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We Sing the Story

by Re v. Heath er Hag in duf f, Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org
It’s still October as I write this, and too early to start singing Christmas carols. But it’s
never too early to talk about them. Here are some fun facts about Christmas carols:
1.

The early Christians took over the rowdy pagan solstice celebrations and
used them for Christmas, where they sang the first renditions of carols.
2.
The word carol derived from the French word carole, which was a type of
		
circular dancing and singing.
3.
We almost didn’t have Christmas!! The language of every carol was Latin.
						
But much of the population did not speak Latin. So, the Middle Ages saw
						
a drastic drop in the popularity of Christmas altogether. It almost
						
disappeared as a holiday.
4. Saint Francis of Assisi breathed life back into Christmas with singing and drama! He created nativity
		 scenes in a cave, complete with live animals, and invited the villagers to gather around the manger
		 while he spoke about baby Jesus. Worshippers sang “canticles,” as St. Francis called them. The new
		 carols were sung in their own language, so that the audience could participate in the songs of praise.
		 This idea quickly spread to France, Spain, and Germany.
5. It wasn’t until after the Reformation that Christians sang Christmas carols in church.

This Advent, the theme will be "We Sing the Story."
Each Sunday, we will look at the stories of our beloved Christmas carols. We sing the story. This is true in that
the carols tell us the story of our faith. And they tell us something about who we are today too. Many of us
have a favorite carol. We could sing it from Halloween to New Year’s Day and
never get sick of it. And attached to that favorite carol, there usually is a memory. Table of Contents
For example, I can’t hear “O Holy Night” without thinking about singing it
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ALL-IN ADVENT + KIDS
Faith Formation Hour Experience

2

by Del Hokanson, Director of Children's & Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org

This Advent, we are hosting an "All In" Faith Formation Hour, inviting people of
all ages to participate in a musical congregational experience. The purpose of these
multi-generational gatherings is to celebrate together in a new way. Our Advent
theme is "We Sing the Story" and the weekly themes of HOPE (December 1), PEACE (December 8),
and JOY (December 15) will link and guide us on our journey together. We encourage families and
ALL folk of ALL ages to arrive at 9:45 a.m. in the Founders' Room where we will generate ministry
stoles before weaving together in a community musical experience. For example, on December 8, we
will welcome Judith Piazza, a guest presenter for Universal Dances of Peace. The Advent ministry
stoles remind us that Jesus is coming. We learn from him how to minister to, for, and with each other.
Come celebrate together.
OUR KIDS NEED YOU! Quoting Pastor Heather,
"at FCC we believe faith is CAUGHT and not TAUGHT."
But! We need helpers. There are different levels of
commitment.
1) KC WORSHIP WEEKLY HELPER:
No prep, single Sunday commitment, fits your busy
schedule. Come see what we do!
2) SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS for WINTER/
SPRING. Sign up NOW in the Atrium or contact Del
Hokanson for more information.
• Classes cannot happen without you
• Three teachers needed per class to spread
		 the load
• Seasons of the Spirit, user-friendly
		 curriculum makes it easy ( half-hour max.)
• Only five weeks to prep and lead, five weeks
to support, five weeks off - you decide your
		 schedule with your two team mates
• 1st Grade OWL: Sexuality and our Faith
		 will be led in the spring by trained facilitators
I am so grateful for Marilyn Fife and the Godly Play
Team, who have led that program for several years
and can now operate independently. Together with
releasing Kids' Community Worship offerings for
the early service, I believe there is more space to take
on Youth Faith Formation. With the encouraging
commitment of youth parents led by Tom Francis
and Jill Robinson, we have momentum for monthly
social events, that help build relationships, essential
for the success of any Youth program. I believe we
are getting there.
In my part with Sunday’s Faith Formation Hour,
my priority is to have fun, create team-building
activities combined with sacred moments of ritual

FALL KIDS'
COMMUNITY WORSHIP

Each Sunday, the kids have arrived from the
Sanctuary in the CLASSROOM OF HUMAN
RIGHTS where we sing "God is a God of Justice"
before setting the table to remind us God is present.
During the Fall, we have read scripture about Jesus
and his love for ALL people, especially those on the
margins. We then explore someone who models the
"Jesus walk" to help kids recognize that the justice
walk continues from 2000 years ago - and that we
too are responsible to continue that ministry to, for
and with each other. In September we focused on
Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, and Dr. Seuss;
we discussed how we can make a difference in
our world from inviting a new kid to sit with us at
lunchtime, to helping someone who falls, to giving
a team mate a water bottle who cannot afford one.
In October and November we recognize it is not
just adults who can mentor us, featuring Greta
Thunberg, Malala, Anne Frank, and Ruby Bridges
to our worship.
and scriptural reflection guided by the Lectio Divina
format. My hope is that we work together to ascertain
themes, but I am beginning with an orientation on
Systemic Injustice and how that plays out in their teen
experiences in their schools, sports, and social arenas.
In the new year, that theme may lead into featuring
guests from various faith communities during Faith
Formation Hour, hopefully with follow-up family
experiences at a Jewish Shabbat, Islamic Juma
worship, and Buddhist meditations.
We have an awesome group of teens - keep them in
your prayers.
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A Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols at FCC

by David Acton, Director of Music and Arts Ministry
david@fcucc.org

The final notes of the organ prelude hang in the air. Silence mixed with an aura
of excitement and anticipation fill the space. Then, the Director of Music points to
a chorister and red camera lights illuminate. That chorister, chosen mere seconds
before, begins singing Once in Royal David’s City to an audience hundreds-of-thousands strong. Thus
begins the yearly “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols” at the chapel of King’s College in Cambridge,
England a beloved tradition that has taken place since 1918.
It is commonly believed that the first Lessons and Carols service was conceived at King’s College. In
reality, scholars place the first Lessons and Carols service southwest of Cambridge in Truro, England.
The choir of St. Mary’s Parish in Truro traditionally sang carols around the town, until a restructuring
of the parish brought about new leadership and reform. This new leadership included a new choir
director who moved the choir’s caroling tradition inside the walls of the church, with a goal in mind
to keep citizens out of ‘public houses’ on Christmas Eve. In 1878, the St. Mary’s choir sang its first
carol service and in 1879, two scripture lessons, prayers, and a sermon were added, to the delight of
those in the congregation. The first named service of Lessons and Carols occurred a year later in 1880,
with a structure similar to today’s services at King’s College.
Since 1979, radio and televised broadcasts have
brought the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols across
the pond from King’s College into the homes of
millions, with countless churches inspired to adapt
that structure into their own Christmas worship
services. We at First Congregational Church
are excited to join this rich tradition in our own
offering of a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols this
Advent, on December 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
The framework of the Lessons and Carols service
allows for a lot of flexibility and opportunities
for musical offerings. Interspersed with the
traditional King’s College readings, the entirety of
the First Congregational Music Ministry will offer
their talents as part of the service. The Chancel
Choir will sing; the Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell
Ensemble will ring; our Flute Choir will play; our
friends in the Nexus Brass Quintet will join us; the
congregation will be encouraged to sing favorite
carols; and, though The Madrigal is taking a year
off, there may just be a few Madrigal favorites to
look forward to!
I am excited to invite everyone to this service
on Friday, December 6. From beautiful music to
traditional readings, visual art to warm beverages,
and everything in between; I think this service will
have something for everyone!
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1 0 8 Ye a r s o f M y s t e r y !

by Emily Bond, Director of Administration & Communications
emily@fcucc.org

For over a hundred years, First Congregational Church has continued its tradition
of presenting The Christmas Mystery Pageant. This family tradition runs like a
thread through the very fabric of the congregation's history, uniting generations
and kindling memories of peace, joy, family, and community.
The Mystery is a musical
drama complete with cherubs, angels, a
seraph, wise men, and of course, Mary,
Joseph, and baby Jesus. Based on biblical
accounts, church legends, and cherished
Christmas carols, The Mystery began in 1912
with a script by Helen Street Ranney, the wife
of the Reverend William Watson Ranney - the
fifth minister of First Congregational Church.
It is performed each Advent, on the Sunday
before Christmas.
The Angel Choir is composed of our young people (high school through college) and the Seraph (lead
angel) is sung by one of FCC's female vocalists. The Shepherds' roles are sung by members (high
school and above), and the Wise Men solo parts are performed by baritone voices. Cherub children
(preschool through eight years old) of the congregation come forward during the pageant to present
a gift of song before the manger.
The ceramic figure of the "Bambino" (Christ Child) and the censer
carried by one of the Wise Men were acquired in Italy by Dr. Alfred
A. Blackman's family around 1900 and lent to FCC for use in The
Mystery. In 2009, the Haney family gifted the family heirlooms to
the church. The cruse for myrrh is like those from biblical times.

The 108th Christmas
Mystery Pageant
Sunday,
December 22
4:00 p.m.

One of the greatest mysteries surrounding this tradition, is the
identity of those who portray Mary and Joseph! It is a closelyguarded secret of the Team until the actual presentation, as a way
of honoring a man and a woman for distinguished service to First
Congregational Church in the previous year. The entire event is
mysterious! With candles, darkness, singing, and the close gathering
of many people, it is a beautiful and timeless process of portraying what the 'mystery' of Christmas is
all about.
"This is the longest surviving tradition in our church," said Nancy Forgy
who has served as The Mystery Pageant's chairperson for about
fifteen years. "The Mystery Team, comprised of past years' Marys and
Josephs, is devoted to maintaining The Mystery just as it always has been.
It's a wonderful family tradition."
The Mystery begins with a short organ recital provided by Music
Director, David Acton. A traditional cookie and wassail reception
in the Founders' Room will follow the event. All are invited to bake
and provide homemade (nut-free) cookies, or bring cheese and
crackers, a bowl of tangerines, or something equally fitting!
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I n D u l c i bJ
ubilo
y David Acton,
Director of Music and Arts Ministry

david@fcucc.org

In keeping with the celebration of
our organ’s 130th birthday this year,
the organ program for the 108th
Christmas Mystery Pageant will follow the beloved
medieval carol, In Dulci Jubilo, through a timeline of
Christmas adaptations and compositions spanning from
Bach all the way to the present with a new piece, to be
composed in real time as an improvisation. The music
of Christmas has inspired generations of composers
throughout history to write beautiful pieces of music. I
am excited to explore this rich compositional tradition
even more this Christmas season using In Dulci Jubilo as
a guide, alongside other sacred and secular Christmas
music. I hope you will join us!

Snapshots from past years,
including The Mystery in 1956.
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A Peek in the Past: Alleluia
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by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Jessie Harriet Newgeon was born in 1899 in Connecticut
to Walter Bliss and Harriet L. Johnson Newgeon. Her
father died in Colorado Springs, when she was four
years old, so the family lived here, though we don't
know exactly how long. She gave piano concerts as
a child, before she went to study at Yale, where she
received a BA in music (organ). While there, she was organist and choir
director at several local churches. In 1930 she received her Masters of Sacred
Music from Union Theological Seminary in New York.

Mrs. Jessie Newgeon Hawkes;
from the Nugget, CC yearbook 1957

In New York Jessie met William Emory Hawkes, a missionary, who had
returned from a six year position in Greece. William and Jessie married in
1930 and they were sent by the American Board to Saloniki, Greece. For
seven years they were on the faculty of Anatolia College, he as librarian and
she as part time music teacher. In this period both their daughters, Mary and
Catherine, were born. Upon their return to the States, William studied two
years at Oberlin and then took up the pastorate at the First Congregational
Church in Woodbury, CT. Jessie
directed the music department.

In 1948 the family came to Colorado, where a new pastorate
awaited Rev. Hawkes. He died, however, of a heart attack and
Jessie found herself a widow with two teenage daughters in
the town of her youth. She quickly secured part-time positions
at Colorado College and FCC, later also as music teacher at the
School for the Deaf and Blind. At the College she was organist
of Shove Chapel and instructor of piano and organ. At FCC she
became the organist. Likely with encouragement from Pastor
Thomas Dick, she took on more tasks and formed a choir,
replacing the paid quartet, which the church had employed in its
services for nearly seventy years.
Mrs. Hawkes was FCC's very accomplished Minister of Music
for over nine years. However, after both daughters had gone
on to college, she moved on too, first to Doane College in Crete,
Nebraska and later back to Hartford, Connecticut, where her
Chancel with organ, mid-1900s.
daughter Mary lived and where she continued to perform on the organ. FCC
Note the choir space.
replaced her with an organist, Mrs. Oellerich, and a music director, John Fellen.
Jessie Newgeon Hawkes died in 1980 in Hartford, but is buried with her husband at Evergreen Cemetery in
Colorado Springs.
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
WITH DEL HOKANSON
You may be wondering how Del Hokanson’s
job keeps evolving to include Faith Formation
Hour with the teens. Over the summer,
Del's willingness to continue as an interim,
was to assist the reconfiguration of the
job description to make it a more realistic
encompassing of both Children's and Youth
Ministries. See page 2 for information on how she
is working with both ministries.

POPS - Parents Out Partying Somewhere!

Would you like to host the next POPS gathering?
We will get together during the following evenings: February
8, April 11, June 13, August 8, October 10. Please email Jane
Ridings (janeridings@hotmail.com) with your interest. These
gatherings can be whatever theme you like: potluck, sit down,
sit wherever, shared by one or more hosts, or can even be at
a neutral location. PARENTS OF ALL AGES are encouraged
to attend! This group turns 22 years old in January 2020 - let's
continue the tradition of getting together, sharing in food, fun,
and fellowship!
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Church Safety Awareness

b y t h e S a f e t y Te a m a n d R u t h R o l a n d ,

Director of Financial Ministry | ruth@fcucc.org

Building a culture of safety awareness at First
Congregational Church is Goal #1 for your Safety
Team. To accomplish this goal, we would like every
church member and visitor to consider themselves
an extension of the Safety Team. At a minimum, this
means that if you see something odd, you say something! You will also soon
have the opportunity to participate in safety drills, review posted safety
procedures, and get to know our official Safety Team members.
The Church’s Safety Team was formed in September, 2018 and consists of
Brian Kerrigan, Dennis Kleinsasser, Paul McNeill, Jan Netzer, Ruth Roland, John Stefonik, and
David Wilson. Prior to the formation of this team, a Safety Task Force made recommendations in
2017 to improve safety procedures at the Church. These recommendations included the hiring of a
Sanctuary Keeper, the procedure to limit access to one entrance during Sunday worship services, and
the addition of Shelter-in-Place capability in Sunday School classrooms.
In September, 2019, the Safety Team finalized its Threat Response Policy draft and recommended
it for Church Council consideration. After robust discussions at both the September and October
Council meetings, the draft policy was approved by the Church Council.
The stated purpose of the policy is to provide an as-safe-as-practical environment for all persons
attending events or working at First Congregational Church. The document defines threat levels,
roles and responsibilities, and threat responses. The policy states that:
1. Non-violent methods are authorized when addressing threats: physical restraint and
personal contact are a last resort;
2. The Church has a zero tolerance policy for violence on church property; and
3. The Church buildings and property are a weapons-free zone.
The Church Safety Team has now shifted from writing a policy
statement to communicating, training, and scheduling safety drills. The
Staff Team was trained on the policy a few weeks ago. On October 12,
the Team trained our dedicated Sunday morning ushers. On
October 13, the Team trained Sunday School teachers. Watch for
colorful Emergency Procedure posters to appear soon throughout
the buildings (thanks to Emily Bond). Also keep an ear open for
news about an upcoming Fire Drill!
Finally, due to the recent resignation of David Wilson, our first
Sanctuary
Keeper, the church will be engaging the services of G4S
Secure Solutions as our new Sanctuary Keepers.
G4S personnel will be in tan polo shirts with their logo, and
they will be unarmed per our church policy. G4S currently
provides safety services at four other churches; they are
well-trained in de-escalation techniques, crowd management,
crisis intervention, and customer service.
Questions?
Please contact anyone on the Safety Team!
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City Serve 2019
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b y R e v. D r. J a c q u e F r a n k l i n , M i n i s t r y o f P a s t o r a l C a r e
jacque@fcucc.org

In keeping with the Mission Giving and Outreach
Committee’s initiative to be more hands on, we
promoted City Serve Day which was October 9, 2019.
This is the third year for City Serve with over four
thousand volunteers from dozens of local churches and organizations.
City Serve is organized by COSILOVEYOU. Through listening to city
leadership, COSILOVEYOU forms outreach with the goal of partnering
with city initiatives and the local churches. They do all the planning and
logistics so that the congregations can sign up easily to be the love of God
in this place and time.
This is the first year that First Congregational UCC participated in this city-wide ecumenical church
outreach and we look forward to it again next year. We had fifteen volunteers - working with a
Fall Fest for the Helen Hunt neighborhood, helping out at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, and at
Ecumenical Social Ministries.
Jennifer Sundman wrote, “The morning crew spread mulch and completed outside projects so we helped by
affixing thousands of stickers to misprinted maps. I know our little group of three fixed at least 1,000 maps and
there were several groups working! Then it was fun to stroll around the zoo and check in on the animals.”
Rev. Heather Haginduff worked at Ecumenical Social Ministries and said that she met many other
church folks stocking the shelves of the ESM pantry and bagging groceries for families. Executive
Director, Rev. Ann Lantz told them all about ESM and the people they serve while they worked. It
was amazing to see the amount of food that is distributed from that place on the corner of N. Weber
and Bijou Street.
The Fall Fest for the Helen Hunt neighborhood was sponsored by Catholic Charities and their
program, Family Connection. This program combines a Family Day Center, Family Mentor Alliance,
and other programs for families experiencing poverty, crisis, and homelessness. We arrived early and
helped to set up the games, a lunch grill with hotdogs and hamburgers, and face painting/temporary
tattoo table. We partnered with the workers from Family Connections and learned that they do a
family enrichment activity every month. We met lots of families who came by to enjoy a beautiful
fall afternoon with their children in a safe and friendly environment. Plus we got to know each other
a little better too! Did you know that Mary Hope is excellent at applying temporary tattoos? Thanks
to Tom Francis, Connie Raub, Regina Kornmesser, Mary Hope, Ellen Francis, Jessica Cameron,
Trevor Kornmesser, Nicole Kornmesser, Corrine Smith, Georgia Smith, Alex Smith, Jennifer
Sundman, Marsha Garcia, and Pastor Heather!
Join us next year!
EDITORIAL UPDATE:
The following information was announced by COSILOVEYOU just prior to publication time:

2019 CityServe Day Impact!
"What an incredible day at CityServe 2019! Over 4,000 volunteers from 66 local churches and
another 15 organizations worked hard to show love and service to those in need in our city.
Thanks to all that hard work at over 185 project sites, we provided over $313,000 in service
and savings to our community in just one day! Schools, parks, community centers, nonprofits,
and neighborhoods all benefitted from the people of God moving en masse into the city."
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Help - Hope - Healing
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by Elizabeth Vincent, Stephen Minister
joatforever69@gmail.com

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of my
brothers and sisters, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:40

Help

|

Hope

|

Healing

These are the primary goals of FCC’s Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministers are trained to provide one-toone, confidential care acting as the hands, ears, and heart of God’s Word, Jesus.    
To accomplish these goals, FCC’s Stephen Ministers work together to:
• Bring awareness to the community of the purpose and services provided by
Stephen Ministry
• Obtain the necessary continuing education so we can best serve our carereceivers
• Provide support to other Stephen Ministry Team members
FCC’s Stephen Ministry is led through the combined efforts of its Leadership Team. This
team is comprised of lay leaders who have a caring heart as well as gifts and skills in areas of leadership,
teaching, and administration. Our leaders complete the Stephen Ministry Leader’s Training Course to
equip them with additional skills, knowledge, and resources necessary for implementing and maintaining
a successful Stephen Ministry within our congregation. Their central responsibilities are to establish the
values, vision, system, and plan for this ministry, to train, supervise, and provide pertinent continuing
education to its members, and to evaluate and improve the ministry, as needed.
This fall, FCC member Sibley Savoy joined FCC’s Stephen Ministry Leadership
Team. She attended the Leadership Training this summer in Dallas, Texas. Sibley
has served as a Stephen Minister for ten years and has been a part of FCC’s
Stephen Ministry for some five years. To Sibley, Stephen Ministry “fits” with her
understanding of what it means to be a Christian.
A self-described “Unicorn,” Sibley grew up in the “Canyon” area graduating from
Cheyenne Mountain High School. Earning her master degree in behavioral science,
she made her home in Houston for some twenty-five years where she taught
psychology at the University of Houston and served as a therapist for the dual diagnosis program.
However, it was one of the University’s satellite programs that Sibley loved best. Here she taught the men
at a minimum-security facility. Upon semi-retiring, Sibley moved to South Carolina where she established
a small antique business in Colombia that featured vintage jewelry. However, retirement brought her
home to the Springs.
Sibley’s passion for social justice continues to define
her. Fifty years ago, Sibley was an active advocate and
campaigner for civil rights, the anti-war movement,
environmental justice, and equitable health care. Today,
she continues to be active in these movements. Added to
these is her passion for rescue dog programs. She volunteers
numerous hours every week with New Hope Rescue. Sibley
has two little dogs of her own and she fosters some of the
more needy little ones, as needed.
This woman’s talents, skills, knowledge, passion and caring
heart are a blessing to FCC’s Stephen Ministry and the
community. Thank you, Sibley.

Sibley and her latest foster friend, "Oliver" at
FCC's Blessing of the Animals Service, Oct 13.
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Are you a person who
chooses to serve your
church community
with your unique gifts
and experience in the
same manner as the
Stephen Ministers?
If so, please talk to
Pastor Jacque
(jacque@fcucc.org).

Accompaniment Program
for Immigrants

by Connie Kreider, CS Sanctuary Coaltition Member
edu_connie@yahoo.com

A six-month pilot program which takes people referred from immigration
attorneys and matches their needs to trained volunteers is now underway in
Colorado Springs. This program is sponsored by the Colorado Springs Sanctuary
Coalition, a group of faith and immigrant leaders dedicated to building a Pikes
Peak region in which immigrants live without fear of detention, deportation, and the separation of
their families. First Congregational Church has been a part of this group since its inception.
Four members of FCC were trained on October 1, and selected ways they felt they could offer support
from the following options:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Navigating bus routes
Filling out change of address forms
Accompanying to court in Denver
Connecting to resources (health, food, clothing)
Accompanying to court in Colorado Springs
Driving to appointments/hearings in Colorado Springs
Why do this?
Accompaniment volunteers can build
relationships of respect, trust, and accountability
with people and communities most impacted
by injustice. Volunteers are not taking charge or
making decisions for them, but instead, we are
showing up and being present with them as they
learn to navigate life in our area. They are the
neighbors in need that Christ spoke of so often.
Watch the Primo Congo Weekly (eblast) and The
Communicator for further training dates at the
end of the year. If you would like to be a part of
our FCC focus group, please contact Rev. Jacque
Franklin (719.635.3549 /jacque@fcucc.org).
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An Artistic Partnership!
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b y M a r i e N e w b r o u g h , M u s i c a n d A r t s M i n i s t r y Te a m M e m b e r
mnewbrough@outlook.com

The FCC Music and Arts Ministry Team is
proud to partner with Cottonwood Center
for the Arts to produce visual art exhibits
that enrich the spiritual experience at church.
The juried pieces reflect themes from liturgy
and congregational life through the eyes of local artists from our
congregation and Cottonwood.
Cottonwood Center for the Arts’ award-winning art-onloan program can be seen at many local businesses, but their
partnership with FCC is special: they offer this highly-soughtafter service to our church for free because they feel so positively
about the ways our church serves the greater Colorado Springs
community.

Cottonwood works to promote a thriving arts district in our
Downtown and fosters our city’s growing creative industries.
They recruit their eighty artists-in-residence to loan works of art
that reflect the message of the FCC pastoral team’s sermons and
musical selections. Currently the pieces in our Atrium mirror the
themes of nature, animals, flowers, and renewal for our fall series,
Tending the Soil, Tending the Soul.
One of the ways we tend to our souls is focusing our energy on
things we can create. To paraphrase Rabbi Mel Glazer, "God
created the world and left it unfinished, so we could be God's holy
partners in making where we live a better, holier place."
Art has a huge connection to the spirit and we want to reflect
that in the Atrium art exhibits at FCC. In this next year we aim
to evolve beyond this display space, making visual art a way the
whole congregation can interact.
CALL TO ACTION: Are you interested in submitting a work of
art for future exhibits? To get involved, please contact our Director
of Music Ministry, David Acton (david@fcucc.org).
Installation of our latest Atrium Art Display. Photo credit: Eva Newbrough
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Margaret and Barb's Story
by Margaret Garrett & Barb DeGrand, FCC Members
grandgar@msn.com

Our journey to FCC began with a three-month hospital stay in 2012.
Numerous surgeries had occurred for Margaret, when their friends Jan
Johnson and Gloria Latimer paid them a visit. They brought a prayer
shawl with them to give to Margaret, explaining how each stitch had been
completed with a prayer. We were so grateful for the prayer shawl and were especially touched that
folks we didn’t even know from a church that we didn’t even belong to were so kind.
It accompanied Margaret during several more surgeries. Both Margaret and Barb felt wrapped in it's
love and comfort. Barb wrapped Margaret in it each time she was about to enter the operating room
and Barb wrapped herself in it in the waiting
room as she prayed for a positive outcome.
Barb again wrapped it around Margaret in the
recovery room. Margaret ultimately had to have
her leg amputated and once again, the prayer
shawl was with both of them.
We had been in the Sanctuary at First
Congregational Church many times over the
years and had remarked at how comfortable and
welcomed we had felt. During our hospital stay,
we had another conversation and came to the
conclusion that we would like to become part
of a faith community; FCC was where we felt
we should be. As a same-sex couple, it was not easy feeling loved and accepted by faith communities
but we felt that this church was different. Our hospital stay thankfully ended and we headed home to
begin our new normal lives, which now included FCC. We immediately felt the spiritual and loving
atmosphere at FCC and have become involved in the Usher Ministry. We also made the decision to
include a monetary gift for FCC in our wills. We felt that was the least we could do for this wonderful
church.
To say that our receiving a prayer shawl from our dear friends was the catalyst for many wonderful
experiences at FCC is an understatement. Although an amputation certainly changes ones’ lives, we
feel the prayer shawl helped us find our way to FCC and the amazing faith community it represents.
God has continued to bless us in so many ways in these subsequent years, but none more than being
active members of First Congregational where we worship the Loving God. We are beyond grateful!"

If you’d like to learn more about remembering the church with a gift in your will like
Margaret and Barb, please contact Ruth Roland (ruth@fcucc.org). Thank you!
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Gleaners in the San Luis Valley
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by Pauli Hubbard, Chair of Mission Giving & Outreach
mgo@fcucc.org

What does Mission Giving and Outreach mean?
One definition would be reaching out beyond your comfort zone and inviting others
to engage with you. It means touching another and becoming one with them.
In September, the MG&O Committee sponsored a two-day trip to La Puente in Alamosa for FCC
members and friends. It was a very enriching experience with a lot of work as we gleaned for our
friends at La Puente.
Please read on and enjoy some of the thoughts from our gleaners about their experience:
Attendees:
Kathy Beck, Pam Bland, Wayne Bland,
Pastor Jacque Franklin, Pauli Hubbard,
Karen Muise, and Mollie Williams.

Total Engagement! Wonderful donations from our
The experience at La Puente was more than I
congregation and being your representatives to La
expected. The fellowship of our group, La Puente
Puente and Alamosa. Wonderful conversations each
staff, and people we met as part of their shelter, all
combined with the work projects was a rewarding night. Sharing the load during the day and bringing back
experience. There was an openness with the staff and some potatoes to share with Food Rescue. Increased my
vision. Thank you for the opportunity!
people we met from the town that helped us feel part
- Pauli Hubbard
of the process of working and living together toward
a greater end result. Part of the good feeling was
from the process itself and the acceptance of staff and
people involved who guided us in our projects and
worked along side of us. There was a joy and
eagerness to help us experience what they had found
there. Certainly a Higher Spirit
guided us all. Even having been bitten by a dog, I
found the staff person, Shanae, very helpful in taking
us around to the Health Clinic and notifying the
police. A great big "THANKS" to Pauli for all the
arranging and keeping us notified during the
preceding months before our trip.
- Mollie Williams
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A great trip and very
meaningful! - Wayne Bland

I feel Wayne said it best for
me by saying our trip was
meaningful. We extended ourselves
as a group to travel to Alamosa with
the intention of being of service. We
were so genuinely welcomed at La
Puente and in the Alamosa
community as a whole. I still see
the faces and voices of the people I
traveled with and met. The small
community garden and the large
Martinez farm with potatoes. The
shelter and our Best Western with
wonderful white sheets. The food
bank and the farmer's market.
I appreciate it all. I am grateful for
all of it and more not mentioned. The
trip to La Puente is a seed planted.
- Karen Muise

Thank you all for coming to
serve with us. You are all
amazing individuals and
it was a privilege to work
with you. I really hope to
see y'all again.
- Respectfully, Hugh
Poland, Americorp
Volunteer

“If you have come to
help me, you are
wasting your time.
But, if you have come
because your liberation
is bound with mine, then
let us work together.”

Yes, thanks
everyone. In
telling our
story to staff we
are truly a mission force! Almost 200
lbs of potatoes!?!
- Rev. Jacque Franklin

This quote is taken from a
framed poster in the LaPuente
food bank. A profound litmus
test we must all consider as we
embark not only on 'mission'
work but every single day as we
walk side by side in this world.
- Pam Bland
Snapshots from the San Luis Valley: the evening sky blooming
lavender and gold; mountains encircling us as we worked gathering
potatoes for the food bank; tall, magenta amaranth shielding knotty
rutabagas in the community garden while we hoed and trimmed; cooks
and volunteers in the shelter kitchen greeting guests with a smile and
friendly conversation; Americorps member Hugh, our volunteer
liaison and Southern charmer, draped in children at the after-school
PALS program. A satisfying, educational and heart-expanding weekend
at La Puente! - Kathy Beck
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Congregational Life: September 1 - October 27
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THANK YOU to those who served as liturgists in worship, including Margaret Garrett and Barb
DeGrand, the Robinson Family, Marcie Mayer, Margaret Reiber, Sue Scott, Connie Raub, Sid
Shelton, and Verl Holmes. Special Music has been provided by many, including Teresa Latimer, the
Skylark Flute Quartet, Iris Lund, Ani Rose Whaleswan, Jenny George, Marianne Danehy, Joshua
Brown and members of Out Loud who performed with the Chancel Choir, and the FCC Flute Choir
with director Phyllis White.
Kids’ Community Worship, Godly Play Worship, Youth Ministry, and Sunday School has continued
to be facilitated with the help of Lois Benson, Ellen Miller, Julia Mesnikoff, Alysa Webb, Liz Eden,
Mollie Williams, Anabelle Malcolm, Sarah Lund, Lois Benson, Jane Gazal, Casey Scott, Anne
Rosenbaum, Julia Nace, Kisti and Maren Felps, Sarah Newbrough, Claire Radtke, David Bribach,
Andy Kort, Tom Francis and Jill Robinson.
Many people brought waters from summer travels which were blessed on Gathering of the Waters
Sunday. The Children’s Ministry Team assisted with the Rally Sunday set up; and the Stewardship
Team hosted the Rally Sunday Dinner on the Grounds. Thank you to everyone who brought potluck
dishes to share. Del Hokanson received wonderful assistance from Denise Ellsworth, Jessica Cameron,
Marilyn Fife, in the organization of Children’s Ministry supplies. Thank you to Carolyn and Larry
Patzer who donated books, and to Nathan Newbrough for providing concert tickets AND a backstage
tour for the Youth Group at the ENT Center for the Arts. We had a very successful Mission Fair – thanks
to the MG&O Committee, and individuals who turned out to represent FCC and participate in the
COS I Love You – Citywide Service Day. Finally, thank you to those who attended the Special Meeting
of the Congregation – helping us to make quorum.
CONGRATULATIONS to Ceil Malek, on the birth of her first grandchild, Frederick Giffen Jacob
Malek, born August 7 to Andrew Malek (baptized & raised in FCC) and Lillian Kingery Malek. We
also offer congratulations to Joyce Aubrey aka Mava Joyce, on her new book, Beyond After Shocks/
Reclaiming Self After Sexual Trauma.
We continue to lift up PRAYERS for the following individuals who are struggling with health
concerns: Jean Manthei, Pam Shockley-Zalabak’s daughter, Yvonne Zalabak Cotter, Michele
Spielman’s mother, Kay James, Lawrence Kolz, Dolly Eager, William McTigue’s father, Mike, and
Connie Brachtenbach’s mother, Christine Brachtenbach. Isabelle Kemp continues to struggle with
migraines; Judy Kolz is recovering from having broken her back; David Petersen’s sister Kaaren of
CA is dealing with cognitive decline; Dick Rhinehart, Angie Adams, and Judi Ingelido’s grandson,
Patrick Trumpore, are all recovering from surgery. Tom Hershberger, Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda
LeMieux, Gayle Jordan - all in cancer treatment. Prayers for Clay Taylor’s father, Bill, who continues
to be in hospice.
We offer CONDOLENCES to Gloria Latimer on the loss of her mother, Milly, who passed away on
September 18. To Cynthia Franklin on the loss of her husband, Charles. A memorial service was held
at FCC on October 11. To Ruth, Lee and Pam Lehmkuhl and their family on the loss of Neil Lehmkuhl,
who passed away on August 4; a memorial service was held at FCC on September 28. To Mike Wagar,
family and friends, on the passing of his wife, Karin Henriksen Wagar who died on August 16. To the
Nath Family on the loss of Cindy’s mother, Barbara Rae Jackson Abbot of Minnesota on October 6. To
Marilyn Robbins on the loss of her brother, John. To Don Drake, on the loss of his wife, Donna, who
passed away on October 6. Condolences also to Richard Grebenstein who was Donna's cousin.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.
THE COMMUNICATOR is published bi-monthly.
The next issue will be for January AND February, 2020.
We will not be including event information as much as we will be including
information about the life of First Congregational Church and the people of the church.
Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be more of an informational
notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to receive this weekly notice
via our website: www.fcucc.org.
If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We
invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (January/February 2020 Issue) is Sunday,
December 15. Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.
REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.

			
			

• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.

