to your attention on which you might wish to take action. 

Supporting the Work of the Interfaith Alliance of Colorado (www.interfaithallianceco.org) 

Since 2019, FCUCC has been one of 35 churches and 35 organizations in the Alliance, supporting 
shared values in religious liberty, equal rights and freedom, equity and opportunity for all, racial 
justice, economic justice, and broad and intentional inclusion. 

Currently the Alliance is supporting a bill in the Colorado legislature, HB 21-1194.  In its present 
form, the bill would create a legal defense fund for immigrants who are at or below 200% of the 
Federal Poverty Guidelines.  (See http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1194 for further details on the 
bill and its status.)  This legislation is relevant to our strong interest in racial justice because our 
immigration system disproportionately detains and deports black and brown immigrants who 
are also the ones least able to access legal assistance. 

UCC Supports Passage of the Equality Act (H.R. 5) 

On February 25, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 5, which “prohibits 
discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity in areas including public 
accommodations and facilities, education, federal funding, employment, housing, credit, and the 
jury system.”  (See https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5 for more details; the bill 
is now in the U.S. Senate.) 

We presume that—as an Open and Affirming Congregation—FCUCC members would have a 
special interest in this legislation. See https://www.ucc.org/ucc-conference-minister-supports-the-
equality-act-before-senate-committee/.  

Keep Abreast of Relevant Colorado Legislation 

Many members of FCUCC are involved in some way with Citizens Project, whose mission is to 
serve as “a fearless, bold advocate and an engaging voice that empowers and challenges our 
entire community to embrace equity, inclusion, and justice.”  (Full disclosure: your author currently 
serves as Board chair!)   

Citizens Project monitor bills in the Colorado legislature, and its Board of Directors decides 
whether to support or oppose those that impact its core values.  Currently, Citizens Project has 
taken positions on 17 bills related to elections, separation of church and state, LGBTQIA+, 
Immigration, Economic Justice, Policing, Education, and Health and Human Services.  See 
https://www.citizensproject.org/2021-legislation/ for the list, positions, and links to the bills.   

Quad Innovation Alliance Seeks Focus Group Participants on Policing, Education! 

If interested in engaging on community-police relationships or on education priorities, see 
https://tinyurl.com/4xz5773m or contact Penny Grant, pgrant@coloradocollege.edu. 

If you are interested in getting involved on any of these issues, please email me at 
skyfoerster@gmail.com or our Just Peace Ministry Team chair, Jill Robinson, at 
jrobinson@trgarts.com. 
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