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New Lead Minister Called to Downtown Church 
 

DOWNTOWN COLORADO SPRINGS, OCTOBER 2017: On Sunday, October 
15, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ of 
Colorado Springs voted overwhelmingly to call the Rev. Heather Lee Haginduff 
as the church’s next Lead Minister, effective January 1, 2018. 
 
The Lead Minister Search Committee of the church worked for more than a year, 
listening for and synthesizing the key qualities that anchored the search process, 
guiding the intense consideration of the 50+ applications received. These key 
qualities also helped the Committee to reach the unanimous conclusion that Rev. 
Heather Haginduff was the best candidate for First Congregational Church. She 
preached to an enthusiastic congregation on October 15; the energy was electric: 
full of nerves, excitement and curiosity. More than 250 members stayed to vote at 
the congregational meeting during which the vote was overwhelmingly positive 
to accept the Search Committee’s recommendation to call Rev. Haginduff. 
 
Rev. Haginduff will join the Colorado Springs community with her husband, Josh 
and their two young daughters, Lula and Ruby.  She started out her career as a 
professional singer and musician, but then discovered that “God had a crazier plan 
for her life.” She served as Associate Pastor for Youth at the First Congregational 
Church in Boulder, CO; and for the last two years as the Associate Minister at 
Trinity United Church of Christ in Canton, Ohio. During her ministry, she has 
focused on creating meaningful, cutting-edge ministries for children, youth, and 
adults. She loves to mix tradition with innovation, the arts with worship, heart 
with head and body. She especially loves teaching and leading people in 
responding faithfully and authentically to the world’s needs. 
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Rev. Haginduff will begin her service in Colorado Springs on January 1, 2018 and 
her first worship service as Lead Minister will be Sunday, January 7. For inquiries, 
please contact Emily Bond (719.635.3549 / emily@fcucc.org) 
 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH was founded in 1874, in conjunction 
with the founding of Colorado College. It is the oldest, continuously-meeting 
church in one location in Colorado Springs, located at the corner of E. Saint Vrain 
St. and N. Tejon. First Congregational is an Open and Affirming Church, inviting 
people of every age, race, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
expression, means, ability, and spiritual tradition to join together in the love of 
God and neighbor through Christian worship, education, care, fellowship, and 
outreach. It is also a Just Peace Church, striving to be a community where respect 
and justice are foundational.  
 
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Broadbent was called as Lead Minister of First Congregational 
in 2005, and said goodbye to the congregation in July 2016, after receiving a call as 
Senior Minister of the Community Church of Sebastopol, CA. Broadbent was 
considered a ‘pivotal pastor’ leading a progressively liberal congregation in what 
has been expressed as a very conservative and evangelical city. Since his 
departure, the Colorado Springs congregation has been in transition with its 
Interim Lead Minister, Rev. Nayiri Karjian and Associate Minister, Rev. Jacque 
Franklin, at the helm. It continues to be a dynamic faith community, serving 
people from all walks of life. The Congregation feels inspired by the energy and 
compassion that Rev. Haginduff promises to bring to the community.   
 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST is a Christian denomination with historical roots 
in the Congregational, Reformed, and Protestant traditions. There are over 5,000 
UCC churches across the U.S., with nearly 1 million members. This inclusive and 
(generally) liberal denomination is the ‘church of firsts:’ first to ordain an African-
American; first to ordain a woman; first to ordain an openly gay person; first 
Christian church to affirm the right of same-gender couples to marry. This 
acceptance of diversity and an evolving theology has made the United Church of 
Christ one of the most progressive faith movements. 
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