
Just Peace Team – Celebrate Immigration! – from Connie Krieder 

C E L E B R A T E 
 
 

Your family’s immigration stories, foods, songs, music, poetry, art, and literature 
with your children and older generations! 

In the US we can be a citizen and still hold on to our heritage!   
 

OUT OF MANY, ONE, is former President George W. Bush’s new book of portraits and 
interviews of 43 immigrants celebrating their lives and their contributions to ours.  

Would you read it with your family? 

 
Have you ever wondered why immigrants don’t come the legal 

way, or tried to answer when someone asked you that question? 
Join a 40-minute presentation at  

The Forum this Sunday - May 2, at 7 pm. 
 

Vicki Witte will explain the four pathways to legal immigration to the US; Hannah 
Martin will help you explore opportunities for local involvement with immigrant 
neighbors.  Vicki has volunteered on the southern US border numerous times, inside 
immigrant shelters and an immigrant detention center.  She has successfully completed 
an intensive certificate in Immigration Law.  Hannah is an elementary teacher and a 
volunteer Director of Accompaniment for ASC COS.  Her Mennonite faith and growing 
knowledge of the US immigration system motivated her to love thy neighbor in all 
forms.  
 

 Why are so many immigrants arriving from Central America? 
Part of the answer from Honduras: 

 Economics – 60% extreme poverty, 40% high unemployment  

 Environmental destruction – two back-to-back hurricanes last November, drought 

 Corruption by the ruling elite who now face international drug trafficking charges 

 Uncontrolled gang violence against Hondurans which is not prosecuted 

 Human rights suppression – killing environmental activists who want to save 
habitat from industrial development, labor organizers, community leaders 

 “I think the whole country would leave if it could.” (Jean Stokan, a justice 
coordinator for the Catholic group Sisters of Mercy of the Americas who has lived 
there for decades.  (For more, see “Narco in Chief,” by Andrew Cockburn, Washington 
Editor for Harper’s Magazine, May 2021.) 

 
 

Did you know that FCUCC has an Immigrant Advocacy Group? 
Since 2017, this group has been working on meeting the needs of local immigrants and 
seeking to educate themselves about immigration.   Church members are actively 
involved in helping immigrants in need in our city.  Want to join us?   
Contact Jill Robinson (jrobinson@trgarts.com) or Connie Kreider (edu_connie@yahoo.com).  
Learn more about how FCUCC is supporting immigrants. 
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