
 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Bill Kemp (Moderator), Paul McNeill (Vice Moderator), Lisa Mason (Secretary), Laura Pfender (Education), 
Adam Gibbs (Worship and Spiritual Life), Margaret Reiber (Care and Fellowship), Wayne Bland (Outreach), 
Polly Strovink (Treasurer)          
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None  
 

EX OFFICIO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom (Transitional Lead Minister) 
Rev. Jacque Franklin (Minister of Pastoral Care)  
 

EX OFFICIO ABSENT:  
 

Nora Gustafson served as our Parliamentarian 
 

Meeting Called to order - 11:03 am 
 

Welcome - Bill Kemp 
 

We established a Quorum; 63 members were needed and we exceeded that with 130 members attending. 
 

Opening Prayer  - Dr. Don Longbottom 
 

Honoring of Saints -FCCUCC members and friends who have passed away since the 2020 Annual Meeting- recognized 
by Jacque Franklin 
 

 
MINISTRY AND MISSION HIGHLIGHTS- A COUNCIL’S PERSPECTIVE: 
PAUL MCNEILL - VICE MODERATOR: 
- Thanked the volunteers in his area: AV - special thank you to Paul Schwotzer who has headed this area for 
12 years and will be stepping down from this position. Applications are being accepted to fill this position.  
Facility Core Resource Area:  Sid Shelton heads facility management/maintenance and he has continued in 
that position even during COVID quarantine. Sid installed a large screen for better video capabilities in the 
library, supervised maintenance on the bell tower and window frames and the replacement of ceiling fans.  
Reopening Task Force: Paul thanked this vital group as they continue to monitor as conditions change in 
order to determine when to open the building to various levels of use, eventually for worship purposes. Paul 
thanked the task force members: Andrea Barker, Dave Bribach, Lee Lehmkuhl, Tom Healy, Rob Lund, Linda 
Mooney,  Howard Ray,  Eric Ridings,  Lynne Stefonik,  Jerry White, Jenny Cavin and Dr. Don Longbottom. 
Landscaping activities were managed by Steve Getty and Fawn Bell. 
Ruth Roland volunteered many hours in order to maintain the facility by managing the church finances. 
  

LISA MASON – SECRETARY: 
- Thanked the volunteers in the areas she represents: Leadership Cultivation Committee (LCC) - Pam 
Shockley Zalabak, Eric Ridings, Deb Buenting, Alison Gerbig, Jill Cameron, Julia Nace, Connie Raub, and 
Kisti Felps; Clergy Congregation Relations Committee (CCRC) for Jacque Franklin - Mark Qualls, Lance 
Tressler, Dave Bribach, Dierdre Gilbert, Rose Enyeart, and Dot Semmens; Risk Reduction & Response Team- 



 
John Stefonik and Dennis Kleinsasser, Human Resources (HR) - Eric Ridings, Douglas Sharpe, and Pat 
Steffens.  
Lisa particularly wanted to thank the entire congregation for having shown such dedication to the church by 
becoming increasingly more actively involved in the tasks of running this church.    
 

LAURA PFENDER - EDUCATION:  
- Thanked Ardith Hanson and Judith Rice-Jones for taking over the organization of The Forum. 
- JWW Lectureship Series will likely be postponed until fall. JWW was headed by Marcie Mayer so that 
position now needs to be filled. 
Laura thanked Del Hokanson and Josh Rumple, with Josh joining us late in the year, organizing multiple 
activities for the children and youth from bike riding and ice-skating to multiple projects in order to engage 
all ages of our younger congregants   
 
MARGARET REIBER - CARE AND FELLOWSHIP: 
- Margaret joined Cynthia Franklin in forming a Zoom-based COVID support group. 
- Margaret started a calling network organized by zip code involving 36 teams making calls 
- 10 of the 16 Care and Fellowship ministry teams found ways to connect in the COVID environment 
- Nita Mathews stepped down and Cynthia Franklin took over Care Giver Support 
- Cooking School has been on hiatus but Alyce Morgan did present a 3 part Zoom class 
- 5th Sunday Fellowship is on pause 
Grief education and support met for 8 weeks, then switched to Zoom format 
Membership Clerk, Lois Benson faithfully tracks the membership data 
Nine-to-Dine was taken over by Lynne Stefonik and all of their 48 participants continue to meet via Zoom. 
- the Confidential Online Prayer group is facilitated by Teri McCabe using text and phone. 
POPS is coordinated by Jane Ridings where they met virtually plus organizing a driveway party in Sept and 
Oct. and a virtual Christmas party. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry, coordinated by Kathy Kreps, is still knitting away. They met for a fall retreat in the 
park with masks.  The shawls and pocket shawls created were then delivered to TESSA. 
Silver Threads, jointly coordinated by Connie Raub, Patti White and Judy Kort, in its in-person luncheon 
format was not possible due to COVID however they mailed Easter Cards and Patti did Thanksgiving 
Blessing cards plus multiple teams delivered communion cups.  
- Christmas ornaments and cards were created and volunteers delivered them to the shut-ins; Margaret gave 
a huge thank you to Connie Raub who delivered over 100 Micah 6 Kindness Balms plus others have delivered 
balms as well. 
- Sibley Savoy and Judy Kort delivered Stephen Ministers to those needing support plus 3 more were trained 
and then ordained in the fall during an outdoor worship;  
- The Trail Trekkers group, and the Transportation team were unable to gather. 
U-Care Casseroles, coordinated for several years by Joan Loecker, was taken over by Melissa McCormick 
(Casseroles are available!) 
- Visitation Ministry, headed by Elizabeth Vincent and filled by 20 members, made personal visits, phone calls 
or emails in order to connect with church members individually in addition to meeting by Zoom. 
- Margaret gave a BIG thank you to the team coordinators who have adjusted to doing things in a new way.  
And she thanked the many volunteers who have stepped up. Additionally, she thanked both our pastors and 
the members of Council who have made it a wonderful year for her.   
 

ADAM GIBBS - WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL LIFE: 
- Adam pointed out we are a congregation that loves worshipping and then COVID came along. 



 
- Adam thanked David Acton for showing us his unbeknownst but amazing skills of video on-line 

worship creation and Adam thanked the many volunteers that have submitted video. Lots of Zoom 
meetings were led creating virtual choir events, and flute choir events. Our amazing sanctuary 
worship ushers were mostly waiting on the bench but they showed up with pool noodles for the 
newly formatted outdoor worship services. 

 
OUTREACH: BILL KEMP REPORTED FOR - WAYNE BLAND (due to technical difficulties): 

- Wayne thanked all in MG&O and Just Peace, but especially Rich Law for guiding Just Peace for so 
long and Wayne thanked Jill Robinson for now taking it over where she has already sent out a survey 
so this team is active.  Pauli Hubbard is instrumental in continuing to coordinate and support the 
work for MG&O.  

 
Bill Kemp - thanked the Council members including outgoing members Wayne Bland, Adam Gibbs, and Lisa 
Mason.  
 
MINISTRY AND MISSION HIGHLIGHTS- A CONGREGATION’S PERSPECTIVE:  

- Jill Robinson- big thanks to Rich Law and thanks to so many participating in the most recent survey;  
- Pauli Hubbard speaking for MGO alerting all that a survey will be coming out to determine what the 

congregations’ priorities are in order to “know your mind”;  
- Jenny Cavin gave thanks to Del Hokanson- the Young Families members have transitioned into 

affinity groups leading to outside gatherings and it was so nice to connect in addition to outdoor 
services;   

- Lynn Young gave a big shout out to staff and volunteers who have carried us over in COVID and a 
special shoutout to David Acton for his worship video skills;  

- Agnes Kehoe-she’s new and she has been talking on the Zoom meetings and thanked everyone for the 
welcome and warmth.  

 
HONORING OF WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS 

- Bill thanked Paul Schwotzer for his 12 years at the helm at AV. A gift is being delivered to Paul. Bill 
highlighted the quality of sound both in Sanctuary and even outside in worship last fall.  Bill stated, 
“We are gonna miss you, sir!” Bill thanked the outgoing Council members: Lisa Mason has served 
faithfully for 6 years thru many significant church events; Wayne Bland brings the rational banker 
perspective doing it the right way every time but he’s moving on to Just Peace; Adam Gibbs: Worship 
and Spiritual Life is a huge area of this church and Adam has given excellent representation to all the 
many facets involved in this Council area. Adam is calm but speaks up when something important 
needs to be said.  Gifts to thank these Council members are coming! 

- Jacque Franklin and Emily Bond thanked Connie Raub and Lynne Stefonik. Jacque thanked Connie 
Kreider and Molly Williams (sanctuary immigration affinity group) and congregational nurses, Lesli 
Weaver, Nancy Lippincott. 

 

MINUTES FROM THE 2020 ANNUAL MEETING 
MOTION - Marcie Mayer moved we approve the minutes. Eric Ridings seconded. The motion passed via 
absence of Zoom objections. 
  

POLLY STROVINK: 2020 FINANCIALS, 2021 BUDGET: [see Polly’s slide deck and report in Annual Report] 
MOTION: To approve the 2021 Operating Budget as proposed by Council.  Presented by Polly Strovink. No 
second was required. Discussion was invited for information, corrections or amendments.  



 
 

- Judy asked what “other personnel expenses” were. Polly explained they are often travel and education 
costs from staff.   

- Pauli asked how much came in as income. Polly explained the various sources of income and expenses 
summarizing that $65k would be left in capital reserves.  

- Pauli asked if we have a policy regarding paying extra on our principal for the mortgage. Cornerstone 
mortgage company calculates how much extra can be paid on the variable rate mortgage so that when 
interest rates go down the payment amount is adjusted in order for the mortgage to be paid off in 
2040.  

- Clay Taylor asked what is the source of funds for the category listed as capital expenses and Polly 
answered that it comes from pledges and any extra campaign funds.   

- Rob Lund - Pauli asked his question about refinancing.   
- Julia Nace asked to have the issue of the PPP loan explained as to why it doesn’t show as income. 

Polly answered that it is not on that page but instead it is listed on the statement of financial position 
as a liability. When /if it is forgiven it will then be listed as grant income.  

-  There were several congregants who shared and then lead to a sincere discussion about whether we 
are really living within our means especially without the chance of patchwork funding for the year 
2021 and especially beyond.  

 

Lee Lehmkuhl called the question, Curt Daniel seconded. The question was call via hand count with 102 in 
favor of calling the question, 2 against, Abstain-2.   
MOTION: The vote to accept the motion of approving the 2021 Operating Budget passed via Zoom poll with 
102 for and 13 against.  
 

Bill mentioned/noted that the Council will proceed with this budget but that they are also moving forward 
with concerns regarding income going forward through 2021.  
 

Approval of New Church Council Members and new Leadership Cultivation Committee members as presented by Pam 
Shockley-Zalabak who explained that numerous people were willing to be considered showing a huge level of 
involvement in the leadership of this Church- no nominations came from the floor 
 

MOTION: To approve the 2021 slate of the following candidates for the Church Council as submitted by 
LCC:  
Secretary - Jane Ridings 
Worship and Spiritual Life - Sarah Lund 
Outreach - John Felps 
To elect the following slate of renewing candidates for the Leadership Cultivation Committee: 
Jill Cameron and Alison Gerbig 
 

Voted in by acclimation. 
 

Pam thanked those that have already served and those that are filling those positions. 
COMMISSIONING OF THE NEW LEADERS – Dr. Don Longbottom 
 
FINAL THOUGHTS 

- Marti Booth thanked Bill, Dr. Don, the Staff, the Council and all the members attending.  Marti joined 
in 1957 and she thinks one of our major problems has been lack of transparency or perceived lack of 
transparency, but she appreciated how thoughtful the meetings were and that the budget has been 



 
adjusted based on those comments.  She’s thankful that it is not aspirational, she believes we are still 
in crisis but have reserves and she is grateful for all of the above.   

- Margaret Reiber - wonderful to be part of a congregationally driven church and that God walks with 
us. Thrilled to be a part of it.  

- Ani Rose Whaleswan thanked all who planned this for including the Saints and she thanked them for 
their presence.   

- Kathy Beck thanked those who have raised their concerns.  Concerns are important to be expressed 
and that they be heard and acted on.  

- Ruth Heine thanked all for one of the best meetings she has ever attended and thanked Ruth and the 
rest of staff for being ready. 

- Jill Robinson acknowledged navigating this meeting via Zoom and how difficult the newness of the 
technology can be and is deeply grateful for all the leadership. She is proud of how well so many of all 
ages and abilities have engaged. 

- Jenny and Marsha said thanks to Polly for all the treasury work she’s pulled off.   
- Connie Raub said she is so grateful for all who have contributed to this process. And don’t forget 

when we come to some capital campaigns how hopeful and grateful we are at this time.  Also thanked 
Jill Robinson for her leadership.   

- Paul thanked Connie Raub for the cards and Kindness Balms.   
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Adjourn: 1:52pm 
 
        
Respectfully submitted - Lisa A Mason, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Lisa A Mason, Council Secretary        Bill Kemp, Council Moderator  
 


