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For many years now I have publically spoken of myself as a “Progressive.”  More 
recently I have realized that self-labeling has been a mistake.  Just to be clear, I hold 
a preponderance of ethical issues in common with the progressive movement, but 
following Jesus cannot be contained by any ideological or political position.  The 
problem is two-fold with the first being public awareness and the second one of 
theological substance.

The image of the UCC and that of the progressive movement are conflated in the 
minds of many observers and for good reason. We share a great many hopes and 

dreams, to name a few:  
 • Fair and just wages for all persons
 • An end to gun violence
 • Ample medical and psychological help for abuse victims
 • Protection of the environment
 • An end to violence in the Middle East
 • A just solution to the Palestinian and Israeli conflict
 • Fair and compassionate treatment of refugees
 • Equality of economic opportunity
 • Fair and just treatment of all regardless of color, gender or sexual  
  orientation in the pastoral selection process and all other aspects of  
  life
 • Every human being’s right to self-determination 
  (life, liberty, happiness)
 • Black Lives Matter 
 • Issues of misogyny and a woman’s right to control her own body

The above listing is far from exhaustive. However, it serves the purpose of 
demonstrating the resemblance in concerns expressed by both the progressive 
movement and by various participants in the UCC.  

So what then is the difference between the Christian faith and the progressive 
movement?

The difference lies in the origin of the various ethical positions.  The UN’s 
Declaration of Human Rights and other “rights theories” serve as a foundation 
for the progressive movement.  There are other founding strands as well, 
but time does not allow. In the UCC, we are informed by rights theory, but 
ultimately our ethical positions are grounded first and last in the person of Jesus 
Christ.  Each of the above-mentioned concerns can be addressed by values and 
actions manifested in the life of Jesus the Christ.  Jesus not only defines our 
goals, but also limits the means by which we can seek to achieve those goals. The 
“Jesus way” asks of us sacrificial behavior at odds with the expectations of any 
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ideological agenda. This would apply to some who 
come to the progressive agenda without a ground in 
the “Jesus way.”

Along with the rise in the volume of our political 
discord has come increasing allusions to the 
possibility of violence; violence to defend one’s turf, 
redress wrongs, or achieve one’s goals.  When I hear 
this from progressives, my internal alarm bells begin 
to ring loudly.  Jesus, though having been offered the 
means of violence, time and time again refused to 
resort to violence, even unto death upon a cross.  The 
“Jesus way” was, is, and will always be non-violent. 
There are limits for those who follow Jesus, and one 
of those limits is violence among others.

There are aspects to the “Jesus way” that no political 
ideology and its attendant movement can fully 
inculcate, and the concept of “self-sacrifice” is an 
important example.  This is not to suggest that 
individual persons of a progressive perspective are 
unwilling to die for the cause. Many are willing to 
do so and more than a few have actually done so.  
However, I know of no other political movement 
willing to sacrifice to the point of its own demise.  
Christianity is, at its very essence, grounded in going 
the “extra mile.” The death of Jesus on the Cross is a 
powerful example of non-violent, prophetic action.  
Jesus on the Cross unmasked the powers of that day.  
A violent response or even a disdainful response 
would have obscured Jesus’ witness. “Father forgive 
them for they know not what they do.” 
(I am, of course, willing to be enlightened on this 
point and any other point as well.)

Throughout the gospels, Jesus repeatedly embraced 
the outcast.  It seemed not to matter whether we 
speak of the leper, the Centurion, the tax collector, or 
the Canaanite woman and her possessed daughter.  
Jesus was able to see within every individual a 
resident goodness.  It might be deeply buried, but 
Jesus could see it and apparently believed in the 
possibility of redemption for each and every human 
being.   
There is more than a little talk among progressives 
lately that the “time for civility has passed.”   While 
I am not fully clear as to what that might mean, if it 
encourages disdain for others then it is problematic 
for those who follow Jesus. Disdain is the attitude 
that another is beneath even the consideration of 
what they might have to say.  It is to hold another 
human being in utter contempt.   If Jesus possessed 
such an attitude, he would never have embraced the 
Centurion or the tax collector.  As I listen to the voices 
of the Christian-wing of the progressive movement, 
I am increasingly concerned that we may be leaving 

Mr. Jesus a bit behind.  We will never win converts 
by looking down upon sisters and brothers with 
whom we vehemently disagree.  Jesus modeled being 
compassionately present, even to the murderous 
oppressors of his day. 

This piece of “out loud thinking” is not intended to 
pillory the progressive movement, as I am in fact a 
believer.  Rather, my hope is to bring an increased 
focus to who we are as Jesus-centered Christians who 
take the claims of the gospel seriously.  Jesus was, 
is, and will always be a radical and if we take Jesus 
seriously, so shall we be.  

This article is a companion piece to my recent sermon 
entitled, “The Perversity of Labels.” I invite you 
to consider each and to express your thoughts in 
the various venues we offer as a church.  You may 
of course contact me directly to express your own 
perspective.  All input is welcome. 

In the words of the late Martin Luther King, let us be 
“maladjusted for Jesus.”

Peace, grace and courage, Dr. Don

FCC on Zoom!
DR. DON'S BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 11 a.m.
A weekly bible study open to all! Come 
prepared with your bible, as we study 
the Book of Mark.
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/87166676164?pwd=anhRNkVKbTl2Ukx-
tZHIzQnk0OWtmQT09
meeting ID: 871 6667 6164
passcode:  847891

FCC CONVERSATIONS
Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
Join Dr. Don and Marcie Mayer for a 
virtual conversation on What Does It 
Mean to Really be a Micah 6 Congregation?
link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8940036
6455?pwd=Mk1iUnhmelJtd21UTVR6b0x1dWhHQT09
meeting ID:  894 0036 6455
passcode:  Convo3549

COMMUNITY & CONVERSATION 
Sundays, 11 a.m.
Bring your morning coffee to your 
computer/mobile device and chat with 
Dr. Don! It's your opportunity to discuss 
worship, liturgy, FCC, community, etc...
link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8251671
0933?pwd=WHAyYlBncEtVNXlrVXFsOVF0V004UT09
meeting ID:  825 1671 0933 
passcode:  TH3549FCC
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As this edition of The Communicator arrives to you, a number of activities are underway.  
I want to first thank Rev. Elizabeth Vincent for her wonderful support holding down 
the fort as the Interim Minister for Pastoral Care while Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin was on 
sabbatical, including the work on arranging/forming affinity groups. A warm welcome 

back to Pastor Jacque! After looking at the potential risks to congregants and staff when indoor in-person 
services are conducted, we have determined that indoor services are not feasible for the foreseeable future.  In 
fact, they are not likely until there is a proven treatment or vaccine for Covid-19. So, while weather allows, we 
are planning for in-person, outdoor services in front of the church on E. Saint Vrain, on August 30, September 
13, September 27, October 11, and October 25. Prior to each outdoor service, folks will be allowed to arrive 
up to thirty minutes before the service begins - to be seated and share in discussion.  We will observe social 
distancing and wear masks during the services. I hope to see you there!

We are offering more online Zoom discussions and meetings (see page two for details on how to log in). Dr. 
Don has an 11 a.m. “Community and Conversation” session each Sunday, and there have been ongoing Zoom 
discussion sessions on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m., focussed on Micah 6 and how to be a Micah 6 congregation. 
Our previous Tuesday evening conversations focused on what it meant to be “Open and Affirming.” Dr. Don 
is also starting a Bible study on the book of Mark. I mention these to make you aware of the increased offerings 
online, and in particular, offerings that allow congregants to see each other without masks and freely interact. 
Since this pandemic situation does not appear to have a quick fix on the horizon, we are contemplating more 
online offerings in the future that would appeal to different people/demographics in the congregation. I will 
be sending out a survey asking what new offerings you might be interested in and which days you may 
be available to participate. I would love to see a wider breadth of congregants participating in these online 
offerings so that all of you are getting “fed” spiritually and/or intellectually by the church - like you were when 
in-person offerings were conducted. One item that’s near and dear to my heart is The Forum. I miss those 
lectures and lively discussion afterwards. I would like to see a live Zoom version of The Forum started so that 
folks can ask questions after the lecture and get answers. The Forum lecture would be saved online so that 
others who could not attend at the time of the offering can view it after the fact.  This and other items will be 
on the survey.

Discussions have already begun on next year’s budget for the church.  The Annual Appeal stewardship 
campaign will be moved back to October.  A proposed budget will be made in preparation for the stewardship 
effort and will be ready by the end of September. Decisions need to be made on budget priorities such as how 
online worship will be funded and whether we should add a new staff member for our youth.  Today, we 
have a purely volunteer effort being made by Jill Robinson and Tom Francis. They need more help moving 
forward, but budget concerns make this a choice that needs discussion and input from you.

Finally, we need to have more substantive discussions on how FCC should do outreach. Should we keep going 
the way we have or make a change? With the changes that have occurred in the past six months (Ecumenical 
Social Ministries dissolving, Black Lives Matters (Racial Equity) concerns, and Covid-19 raising heightened 
issues of food and housing security moving forward), we may need to re-think how our Mission Giving and 
Outreach is directed/conducted and pivot with the times. We also need to think about how and whether we 
want to participate in Black Lives Matter issues. Expect to see more on this and how we will do social justice 
as a church in future communications. We (Dr. Don & I) want to hear from you on these issues. Dr. Don is 
available via cellphone or email 480.322.5779 / don@fcucc.org). You can email me at billfcc@joyfuljourney.net or 
call me 719.659.9618.  Please leave a message if I do not answer. I will get back to you.

Take care, wear your masks, and stay vigilant.
Much Love,
Bill

A  M o m e n t  f r o m  t h e  M o d e r a t o r
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r

b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t
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M y  S a b b a t i c a l  -  P a r t  I
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  f o r  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g
In 2019, I received a Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Grant to pursue a three month 
sabbatical to be used for 2020. My final report is due to Central Theological Seminary 
by September 2022. Due to Covid-19, my original plans changed. My month-long 
trip to Guatemala to explore the Just Peace Movement of Central America was 
postponed: flights were reimbursed, lodging was cancelled, and plans erased from my 
calendar. I consulted with Central Theological Seminary representative Robert Saler 
who informed me that the grant use was extended to 2021. He also insisted that a three-month consecutive 
sabbatical leave was necessary, leaving the Guatemala trip for next summer. I was relieved I didn’t have to 
send back the $34,000 dollars, but now I had to figure out how to fulfill my grant in a quarantined situation. 

The theme of the grant was to fund a “time of renewal focused on mind, body, and spirit with the intent of 
expressing Just Peace in self, family, congregation, and community.” Though I was unable to benefit from the 
Guatemala trip (yet), I tackled the next question: could I benefit from being quarantined?

In many ways, you all joined me on the sabbatical journey. Being quarantined meant we all didn’t see each 
other or people from church. I did stop communication and welcomed Rev. Elizabeth Vincent to be the 
interim in my absence, but we shared the experience of isolation and “normal” turned upside down.

During the first month, I found myself sleeping… a lot! The thought, “I’m wasting valuable time,” nagged at 
me persistently. Like many others in quarantine, I pressured myself to clean out closets, get busy, and take 
advantage of the time at home. I know some people were very industrious during the quarantine... but my 

closet still isn’t clean. My lack of motivation actually had me worried 
that maybe something was wrong with my physical health. Then I 
listened to an NPR broadcast about quarantine depression. Excessive 
sleep is one of the symptoms. Once I let go of my self-judgments 
around resting, I learned to listen to my body instead of pushing 
to “do something.” I relaxed and let myself rest and sleep. One of 
my favorite restful activities was watching the sun travel across the 
backyard. I could finally see this time of rest as “good!” 

Next, I dealt with anxiety. Each time I emerged from my bedroom cocoon to watch the news, anxiety about 
the virus and what to do next wore me down. I learned that I was vulnerable to the virus because of my age 
and history of cancer. My husband started doing all the grocery shopping, and we would glove up and wipe 
down everything as it came into our house. My young adult son was afraid to visit because both he and his 
girlfriend were considered essential workers. My teenage daughter discovered the limits of online friendships. 
She thought she would never want to go back to school and now she longs for it. 

Then came guilt. George Floyd’s death started dominating the headlines and ignited the Black Lives Matter 
protests throughout the nation. I felt so torn. I had my health to consider and I was on sabbatical, but I wanted 
to attend. Thankfully, my wonderful son said he would go in my place. I still carried some guilt for not being 
there and felt that the “White Silence is Violence” sign meant me. Was I silent? 

In response, I started painting and realization washed over me: this is what the sabbatical is all about. How 
could I use my art to express Just Peace? I painted a painting of black folks who had lost their lives leading up 
to George Floyd’s death. While I was painting George Floyd’s face, I had his funeral playing on CSPAN in the 
background. The tears mixed in with the paint, and as I sang with the hymns, I longed for the black church 
and its resilience and hope. What power that service held. Church at its best!

It took awhile, but I did finally settle into a rhythm of rest. What I didn’t expect was how difficult it would be 
to rest and to rest well. Dropping everything sounds easy, but reality is that without my usual distractions 
of responsibility and activity, I had to confront and work through my guilt, anxiety, and fear. Going into 
sabbatical, I didn’t know how much attention my own heart and health needed. That first month was hard, but 
necessary, and so good. Stay tuned for more in Part II of my Sabbatical Report.
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Hi, my name is Rachel Rumple, and I am humbled and grateful to join the 
staff of First Congregational. My journey of faith has been nothing like I 
expected or planned, and I am sure it is a road with plenty of unexpected 
adventures lying in wait for me. I was raised going to church, and I had a 
career plan set out in stone. Everything changed when I entered a period of 

faith deconstruction starting in 2016 and quit teaching in 2018, leaving me feeling a bit unmoored.

Back in 2016, as the presidential election was underway, I watched 
the response of the faith community that raised me and felt confused. 
I had so many questions and too many of them were answered with 
patriotism and fear, not Jesus. That moment was an awakening for me; 
my faith couldn’t remain the same. At the time, my husband was in 
the middle of his Masters Degree in Theology, and we went to work 
deconstructing our faith. Josh was a huge help to me as we both began 
to better understand church history, Liberation Theology, and faith 
that’s lived out like Jesus - for the poor and marginalized.

From 2012-2018, I was an elementary special education teacher. I 
loved working with and advocating on behalf of the children who 
too often get cast to the side. Our school systems mean well, but we 
still have a lot of work to make things more equitable for those with 
disabilities. Ultimately, I burned out. Though I was highly qualified, 
excellent at my job, and loved my students, the demand was too high, the boundaries too few, and I 
could not sustain the work. When I quit, I also felt like I lost a piece of my identity. Part of my faith 
reconstruction has been better understanding who I am created to be, apart from what I can do.

For the past two years, Josh and I have worked on immigrating 
to Ireland. He was offered a job with the Church of Ireland in 
the fall of 2018 and we pointed our lives towards international 
living. Unfortunately, we were denied immigration permission 
three times. We landed in Puerto Rico in January 2020 for 
what was supposed to be ten weeks of interim work while 
we worked out Irish immigration. We ended up staying 
six months, four of those in a very strict lockdown due to 
Covid-19. Covid also ended our immiration efforts and we 
came home to Colorado.

Life has felt really uncertain for a few years now. However, 
through this time, I’ve really learned to let go of my own 
expectations and to be content. I’ve learned how easy it is to 

say “I trust God,” but how challenging it is to really believe and live it. I have learned more and more 
how to live whole-heartedly today, in the present moment.

Returning home to Colorado Springs and joining First Congregational feels like the first step on solid 
ground in a while. I am so grateful to be present here, in the FCUCC community and on staff. I am 
excited to join the work you are already doing in the church and in Colorado Springs. I hope to lend 
my talents and my heart to the greater mission you’ve already established. Thank you for welcoming 
me – being here fills me with joy!

N e w  t o  t h e  S t a f f  T e a m !
b y  R a c h e l  R u m p l e , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

r a c h e l @ f c u c c . o r g

Rachel and Josh Rumple
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F a m i l y  A f f i n i t y  G r o u p s  N o w  L a u n c h e d !
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
d e l @ f c u c c . c o m
In the last edition of The Communicator (June | July), I shared the plan of laity-led Family 
Affinity Groups, based on geographic and zipcode zones. As Jesus preached, we need to 
help shepherd and network “all the sheep” so that we may all feel we belong and support 
each other through this unprecedented time. We cannot do it alone – we need community 
now more than ever.

A heartfelt thanks to our team of leaders who have met by Zoom to share insights, 
understanding, and feedback from their efforts to connect. Of the thirty-seven families divided into the 
original groupings, we have collectively had responses from twenty-eight of them. The affinity leaders are an 
amazing group of women, who are bonding through this experience, and I believe continue to provide a solid 
foundation for families however the future unfolds. My, and I am sure, your gratitude too, is extended to:

Several initiatives have already been fostered through 
this network:

1)   A Zoom Family Scavenger Hunt was held on  
  August 9 where families problem-solved and  
  rallied ten interesting items, from something with  
  four colors to something most other houses may  
  not have. 

2) A Family Cycling Gathering in Piñon Valley Park  
  on August 16. Cyclists opted to ride their comfort  
  level. Thanks to the Kornmesser Family who led a  
  trail ride in adjacent Ute Valley park. Flat 'n  
  friendly riders explored a trail through the Piñon  
  Valley suburb, and beginners and tricyclists  
  could enjoy a paved path around the park. A fun  
  obstacle course with prizes added another  
  dimension, while parents could sit 6 feet apart  
  and simply enjoy catching up face to face. (check  
  out the next page - page 7 - for fun photos!)

3) Other initiatives being contemplated include:  
  meetings in a park for a) a book group and  
  b) parents with preschoolers.

Finally, I ask our congregation to appreciate the stress 
and strain on young families as they weave through 
this uncertain back to school year. I believe there may 
be many silver linings, but I also believe these past 
and future months have had such major impact on all 
of us, let alone in households managing various needs 
of diverse children and situations. Please hold them in 
your hearts and prayers.

Melissa McCormick – Rockrimmon 
Jenny Cavin – Monument
Kristina Miller and Anabelle Malcolm – South 
and Fort Carson

Jill Wright – Downtown
Sarah Lund – NE Colorado Springs
Kisti Felps – Westside

Zoom Family Scavenger Hunt 
- August 9

- PARTICIPANTS: Ethan and Jill Wright, Del Hokanson, 
Kayla and Emily Bond, Kisti, Silas, and Petra Jane Felps, Iris, 
Gus, Sarah and Rob Lund, Beth, Laura, and Harper Pfender, 
Matthew, Sam, and Alysa Webb, Amelia and Claire Radke.

- Sharing something most other houses might not have!
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A Fun Family 
Cycling Gathering
On August 16, we had a wonderful event! In Pinon 
Valley Park, we had 8 families, divided into 3 goups
 1)  Flat'n Friendly
 2)  Trail Trekkers
 3)  Beginners & Paved Loopers

Our Teen Ubuntus did a great job of leading in Ute 
Valley Park, stopping regularly and ensuring their 
riders were prompted about what was ahead and 
checking in with their team. In all, there were 22 kid 
riders, Dr. Don, Rachel and Josh Rumple. Thank 
you to everyone for joining us - especially Dennis 
Kleinsasser on his cool recumbent bike. Kids enjoyed 
the prizes of the slalom and obstacle course to hone 
their skills before they all left for their different routes.

It was a great day, with parents and kids loving to see 
each other the first time since March.
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Ella Worden, born in 1868 in Ohio and a graduate from Oberlin College, took 
a teaching position with the Santee Agency in Nebraska in 1888. The Agency 
was part of the Indian Missions across the mid-West, run by the American 
Missionary Association, Congregational Home Missionary Society. Here the 
idealistic Ella taught Santee Sioux girls the basics of what today we would 
call home ecconomics: laundry, ironing, cooking. Financial support for the Indian Missions started 
to dwindle as early as 1893 and so did school attendance. With this came a reduction in staff, and 
by 1896, Miss Ella found herself narrowly holding on to the position of Matron of Whitney Hall at 
Santee.

 Fortunately, in the summer of 1898 the 
Superintendent of Indian Schools held a three 

week long “Indian School Service Institute” (we 
would now call it a symposium) in Colorado 

Springs and Miss Worden was invited to lecture 
on “lessons in cooking and nursing.” Ella took 

the opportunity to check around, because 
within less than two months she acquired the 

position of Matron of Hagerman Hall, the 
young men's dormitory, at Colorado College. 

She subsequently joined FCC in September. 

We don't know of any detailed interactions Ella 
had at FCC, but the Colorado College students liked her. The Tiger, the college's student periodical, 
reported in April of 1899:  “The days of Professor Parsons' unquestioned superiority as a chaperone 
have passed. He now has a powerful rival in Miss Worden, the "dean o fellers.” Miss Worden has 
the genuine chaperone spirit, and her tendencies to inward rather than outward contemplation are 
highly appreciated...” and in September of 1900: “Miss Worden celebrated her "six-teenth" birthday 
(apparently a geeky reference to the 2nd 16th = 32nd) last week by treating the boarders...”  Ella 
didn't stay long at Colorado College though, for which we have no good reason. She briefly was 
matron at the Colorado Springs YWCA before she transferred to Pilgrim Congregational, Pueblo's 
second Congregational Church, in 1904. She probably went to live with family, maybe to help care 
for young niece Elizabeth, as we know that her 
one year younger sister Lillian had married 
Physician Joseph E. Peairs in Pueblo in 1902. Ella 
returned to Colorado Springs in 1909, where 
according to the paper of May 30, 1909, she 
became housekeeper of the Alta Vista Hotel. The 
City Directory, showed her there through 1910, 
but she didn't transfer back to FCC.

From 1911 for us the trail of Ella Worden goes 
cold, but at some time during the days of the 
dust bowl and depression she must have caught 
back up with sister Lillian, who had moved to 
Kansas and later San Diego, CA. Ella Worden 
died there in 1939.

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  L e a v i n g  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Hagerman Hall, Colorado College
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Homeward Pikes Peak (HPP) works with 
individuals to achieve their full potential 
in recovery and move towards permanent 
housing. Every day we house and counsel 
people struggling with homelessness and 
addiction because they often have no other 

options in Colorado Springs. By doing so, we save taxpayers 
over $5 million per year by reducing ER visits, 911 calls, detox 
stays, and psychiatric hospitalizations. Through our programs, 
individuals are able to become sober parents, effective employees and individuals with self-
sufficiency and dignity. 

We have three main pillars of our organizations: sober living housing, permanent supportive 
housing, and outpatient treatment. We accomplish this through Specialized Veterans Services, 
Housing First for Individuals with a Dual Diagnosis, Bloom Recovery Home, Project Detour, Harbor 
House Recovery Home, Street Outreach and the HPP Clinical Services.   

HPP approaches our work with a mindset that all people deserve and should have access to housing 
and an ability to work toward better health. Restoring dignity is our ultimate outcome that we help 
people achieve. Others are more tangible: increase personal income, become sober, maintain stable 
housing. But the personal transformation is far more rewarding. 

Most people do not understand addiction or how people can become addicted to drugs or end 
up homeless. There is a common misconception those with an addiction are lazy or just lack the 
willpower to quit or get a job. In reality, drug addiction and mental illness are complex diseases. 
Drugs change the brain in ways that makes quitting hard, even for those who want to. Fortunately, 
treatment can help people with their recovery and can help lead to productive lives.  Our case 
management team supports the residents to set personal goals, identify their action steps and then 
assists them to reach their goals. 

According to Corporation for Supportive Housing, a leading organization on housing and public 
policy, “access to safe, quality, affordable housing constitutes one of the most basic and powerful 

social determinants of health and is a cost-effective health 
intervention for homelessness and other extremely vulnerable 
populations. By improving health and wellness among some of 
the poorest and sickest individuals among us, supportive housing 
may contribute to reductions in the health gap within and across 
communities.” Homeward Pikes Peak recognizes that in order to 
address homelessness and drug abuse in our community, a holistic 
approach is necessary. We help individuals by bridging the gap 
between focusing solely on survival to focusing on health and 
recovery.  

A client recently shared this on a customer satisfaction survey 
administered by our contract manager, AspenPointe: “This is the 
very best relapse prevention program I have ever attended. I have so much 
admiration for the Harbor House and all the staff! I do not come here 
because I have to, I come because it helps me and because I want to. My 
decision, my choice. I love that."

W h a t  i s  H o m e w a r d  P i k e s  P e a k ?
b y  B e t h  R o a l s t a d ,  H P P  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  /  F C C  M e m b e r

broalstad@homewardpikespeak.org

Homeward Pikes Peak is a 2020 
recipient of First Congregational 

Church's MG&O grant award.
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J u s t  P e a c e  o r  S J N
b y  M a r g a r e t  R e i b e r , C o u n c i l  M e m b e r  f o r  C a r e  a n d  F e l l o w s h i p
m j r e i b e r @ g m a i l . c o m

Some “Justice” News,  or SJN, is the term 
Del Hokanson has created using “Some 
(Jesus, Justice, Joy) News” to help our 
children “make a difference in the world” by 
following the “justice walk of Jesus.” 

What a beautiful message our FCUCC children are living 
out through everyday activities. The Micah 6 message of 
commitment to Justice, Kindness and to Walk Humbly with 
God is alive through these children. What a message of hope 
in this challenging time!

When we were able to gather and sing, the Micah 6 message 
was a benediction we all loved and sang with gusto. Yes, I know we can’t gather and we can’t 
sing right now, but we can still live out the Micah 6 message. In fact, I invite you, urge you, to 
join our Just Peace committee at FCUCC. We have some exciting news to share and we need your 
commitment. There is a place for everyone at FCUCC to engage.
Here are some of the ways our Just Peace Ministry is living out Micah 6:

 • Participated in the “Pridefest Motorcade” on Pridefest Sunday to honor our LGBTQ stance as  
  an “Open and Affirming” church
 • Graced the pillars at FCUCC with a “Black Lives Matter” banner
 • Encouraged the Church Council to update our website to include and more accurately reflect  
  the UCC’s “Justice and Peace Action Network.” Visit www.ucc.org
 • Advocated for peace and justice issues as members responded through the UCC’s “Justice and  
  Peace Action Network”
 • Connected to the NAACP in Colorado Springs and the greater Colorado community in an  
  effort to combat racism
 • Became active in the Immigrant Advocacy Group, an arm of the “Accompaniment and  
  Sanctuary Coalition Colorado Springs”
 • Joined the Interfaith Alliance of Colorado following the Church Council’s unanimous  
  affirmative vote and  
  joined webinar. Please  
  visit interfaithallianceco.org

Membership in the Interfaith 
Alliance affords us the 
opportunity to engage 
professional leadership in ways 
that help us live out our Micah 6 
calling. Faith as a force for good, equal rights and freedom for all are carried out through three arms 
of the alliance: Advocacy and Action, Education and Empowerment, and Catalyzing Social Change. 
Here are some avenues we hope to pursue with them:

 Homelessness Voting Rights White Privilege Economic Justice 
Contact Wayne Bland, Council Member for Outreach wcbland3@gmail.com to see how you can join this 
ministry and help us live out our faith.
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We are now entering the sixth month 
of this pandemic. A year ago I do not 
believe any of this was on the radar 
screen for people, save the select 
few sitting in pandemic planning 

offices. The rippling tsunamis are exhausting. People are 
exhausted from even trying to look for the “silver lining.”  
We know they are there, but we are tired of talking 
or thinking about them. Television is boring, movies 
are boring, and the news is reduced to angry barking.  
(Unfortunately, there is no animal control to come and save 
us from news noise.) Some of us are back to work. Some 
dedicated souls never left. Yet times are not “normal,” at 
least not in the way they used to be.

Like many of the people I speak with, I am purging – clothes, books, the craft closet, everything.  
Then, I ran across a book given to me by my spiritual care giver when I graduated from seminary, 
Care of the Soul by Thomas Moore.1  Although written in 1992, it seems to me a book written for this 
time.  A book to shine a light on the path to our “normal.”
The following are excerpts.
 • “Care of the soul doesn’t mean wallowing in the symptom, but is does mean trying to learn from  
  depression what qualities the soul needs.”2

 • “Care of the soul requires ongoing attention to every aspect of life.”3

 • “Care of the soul is not a project of self-improvement nor a way of being released from the troubles  
  and pains of human existence.”4

 • “Ultimately, care of the soul results in an individual “I” I never would have planned for or maybe  
  even wanted.”5

Many of you may have read this book and formed your own opinions as 
to its worth. However, I am struck with the parallels of its message in the 
efforts of FCC’s Stephen Ministers to walk beside you with a torch as you 
seek your path to “normal.” 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;
may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. (Psalm 143:10)

Are you a person who chooses to serve your church community in this 
manner? Please talk with Pastor Jacque (jacque@fcucc.org / 719.635.3549.

____________________________________________
 1   Thomas Moore is an American psychotherapist, former monk, and author.  He writes and lectures in the fields of  
  archetypal psychology, mythology, and imagination. His work is influenced by the writings of Carl Jung and  
  James Hillman.
 2   Moore, Thomas: Care of the Soul. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 1992. 153.
 3   Ibid. 177.
 4   Ibid. 304.
 5   Ibid. 305.

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  a t  F C C
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t , S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r

j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

 
LORD, hear 

my prayer,  listen 
to my cry for mercy;
in your faithfulness 
and righteousness  
come to my relief. 

(Psalm 143:1)
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R e a c h i n g  I n ,  R e a c h i n g  O u t  R e t r e a t
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d , C h a i r  o f  M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h
p a u l i j h u b b a r d 4 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

FCC's BOOK 
DISCUSSION GROUP 

CONTINUES!
First Congregational Church has a 
wonderful Book Discussion Group and 
ANYONE is welcome to join in!

The current book is Chances Are... a novel 
by Richard Russo, and it will be the 
source of discussion during the next 
Zoom gathering on Sunday, September 
13 (4 p.m. - 6 p.m.)

Would you like to join in? You are most 
welcome! 

If you would like 
to learn more 
about this group, 
please contact 
Mary Jane Ray 
(mjray9999@yahoo.
com).

 

This summer, First Congregational Church's Mission Giving & Outreach sponsored a special 
retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center in Peregrine. What happens when eight people come 
together to learn spiritual practices which will lead them into a deeper and more meaningful 
relationship with the God within and beyond their understanding? Time will tell, and yet as 
we sat together and practiced contemplative movements and silences, as we took part in meaningful and rich 
conversations over meals and within class times, we all knew we were there for a reason and that the reasons 
would unfold themselves over time. Our mornings and evenings were shared with practices ranging from
centering and welcoming prayer, forgiveness and gratitude, zen meditation, qigong, guided meditation, lectio 
divina in nature, labyrinth walking, and rich discussions. Also, wonderful laughter. 

It wasn’t just those times of reaching in... it was also practicing the spiritual practice of service which seemed 
to complete our time together. Together we journeyed to La Foret to rake pine cones and needles. Together we 
headed south to Fountain to work alongside future homeowners with Habitat for Humanity. We drove back to 
St. Francis both afternoons feeling like we were apart of something bigger than ourselves!

On the opposite page, you will find some of the comments from our participants, along with photographs of 
some of our most memorable moments.

Perhaps we will do it again! The Mission Giving & Outreach Committee would like to thank all of First 
Congregational Church for your prayers for us and hope, in the future, we will see you on a life-giving retreat!
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“the opportunity 
to serve in our 
community was 
deeply impactful”

“I felt like it was the right mix of everything: that being contemplative time, active time and downtime”

"I liked the diversity of people."

“Would love to 

do this again!”

Peaceful, community, 

genuine

“valuable interconnections  

   between disciplines”

"Gentle, lovely, 

nurturing meditations, 

natural beauty. All 

a wonderful gift that 

was much needed."
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A joy-filled Teri Walton 
receiving a thank you gift for 

sharing Munchkin, the Donkey 
and their Woodland Park ranch 
with FCC for our online Palm 

Sunday worship service. 

A Message from David Acton, 
Director of Music Ministry
The Coronavirus pandemic has significantly changed the way we 
experience the world around us. As First Congregational Church 
begins to navigate into the fall and the beginning of the 2020-
2021 program year, I am excited to share that a host of wonderful 
musical and artistic possibilities are being considered. As of this 
writing, I do not have specific details, but I encourage you to keep 
an eye out for future email updates. If you are interested in being 
a part of the Music and Arts Ministry here at First Congregational 
Church as a member of one of our ensembles or other offerings,  
I encourage you to drop me a line (david@fcucc.org)!

Munchkin, 
the Donkey

Earlier this summer, Del Hokanson had the honor of delivering thank 
you gifts to all those who have stepped up to guide and share their 
spiritual journey with children as Sunday School teachers, Godly Play 
facilitators, and/or Grand”pair”ents. Here are some snap shots of people 
she got to deliver to! Thank you all, for your leadership and dedication 
to the kids at FCC.  



15 SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER 2020

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  J u n e  2 2  -  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

THANK YOU to all those who have served as liturgists, preachers, and music 
leaders during our online services, including Rev. Dr. Robin Meyers, Jerome 
Carter, Out Loud Men’s Chorus, the Lund Family, Ceil Malek, Connie Raub
Polly Strovink, Sarah Newbrough, Sky Foerster, Julie Keough-Mishler, 
Connie Kreider, Mollie Williams, Verl Holmes, all the folk musicians, 
and the many members of the FCC musical ensembles! We are truly 
grateful to Pastor Elizabeth for her interim service during the three months 
of Pastor Jacque's sabbatical. We are truly grateful to those who have been serving on FCC's  
Reopening Task Force, who assisted with the in-person worship services on August 30, including Paul 
McNeill, Andrea Barker, Tom Healy, Lynne Stefonik, Jenny Cavin, Linda Mooney, Eric Ridings, 
Jerry White, Lee Lehmkuhl, Rob Lund, and Dave Bribach. Thank you to the jazz musicians who 
performed on Jazz Sunday, for our first in-person, outside worhsip services, including Sarah Groh-
Correa, Tony Szajowski, Brian Hofflander, Lee Lehmkuhl, Pam Lehmkuhl, Eric Eberhardt, and Brad 
Easton, and thanks to Connie Raub and Pete Hokanson for arranging the worship flowers. During 
the summer, many have contributed to our SJN mission for immigrant children; thank you! Finally, 
we acknowledge Chris Ray, Jane Gazal, Lois Benson, and Jerry Jordan for walking with Dolly Eager 
during her last days.

CONGRATULATIONS to FCC member, Anya Powers, who was ordained on August 22.

We extend our PRAYERS OF SUPPORT AND THANKS to our Church Council who continue their
work for us, the faith community of FCUCC.

PRAYERS are offered for relief and courage for those suffering financial hardship; to students, teachers, 
staff and parents as schools begin to reopen; to those who are dealing with loneliness and feelings of 
isolation caused by health or age restrictions; to those who are living in care facilities and to those 
without caring family members. We send prayers for comfort and peace for the many people feeling 
the loss of community at this stressful time; and we prayer for the safety and well-being of our front-
line workers and caregivers in health care and service industries, such as Collette Lavoy at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital ICU. We pray for the communities in Beirut, Lebanon, who are recovering from a major 
explosion; to Howard Ray who is recovering from chronic respiratory condition; to Andy Kort who is 
dealing with a blood disorder; to Jack Barber, who is recovering from injuries sustained in an accident; 
to Sarah Lund who has been recovering from second degree burns (a flying, flaming marshmallow hit 
her forehead), to Ruth Koenigsamen, Dick Rhinehart, and Lesli Weaver who are all recovering from 
sugery. We pray for Lawrence Kolz who is experiencing ongoing health concerns, and to Rose Enyeart’s 
son, Mike Dornbach, who is recovering from a severe accident. Susan Holman is healing from surgery 
for perforated appendix, and Marilyn Fife has been recovering from a concussion. Prayers to Victoria 
Hansen and Stephen Scott for comfort in dealing with Stephen's health. Dot Semmens, Willa Babin, 
Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle Jordan continue to receive our prayers as they continue with cancer 
treatment. Celia Snyder and Dolores Green are being cared for in hospice; we send our prayers to 
them as well as their husbands John and Wil and their families. 

We offer CONDOLENCES to Brian Love and his Family, on the passing of his mother-in-law; to Sue 
Prendinger, Sara Doud, and Chris Carlson on the loss of their close and dear friend Maggie Hunt to 
cancer; to Amanda Wallingsford, Kelli Scarborough’s niece – following the death of her two-month 
old baby; to Ann Rule and Family, on the passing of her mother, Janet Carpenter on August 1; to the 
Friends and Family of Dolly Eager, who passed away on August 18; to Ben Young on the passing of 
his mother, Biloine Grace Whiting Young (aka “Billie”) on August 22.
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“Time to be finished with your 
spiritual childhood.  Time to grow 
up.  Fearing God and trying to obey 
God’s rules were the first stage.  You 
did your imperfect best.  Now you must outgrow 
fearing and obeying...the quest to get it right.  ‘Thou 
shalt be right’ was not on the Tablets.  I understand, 
you were kids, and it was natural that you should 
focus on the rules.  That’s fine.  But now I’m calling 
you to a deeper, more mysterious way.  I want you to 
love God and love each other.  The rest follows.

“I know this is more difficult.  You’d prefer to have 
the certainty of measuring your progress, using the 
rules as rulers.  But those rules have become your 
rulers,  governing your lives.  And when you are 
so busy measuring yourselves, you cannot be in 
relationship with God.  You make God a spectator, a 

judge.  The rules were necessary, 
and got you on the right track, but 
they’ve become a trap, a distraction 
from what really counts.  So much 
so, in fact, it’s actually easier for me 
to reach the ‘bad kids,’ who know 
they’ve been naughty, than the 
‘good kids’ who think they know it 
all.  It’s comfortable to know you’re 
doing it right, but there is more 
than comfortableness available 

to you.  Come out from the shore, into this deeper 
water, this mystery.  Trust me: this is how to grow 
into spiritual adulthood and fullness of life. When 
the focus is off you, your performance, how much 
you know...then you can really know…know you 
are loved absolutely, unconditionally, and know the 
Source of love.”

So what did we do?  Led by the most rule-
worshipping “good kids,” we killed him.  This is not 
about the Jews being uniquely wrong, any more than 
their chosen-ness was about being uniquely right.  
We all participated.  We mocked, scourged and killed 
him.  Even those of us closest to him betrayed him to 
save our skins. 

And what were the consequences of this ultimate 
failure to accept God’s love?  Wrath?  Flood?  
Locusts?  No!  More love!  Endless love.  As he died, 
Jesus forgave us, and his outstretched arms on the 
cross remain the symbol of his readiness to embrace 
us...whenever we are ready to let go and open to the 
mystery.   

How shall we view Jesus in context?  Perhaps Jesus 
was trying to awaken Israel from fundamentalism, 
that sneakiest of all forms of idol worship.  No 
religion has been fully awakened; in every age, every 
faith has anxious adherents--”Pharisees”-- who 
grasp at a false peace by reducing the love of God to 
a set of rules.  No doubt all of us resist Jesus’ rescue 
efforts when we cling to our favorite certainties.  
Larry Gillick, S.J., suggests that we view the Bible as 
a love story, in which God calls us from self-focused 
certainty into the mystery of love.  One summer 
afternoon, we took a leisurely walk outside Omaha.  
Larry shared some of his wisdom with me, which I 
summarize here:

God chooses Israel.  Of all the nations along the 
gymnasium wall, he says to her, “Will you dance 
with me?  I know you and love you because I created 
you.  I want you to know and love 
me.  Come to the desert first, where 
it is quiet, and you can know me 
without distraction.”  We are not 
to understand that this choosing is 
meant to exclude others.  But you 
need a partner to dance; every love 
story needs a heroine.  We are to 
identify with Israel.  We too are 
chosen, we too are the Beloved.

As the Jewish scriptures unfold, God loves, Israel is 
unfaithful (managing to bring the usual distractions 
along to the desert), God punishes.  God gives another 
chance, and over and over again.  God gives us lists, 
saying, “Love me these ways:”  Ten Commandments, 
hundreds of laws.  People fail.  We spend our love 
cheaply. Rather than pursuing the commitment 
with God, we have a series of affairs with false gods: 
glory, riches, power, lust, gluttony--you name it.  Idol 
worship, idle love.  Or worse, we go through the 
motions of loving God:  keeping the laws, but making 
idols of them.  The finger points to the moon, and we 
worship the finger.  And worship ourselves for doing 
it so well. God says, “Lists didn’t work, punishment 
didn’t work. I need to show them more directly what 
I mean.”

Jesus arrives.  Like Israel, after he is chosen, he goes 
on a purifying desert journey.  The same false gods 
follow, and make their appeals to him.  He shows us 
how to say “No” to them, by saying “Yes” to God.  
Not to score points, but to pursue his true love.  Then 
he teaches.

T h e  B i b l e  a s  a  L o v e  S t o r y
b y  C h a d  G l a n g , M e m b e r  o f  F C C
c h a d . g l a n g @ g m a i l . c o m



17 SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER 2020

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Paul Schwotzer 
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
OPEN
- Just Peace
Marcie Mayer
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Leadership Cultivation Committee
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sarah Lund, Victoria Hansen
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Kathy Kreps
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
OPEN
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Curt Daniel
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Ruth Roland
- Interim Accountant

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
Sarah Groh Correa
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians

NURSERY STAFF
Sean Drevs and Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse 
Ann Benson 
- Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp, 
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Phyllis White, 
Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Mallory Everhart, 
Samantha Garrett
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the summer.  
The next issue will be November | December 2020.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (November | December 2020 Issue)  
is Thursday, October 15, 2020.  

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


