
We are standing on the precipice of Advent, the season of watchful waiting. It is, as 
well, the time of imagination and preparation as we move towards the fulfillment of 
the reign of God. As we look out upon the mosaic that is America, what do we find 
there?

Do you remember the horrible reports on a young child forcibly removed from his mother and 
father? Parenthetically, we now know this was part of an intentional plan to deter asylum seekers 
from approaching the US border. The impact was a normal happy child, after approximately 
three months of foster care, returning to his parents with horrible attachment issues. He no longer 
recognized mom and dad with anything approaching normal connection. It was as though they were 
just two unrelated people. There was no emotion displayed by the child.

As I watched this child, I thought of how completely devastated I would have felt if this were one 
of my own children. Unbelievably, this was done intentionally not accidentally. Somewhere within 
the halls of our government, someone tasked with figuring how to stop these asylum seekers had an 
“aha” moment. “If we take their children from them they will stop coming.” So a parent in Honduras 
is faced with a choice. If I stay in Honduras, my son will die of violence. If I try 
to enter the United States, they will take my child. How would you choose?

How many times and in how many ways can I say? This is wrong. This is 
not my country. This is not the actions of a city of light nor any one of a 
thousand points of light. This is just morally wrong. Yes, borders matter 
and cannot simply be open. But taking children from their parents for 
trying to save their lives? My heart breaks!

We now find ourselves at another moment of moral import in our nation’s 
history.  We have Afghan families who have served this nation at great 
risk now seeking admission into our homeland.  The complaints already 
abound of social media. Here we go again. Don’t let it happen here in the 
Springs.  Let our Just Peace folks know we are ready to do our part and 
more.

As we stand on the precipice of Advent, as Christians, we are tasked 
with constructing the world Christ proclaimed. At the risk of seeming 
simplistic, I raise the following question: Can you imagine Jesus ripping 
a child from her mother’s arms or rejecting the presence of those who 
faithfully served this country?

Stand up! Speak up! Let your life be a witness to the one we follow!

A d v e n t  o n  t h e  B o r d e r
 b y  R e v .  D r .  D o n  L o n g b o t t o m ,  Tr a n s i t i o n a l  L e a d  M i n i s t e r

d o n @ f c u c c . o r g  /  480.322.5779
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As leaves fall from the trees and the air gets crisper, 
the activity level at FCUCC is heating up.  Since 
September, the number of activities underway have 
increased, and will continue to do so as we approach 
the end of the calendar year. 

Visioning
In September we began what I’m going to call our 
visioning process as a congregation, first by exploring 
FCUCC’s past through a virtual meeting for History 
Day on September 9, and then exploring who we 
want to be in the future at an in-person meeting for 
Mission Day on September 19.  We were not able to 
complete mission day activities on September 19, so 
another day was included for this activity on October 
17. We concluded Mission Day activities with a 
clear idea of who we are with five major categories 
identified: 

Spirituality | Radical Inclusion 
Multi-Generational | Living Micah 6

Active Social Justice 
Collectively, we produced a broad list of ideas for 
each area of what we want to do as a congregation 
in the future to advance our cause. This effort 
is intended to prepare us for building a church 
profile that reflects who we want to be in future so 
that we can clearly express this to potential lead 
ministers.  We are looking for someone to support 
and implement the vision we have, rather than getting 
someone who has a separate vision of their own they 
would seek to advance.

This leads me to the next topic.

Lead Minister Search Committee 
On September 30, the Church Council held a special 
meeting to select members of the new lead minister 
search committee.  Everyone selected had submitted 
answers to the questions I requested to help us 
better understand their motivations, perspectives 
and strengths they would bring to this crucial 
committee. Every council member used these answers 
as part of the consideration for selection.  There 
were thirteen candidates, but only nine positions, 
with two occupied by teens (Eli Hauber and Sylvie 
Robinson, both juniors in high school).  There was 
much discussion around each person selected, with 
deliberate care taken to include folks that represented 
important perspectives in the church.  The people 
selected are Jon Vigne (chair), Lois Benson, Ardith 
Hanson, Eli Hauber, Lee Lehmkuhl, Jennifer 
Malenky, David Riley, John Stefonik, and Sylvie 

I t ' s  a  B u s y  F a l l !
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r 
b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

Robinson. 

After announcement of the 
selections, I received feedback 
that a couple of areas in this committee 
could use more representation than what was already 
selected.  Specifically, there was a concern that though 
we have Jennifer representing the perspective of 
Generation-X parents of youth, we did not have a 
parent of young children on the committee. I want 
to stress that we did in fact try and get someone to 
represent this perspective, but could not find someone 
who could commit to the significant time demand this 
would pose without requiring “switching off” with 
someone else during the process, or who did not have 
a conflict of interest we were trying to avoid (such as: 
spouse of a Council Member, LCC member, or Staff). 
After much discussion during the October 14 council 
meeting, the council concluded Jennifer would 
remain the sole representative for this demographic. 
The Council and I believe she will be an excellent 
one! I urge all who are concerned about particular 
issues around this to reach out to Jennifer and let her 
know your thoughts/concerns so she can keep that in 
mind as the process moves forward. The other area 
of concern was expressed by our transitional Lead 
Minister, Dr. Don; he would like to see someone who 
has more overtly expressed a spirituality perspective, 
and requested that Pauli Hubbard, be added to 
the Search Committee. This too was discussed at 
length, and Pauli was then approved as an additional 
committee member.

At the time of this writing, the Search Committee had 
met once with Associate UCC conference Minister 
Erin Gilmore to get an overview of the search 
process.  Please keep this committee in your prayers 
so that they are supported spiritually and emotionally 
as they undertake the task of finding and selecting the 
prime candidate for 
our next lead minister.

Annual Appeal
There is so much 
going on, including 
the Annual Appeal 
which kicked off 
on October 24, 
and concludes on 
November 21; we 
also have 2022 budget 
review meetings in 
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For a hundred and ten years, First Congregational Church has continued its tradition of 
presenting The Christmas Mystery Pageant. This annual event runs like a thread through 
the very fabric of the congregation's history, uniting generations and kindling memories 
of peace, joy, family, and community. The Mystery is a musical drama complete with 

cherubs, angels, a seraph, wise men, and of course, Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. 

Based on biblical accounts, church legends, and cherished Christmas 
carols, The Mystery began in 1912 with a script by Helen Street Ranney, 
the wife of the Reverend William Watson Ranney - the fifth minister of 
First Congregational Church. It is performed each Advent, on the Sunday 
before Christmas. The Angel Choir is composed of our young people (high 
school through college) and the Seraph (lead angel) is sung by one of FCC's 
female vocalists. The Shepherds' roles are sung by members (high school 
and above), and the Wise Men solo parts are performed by baritone voices. 
Cherub children (preschool through eight years old) of the congregation 
come forward during the pageant to present a gift of song before the 
manger. The ceramic figure of the "Bambino" (Christ Child) and the censer 
carried by one of the Wise Men were acquired in Italy by Dr. Alfred A. 
Blackman's family around 1900 and lent to FCC for use in The Mystery. In 
2009, the Haney family gifted the family heirlooms to the church. The cruse 
for myrrh is like those from biblical times. One of the greatest mysteries 
surrounding this tradition is the identity of those who portray Mary and 
Joseph! It is a closelyguarded secret of the Team until the actual presentation, 
as a way of honoring a man and a woman for distinguished service to First 
Congregational Church in the previous year. The entire event is mysterious! With candles, darkness, singing, 
and the close gathering of many people, it is a beautiful and timeless process of portraying what the 'mystery' 
of Christmas is all about.

"This is the longest surviving tradition in our church," said Nancy Forgy who has served as The Mystery Pageant's 
chairperson for about fifteen years. "The Mystery Team, comprised of past years' Marys and Josephs, is devoted to 
maintaining The Mystery just as it always has been. It's a wonderful family tradition." The Mystery begins with a 
short organ recital provided by Director of Music Ministry, David Acton.

process.  As we did last year, Treasurer Polly Strovink and I will walk all attendees through the proposed 2022 
budget during pre-meetings for your edification and review. We are holding these to ensure you know what 
the budget is in detail before decisions and votes are made. I sincerely hope you make time to attend.  The first 
is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, November 4 at 6 p.m. via Zoom.  A minimum of two meetings will be 
held and a third will be scheduled if needed.

Regarding the Annual Appeal, I am asking each of you to participate in this stewardship drive. Last year we 
had only 50% participation in pledges (only 50% of congregants pledged), and it resulted in a revenue shortfall 
that had to be filled with PPP funds. This year the goal is for at least 80% of the congregation to pledge so we 
can meet our goal. If you haven’t done so before, or not for a while, please consider and submit a pledge for 
this year, whether it’s a one-time contribution, periodic (i.e. monthly, quarterly, etc.), or something in between. 
We are at a turning point and about to ask someone to trust us, join us, and lead us forward into our vision.  
Let’s extend that invitation with a critical show of support in the form of a fully funded budget that supports 
our staff and all the important things we do at FCUCC. Now is the time to step up with a pledge of any 
amount, if you haven't recently or ever done so in the past. We need you, and our new Lead Minister needs a 
clear message from us.

I’m not just saying this, I mean it. Together we can accomplish anything.

1 1 0  Y e a r s  o f  T h e  M y s t e r y !
 b y  E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

Dolly Eager & Jim Bramwell, 1991

mailto:emily%40fcucc.org?subject=
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Let’s just take a deep breath together. Seriously, take a deep breath.

Many of us are stressed, and the holidays can often bring a significant amount of stress to 
individuals and families. This is true for many of us, including our youth.

School, extracurriculars, social issues, complex social lives, an ongoing pandemic, and 
so much more have weighed heavily on young people. Ask any youth, and they will tell you how stressed 
they are. Stress can lead to getting sick more often, changes in behavior, anxiety, depression, and an overall 
decrease in their quality of life.

We must recognize that the sources of their stressors are probably not 
going anywhere. Can caretakers of our youth limit some of these stressors? 
Of course, but we cannot eliminate them entirely. I do not even think 
we should eliminate them because it is our responsibility to help 
young people become resilient. Stressors are inevitable, but being 
overwhelmed by stress is not.

One of my favorite ways to help is to empower young people to be their 
own problem-solvers. We adults love 
to swoop in and be the heroes of the story, but 
that is not necessarily our job or responsibility. 
Ask your child what they need to help reduce 
stress. Have ideas at the ready if they ask for help, but make sure to listen too. 
Remind them they can ask for help, and that we are ready and willing to do so. 
Sometimes, though, we may need to back off and let them work it out on their 
own. This helps build their own confidence, develop their own strategies, and 
become resilient people in the face of adversity.

The world is wild out there, and teens are more aware than any of us really are 
about the world around them. It’s our job to be aware of our teens, helping them 
when and where we should to become equipped to handle the stressors in their 
lives.

One more time - take a deep breath.  We are going to be okay.

T e e n  S t r e s s :  H o w  W e  C a n  H e l p
 b y  J o s h  R u m p l e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y
j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g

Parents Out Partying 
Somewhere

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, December 11, 6 PM

Home of Jane and Eric 
Ridings

   If you would like to be added 
to the POPS list, please contact 

Jane Ridings-  
janeridings@hotmail.com

Here are some 
helpful ways to 

help children and 
teens manage stress:

Sleep
Exercise

Fun
Mindfulness

Sarah Lund delivers one of her first Children's Message 
during a Sunday Worship Service.

mailto:josh%40fcucc.org?subject=
mailto:janeridings%40hotmail.com?subject=
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C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
 b y  S a r a h  L u n d ,  C o - D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y

s a r a h @ f c u c c . o r g

Thank you to everyone in the congregation and staff for such a warm welcome as I 
transition into my new position at First Congregational. I have had a great time getting to 
know and talk with you about your ideas for the children’s and family programs. 
In case we haven’t yet met, I would like to introduce myself. I was raised in Greeley, 

Colorado and earned a bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education at a small liberal arts college in 
Springfield, Missouri. Wanting to be closer to family in 
Colorado, I moved back after college and settled in Colorado 
Springs. I earned a master’s in educational leadership from 
UCCS and taught 3rd-5th grade in the public schools for eight 
years before taking time off to have my children. I eventually 
went back to the classroom as a guest teacher in 2017. I am an 
avid reader and enjoy time outside with my family and young 
dog. My children, Iris and Gus, are involved in the children’s 
and youth programs here at FCUCC. They both relish all 
of the conversations and relationships they have developed 
here over the past four years as they have learned and grown 
alongside of you. 

Del Hokanson and I, along with Ellen Miller, Chair of 
the Children’s Ministry Team, are currently working to plan Faith 
Formation Hour during Advent, as well as the 4:00 p.m. family Christmas Eve service. We hope to create 
meaningful experiences learning together during the 9:45 a.m. Faith Formation Hour and an interactive, 
engaging service on Christmas Eve. Please start thinking about friends or family members you might invite to 
worship with us during Advent this year. 

As I am getting comfortable in my new role at FCUCC, Del has been incredibly welcoming, gracious, and 
generous with her time over the past month. She has shared many of her responsibilities and duties, as well 
as her time, as we plan the next months together. She and I recently looked through the supplies and the 
organization of children’s supplies in the children’s ministry office and classrooms so I will know where 
everything is stored. Del has also helped keep me in the loop with the Godly Play Team and OWL classes, and 
I appreciate all that I am learning from her experiences. 

Looking to the future, I am starting to look for Faith Formation volunteers in the upcoming year. Right now, I 
am looking for several volunteers for these classes: 
  1st/2nd/3rd Grade class 4th/5th Grade class
All of the curriculum and materials are provided with very little preparation each week. I will provide a 
training session in early January for all teachers. If we can secure three volunteers per class for the winter 
session (January 9th-February 27th), this will allow for some flexibility to miss a Sunday or two. We will also 
have a spring session beginning after Easter if this might work better with your schedule (April 24-May 29). 
 

I am also look for opportunities during the next six months for families to help refresh the children’s classroom 
spaces... when the virus recedes enough to do this! I will be very excited to have some assistance with this task.
Please email me (sarah@fcucc.org) if you have questions or would like to talk about the possibility of serving 
next year.

I consider our children be an integral part of our congregation. We cannot be a vibrant, healthy church without 
our children and families. I believe we are meant to embrace and include our youngest members in every 
way possible in worship and congregational life. When we take the time to know the children in our midst, 
listening to their questions, teaching them about God, and praying with them, we strengthen those children’s 
connections to both the church and to God. I know we are working hard at FCUCC to define our path forward, 
and I am eager to see how we might embrace and encourage our children as an act of worship. I look forward 
to partnering with you to serve the children of FCUCC!

The Lund Family: Rob, Sarah, Iris, and Gus

mailto:sarah%40fcucc.org?subject=
mailto:sarah%40fcucc.org?subject=
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C h i l d r e n ' s  M i n i s t r y  f r o m  D e l
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,  C o - D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
d e l @ f c u c c . o r g

It is an exciting fall as we welcomed back OWL 
during the Faith Formation Hour to twenty teens 
in 6th/7th grade and ten kids in 1st/2nd/3rd 
grade. The Godly Play Team has stepped up to 
provide weekly preschool/kindergarten classes 
while the 4th/5th grade kids are masterfully 
guided by Alysa Webb, Lynne Stefonik and 
Jessica Babbs. 

This time of year always signals changes around 
us and this fall, transitions are also happening in 
the FCUCC Children’s Ministry.

Sarah Lund has transitioned beautifully into 
presenting the Children’s Messages. Sarah and I 
have been meeting weekly to go through the list 
of weekly, monthly and seasonal tasks that are 
ahead for her. Sarah has also been supporting 
Kids' Community Worship (KC Worship) and 
making the rounds during Faith Formation Hour 
while I have been subbing wherever needed. She 
has been part of the staff team and joining our 
Zoom staff meetings since mid-September.
Rob Lund has stepped down as chair of the 
Children’s and Family Ministry, in support of 
his family, while Sarah steps up in her role. We 
welcome Ellen Miller who has taken his place 
and become the new chair. I trust Ellen and Sarah 
will provide awesome leadership for the team.

Mission Day in September coincided with 
the first class of OWL/Sunday School, so a 

remarkable number of 
families were present. 
Some had to leave after 
the first hour, but we 
provided childcare for 
over twenty-two kids for 
two hours, providing lunch so parents could 
share their voices in the discussions.

Sarah, myself, and the Team are excited about 
planning a series of Advent Faith Formation 
workshops during Sunday School/Faith 
Formation Hour and, of course, the celebratory 
Christmas Eve service primed for families at 4:00 
p.m. 

mailto:del%40fcucc.org?subject=
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W e l c o m e !  T o  O u r  N e w e s t  M e m b e r s !
Chris Bonham
Chris has been searching for an 
Open and Affirming Church 
and found us! He loves that we 
are fighting for a world based 
on the principles of love and 
peace. He is a Client Support 
Supervisor and would like to 
be involved with our Racial 
Justice Affinity group. He’s a 
good writer and a social activist, 

especially around labor rights, fair housing and 
environmental issues. Interesting facts about Chris 
include his love of astronomy, he has 2 of his very 
own telescopes) and he is learning to play the guitar.

Marissa Villarta 
and Ryan Borth 
Marissa and 
Ryan come to our 
church because 
of the welcoming 
congregation and 
values of equality. 
Marissa and Ryan 
have both attended 
a UCC church in 
North Carolina and 
are glad to have 

found us in Colorado Springs. Marissa has digital 
marketing skills and Ryan is currently studying 
mechanical engineering and minoring in aerospace 
engineering. Marissa would like to get involved at 
FCUCC working with children. She loves yoga and 
hiking, and is an animal lover who does photography. 
Interesting facts... Ryan has traveled in 13 countries in 
and around Asia and Marissa is half Filipino. Marissa 
also worked in Disney World at one time, and Ryan's  
family owns horses in Asheville, NC!

Andrew Claxton
Andrew is a graduate of 
Oklahoma Christian University 
and works as a social worker 
in town. He was drawn to our 
church by the presence of the 
Black Lives Matter banner and 
the Pride Flag on our portico. 
Andrew served as a missionary 
to the Netherlands for a year. 
He is also a marathon runner 

who loves reading and his dogs.

Mike Harris
Mike is a personal and 
executive coach. He was drawn 
to First Congregational while 
looking for a Christ-centered 
community. He found FCUCC 
to be very different from the 
churches he had served in the 
past and yet immediately felt 
at home and deeply moved in 
the worship services. Mike’s 

strengths are a deep caring for people and building 
teams. Over the past 3 years he has sung in the choir, 
been in a 9-to-Dine group, and currently serves on the 
Just Peace Ministry team for Racial Justice. Interesting 
facts about Mike... he has four children and two 
grandchildren, one dog, and four granddogs.

Agnes Kehoe
Agnes is retired and lives with her daughter and 

son-in-law, Jennifer and David 
Montgomery. She has been 
coming to this community 
and is now joining because 
of our Open and Affirming 
proclamation. She is currently 
the coordinator of the 
Confidential Prayer Group and 
attends Sunday services and 
weekly Zooms. She shares her 
love and enthusiasm for this 

church with everyone she meets!

Thomas and Garfield Quintana
This married 
couple is coming 
to be involved in a 
faithful community. 
They love the open 
acceptance and 
friendliness of this 
congregation and 
its pastors. Thomas 
is a registered 
nurse who has a 

passion for theatre and the arts. Garfield is a records 
clerk, who loves bingo, gardening, and decorating. 
Interestingly, Garfield is a retired Sheriff’s Sergeant 
and they have two well-loved dogs named Ginger 
and Sparkles.
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A  S u c c e s s f u l  R e t r e a t !
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d ,  C h a i r  o f  M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h
mgo@fcucc.org

The following article was written in September, on the Mission Giving & Outreach sponsored 
retreat, "Reaching In, Reaching Out" at Benet Hill Monastery.

It’s quiet this early morning, our last day of gathering together on retreat. Our 
word collage traces our conversations, challenges and surprises which later this 
morning we will unwrap in review of this sacred weekend. We came together knowing, yet not 
knowing each other. However, through our times of food preparation and the communion of eating 
together, we began to tell our stories. 

An unplanned-for treat greeted us as we traveled to the Medicine Wheel on the property of Benet 
Hill. Listening and then entering this space brought emotion and enlightened glimpses which we are 
still unwinding in our hearts. Knowing that this was not part of our spiritual tradition, we were yet 
appreciative of all it offered. We performed acts of service as we cleared paths throughout the woods 
for future pilgrims who would walk in silence attempting to hear a word which would encourage 
them. Sometimes we were like a herd of cats in our attempts to organize our thoughts and actions as 
we listened intently to the needs of strangers in our midst who dearly needed us to treat them as vital 
contributors; then we drew our encouragement from bags filled with our care. Walks alone in the 
woods, tears of remembering, hugs, 
laughter, moving meditation, the 
criss-cross of ideas as we argued with 
the author of the book we had all been 
reading for months; all this and more.

Would it take days, months, maybe 
years to unpack the lessons that Spirit 
planted in our persons? Reaching 
inside to discover, reaching out in 
our service to those we might never 
meet; all used in the uncovering and 
preparation for future spirit growth.

CHANCEL STEWARDS TEAM IS 
CALLING!
Advent and Christmas are just around the corner!

Greetings to all of you from the Chancel Stewards Team. We 
are looking for members and friends who would like to help 
this team with the joy of creating a lovely, spiritual Chancel 
area each week as well as participating in the Hanging of the 
Greens for Advent and decorating the Sanctuary for the Easter 
season.  
This is not a group that takes a lot of your time, as you can 
sign up to tend to the Chancel for one Sunday, or take a month 
of Sundays. In addition, you can participate in the Advent and Easter decorating. If you have served on this 
ministry team in previous years, come on board again! If you are new, please feel welcome to join us! We have 
all kinds of supplies and people to help you... so give it a try! If you are interested, please contact Eleanor 
Law (eldavelaw@aol.com or 561.635.1887) and join us in giving a spiritual feeling to the Chancel each week!

mailto:mgo%40fcucc.org?subject=
mailto:eldavelaw%40aol.com?subject=


9 NOVEMBER | DECEMBER 2021

In pool, you rack-up the 
balls to start a new game. At 
FCUCC, we now have new 

bike racks to welcome pedaling 
visitors and congregants. Rack-up the bikes! 

After several years of planning and city 
permitting, FCUCC has worked with Fredell 
Enterprises, Inc., to install five new bike racks on 
East Saint Vrain Street, south of the Atrium. This 
phase of landscape work also included refreshing 
gravel in common areas, adding perennials, 
refreshing mulch in several beds, and updating 
the map and pattern of irrigation on the grounds. 
The pavers were selected to be compatible with 
the color and pattern of the Richardsonian stone 
rectangles on the walls of the church. Stand back 
and check-it-out! 

To complete this project, we wish to thank the 
Church Council for their support and Fredell 
Enterprises, Inc., the landscape constractors for 
their scheduling flexibility and expertise. We are 
also very grateful to Alan Severn for a jumpstart 
gift to honor his wife Pat’s memory, as well as 
additional financial and in-kind contributions.

N e w  B i k e  R a c k s  a t  F C U C C !
b y  S t e v e  G e t t y ,  G r o u n d s  Te a m  C h a i r

s g e t t y @ c o l o r a d o c o l l e g e . e d u

Editorial Note:
First Congregational Church is truly grateful to Steve 
Getty and Fawn Bell, who are both a part of the 
Grounds Ministry Team at FCUCC.  They have been 
working on this project for an extremely long time and 
we couldn't have asked for a better team! Thank you 
Steve and Fawn!

mailto:sgetty%40coloradocollege.edu?subject=
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C h r i s t  C a r i n g  F o r  P e o p l e  T h r o u g h  P e o p l e
b y  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

First of all, thanks to Jon Vigne for his excellent article in the September-October issue of The 
Communicator describing the history and purpose of the Stephen Ministry. The FCUCC Stephen 
Ministers are dedicated, caring people who continually seek to improve their ability to be effective as 
they walk beside that other person. Stephen Ministers do not seek to solve the problems of another 
person, but instead are a neutral yet caring ear and a loving heart.  I join each of them in saying that 
it is a blessing to serve in this ministry.

Yet, when do you know that you might need to walk a 
spell with a Stephen Minister? 
This summer issues from my personal and 
professional life collided leaving me filled 
with feelings of anxiety, sadness, and sagging 
hope.  I was not comfortable speaking openly with 
family or friends regarding the issues, but recognized 
that I did need to talk this through with a neutral yet 
caring person – someone who would listen to me, 
sometimes ask questions, sometimes let me 
answer my own questions, and join me in silent 

prayer.  I am so grateful that I recognized 
my own need and accepted the loving, 
caring, heart of a Stephen Minister.  The 
issues remain, but my perspective and focus 
regarding them are in a much healthier 
place.  The experiences of this summer 
have been painful, but, in facing them, 
they have been a gift offering strength and 
insight into myself as well as my role as a 
Stephen Minister.  The truth of the words 
that circumscribe the Stephen Ministry logo, 
“Christ Caring for People Through People,” 
are real.

If you are facing surmounting issues or 
an overwhelming problem, ask yourself, 
“Could I use a listening ear and a caring 
heart?”  That person is waiting for you. 

If you wish to have a Stephen Minister 
walk with you through a difficult situation 
in your life, contact Pastor Jacque (jacque@
fcucc.org).

Lead Minister Search 
Committee

We on the Search Committee thank you for 
your confidence and support, and ask that 

you keep us in your prayers.  

Jon Vigne, Lois Benson, Ardith Hanson, 
Eli Hauber, Pauli Hubbard, Lee Lehmkuhl, 

Jennifer Malenky, David Riley, 
Sylvie Robinson, John Stefonik

mailto:jacque%40fcucc.org?subject=
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Trail Trekkers 
Robert Jones, Trail Trekkers Leader
jonesschou@mac.com

The Trail Trekkers have continued 
to hike each week this fall including 
some trips into the mountains. 
We continue to enjoy being outside 
in nature and visiting with each 
other.  We plan to do some late fall – 
winter hikes this year, with weather 
cancellations or rescheduling as 
appropriate. It would be great to 
continue getting together. Colorado 
Springs offers some wonderful 
winter hiking venues, especially 
when it is sunny.  So, if you want to 
get outdoors, we would be glad to have 
you join us on a hike. We are going to try 
Tuesday hikes for a change of pace.
 
HIKES IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
 o Tuesday, November 2:  
  Monument Rock
 o Tuesday, November 9:  
  Fountain Creek
 o Tuesday, November 16:  
  Ute Valley Open Space
 o Tuesday, December 7:  
  Shooks Run from Safeway
 o Tuesday, December 14:  
  Garden of the Gods
 o Tuesday, December 21:  
  University Park Open Space
 o Saturday, January 1:  
  Participate in Colorado State Parks first  
  Day Hike 

A detailed announcement will be sent to 
the Trekker email list shorty before each 
hike. Changes due to weather can come 
out even after the hike announcement.  
Schedules may vary so pay attention to the 
hike announcement.  If you would like to be 
placed on the Trekker mailing list or have 
questions, please contact Bob and Karen Jones 
(jonesschou@mac.com). 

It Takes a Village
  ... is such a cliché phrase these days but it has  
  never been more relevant and needed. Sarah  
  Lund and I need to HEAR FROM YOU as  
  there are many opportunities for FCUCC folk 
  of ALL AGES to support the ministry with our  
  beautiful children. Have you imagined:
 • Sharing the first time a child hears about  
  Noah’s Ark?? - We have an experienced team  
  of Godly Play storytellers, but we need 4-5  
  helpers to sit and simply be with preschoolers.  
  With many helpers, the gift can spread to one  
  Sunday a month. 
 • Sharing a global version of a lectionary-based  
  curriculum with kids of elementary age? 
  The lessons are all laid out with options that  
  suit YOU. We need 6 teachers for the Winter  
  session beginning next January, and if we can  
  recruit more volunteers, your personal needs  
  and calendars can accommodate some  
  Sundays off, too. 
 • How about sharing a brainstorming meeting,  
  only one evening a month, to create exciting  
  events, themes and ministry for kids and 
  families at FCUCC? We are looking for one or  
  two more Ministry Team members.  
  Please contact del@fcucc.org or sarah@fcucc.org.

A view of the Trekkers enjoying the Cahill Loop hike at Mueller State Park.

mailto:jonesschou%40mac.com?subject=
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First Congregational Church of Colorado Springs first set up the Visitation 
Ministry in the fall of 2014 for the purpose of connecting with FCUCC members 
and friends in home or hospital for short, casual visits to maintain connection 
with the congregation. The efforts of our Visitation Ministry Team have  been 
impacted with the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus pandemic over what is 
now approaching two years. Yet these devoted volunteers have remained diligent 
in their efforts to reach out to our community through “safe visits,” phone calls, and cards.  

The FCUCC Vision Statement embraced by the Visitation Ministry Team from its onset is
“With God we set the table for all who hunger and thirst for connection to the 

congregation of FCUCC by bridging the gap between crisis calls of Pastors, spiritual 
health calls of the Congregational Nurse, and long-term spiritual companioning of 

Stephen Ministers, through casual visits connecting with members and friends.”
On September 10, 2021 members of the Visitation Ministry Team met in person for the first time 
since early 2020 to review our goals for the upcoming months.  All remain committed to our Vision 
Statement, yet we hope to enhance our efforts through an expanded approach to connecting with our 
community.  We welcome input from the broader community in this effort.  Please send your ideas/
thoughts/suggestions to Elizabeth Vincent (joatforever69@gmail.com) and check our future articles in 
The Communicator for updates to our efforts.

In addition, we welcome new members of all ages and backgrounds to join in this ministry.  Your  
participation whether through visits, phone calls, or cards, is welcome.  If you would appreciate a 
visit by a member of our Visitation Team or know of someone who would benefit from a visit, please 
contact Elizabeth Vincent (joatforever69@gmail.com).

V i s i t a t i o n  M i n i s t r y
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

Memos from the Gregg Library!

Publishers love to print Christmas books. Those 
jolly Santa Clauses and goofy-looking reindeer are 
a quick sale. They are easy to read, easy to forget, 
and can be expensive. The Gregg Library would like 
to offer something a little different. We’ve gathered 
some beautiful books about the true story of 
Christmas. Find them on the church website: Gregg 
Library, under Christmas-Juvenile Literature. They 
will also be displayed in the Gregg Library. Want some wonderful family time? – Check out these 
books!

As we hope most of you wonderful library patrons know, we at the Gregg don’t get very excited 
about overdue books. They may be returned late, but they are returned. However, having been 
through a year + of pandemic, and the library closed for over a year, we’re finding some real gaps 
in the collection. So, please look under the bed, empty that basket in the bathroom, or check your 
shelves. We’re ready to be overwhelmed with returning books! Need to contact the Librarian? 
Please email Jeanie Tate (jeneanetate@yahoo.com).

mailto:joatforever69%40gmail.com?subject=
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Book Discussion Group!

Just a quick reminder that our next  book is "Sooley" by John Grisham. 
If you need to get a copy to read, Angie Adams has an extra copy that she will gladly 
give to you. Please contact her directly to make arrangements to pick it up from her 
home. Our next meeting will be: Sunday, November 14 at 4 p.m., in person in the 
Gregg Library (vaccinated folks only, please). We decided at the last meeting that 
everyone would bring a snack and a beverage, (coffee, tea) for themselves. This will be 
tried for a while and then reevaluated. Masks are required in the Gregg Library.

9-TO-DINE returns! On January 9, 2022, we will begin sign-ups for 
Nine-to-Dine. You will be able to sign up to be part of this activity in the 
Founders' Room and Atrium after Sunday services. You can also sign up 
by contacting Lynne Stefonik. If you would like to be a group leader, 
please include that information in your email, to Lynne:    
stefolc@comcast.net  

9-To-Dine activities include groups of nine adults from First 
Congregational Church that meet together once per month to share a meal.  Meeting places and dates are 
determined by the people in each group.  Nine-to-Dine is designed so that members of our congregation can 
get to know each other in an informal setting.  Please sign up only if you are fully vaccinated for Covid.

Fun times at the 
All-Church Event 
- Fall Festival on 

October 24! 
 

A chili lunch and 
pumpkin carving 
creations - on a 

beautiful fall day!

mailto:stefolc%40comcast.net%20?subject=
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P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  Ce l e b r a t i o n
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

In 1949 FCUCC celebrated its 75th anniversary in a grand way. Under new pastor 
Rev. Thomas C. Dick, Jr., membership had risen from the recent depression 
slump of 375 to 480 (it would go in a few years to over 650). The newly confident 
church had established an anniversary committee of twenty-seven members, 
which included a few representatives from Colorado College (also 75 years old, 
thus coordinating the celebrations. It became a week long program book-ended by 
two Sunday services.

In the October 23rd service, previous pastor, Rev. Edward F. Manthei, preached “Standing in the 
Need of Prayer,” but music dominated with Mendelssohn's “Sixth Sonata” (Our Father, which art 
in Heaven), Clarence Dickinson's “Great and Glorious,” Mendelssohn's “It is Enough” (from Elijah), 
Handel's “Father of Heaven,” Gaulmant's “Marche Religeuse (sic),” the Doxology, and the hymns 
“The Church's One Foundation,” “A Mighty Fortress is our God,” and “O God, Beneath Thy Guiding 
Hand.” In addition there were choral responses: “In Thy Name We Pray” by music director and 
organist Jessie Newgeon Hawkes and an “Amen.” The choir was a quartet, paid and formally on staff.

The Anniversary Banquet that week was presided over by the church moderator Everett Shupe with 
food provided by “the women of the church.” It featured music, reminiscences by church members, 
and greetings from the Colorado Congregational Conference by superintendent Rev. Leon E. 
Grubaugh. The invocation was given by Rev. Manthei and the benediction by his predecessor Rev. 
Daniel Day Williams. These two and Rev. Lawrence M. Upton of Boulder's First Congregational 
Church, oldest Congregational Church in the state, were guest leaders for Wednesday's seminar on 
“Free and Non-conformist Churches.” It featured guest speakers Rev. Kenneth M. Smith of Wesley 
Methodist Church and well-known activist for peace in 
Korea , our own Rev. Helen June Knapp, and Rabbi Karl 
Weiner of Beth-El congregation, which had temporarily 
used FCC's library. That evening Rev. Williams, who had 
been Dean at Colorado College, but now was Associate 
Professor of Theology in Chicago, gave a lecture at Shove 
Memorial Chapel on “Faith and Freedom in American 
Higher Education.”

The October 30 service was led by Pastor Dick and featured 
the Reception of New Members, a Litany of Rededication 
of the church, and Communion. Rev. Dick's meditation was 
on “God's Mercies Mentioned” and of course there was a lot 
of music, among which Bach's “To Thee Will I Give Praise,” 
Brahms' “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place,” Dvorak's 
“Blessed Jesu,” and hymns “Joyful, Joyful we Adore Thee,” 
“Oh Brother Man, Fold to thy Heart,” and “Glorious Things 
of Thee are Spoken.” The latter had been sung at the laying 
of the cornerstone of the church in 1888.

At the end of the program it was stated: “The achievement of 
a united church, loyal, devoted, generous, with rapport between 
people and pastor restores our confidence. It is therefore, with 
courage, faith and anticipation, that we move forward toward the 
century mark, trusting as did our fathers, in the guidance of the 
Eternal to direct our ways.” FCC's 75th anniversary program

mailto:chris.steenbergen%40yahoo.com?subject=
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K i n d n e s s  B l e s s i n g s  A b o u n d !
b y  M a r g a r e t  R e i b e r ,  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r  f o r  C a r e  a n d  F e l l o w s h i p

m j r e i b e r @ g m a i l . c o m

Recently, I finished reading Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart, written by 
Kenneth Haugk, Ph.D., founder of Stephen Ministries. Dr. Haugk pointed out 
that, as Christians, God has charged us with a special mission of love --- to bring 
hope and compassion to others. Kindness Balms are one way to accomplish this 
purpose.  Among our members here at FCUCC, they are flourishing!

You may recall, the kindness project came about as part of a Tuesday night Zoom meeting from 
discussions on "What It Means To Be A Micah 6 Church.” Love and kindness have been shown to our 
congregation in a variety of ways: gifts of flowers, bouquets from church, homemade cookies, breads, 
muffins and casseroles, as well as cards, notes, emails, phone calls and personal visits, when safe to 
do so. It is evident, Kindness Balms are just simple acts that everyone can do.

We all know the pandemic has heightened life’s challenges. These acts of kindness, when delivered 
with love and compassion, can be a powerful antidote to loneliness and suffering. They always lift 
the spirits of the receiver. Even when health concerns prevent visits in person, some have chosen to 
donate money to be used by others able to make personal deliveries on their behalf. As Romans 12:5 
says, “In Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” In what ways 
have you reached out to our church body to show love and compassion with a Kindness Balm?

In his book, Dr. Haughk noted that Christians are called to be Christ to the world by incarnating 
his love so that others can see God through what you do. Many in our congregation are lonely, 
hurting or suffering from illness. These are people who can be assured of God’s presence and not feel 
abandoned by God, because through your acts of kindness they can see God. You can be a conduit of 
Jesus’ love.

Simple acts of kindness can have a profound effect not only on the receiver, but you, the giver, as 
well. Just ask those delivering Kindness Balms and they will tell you:  you will be blessed in amazing 
ways. What a privilege to bring joy and comfort to another person. Your kindness gift not only brings 
a ready smile, but it will lift your heart as well, for it is an opportunity to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus sharing God’s love, 

Note in Romans 12:6: 
“So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given us.” 

The God who blessed us to be a blessing to others 
is calling us to serve. This has been lovingly put 
in practice by one of our Stephen Ministers who is 
currently fighting cancer. She has continued to send 
the series of grief booklets to all church members 
who have lost a family member, even as her own 
treatment continues. She says she feels privileged 
to be able to continue to bring comfort to others 
and serve in this way. What is your gift and how 
can use it to serve others? Hear the words of Jesus 
from Matthew 25:45, “I tell you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.” Kindness Balms are just one way we 
can all use our hands and feet to make a difference 
in our church community. To God be the glory!

mailto:mjreiber%40gmail.com?subject=
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  A u g u s t  2 9 - O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 1
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

CONGRATULATIONS to Wayne Bland and also Lisa Mason on their 
retirements. Congratulations to Grace Ridings on her engagement to Santiago 
Bukovsky. We congratulate Kate (Henjum) and Bill Jaffee on the birth of 
Wyatt Joseph Jaffee on October 14, and overjoyed grandparents Nancy 
Henjum and Steve Kern.

We are THANKFUL to the Mission Giving & Outreach Committee for a wonderful Mission Fair in 
September, and grateful to all who assisted with the Fall Festival – both in providing food and time. 
During September and October, we held the HISTORY, MISSION, and PATHWAYS Congregational 
Gatherings. We thank all of our volunteer scribes and group leaders, as well as our guest facilitators 
Elizabeth Resnick and Jack MacPhail. Thank you to all who contributed to our TREX recycling 
plastic program. Our goal was to gather 500 pounds by December, and we exceeded expectations! 
We also recognize the many donors to the Clothes Closet for Immigrants! The Forum has returned to 
Faith Formation Hour on Sundays and we are grateful to our presenters so far - Rev. Dr. James W. 
White, Dr. David Weddle, Dave Seyfert, and George Houston. THANK YOU to the many musicians 
who have participated in worship services, including the Bells of Saint Vrain, the Summer Choir, 
Julie Keough-Mishler, Lee Lehmkuhl, Iris Lund, and Emily Bond.

PRAYERS have been given for those recovering from injuries and surgeries, including Lucy Bell, 
Jamie McDonald, Brian Hofflander (recovering from a pulmonary embolism), Marie Newbrough 
(recovering from surgery), Tom Francis’ stepfather Rob Blair (recovering from transplant surgery), 
Ben Young (recovering from knee replacement surgery) Linda Mooney and Kris Anderson (both of 
whom are recovering from hip surgery). Those who are dealing with ongoing health issues continue 
to be prayed for, including Miriam Giese, Miriam dePlomb’s cousin, Mike Gurrie, Richard 
Grebenstein, Reba Holmes, and Betty Lynn Mahaffy (who is dealing with ALS). We are grateful 
to hear that both Rob Lund’s sister Melissa and Amy Colwell have recovered from Covid, but 
saddened to hear that Scott Correa’s long-planned surgery has been postponed. Dr. Don’s mother 
June Gardener moved to Assisted Living. Prayers continue to be given for the many people in our 
congregation, our community, and our country who are dealing with cancer treatment, including 
Don Longbottom, Ketley Pierre, Nancy Cain, Pat Steffens, Dot Semmens, Linda LeMieux, Gayle 
Jordan, Judy McNew, and Jill Robinson’s dad.  

CONDOLENCES to Kathy Kreps and her family on the passing of her husband Burl on July 27. A 
memorial service was held August 21 in the Sanctuary. Condolences to Jill Robinson and her family, 
on the passing of her mother, Kay Evans on September 8. Condolences to Lynn Young and her family 
on the passing of her mother, Shirley “Sunshine” Mollen on September 9. Condolences to Mel 
Weissman, family and friends, on the passing of Peggy Weissman on September 12. Condolences 
to Rosemary DeBacker, on the passing of her husband Richard on September 16. Condolences to 
Jean Manthei, on the passing of her dog Honey.  Condolences to Lisa Mason, on the passing of 
her mother, Barbara Carlton on October 1 - a member of FCUCC since 1957.  Condolences to Alyce 
Morgan on the loss of her sister Jean Marie Gottardo. 

mailto:emily%40fcucc.org?subject=
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THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer. The next issue will be January / February 2022.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 

receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (January / February 2022 issue)  
is Wednesday, December 15, 2021. 

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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