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An African-American woman in Texas voted a provisional ballot in 2016, believing she 
was eligible to vote.  She had served five years in prison for tax fraud and was on 
“supervised release.”  Under Texas law, she had not yet fully served her sentence, so she 
was ineligible to vote.  Her vote was not counted.  She was convicted of voting illegally 
… and was sentenced to five years in prison.  (The case is now under appeal.) 

A white man in Pennsylvania registered (as Republicans) both his mother and his 
mother-in-law—both of whom were deceased—to vote in 2020.  He then requested and 
filled out an absentee ballot for his deceased mother. He pleaded guilty of unlawful 
voting and two counts of perjury … and was sentenced to five years probation. 

Anyone see anything wrong with this picture? 

On April 14th, over 700 corporations, law firms, nonprofit leaders, and individuals—both 
Democrat and Republican—signed a two-page statement (published in The New York 
Times), affirming that “for American democracy to work for any of us, we must ensure 
the right to vote for all of us.” 

Since then, scores of other corporations have joined in to affirm their support of voting 
rights and their opposition to voter suppression efforts, especially in Georgia, Texas, 
Florida, and Arizona. 

Moral of the story—it is an axiom of a free enterprise system that economic freedom is 
essential for political freedom.  As consumers, we can make our own choices regarding 
the companies and organizations with which we do business and which we support. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus are ways to influence the system. 

This week, I watched the film Concrete Cowboy, based on a real-life Fletcher Street Urban 
Riding Club in north Philadelphia, part of a century-long black urban tradition of 
horsemanship as a way of building community and providing positive lessons for youth. 

Besides being entertaining, it’s also a grim reminder of the plight of inner-city youth who 
find virtually every door closed to them. 

Ours is a society grounded in individual freedom; it’s almost a mantra, especially for 
those on the political right.  Freedom is the right to make a choice to further one’s life.  
It’s one thing to make bad choices, yet if there are no good choices to make, freedom is 
theoretical but not real.  If one has no access to opportunity, employment, education, 
housing, health care, nutritious food, or anything else of value, then the freedom to 
pursue life, liberty, or happiness has little meaning. 

Perhaps, for those of us who have been able to make good choices (whether we made the 
right ones or not), that’s the real meaning of “privilege.” 
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