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SUMMER 2019

As the Chuch Council Moderator, I am providing a monthly update  
from the Council meetings so that everyone has a sense of what the 
Church Council is focused on in 2019. It is our ongoing hope that these 
communications will cultivate a dialogue between Council and the  
Congregation which will be both enriching and enlightening.  

Per my April communication (via email), the theme of our 2019  
Council meetings has been one of gratitude for the gift of time - time that the  
generosity of the Congregation has created for us in 2019, which is allowing Council  

to have gritty conversations and do hard work that will result in the stabilization and sustainability of our 
Church and its ministries as we move forward into 2020 and beyond. As I shared with you in April, the lens that 
Council is utilizing to examine our priorities is deeply rooted in aligning the needs of the Congregation with 
financial capacity. 

As part of this alignment process, the Church Council, in partnership with Pastor Heather, continued  
conversations during our May Council meeting around what our optimal organizational structure might  
look like when viewed through the lens of stabilization and sustainability. As was the case during our 2019  
budget discussions; various staffing models are actively being reviewed in an effort to prepare, in a more  
proactive manner, for the 2020 Budget cycle. Council's goal in reviewing the 
various staffing models will be to deliver a zero deficit budget to the Congregation 
at the 2020 Annual Meeting that fits within the current needs, as well as giving 
capacity of the Congregation.

The top three priorities for Council in 2019 continue to be:
 • The exploration of various organizational structures that will align  
  with the financial capacity and needs of the Congregation.
 • Partnership with LCC and Staff to adopt and implement the Leadership/ 
  Succession Model introduced to FCC by Pastor Heather.
 • Partnership with the Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) and the  
  Director of Finance to determine the top 3 financial priorities for 2020,  
  that will support stability, sustainability (including building a cash  
  reserve), and the creation of a zero deficit budget.

Please see page 3 for a list of meetings that have been scheduled to support these 
priorities and create opportunities to share information with the Congregation.

While there is a lot in flight for Council right now, we are all excited about 
the work that is underway. We encourage attendance at the upcoming  
Informational Meeting on June 9 so that we can continue to engage in this rich 
conversation with the Congregation.

With peace and grace,
Connie Brachtenbach
Council Moderator
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 26 –  9:30 A.M.
This Sunday, we begin our summer schedule with one worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Heather preaches, we celebrate 
Holy Communion, and the Chancel Choir sings “The Lord is 
My Shepherd” from John Rutter’s Requiem.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
JUNE 2 –  9:30 A.M.
This Sunday is our annual Choral Presentation Sunday. Mandy 
Todd, Director of Music & Arts Ministry, preaches, and the 
Chancel Choir and a chamber orchestra present John Rutter’s 
Requiem for this multigenerational worship service.

PENTECOST SUNDAY
JUNE 9 –  9:30 A.M.
Acts 2:1-21

FIRST SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JUNE 16 –  9:30 A.M.
Proverbs 8:22-31

SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JUNE 23 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 7:1-10

THIRD SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JUNE 30 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 7:11-17

FOURTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JULY 7 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 10:25-37

FIFTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JULY 14 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 10:1-11
Today we celebrate our Open and Affirming status and 
participate in the Colorado Springs Pride Fest. Out Loud: The 
Colorado Springs Men’s Chorus sings in this multi-generational 
worship service, and after worship we join in the Pride Parade.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JULY 21 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 10:38-42
This Sunday is our annual Folk Music Sunday. This service 
will be intentionally multi-generational. Contact Mandy 
Todd, Director of Music & Arts Ministry, (mandy@fcucc.
org) if you’d like to get involved in the Folk Sunday choir. 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
JULY 28 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 11:5-13
Today, the Flute Choir, directed by Phyllis White, shares 
worship music. 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
AUGUST 4 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 12:13-21
Worship is intentionally multi-generational as we hear  
about the 2019 Multi-Faith Camp in which our children 
participated, July 22-26. 

NINTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
AUGUST 11 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 12:32-40
This Sunday is our Annual Jazz Sunday. 

TENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
AUGUST 18 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 12:49-53
While some congregants worship at La Foret for the 
conclusion of All Church CampOut!, Pastor Jacque leads 
worship in our Sanctuary with some traditional camp songs, 
communion, and community. 

NINTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
AUGUST 25 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 13:10-17

TWELFTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 1 –  9:30 A.M.
Luke 14:7-14
On this final Sunday of the Summer schedule, we gather 
the waters of our summer travels and bless them for use 
in baptisms throughout the year. We celebrate Holy 
Communion in this multi-generational worship service.
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Congregational Meetings 
for YOU to Attend!

Sunday, June 9
Informational Meeting
with the Congregation

10:45 a.m.
Sanctuary

(overview, including Q&A, 
on Council's Top 3 priorities)

Sunday, September 15
Special 

Congregational Meeting
12:15 p.m.
Sanctuary

(Congregational vote on
by-laws changes)

Sunday, November 17
Informational Meeting
with the Congregation

12:15 p.m.
Sanctuary

(preview of the 2020 Budget, 
including Q&A)

“Church is not an heirloom,” wrote Rev. Traci Blackmon, the Associate General 
Minister of Justice & Local Church Ministries for the national setting of The United 
Church of Christ. She was expressing the resistance to change in local church culture. 
Churches often say that they want change when a new pastor is called. But in fact, 
they just want to pass down the exact same shape of church and how things “used to 
be,” to their children and grandchildren.

I haven’t experienced too much aversion to change in my year and a half here at First 
Congregational Church. Mostly, I’ve heard the normal desire to hold onto treasures of the past, while at 
the same time wanting the excitement that change gives to an organization. It has been most interesting to 
hear about the leadership changes that happened years ago, going from a pastoral-size church model to a 
corporate-size church model. At the heart of that change was how we govern ourselves. I believe it is time to 
mature our governance model by cultivating more lay leadership “on the ground.” More commitment and 
engagement from the congregation doesn’t just mature our governance. It matures our faith.    

A few ways to grow the lay leadership within our congregation are:  
 • Increase lay engagement and volunteerism through one-time events and activities that use  
  people’s gifts and passions.
 • Establish 3-year terms for all of our ministry teams to allow the flow of new ideas and ground  
  level leadership experience. Each term will have tasks and responsibilities that will help support  
  the ministry area and staff person.  
 • Encourage former ministry team members to take six months to a year of Sabbath before entering  
  a new commitment. 
 • Create a succession model for our Vice Moderator (1 year), Moderator (1 year), and Past Moderator  
  (1 year) to work together as a team. This trinity of leadership will create a better pipeline of  
  experience and stability for how the role of Moderator functions.  
 • The Leadership Cultivation Committee’s list for potential Church Council nominees would be  
  formed based on those who have ministry team/area experience. And the list for the Vice  
  Moderator/Moderator/Past Moderator succession would be those who have at some point  
  served as Church Council members. This succession would guarantee a baseline of knowledge  
  of our church’s governance, our values and mission, and how we do ministry together.  

Ernest Hemingway wrote, “wherever you go for the rest of your life, it stays with you.” What if Church were like 
that? A movable feast versus an heirloom? My prayer is that the mission of our church can be carried out 
without being too rigid about its specific shape. And that the joy and challenges of shared leadership will 
deepen our faith in transformative ways that will stay with us wherever we go. 

C h u r c h  i s  N o t  A n  H e i r l o o m
b y  R e v .  H e a t h e r  H a g i n d u f f , L e a d  M i n i s t e r

h e a t h e r @ f c u c c . o r g
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S u m m e r  K C  W o r s h i p
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
d e l @ f c u c c . o r g

In aligning with our Summer Ministry focus on Walking with Jesus, our children will 
be recording on giant footprints how they have walked the walk (and not just the talk!) 
as they reflect on their past week. Hopefully they will be reminded of the challenges 
they recorded during Lent - on their origami paper that was transformed into peace 
cranes - of the things they want to “grow” more of. We will also carry forward the 
Music & Arts Ministry’s requiem on homelessness throughout this summer’s Kids' 
Community Worship. I have decided to break it down and focus each month 
on expanding views of homelessness. 

IN JUNE, the Kids' Community will commence with exploring 
the definition of "home" with its many possible variables. We will 
then continue to look at animals (which kids are always passionate 
about and find very relatable) and what happens when they lose their 
homes, specifically due to changes in the environment such as flooding 
and fire.

IN JULY , we will deepen our focus into our neighborhood and note that 
there are many people who are homeless. Some even sleep on our church 
portico or stairwell. The week of July 4, FCC will once again host families 
who are sheltered in our classrooms as part of the valuable IHN program, 
while they hopefully transition out of homelessness. What can we do to help 

our children understand 
and empathize with these 
families? How might they 
welcome families and support 
that program? How can we 
make this "real"? 

IN AUGUST , we will look at 
refugees who are homeless and 
use a giant canvas of the world, 
perhaps in the gardens of the McAllister House, 
to study where, and how many global passages 
there are with families without homes. Without 
going into a lot of political causes, we will 
grapple with the magnitude of homeless people 
and what their journeys have in common.We 
also will explore what it might be like to live in a 
refugee camp.

This is a truly sensitive issue - trying to help 
children be aware of their contrasting lives without  
invoking fear or guilt, but rather engendering 
empathy, curiosity, and wisdom. Please hold our  
children in your prayers as we tackle this growing 
and challenging global issue.

VACANCIES FOR EIGHT 
FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

TEACHERS AND A 
GODLY PLAY ASSISTANT:

Please contact Del Hokanson who can fill you 
in on the user-friendly, global, and fantastic 
Sunday School curriculum. Check it out at 
seasonsonline.ca for more insight. A supportive 
Teacher Training is scheduled in August before 
the new program commences in September. 

At the Listening Sessions during FCC's last 
Stewardship campaign, we heard the need 
for more intergenerational opportunities. Our 
wise adults can help fuel and gain awe from 
our beautiful children. Our future needs to 
support and integrate families. What can you 
do to help the future of church and the faith of 
children? As Pastor Heather reminds us, faith 
is caught, not just learned. We need people 
with heart and faith conviction.

PLEASE CONSIDER AND 
CONTACT DEL - del@fcucc.org!



5 summer 2019

R a d i c a l l y  I n c l u s i v e
b y  C a n d a c e  W o o d s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  a n d  A d u l t  M i n i s t r y

c a n d a c e @ f c u c c . o r g

As mentioned in May’s 
article, this summer’s youth 
mission experience is going 
to be radically different, 

radically inclusive to the whole church body,  
and radically local! I am so excited to walk 
alongside our youth and other congregants 
to find opportunities for local service and 
learning. If you have ideas for ministry 
opportunities, please contact me and we can be in  
conversation. 

Be on the lookout each week in the Primo Congo 
Weekly eblast for upcoming opportunities and 
how to get involved in walking with our youth 
and one another and our community through the 
summer!

RADICALLY
 O
 C
 A
 L

An Adult Education Opportunity
This year’s All-Church Read for the whole UCC denomination is the book 
Evicted by Matthew Desmond, who is also the keynote speaker for this 
summer’s General Synod. 

From the UCC’s announcement of this book (Click here to access link): 
“‘It's a deep honor that Evicted was chosen for the UCC All Church Read,’ Desmond 
said. ‘Without stable shelter, everything else falls apart.’

“His book introduces readers to eight families struggling to make ends meet. Arleen 
is a single mother trying to raise her two sons on the $20 a month she has left 
after paying for their rundown apartment. Scott is a nurse consumed by a heroin 
addiction. Lamar, a man with no legs and a neighborhood full of boys to look after, 
tries to work his way out of debt. Vanetta participates in a botched stickup after her 
hours are cut. All are spending almost everything they have on shelter, and all have 
fallen behind.

“The fates of these families are in the hands of two landlords: Sherrena Tarver, a former schoolteacher turned 
inner-city entrepreneur, and Tobin Charney, who runs one of the worst trailer parks in Milwaukee. While they 
are fond of some of their tenants, as Tarver puts it, ‘Love don't pay the bills.’ She moves to evict Arleen and her 
boys a few days before Christmas.

“‘The UCC has led on issues of homelessness and hunger,’ said Desmond, ‘and now I think we're at a time when 
we ask ourselves what we can about families that are facing exorbitantly high rents and evictions.’”

There will be an opportunity to read this book together beginning in July, so be watching your emails 
for more information about this or contact Candace Woods to be put on a list of interested persons!
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W h e w !  W h a t  a  Y e a r !
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d ,  C h a i r  o f  M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h
m g o @ f c u c c . o r g

It has already been quite a year for the Mission Giving & Outreach 
Committee! Every meeting is jam-packed with needs and actions. 
Before I list our summary of actions, allow me to introduce your 
representatives on the MG&O Team:
Amanda Terrell-Orr, Blake Pelton, Christine Ray, Clay Taylor, John Felps,  
Karen Muise, Mary Jane Ray, and Pauli Hubbard. Serving as our liaison to the  
Church Council is Wayne Bland and serving as our pastoral adviser is  
Rev. Jacque Franklin.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?
 1.  We have had the opportunity to visit Westside Cares. This was informative and has streched  
  our current thoughts on what Kristi Milligan, the staff, and volunteers contribute to the  
  homeless community.
 2.  Mary Jane and Pauli had the opportunity to visit Partners in Housing. We were given a tour of  
  their facility, and also interviewed them for an article which featured in the April issue.
 3.  Clay Taylor is grealty involved with Westside Cares and wrote a very personal story of his  
  attachment to this mission.
 4.  Blake Pelton, who serves as a board member for Ecumenical Social Ministries, continues to  
  inform us on how ESM is supporting folks in our community.
 5.  We have had visits at our team meetings from Candace Woods, Mandy Todd, and Juniper  
  McGinn (Volunteer Manager at Urban Peak). Each visitor shared vital information about  
  opportunities to serve.
 6.  Thank you, Thank you! For participating in our Lenten Food Drive for One Nation Walking  
  Together. As a church community, we donated  387 pounds of food! What can we do next Lent?!
 7.  We have eight people so far signed up to harvest crops in Alamosa at La Puente in September. We  
  have room for four more people. If you are interested, please email us (mgo@fcucc.org).

WHAT’S NEXT:
 1.  Selecting Grantees as a result of your generous offerings. The Grant Application  
  Form is on the FCC website, and grant proposals will be received until June 30.
   Our areas of concentration (gleaned from the survey we sent out):
   Mental Health, Homeless Prevention, Permanent Housing, Providing basic  
  immediate needs for the homeless
  If you know of a non-profit organization that would fit into one or more of these  
  areas, please encourage them to apply before June 30. Thank you!

 2.  Walk With Me - the Music & Arts Ministry End-of-Year concert  
  on May 31, directed by Mandy Todd. A concert in memory of the several  
  homeless who died on the streets in 2018. Donations from the concert will go to  
  Springs Rescue Mission with MG&O matching up to $1,500. Please be  
  generous. There is such need!
 3.  Stay tuned for the work of our youth this summer… you will have an opportunity  
  to be engaged.
 4.  We are already planning for 2020 with a multi-generational trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation.

So much is going on! We need more willing people to join the MG&O Team. Please consider joining us 
and allow your imagination to soar as we play our part in being God’s Hands in our World.
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Dinner on the Grounds

In what's become an annual tradition, the Stewardship Team hosted Dinner on the Grounds to 
celebrate the end of our program year. We love being able to say thank you to those who give to our 
church. Including food and fellowship makes it even better.

We feasted on main courses, salads, side dishes, and desserts. At long tables in the Founders' Room, 
we talked and ate with family, long-time friends, and people we didn't know before. In a special 
addition, Pete Hokanson brought an enormous birthday cake, and we sang “Happy Birthday” to 
Del. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORT FCC! WE ENJOY CELEBRATING WITH YOU!
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Why should we, First Congregational Church, be involved in Community Outreach? 
We are not a social service agency. Most of the needs of those experiencing 
homelessness are out of our scope of practice, our ability, and resources. And yet we 
learn in attending church that community is important. Not just our fellow church 
-goers but those whom we live and work among. And sometimes those we live and work with come 
and sit by us in the pews. They come because they yearn for community. It is these religiously based 
public values that inform our larger community. 

 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

Ephesians 4:2-6

We gather as a church, as a healing community, 
because the reality of the world can beat us up. 
Already among us worshippers there are social 
workers, therapists, educators, politicians, 
community workers, and those experiencing 
poverty, mental illness, abuse, and neglect. We 
sit side-by-side. Aching for something that can 
shield our soul, restore our hope, remind us of 
who we truly are. 

My vision as a Minister of Care is to envelope 
those who are in our midst into the healing, 
beloved community, so that we can go out 
into the world with a renewed attitude, healed 
worldview, inspired and emboldened to act out 
of a love that is greater than us all. 

Part of my ministry involves meeting parishioners where they work in the city, around the board table, 
in the streets, involved in the ministry of community. I see my role as involved in the larger community 
for a better view of how we, the church, are already practicing our faith and how we the church, can 
continue to be involved. In that spirit I bring you some updates of LOCAL OUTREACH:

W h y  S h o u l d  W e ?
b y  R e v .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

PIKES PEAK CONTINUUM OF CARE
The Pikes Peak Continuum of Care began officially in 2009. That was the year 
the Homeless Emergency   Rapid Transition to Housing (Hearth) Act amended  
the McKinney-Vento Act and established the Continuum of Care Program in all cities receiving 
federal funding. The Continuum of Care Program is designed 
to promote community wide commitment to end homelessness. 
It provides funding to nonprofit providers, state, and local 
governments for the purpose of rehousing homeless individuals 
and families. It also promotes access to programs that help those 
experiencing homelessness to become more self-sufficient. 
The governing board must be composed of representatives of 
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COS I LOVE YOU
This nonprofit emerged around 2016 in the city 
through the efforts of several churches and the vision 
of Stu Davis and many others. This is the ultimate 
community outreach for multiple churches. Their 
mission is to unite and ignite the local church to 
love the city. We are now a participating member 
church. 

Their one big event is City Serve Day. COS I LOVE 
YOU brokers the needs of the city with 
the volunteer efforts of many churches. 
They hope to see 5,000 or more volunteers 
serving COS in multiple locations.

“CityServe Day is a no-strings-attached 
day of service. Our motivation is simple – 
when a city prospers, so do its people. Join 
thousands of people from our city to help 
beautify, rebuild, and restore special places 
in Colorado Springs. Individuals from 
different communities serve alongside one 
another at public schools, parks, local busin  
esses, and non-profit organizations in an 
effort to meet immediate needs in our city.” 

What a beautiful way to build the 
community of Colorado Springs and to 
be THE CHURCH.

PIKES PEAK CONTINUUM OF CARE - 
continued.
relevant organizations within the geographic 
area served by the Continuum. The membership 
has representatives from non-profit homeless 
providers, victim service providers, faith-
based organizations, government, businesses, 
advocates, public housing agencies, school 
districts, social service providers, mental health 
agencies, hospitals, universities, affordable 
housing developers, law enforcement, 
organizations serving homeless veterans, and 
homeless or formerly homeless persons. This 
is truly a community-wide approach! The 
gathering of these folks gives a better picture of 
what is happening in our city and state. 
One of the responsibilities of CoC is to conduct 
a Point-in-Time (PIT) count of sheltered and 

unsheltered homeless persons on a single night 
in January. Our 2019 data is now available. In 
short, 1,562 people experiencing homelessness 
were identified during the count. There were 444 
persons sleeping unsheltered outdoors, in cars, 
or in abandoned building – a decrease of 13% 
from 2018 – and 1,118 people were sheltered in 
emergency shelters or transitional housing units 
– an increase of 7.7%.
The PIT Count is a one-night estimate of 
the local scope of homelessness. The system 
performance is measured by collecting yearly 
data from all providers and reported to HUD 
for a better picture of how many people 
experienced homelessness in El Paso County in 
the past year. Our goal of course is to continue to 
learn about what works for those experiencing 
homelessness, to decrease the percentage of 
folks unsheltered and increase housed folks. 

www.cosiloveyou.com
WHAT GUIDES OUR WORK
We want to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those 
in need – bringing love and restoration to our city 
through uniting our local churches and inspiring 
people to act.
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T h e  N e r d s  o f  S u m m e r
b y  K a t h y  B e c k ,  B i b l e  N e r d s  C o o r d i n a t o r
b e c k r k @ a o l . c o m

The Revised Common Lectionary follows a three-year 
cycle. The calendar year has four seasons. The church 
year observes the liturgical seasons. And the Bible  
Nerds do what they please!

Summer will find us gathering as usual on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-
11:00  a.m. to chew and occasionally gnaw on Scripture, always a nourishing 
process.  But as usual in summer, we will sometimes opt for lighter fare.  

IN JUNE , we will follow the lectionary texts as usual. (If you are curious 
about what they are, please visit www.lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu and look at the texts for Year C.) 

IN JULY , we will vary our diet by reading and discussing selections from what Kathleen Norris, in 
her book Amazing Grace, calls the “scary vocabulary” of faith. Norris offers rich reflections on topics 
such as salvation, silence, incarnation, grace, “God-talk” and Bible study (that should be interesting!).  

Norris is a poet and storyteller, not a theologian, and her musings are accessible and thought-provoking.  
We hope you will join us as we read and discuss these topics, sharing stories from our own experience.  
You don’t need to buy the book; we will agree on a selection for each week and read the relevant, short 
chapter aloud.

IN AUGUST, we will take a break, and pick up again as the fall schedule begins.

We would love to see your tanned and smiling summer faces, so please consider joining us. We 
guarantee good company and thought-provoking conversation.

AUGUST
Summer POPS

Saturday, August 17 
6:00 pm. 

Home of 
Charles Kiskiras 

and 
Denise Ellsworth 

To be placed on the distribution list for these and future POPS events, 
or for more information about POPS, please contact Jane Ridings at 
janeridings@hotmail.com. As always, new names and faces are welcome!

JUNE
Spring into 

SUMMER POPS 
Potluck!

Saturday, June 8
6:00 p.m. 

Home of 
Jill and 

Drew Robinson
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W h y  I  B r i n g  M y  E i g h t -Y e a r - O l d
b y  L a u r a  P f e n d e r ,  C h i l d r e n ' s  M i n i s t r y  Te a m  M e m b e r

l l p f e n d e r @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t

FCC hosts families from Family Promise (formerly Interfaith Hospitality Network), at 
least three times a year. Each hosting is for a week - Sunday evening through Sunday 
morning. The families arrive at church around 5:00 p.m. each evening and leave the 

next morning by 7:00 a.m.

FCC has four Family Promise Meal Host Coordinators: Casey and Sue Scott, Alyce Morgan, and Laura 
Pfender.  
These hosts implement the following:
  • Purchase groceries, under the Mission Giving and Outreach  
   budget, for breakfast and lunch. 
  • Loosely plan the dinner menu for each night
  • Supervise dinner volunteers who:
   — provide the evening meal (entrée, sides, and dessert)
   — arrive around 5:30 p.m. to help set up for dinner
   — serve dinner at 6:00 p.m. and eat with our guests
   — clean up (usually finished about 7:30 p.m.)
One, or more, of the Meal Host Coordinators is present to assist each evening.

When Harper was five, I brought her with me to Family Promise. Family Promise does not have age 
restrictions on volunteers so it is a wonderful way for families to give their time. “Mommy, can I 
go with you to Family Promise this week and help,” asks Harper each week FCC is hosting. Harper  
helps set up plates, glasses, and silverware. I believe she would help more in the Kitchen, but once 
the families arrive Harper leaves as there are children to meet. I am always amazed at how quickly 
strangers become friends when children are involved.

As we are leaving church after serving others, 
Harper tells me, “Mommy, this was the best day 
ever, thank you for bringing me with you to Family 
Promise.”  I smile and am reminded why I bring  
Harper with me to volunteer.  Harper gets more 
out of seeing me help others, and helping herself,  
than she would if we talked about helping others. 
She sees the families as people she wants to be 
with, not people to move away from.  I hope that 
she is always welcoming of others.

Harper is not the only child from FCC helping 
out but we can always use more. Along with  
providing meals, we are looking for families (of 
any size), to come in and read books, play games,  
build puzzles, teach a craft, host a movie night, 
or almost anything with our guests. The parents 
in Family Promise work, take classes, or are job   
hunting, while moving each week to a different  
church “home.” The parents would appreciate 
the break and the children would appreciate the 
attention of others.

If you are interested in getting 
involved, please contact  

Del Hokanson (del@fcucc.org / 
719.635.3549) or myself 

(l l p f e n d e r @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t ) . 
The next hosting of  

families will be June 30 - July 7.
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SUNDAY JUNE 23, 10:45 AM-NOON
CAREY CHAPEL

Following the Sunday service, coffee and scones (by Patti White) will be 
served in the Founders’ Room. Afterward Pastor Emeritus Jim White, will 
present his new book, Fly-fishing the Arctic Circle to Tasmania: A Preacher’s 
Adventures and Reflections, via a brief slideshow and talk. Fisherfolk—called 
an “exaggeration” in Australia—and “normal people” interested in spiritual 
considerations will appreciate the hour together. Jim will autograph books for 
those interested in getting a copy. 

(Advance copies are available from the author, Poor Richard’s Bookstore, 
Hooked on Books, Angers Covey, and, of course, Amazon.)

F l y - F i s h i n g  a n d  F a i t h  f o r  a n  E x a g g e r a t i o n
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a m e s  W .  W h i t e ,  P a s t o r  E m e r i t u s
j w i l d e n w h i t e @ g m a i l . c o m

"Marooned on a river island above the Arctic Circle, caught by a flash flood in New Zealand, boated with an NFL 
cheerleader in the Caribbean, robbed in a British Columbia motel, and bunked with an almost-terrorist in Manitoba, this 
author-preacher from Colorado has had some interesting experiences when going “further out” to fish. 
Twelve ebullient stories of adventure, travel, and 
international fly-fishing are told here. They are 
undergirded by a singular autobiographical story that 
weaves James White’s passion for fly-fishing with his 
vocation in ministry. The book takes the reader from 
the Indian Ocean to the River Vltava in Bohemia. The 
characters met include “two-headed” Taswegians and 
Lake Woebegon “strongwomen.” In one story, you stand 
with the author on “basement of time” metamorphics, 
beneath the Northern Lights in another, and before the 
Southern Cross in a third. 
You’ll go on an “Ixthus/Christ and Ichthyology/Fishing” 
retreat. With the stories are illuminating photographs of 
giant rainbows, massive moose antlers, and “Jesus Rays” 
coming through a Ukrainian Orthodox church cupola. 
The book leads to rumination on Henry David Thoreau’s 
observation that “Men may go fishing all their life and 
never know it’s not fish they’re after."
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Summer’s Garden  
Flower Sundays

The first Sunday of each summer month:
 June 2 July 7 August 4

...we are moving the one special flower arrangement 
from the Chancel out into many smaller arrangements 
at the ends of the pews. 

We hang small vases from the ends of pews and ask 
the congregation to bring in a few flowers from their 
gardens to fill them. We have done this several times 
in the past and it has been beautiful. At the end of the 
service, people can take home a lovely arrangement 
created by the generosity and gardening skills of the 
congregation. 
Make a calendar note “Garden Flowers for Church” 
on the first Sunday of each summer month. It takes 
only a few minutes to snip flowers to bring along to 
beautify the Sanctuary and brighten someone’s week.

Gathering 
of the 
Waters

Gather waters 
on your summer 
travels...
bottle them up 
and bring your 
vessel to the 
FFCC office, with 
your name and 
the water source 
clearly printed.

Sunday, September 1, 2019
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Oscar 
is 

celebrating  

90 
YEARS!!

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y :  J O Y !
b y  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

“Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Nehemiah 8:10

JOY  is a state of mind that embraces both 
delight in simply being and a calm assurance that things will 
be all right. When we have it we are confident – when we do 
not have it sadness, fear, despair, and anger can creep into our 
bones.  

The word ‘joy’ appears a total of eighty-eight times in 
translations of the Hebrew Scriptures and a total of fifty-seven  
times in translations of the Christian Scriptures. The English 

word ‘joy’ is used to express fifteen different Hebrew words and eight different Greek words.  Each 
of these words convey a shade or demonstration of joy. Yet, in each use of the word we are assured 
that the gift of joy can get us through even the roughest of times – we must just find it.

Because joy is a state of mind, it is not found in a thing or in other people.  
Joy hides in our being, and to find it we must dig down, peel away the 
dark clouds and plow through the walls we have erected. This is not an 
easy task and it is not unusual to need some help – or at least a friendly 
face to walk along the journey. Family and friends may not always be 
available for this journey, and this is why the Stephen Ministry exists. We 
cannot bring you joy, but we will walk with you as you discover your joy.

Would you like a companion along your journey?  Please 
call – we are here to walk with you.

Are you a person who chooses to serve your church 
community in this manner? Please talk to Pastor Jacque or Margaret Reiber.

The 
Ridings Family 

extends an open 
invitation to the FCC 
congregation to help 

celebrate Oscar Ridings' 
90th birthday on 
Sunday, August 4, 

10:30 am (after worship) 
in the Founders' Room.

  Please join us!
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A  P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  R e c i p e s 
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n ,  C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

A while ago, Candace 
Woods found an 
old recipe booklet, 
authored by the women of FCC. 
Initially I assumed it might be the 
“Angel Food” recipe book, done in 
the mid-eighties, but that wasn't the 
case. This one was obviously much 
older. Of course, as happened so 
often with these type of publications, 
there was no date on it, so I had 
to do some sleuthing. The church 
membership dates of the many 
contributors were the best possible 
clue, but there was a bewildering 
spread with many having left or 
died long before some others joined. 

In the end, my best guess is that 
there must have been several (at 
least two) editions and that some 
recipes were handed down from 
past members. In any case, what we 
had in hand was most likely printed 
around 1949, but recipes went back 
more than fifty years and they gave 
us an interesting view of the type of 
dishes favored in the period shortly 
after FCC's founding.

FCC's History Team is considering a 
facsimile print edition if there's
sufficient interest. For now, here is a 
small sample.

Eleanor R. Ormes (FCC member, 1904 – 1938; 
wife of Colorado College librarian Manly Ormes and 

co-author with him of “The book of Colorado Springs”)

Lily B. Banschbach 
(FCC member, 1897 – 1907; elementary school teacher)

Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) G. Cajori 
(FCC member, 1890 – 1919; Latin instructor and wife of Prof. 
Florian Cajori, mathematics professor at Colorado College)

Helen S. Ranney (member 1910 – 1917; 
wife of pastor William W. Ranney and 
creator of “The Christmas Mystery”) 

All are invited to join this group for 
discussion, fellowship, and refreshments! 

Our Next Book:
Where the Crawdads Sing 

by Delia Owens.
For more information, please contact 
Linda Boles (jobolesjr@comcast.net).

SAVE THE DATE
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

August 25, 2019 
6:00 p.m. 

Gregg Library



summer 2019 16

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  A p r i l  2 1  -  M a y  1 2
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  O r g a n i s t

d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g
THANK YOU to those who served as liturgists in worship, 
including Suzanne, Brad, Carter and Jordan Bayer, 
Scott Correa, Aili Foss, Tom Hershberger, and Brian 
Kerrigan. Angie Adams, Jenny Cavin, Denise Ellsworth, 
Susan Holman, Sandy Johannsen, Gayle Jordan, Karen  
Morris, Jeanie Tate, Hope and George Woodhead 
provided support in KC Worship and Godly Play. 
Thank you to those who provided additional music in 
worship, including Kayla Apotheker, Luke Cammack, 
Chas Douthit, Chloe Kemp, Amber Khederian, Lee 
Lehmkuhl, Akio Lis, Sarah Lund, Julie MacTaggart, 
Anabelle Malcolm, Susie Marten, Jay Norman, Paul 
Schwotzer, the Women’s Ensemble, the Bells of Saint 
Vrain Handbell Ensemble, and the Chancel Choir.  
Thank you to Thea Roland for the inspiring liturgical 
dance, to Dave Morgan for contributions to Easter  
Sunday’s music, and to Candace Woods and the 
Confirmands for leading worship on Confirmation 
Sunday. Luke, Susan, Julia, and Lauren Gentry were 
communion servers. Claire Swinford and Miloe Laffely 
curated the current Atrium Art Display. Jim White 
presented in The Forum and Brian Dimit and John 
Spears facilitated One Big Question. Thank you to Judy 
Kort, Nance McCullough, Connie Raub, and Patti White 
for their work with the 2019 Silver Threads Luncheon. 
Thank you to members of the JWW Team - Deb Buenting, 
Sheryl Cline, Sue Grant, Linda LeMieux, Kim Pettit, 
Deidre Schoolcraft, and Russ Ware - for orchestrating 
and facilitating the 2019 JWW Events. Scott Correa, Chas 
Douthit, and Sibley Savoy were excellent adult leaders 
for this year’s Confirmation class. Laura Pfender, Sid 
Shelton, Jerry White, and many others were instrumental 
in the hosting of IHN families. Drew Cavin and Elizabeth 
Vincent facilitated the White Privilege course, Nancy 
Henjum facilitated the Leadership Retreat on April 13, 
Rich Law facilitated Compassionate Communications 
series, and Pam Shockley-Zalabak facilitated the Staff/
Council/LCC Retreat. Special thanks to ALL who 
made Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday events possible, 
including Ellen Francis, Rob Lund, Laura Pfender, 
Teri Walton and Munchkin the donkey, the Children’s 
Ministry Team, the FCC Youth Group, and our awesome 
children who were Easter greeters and peace crane 
carriers. Finally, thank you to ALL who donated 387 food 
items to One Nation Walking Together!

We lift PRAYERS to those recovering from surgery, 
including Pam Bland, Carol Mylar, Gordy Riegel, Ruth 
Roland’s mother Frankie, Mark Schaefer, and Ben 
Young. DJ Stanec and Candace Woods’ brother Josh are 
both recovering from car accidents, and Carol Bilbrey 
is recovering from a bike accident. For those in cancer 
treatment, we pray for Dave Babin’s mother Willa, Kayla 

Bond-Tetzlaff’s aunt Sandi Tetzlaff, 
Gayle Jordan, Linda LeMieux, Mike 
Matthews. We pray also for Donna 
Drake, Neil Lehmkuhl and Linda Mooney who are both 
recovering, and Clay Taylor’s father, Bill, in hospice care.

CONGRATULATIONS to Peter Rule on his acceptance 
to the Carnegie Mellon University School of Drama’s 
Scenic Design Master in Fine Arts program. Ellen Francis 
and Aili Foss were baptized on April 28. Alan Severn 
received an Outstanding Volunteer Award from the 
Colorado Springs Therapeutic Recreation program. Sam 
Brooks and Annabel Lewis were honored as two of 
The Gazette’s “Best & Brightest Class of 2019.” Candace 
Woods won the Hoyt Hickman Award for Outstanding 
Liturgical Scholarship and Practice; Mallory Everhart 
was one of two Master Students of the Year at the Iliff 
Honors Convocation.

We offer CONDOLENCES to Miriam Giese on the loss 
of her sister Vera Walker; to Ginny Kane on the loss of 
her husband Kent Kane; to Carol Mylar and her daughter 
Mara, and grandson Turner on the loss of her son-in-
law Kyle Whitney; to Lynn Liggett and Karl Mason, on 
the loss of their daughter Alyssa in a car accident; and 
to Mallory Everhart and family on the passing of her 
mother, Sandy Hicks.
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A Successful JWW 

Lectureship Series 

with Rev. Dr. Miguel 

De La Torre
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Paul Schwotzer 
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Gordon Riegel
- Human Resources
Rich Law
- Just Peace
OPEN
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen, Patti White
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Leadership Cultivation Committee
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sarah Lund, Victoria Hansen
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Jerusha Goebel
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
Dennis Kleinsasser, John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
OPEN
- Safety Team
Chris Reimer
- Spiritual Life
Margaret Reiber
- Stephen Ministry
Brian Dimit, John Spears
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Judy Kolz
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Heather Haginduff
- Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Mandy Todd
- Director of Music & Arts Ministry
Candace Woods
- Director of Youth & Adult Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Ruth Roland
- Director of Financial Ministry
Emily Bond
- Communications Coordinator
David Acton
- Organist/Office Administrator

CHURCH COUNCIL
Connie Brachtenbach
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Lynne Stefonik
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Aaron Brown
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse 
Gail Rogers
- Wedding Coordinator
Victoria Hansen, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians
David Wilson
- Sanctuary Keeper

NURSERY STAFF
Kiara Nath
- Nursery Attendant Supervisor
Sean Drevs, Kären Knabe, 
Kiara Nath, Kaitlyn O’Donnell 
& Thea Roland
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Ann Benson 
- Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Isabelle Kemp
- Sanctuary Steward
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Blake Pelton
- Lay Representative to ESM
Curt Daniel, Deirdre Gilbert, 
Christy Kessler, Ruth 
Koenigsamen, Ken Painter, 
Sue Prendinger, Margaret 
Reiber, Lucy Shick, Pat Steffens, 
Sue Todd, Phyllis White
- Office Volunteers
MaryEllen Beltracchi
- The Communicator Proof-Reader

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Darlene Avery
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Derek Krehbiel
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Candace Woods, 
Mallory Everhart, Anya Powers
- Seminarians

Candace Woods, 
Mallory Everhart, 
Samantha Garrett, Anya Powers
- Members in Discernment



WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?

We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our 
congregation. Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (September 2019 Issue) is Thursday, August 15. 
Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS:
•  Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
•  Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font). 
 **If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 
•  Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about  
 inclusion. 
•  May be a MSWord attachment or an email. 
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via  
 weekly e-blast.

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, ace, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


