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As I noted last week, the right to vote—and the ability to exercise that right—are foundational in 
our democracy.  In one way or another, every other issue about which FCUCC is concerned—in 
racial and community justice, ecological justice, and economic justice … and whether on the national, state, 
or local level—depends on people being able to express their will through the ballot box. 

Today, we are witnessing one of the most comprehensive and dramatic debates about voting 
rights and access in modern history.  Here’s a summary—and the punchline: it matters … a lot! 

As of March 24, according to the Brennan Center (www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-
reports/voting-laws-roundup-march-2021), 361 bills with restrictive provisions have been 
introduced in the legislatures in 47 states, a 43 percent increase since February 19, when the 
Brennan Center first published its tally: 

 5 bills have already become law, including Georgia’s (in)famous omnibus bill last week; 

 55 restrictive bills in 24 states are moving through state legislatures; 

 29 bills have passed at least one legislative chamber; 

 States with the most number of restrictive bills: Texas (49), Georgia (25), and Arizona (23). 

On the other side, the Brennan Center reports that, as of March 24, 843 bills with expansive 

provisions have been introduced in 47 states, a 20 percent increase since February 19: 

 9 bills have become law, and another 9 have passed both chambers and await signature; 

 103 bills in 31 states are moving through state legislatures; 

 41 bills have passed at least one legislative chamber. 

In Colorado, there were four bills introduced in the 2021 legislative session that would have 
impeded voting in one way or another.  Two were sponsored by local Representatives.  All have 
been “postponed indefinitely” in committee, which means they are dead, at least for this year: 

 Voter Proof of Citizenship Requirement (http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1086) would have 
required an individual to provide proof of citizenship before receiving a regular mail 
ballot.  Sponsored by Rep. Stephanie Luck (R; Dist 47 [includes Pueblo]). 

 Annual Audit Statewide Voter Registration System (http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1088) 
would have required an annual audit of the entire electoral rolls over a five year period.  
Sponsored by Rep. Andres Pico (R; Dist 16 [El Paso County/Colorado Springs]). 

 Improve Public Confidence Election Validity (https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-007) would 
have required in-person voting except when mail ballots are expressly requested.  
Sponsored by Sen. Paul Lundeen (R; Dist 9 [El Paso County/Monument]). 

 Colorado Ballot Signature Verification Act (https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-010) would 
have negated ballots from an eligible elector who is unable to sign the ballot unless the 
affirming witness is also registered in the same county.  Sponsored by Sen. Rob Woodward 
(R; Dist 15 [Larimer County]). 

The one Colorado bill that would expand voter access is a bill providing for Multilingual Ballot 
Access for Voters (http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1011), which would expand multilingual ballot 
access and establish a multilingual ballot hotline.  The bill passed the House, 40-23-2—all El Paso 
County Reps voted along party lines—and now moves to the Senate. 

While this can all seem a bit arcane, one thing we’ve learned: it’s better for voters to pick their 
lawmakers, than for lawmakers to pick their voters! 
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