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I spoke to a friend recently whose dog had just died.  It was sudden and 
unexpected.  Bandit seemed a little under the weather and then he was gone.  
Shock, guilt, and "why didn’t I take him to the vet?" Helplessness, overwhelming 
sadness, deep loss.

I am an expert in loss, having lost pretty much everything at one time or another; 
wife, child, friendships, job, beloved pups, even the pastoral calling. Loss is a 
forbidding yet powerful teacher. Like nothing else, it commands our attention. 
Loss grounds each of us in the terrifying present. At other times, however, fear of 

loss leads into an ungrounded and superficial life of distraction and denial.

While I love most animals (not rattlesnakes), I love dogs the most.  All my life I have marveled at how 
deep they touch me and I wonder why?  Who knows for sure but here is my thought.  We live in a world 
obsessed with ego gratification, being assertive, filling our space, winning and making sure we are 
respected and more...much more.

It is not so with our pups. They come to us wishing to play, to be held and above all to be loved.  Even 
when we fail them or treat them poorly they carry no grudges, they come 
when called, they seek our approval beyond all reason and expectation.

Jesus teaches us there is no greater love than that of one giving up his or her 
life for another. At the deepest core of my being, I am convinced this is true 
of our pups.  They love without limit. The Jesus narrative is, of course, the 
human face of this love.

It is a great gift and privilege to journey for a time in complete and 
unconditional friendship with your pup, or kitten, or with another human 
being.  These are the beings, rather than things, that give meaning and 
purpose to life.  It is in the nature of life that there is an ending as all living 
entities must and will pass.

The loss inherent to mortality can be 
devastating and horrible but it cannot be the 
final word. Catastrophic times such as we are 
presently experiencing cannot and are not 
the final word. Alfred Lord Tennyson  wrote, 
“Better to have loved and lost than never 
to have loved at all.”  The losses in life are 
indeed great but to have loved matters most. 
It is in loving that we immerse ourselves in 
the eternal. Faith, hope and love abide, but 
the greatest of these is love.
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Many have asked about the Sabbatical plans since the pandemic began. I have 
consulted with Robert Saler who is the Executive Director of the Center for 
Pastoral Excellence and the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program. He 
assured me that the grant money that we were granted will be available for 
two years. He directed me to take three months uninterrupted this summer with the travel part of the 
sabbatical to resume next summer. The program is allowing travel outside the normal three month 
sabbatical, but it requires that the three months of uninterrupted sabbatical happen this year. 

Current plans for the Associate Minister Sabbatical schedule:
May 17, 2020 – Commissioning Service and start of Sabbatical time.

August 11, 2020 – Rev. Franklin returns to her office at First Congregational Chuch, 
in her full-time Associate Pastor role.

The theme for this time remains the same: Renewing Body, Mind, and Soul through Spiritual Practices. 
This means enriching my soul through quality time with my family, visiting with long time 
friends, observing and making art, embracing a restorative rhythm of life, and being in touch with 
the natural world through horses. Meanwhile the Sabbatical Team at First 
Congregational Church will be exploring with the congregation a communal 
art theme that addresses a social justice issue. This exploration may continue 

through the summer with 
an implementation in the 
fall depending on sheltering 
in place and social 
distancing expectations. 
First Congregational 
Church member Elizabeth 
Vincent will take on the 
Interim Minister of Pastoral 
Care role in my absence. 
Elizabeth is ordained with experience pastoring 
a church and is already involved in directing the 
Visitation Team. 

The pandemic has changed so many things. 
The Sabbatical for your Associate Minister is no 
exception. As this season is teaching me; wait and 
see what God can do with this! If God can take a 
peasant from Nazareth and turn his ministry into 
a movement that changes the world, what can 
God do with a simple sabbatical?
Adelante!

S a b b a t i c a l  U p d a t e  2 0 2 0
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g
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During Church Council meeting in April, we had a spirited discussion about 
whether to go forward with a Spring stewardship campaign when we were also 
applying for a government loan to carry us through this challenging time. In 
a desire to be transparent and participatory, the Council deployed a survey in 

order to get a 'read' from all of you. The 
overwhelming response was in favor 
of moving ahead with the application 
of the loan/grant. As it turns out, we 
have in fact missed this first tranche of 
funding, but we will be reapplying.

We still questioned if we should 
continue with a spring stewardship 
campaign. The conclusion by Council 
was that conducting our own campaign 
made sense as we do not know that 
our application will be accepted. 
Additionally, there was a strong sense 
that we as a congregation ought to be 
paying our own way in as much as is 
possible during this time. 

There is of course the possibility that 
between the loan/grant from the Small Business Administration that we could over subscribe our 
budget. If that were the case, we would likely look at helping the Rocky Mountain Conference to 
assist some of our smaller congregations who are struggling in the current situation.  

As I read the feedback from our survey, the principal area of concern was the church/state issue. This 
is an area of concern that I too brought to the Council, and I would like to address it for a moment.  

Some years ago, ethicist Joseph Fletcher wrote a book entitled, Situation Ethics. Fletcher posits an 
argument that rules are always contextual, which is to say situation dependent. The situation that 
confronts First Congregational Church and most congregations today is the stark choice between 
accepting government money or the loss of loyal and competent staff. Ordinarily, I would frown on 
the use of government funding, but under the circumstances, it seems the better choice.  

Fletcher is a utilitarian which means he is looking to find the greatest good for the greatest number in 
every circumstance.  When I reflect upon the good that is 
done by our church staff, I am convinced that accepting 
funding in this one particular circumstance is the better 
choice.  

My first choice is that FCC find a way to provide for its 
staff while continuing to do ministry without the need for 
governmental funding. Towards this end I would ask all 
of you to give to the “Embrace our Ministry…” campaign 
as much as you are able. 

May God bless you in this time of challenge.

E m b r a c e  O u r  M i n i s t r y . . .  R a i s e  t h e  R o o f
b y  D r .  D o n  L o n g b o t t o m ,  T r a n s i t i o n a l  L e a d  M i n i s t e r

don@fcucc.org

How To Give to 
Embrace Our Ministry... 

Raise the Roof:
Visit https://www.fcucc.org/raise-the-roof  

or contact the Director of 
Financial Ministry, Glenda Laveck 

(glenda@fcucc.org / 719-635-3549).
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If you look in Merriam-Webster Dictionary, you will find the definition of “Raise 
the Roof.”
It’s an idiom meaning to make a lot of noise by playing music, celebrating, 
shouting. "The crowd raised the roof when the winning goal was scored."

In the Urban Dictionary, Raise the Roof is a dancing motion where the participants push both 
hands up in the air, as if performing a soulful military press with the hands open and facing up 
towards the ceiling (usually accompanied with a "Whoop, Whoop!"). The roof represents the 
limitations that loom over us. "Raise the Roof" begs that we work together to increase our mutual 
potential rather than oppressing competition. 

At First Congregational Church, the roof of our building has stood out over time. At one time it 
shone from a distance with silver shingles that made it look like a Hershey Kiss wrapped in foil. 
Since the historic restoration it is now a genteel earthy red. It still maintains its unusual shape 
and is easily spotted from a distance to identify “that” church. So when a theme was needed for 
our next campaign, “Raise the Roof” came to mind. 

We are Embracing our Ministry 
by Raising the Roof! 

Financials have a way of limiting outreach and ministry. The roof is the symbol of our current 
financial limitations. By working together, we can increase our mutual potential. We can "Raise 
the Roof!" - thereby embracing our ministries. The logo represents that intent. For each increase 
in gifts, a portion of the roof will be colored an earthy red.  We voted on a budget that will fund 
us until the end of May 2020. We have six weeks to raise the funds for the six remaining months 

of 2020. These funds will 
embrace the ministry of Just 
Peace, Open and Affirming, 
excellent online Services that 
reach across the world, care 
shown through virtual lillies, 
telephone calls, and deliveries 
through our care network, as 
well as opportunities to reach 
out to the city of Colorado 
Springs in a time of crisis. 
Embrace our Ministry... Raise 
the Roof! Whoop, Whoop! 
Together we can do this. And 
the unusual roof line of “that” 
church will continue to be a 
sign of God still speaking in 
this time and place.

R a i s e  t h e  R o o f !
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g
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The COVID-19 
pandemic has turned 
the world on its head 
as humankind works 
to figure out how 
to carry on in this 
unprecedented time. 
While our church 
is practicing social 
distancing, it is more 
important than ever for 
us to stay connected. In this short article, I am presenting two ways to do that through the Music and 
Arts Ministry at First Congregational Church.

The first is a Musical Prayer, which will be a collective recording of musical congregants and anyone 
in our church community playing or singing "Dona Nobis Pacem" - the famous round - which 
translates to "grant us peace." It is well known among musicians that so-called "virtual choirs" are 
very challenging to put together, which is why detailed instructions will be available. All of the 
necessary information is now available via the church's website - www.fcucc.org.

The second opportunity is a hashtag initiative on 
social media. #fccartathome is a way for you to 
create something and share it with the community. 
This could be musical performance (outside of 
the Musical Prayer), visual art, baking/cooking 
creations, gardening, poetry, writing, sewing/
knitting creations, photography, or anything else 
you can think of. Simply take a video or a picture 
of your creation and post it on social media 
(Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter - we may not find 
it on other platforms) with the hashtag reference, 
#fccartathome. You can see everything that has 
been created by searching for that hashtag, and we 
will curate a collection of our favorite creations that 
we find. If you do not engage with social media, 
feel free to email us your videos/pictures instead.

M u s i c a l  U p d a t e s  f o r  2 0 2 0
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y

d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

#fccartathome

Members 
of the Music 

and Arts Ministry 
Team, with support from 

the FCC Staff, have decided 
to cancel the final concert for 

the Music and Arts Ministry, 
which was scheduled in June. 
Instead, please stay tuned to find 
out about other projects that 
our Music and Arts Ministry 
will take on!
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O u t r e a c h  D u r i n g  C O V I D 1 9
b y Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin, Minister of Pastoral Care
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

Pikes Peak Continuum of Care
An isolation 
shelter opened 
in April in the 
Colorado Springs 
City Auditorium 
to house 
homeless citizens 
presenting with 
symptoms or 
confirmed cases 
of COVID19. 
It provides respite care to persons experiencing 
homelessness without overwhelming our local 
hospitals' emergency rooms and providing an 
alternative to rapid spread of the virus in shelters 
or encampments. The Pikes Peak Continuum of 
Care staff coordinated the emergency effort that 
included city and county leaders, major health 
systems, medical professionals, area shelters, 
multiple nonprofits, transportation services, police 
and fire, the Pikes Peak Library District, and more. 

Want to Volunteer 
in the City?
One of the best websites 
for listing church volunteer 
opportunities to help during Covid19 is cosiloveyou.
com. This organization is involved with directing 
volunteers to assist in 211 calls (the emergency 
number for immediate assistance for housing, food, 
shelter, mental health resources, etc.). 
The goal of Cosiloveyou is to unite 
and ignite local churches for the city 
of Colorado Springs. Their website is 
easy to read and follow. As one of its 
member churches, First Congregational 
Church is kept abreast of their efforts 
and linked into great opportunities to help. 

Mask Crafters
Want to make home-sewn masks for healthcare 
workers? Mask Crafters is reaching out to the 
community for help. Connect with a larger 
coordinated group like COVID Mask Crafters  
who are in communication with facilities and 
hospitals around the country about their specific 
needs. 
Currently the needs are:
 • People with sewing machines to sew  
  masks
 • People to donate materials (fabric, bias  
  tape, etc.)
 • People to pick up and deliver masks
 • Financial support for shipping costs to  
  rural Colorado facilities in need. 
Visit them at https://covidmaskcrafters.org/ for 
further information and to find out how you can 
get involved.
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K i d s '  C o m m u n i t y 
i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  Q u a r a n t i n e

b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
del@fcucc.org

I wonder how we can help kids to understand the spiritual importance of 
community? I wonder how we can get closer to the anguish and pain of the walk 

of Jesus and identify disparities in our world? In the busy-ness of our cultural world, with school, 
sports games, birthday parties and playdates, do children ever get to slow down and wonder what 
it feels like to fill time? If I try to reflect positively on the rarity of the “now,” we may be offering 
opportunities to develop spiritual gifts for our children that are difficult to create otherwise. With 
this rare time, several opportunities to share in new ways have emerged for our families and kids’ 
community.

MULTI-GEN PENPALS:
I have been thrilled to see several national and facebook media articles recommending, kids write to 
elders in Assisted Living homes. This reinforced an idea I have always wanted to try, but family lives 
were simply too busy. They varied family-to-family, and most were already in rhythm and did not 
need one more thing. This quarantine period has opened up some new opportunities to have kids 
practice their writing skills, learn about stamps and snail mail, and connect and help understand 
how this quarantined time impacts all ages. Meanwhile, our elders get personally connected to our 
youngest; perhaps this can help fill a gap of aloneness when their families are not nearby and gives 
them a chance to share at new levels. My biggest hope is that when we are able to slowly return and 
gather as a community, we may have created a whole new web of connectedness in our congregation. 
People in pews may recognize the children. Maybe they even sit together. Maybe we have a late 
summer potluck where we “set the table” together or maybe parents may get a night out as their kids 
are with their grand”pair”ents. We often refer to “sticky faith” occurring when a child is known by 
name by three or more adults in a congregation. We release this possibility into the hands of God… 
and our letterboxes.

We had forty-seven kids invited to initiate contacts and with the help of Pastor Jacque, we tried 
to identify forty-seven elders who would match a child in some way. The list included elders over 
seventy-five; unfortunately we do not have enough children to match up all of you out there! If you 
are a disappointed elder who would have liked to be involved in this program, please contact me and 
I will try to create a network for you.

Penpal Feedback:
“I’m enjoying hearing about my pen pal Wil, who is 90 years old. He has over 1,000 books!” - Gus Lund

“I’ve learned that my pen pal Ruth took piano lessons when she was a girl, until she was in college. It’s fun to 
get to know someone I didn’t know before." - Iris Lund

"I learned that Jeannine liked to draw animals (especially horses) when she was a child - just as I do! She also 
has a dog who makes her laugh alot... just like mine." - Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff

“The kids loved getting mail back!! We will be writing them back very soon.” - Claire Radtke
“My kiddos were thrilled to receive a response back from their penpals. My youngest got right back to writing her 
penpal again, once she received a response back. It has been good for my kids to think outside of themselves in this time. 
Being stuck at home (in our own misery) gets hard and it is easy to lose sight of the happenings in the world. It has been 
encouraging for them to hear that other people are in the same boat and to hear how it is affecting others differently. I love 
that they are able to hear from the older population during this time.” - Emily Bowker

For some photos of the kids, please turn to page 11!
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K i d s '  C o m m u n i t y :  R i s e  a n d  M e n d
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
del@fcucc.org

On Easter Sunday, we shared how each feather written with our intentions to help mend 
the world can make a difference. These feathers were snail-mailed to families in the 
first week of the quarantine period with the hope of providing a spiritual activity that 
fed into the Easter season. On their own, they do not seem much, but when combined 
together, they can make a beautiful set of wings that can raise up goodness, especially 
when we trust the loving wind of Jesus being present and raising us all together. Below is a list of just some of 
the contributions from our FCC kids and parents. Our wings will be visible upon your return to the Founders’ 
Room.

 • I can mend our world by picking up trash  
  when it blows by
 • Connect with friends
 • I am trying to say thank you to  
  someone every day
 • I am trying to help around the  
  house more
 • Serve my purpose in this world  
  that God gives me
 • I will make chalk art to make people happy
 • Recycle – re-use
 • Support health care workers
 • Focus on how to make the world better
 • Including COVID-19 affected people in our  
   daily prayers
 • Make a point to personally thank essential  
  workers such as those in grocery stores,  
  restaurants
 • I will financially help charitable organizations
 • Thank our doctors, nurses, while we pray for  
  them
 • Try and stay healthy
 • Share the story and love of God with others
 • Pray the corona virus goes away
 •  I will take care of and clean nature
 • Grow to share the world
 • Pick up trash

 • Love beyond differences and stand with those  
  needing justice
 • I will be a positive example for all in my life so  
  they know they are loved and can help create  
  change
 • Work for clean water in our community
 • I will listen to understand versus respond
 • Try to not get mad over stupid things
 • I will give a smile away to a stranger
 • Figure out a way to make electricity without  
  pollution
 • Love on my kids without losing my temper
 • Turn the lights off
 • Wash hands and stay home 
 • Help make meals, do errands, and help where  
  I can
 • Check in on family and friends during the  
  pandemic
 • Be a community partner
 • Continue to write to my penpal
 • Smile to my friends on a Zoom meeting
 • Deliver food to people who need it
 • Do what I can for the environment and reduce  
  criminal activity
 • Stay home so I don’t help spread the virus
 • Be kind to everyone
 • I can help hold the door open for someone
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P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  A  C a r i n g  M a n
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n

c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m  

When in 1961 the Rev. Holland resigned, FCC didn't look far for his
successor. A full year earlier they had named the Rev. Joseph W. Carroll as 
their Associate Pastor and within a year he had become well liked, especially
among the youth. Joe Carroll gave up his part-time chaplainship at the Air 
Force Academy and became FCC's head minister.

Joseph W. Carroll was born in 1923 into a large family in Chillicote, 
Illinois. His early widowed Irish immigrant mother, Anna provided 
for her family as a house cleaner. Joe served in World War II with 
the Marines in the South Pacific and upon his return studied for his 
undergraduate degree on the GI Bill (a law that provided a range 
of benefits for returning World War II veterans). He subsequently 
acquired his Master of Divinity degree at Chicago Theological 
Seminary and was ordained in 1959 at First Congregational Church 
of Wyoming, Illinois. He and his family, his wife Betty Jane and four 
children, came to Colorado Springs in the following summer.

According to our long term members, Joe Carroll was a genuine 
caring pastor, who was nearly universally appreciated. He 
considered himself not as effective as he would have liked to be, 
because of his personal problems. Those demons, as he later called 
his addiction, possibly brought about by PTSD, caused him to 
commit a financial impropriety. In 1967 the Trustees asked for and 
received his resignation, which was accepted with regret. In the following two years our church was 
served by interim ministers, the Rev. Vince Shively and Dr. George Bryant Drake.

After Clinical Pastoral Training the Rev. 
Carroll became Chaplain at Penrose Hospital 
from where he departed in 1979 to Green 
Valley, Arizona, where he worked at the 
Community Mental Health Center and from 
1987 as Associate Pastor at Valley Presbyterian 
Church. In 1989 he received the Interfaith 
Council's Paragon Award at the occasion of 
which Sister Joyce Rowland called him, "a 
caring man, caring for people and helping 
them care for themselves." 

Showing that there were no remaining 
ill feelings, Rev. Joseph Carroll attended 
FCC's 125th Anniversary celebrations. On 
that occasion, he preached on "The Healing 
Touch." He died in 2004.

Joe Carroll around 1999

Reverend Joseph W. Carroll
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FCC's Weekly Devotional
Did you know that First Congregational sends out a weekly devotional online?! Yes! Every 
Wednesday at noon, via email. The devotionals are also available via the FCC website: 
https://www.fcucc.org/home/devotionals
Since September 2019, weekly devotional writings have been written by members of FCC, who 
typically follow the Common Lectionary used by most mainline congregations. (You can find a 
copy of the lectionary online - Year A: https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu//

 This is an ‘in-house version’ of the Still Speaking Devotionals which the United Church of Christ 
puts out daily. If you are not familiar with them, you can view samples at the following link:
https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional

Do you enjoy writing? Do you enjoy scripture? Would YOU like to consider writing an FCC 
Weekly Devotional? If you would like to learn more, and find out how to get involved, please 
contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org). 

A family’s
multi-faith
experience

July-Aug
summer

2020

M u l t i - F a i t h  M o n d a y s !
First Congregational Church's own Director of Children's and Family Ministry, Del Hokanson has 
been working with a wonderful team of multi-faith leaders in Colorado Springs for four years! 
This unique and this inspiriting team of multi-faith leaders continue to plan for this summer's 
Multi-Faith Mondays Family Camp. 

Of course, in light of the current social distancing regulations, our plans are subject to change. 
However, we continue to work towards providing this unique event for families in July/August. We 
hope to send out more information and family registrations by the end of May!

What are 
Multi-Faith Mondays?

FAMILY hostings at FCC, 
Islamic Masjid, Jewish, 
and Buddhist temples with 
the theme of "Hospitality," 
ending with community 
drumming and a potluck.

Shanti
Salam

Shalom
 Peace

If you would like further 
information about this 
community event, please 
contact Del Hokanson (del@fcucc.org). 
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A n  O p e n  D o o r 
b y  C h a d  G l a n g ,  F C C  M e m b e r

c h a d . g l a n g @ g m a i l . c o m

Four year old, Selah Bowker writing a 
letter to penpal, Patti White

Amelia & Sawyer Radtke reading their cards 
from Sharron & George Waterhouse

Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff reading her  
card from Jeannine Bramwell

“Hurrying is not of the devil; 
hurrying is the devil.” - C.G. Jung

The Chinese character for busy-ness 
comprises two symbols:  HEART       KILLING

The cobblestone square in Venice is surrounded 
by walls built during the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries. Though behind the facades are distinct 
buildings, what one sees from the square is an 
oddly graceful, hodge-podge continuity. Vivaldi 
composed The Four Seasons here, and behind me is a 
grand hall where I’ll hear it performed this evening.  
This large space began as a medieval soup kitchen 
and homeless shelter. After a couple of centuries 
it was appropriated by the upper class, to become 
a school for Venice’s best and brightest… adorned 
with a parquet marble floor, and magnificent 
paintings on walls and ceiling.

In front of me is an unassuming wooden door, 
partially open. I enter. A small, warm sanctuary.  
More homey and welcoming than the many 
imposing cathedrals which are all towers and 
marble and gold. I want to be here, I want to rest. 
Post-Gregorian chant sacred music softly fills the 
space. A dozen tourists from several countries mill 
and murmur. 

I am drawn to a simple carved wooden crucifix, 

perhaps three feet tall, in the back. I sit before it.  
Having stumbled across Jesus in my wanderings, 
I reflect on how he made his historical appearance 
in another easy-to-miss place… a far corner of 
the Roman Empire. “Feed my sheep,” he said; 
and for this he was killed. How inconvenient to 
be reminded of hungry sheep, when there are 
religious and political hierarchies to maintain. For 
those in power, there are places to go, people to 
see. Membership has its privileges, as American 
Express reminds us. How inconvenient when Jesus 
says, “In God’s Kingdom, there are no outsiders…
everyone is on the inside.” So we killed him. Silence 
that voice, please, when it interferes with business 
as usual.

And so it is with the “still small voice within.” Our 
ego, seat of self-focus, has its Pharisaic business 
to attend to. “Hey! Can’t you see how busy 
(important) I am?  I can’t possibly stop, sit and 
listen.” So, each day, we replay the Passion. The 
Sanhedrin convenes, the vote is clear. Ego says one 
more time, “I’m in power, and I have important 
things to do.” In fact, we’re so busy doing them 
that we don’t even know we are silencing that quiet 
voice of goodness, somewhere off in a far corner 
of the inner Empire. Until one day, when we are 
somehow drawn to a partially-open door…

F C C ' s  Y o u n g  P e n p a l s
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This is THE time to plant a garden. Ideally make it an edible and native plant 
garden which will provide healthy, local food for you and your neighbors. 
To plant a garden is to believe in the future. As I write this article, we are 
approaching Arbor Day; a fruit tree would be most appropriate.

During both World Wars and the Depression between, there 
were literally hundreds of Victory Gardens in Colorado Springs, 
providing food and helping the community.  The Chambers 
Family, who farmed at what is now Rock Ledge Ranch, had six acres of asparagus, apple, and cherry 
trees, and numerous fruiting shrubs and vines including gooseberries, currants, raspberries and 
strawberries. I can attest based on what is in my garden that all of these grow here.

Nothing can make one feel more grounded than having one’s 
hands in the soil and growing food. In Colorado, we have the 
amazing gift of our sunshine. There is currently a national effort, 
Cooperative Gardens Commission, to encourage folks to grow at 
least some of their own food at home. Not only do you get, fresh, 
local food, but there are many advantages, physical and mental to 
gardening. Local nurseries are offering curb-side service. One can 
call ahead and order seeds, starts, soil amendments,… and they 
will deliver to your vehicle and collect credit card information. 

I am always too happy to offer advice if anyone is seeking! There 
are numerous information sheets on our local El Paso County 
Extension site - https://extension.colostate.edu/publications-2/. This 

is the time to get planting areas prepared; some veggies such as 
shelling peas and greens can be planted now.

The New York Times recently published the following article about the tradition of having Victory 
Gardens: 
 • Food Supply Anxiety Brings Back  
  Victory Gardens: 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/dining/
victory-gardens-coronavirus.html?smid=nytcore-
ios-share&fbclid=IwAR0BsPeZUE5_L8vBfNm1_
seH5difOOZed76DbQZGuQc2nmgAlBAff6mYg_0)

A quote from a favorite gardener: 
"I can think of no better form of personal involvement 
in the cure of the environment than that of gardening. 
A person who is growing a garden, if he is growing it 

organically, is improving a piece of the world. 
He is producing something to eat, which makes him 

somewhat independent of the grocery business, 
but he is also enlarging, for himself, the meaning 

of food and the pleasure of eating." 
— Wendell Berry

G e t  P l a n t i n g  N O W !
b y  J u d i t h  R i c e - J o n e s ,  M e m b e r  o f  F C C ' s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e  G r o u p
j r i c e j o n @ g m a i l . c o m

"Creating peace, one garden at a 
time."  Tammi Hartung

GARDENING RESOURCES 
FOR THE FCC COMMUNITY

Focussing on two master gardeners, who are 
excellent resources for edible gardening in our area: 

Larry Stebbins and Scott Wilson.

LARRY STEBBINS:
 • https://thegardenfather.com/

 • https://www.facebook.com/larry.stebbins1

SCOTT WILSON: 
 • http://www.gardenerscott.com/index.html

 • https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 
   UCWsI0LmiDyezbnN2JCL4P9w
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Many thanks to all who tuned into the first ever 
VIRTUAL POPS event on April 12. By a hair, we 
had the biggest crowd we've had in over a year.  

Suzanne and Brad Bayer plan to host the next 
POPS event, scheduled for Saturday, June 
13. As usual, an Evite will be sent out three 
weeks ahead. If you would like to be added to 
the mailing list, please contact Jane Ridings 
(j a n e r i d i n g s @ h o t m a i l . c o m ) .
We hope that this in-person meeting will be 
possible, but if we can't meet, we will aim to hold 
another virtual gathering.

WHAT IS TRAIL TREKKERS?
This is a hiking group that gets together throughout 
the summer months to enjoy nature, get some 
exercise, and share in fellowship. The group usually 
starts hiking on a weekly basis in late spring and 
continues through early fall. There are no age 
requirements, but the trails are selected with an 
eye toward being appropriate for active seniors: 
easy and moderate difficulty and two-four miles in 
length. The group likes to hike slow enough so we 
can enjoy nature. Hikes are on weekday mornings, 
but the day-of-the week may vary. Hikes are 

mostly in Colorado Springs or surrounding public lands. Occasional hikes start a little further way. 
Typically, we go to lunch together after the hike to 
continue conversations.

We do not currently have any hikes scheduled, due 
to COVID-19. Hikes will restart when it appears safe, 
keeping in mind that our group is predominately in 
the high risk age group.  Announcements of hikes will 
be sent out by email. You may watch for the hikes in 
the church's weekly e-blast - the Primo Congo Weekly. 
If you would like to receive hike announcements or 
more information about this hiking group, please 
contact the group coordinators, Karen and Bob Jones 
by email, text or phone:  jonesschou@mac.com, 
(512) 922-0747 (Karen) or (512) 921-0667 (Bob).

T r a i l  T r e k k e r s
b y  K a r e n  a n d  R o b e r t  J o n e s ,  T r a i l  T r e k k e r s  C o o r d i n a t o r s

jonesschou@mac.com

P a r e n t s  O u t  P a r t i n g  S o m e w h e r e
J a n e  R i d i n g s ,  P O P S  C o o r d i n a t o r

j a n e r i d i n g s @ h o t m a i l . c o m
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P i k e s  P e a k  H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y
b y  D u s t i n  A l a r i d ,  I n  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r
d u s t i n @ p i k e s p e a k h a b i t a t . o r g

Many of us are spending more and more time in our homes these days. And 
while there is no doubt that stay-at-home orders are frustrating, inconvenient, 
and frightening, I am sure we all have a newfound appreciation for having a safe, 
comfortable, and decent place to call home. Sadly, many of our neighbors here in 
El Paso County aren't so fortunate as they find themselves living in overcrowded, 
overly expensive, and/or unsafe conditions. 

In these times of uncertainty, the need for unity and 
tolerance is as important as ever. Beginning this spring, 
Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity will be partnering 
with a diverse set of religious groups from the Pikes 
Peak region to launch the inaugural Interfaith Build 
for Unity. It will be a movement that brings together 
dedicated volunteers from a variety of different cultural 

and religious backgrounds. These volunteers will strive to put aside their differences, put their faiths 
in action, and to work together in unity to build affordable homes for low-income families in El Paso 
County.   

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Sacramento 
pioneered this concept back in 2017, and by doing 
so, they proved that there is more that we all have 
in common than that which divides us. And despite 
the spectrum of theological, cultural, and political 
beliefs that make up a community,
one thing that we can all agree upon is the idea that 
everyone deserves a safe, affordable, and decent 
place to call home. 

First Congregational Church will join local Athiests, 
Baha’i, Buddhists, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, 
Protestants, Sikhs, Unitarians, and more to help 
build three affordable homes for deserving families in El Paso County. On pre-scheduled Saturdays 
and Sundays throughout the year, 5 members of a congregation will be paired with 5 members 
from a different congregation to volunteer together. Not only will they will spend the day together 
pounding nails, painting walls,  and 
installing shingles, but they will 
also be breaking bread, building 
friendships, and standing as 
symbols of peace, love, and unity to 
the entire Pikes Peak region.

Thank you for your prayers, your 
encouragement, and your support 
as we work together to build 
homes, communities, and hope.

If you would like more 
information, or are 

interested in signing up to 
participate in this new build, 

please contact the chair 
of the Mission Giving & 

Outreach Committee, 
Pauli Hubbard - 

mgo@fcucc.org. 
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  M a r c h  1  -  A p r i l  2 6 ,  2 0 2 0
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

THANK YOU to those who have served as liturgists during this time, including 
Richard Hall, Sami Benge-Kulzer, Sarah Newbrough, Anna Shelton, George 
Woodhead, Sarah Lund, Connie Raub, Del Hokanson, Elizabeth Vincent, 
and AniRose Whaleswan. Special music has been provided during worship 
throughout these weeks by Phyllis White and the FCC Flute Choir, Iris Lund,   
Sarah Groh Correa, Julie Keough-Mishler, the FCC Folk Music Ensemble, and 
Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff. We were blessed to receive our Transitional Lead Minister, 
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom who preached on March 1 and lead two Town Hall meetings. Jean 
Hagerman and Mark Bowker have generously provided Kids' Community Worship support, and our 
great team of OWL Leaders, Megan Foss, Lynn Young, Tom Francis, concluded this year's Our Whole 
Lives programming. The FCC Youth Group, accompanied by Tom Francis and Kelli Baptist, created 
a wonderful lunch for the Youth Group Soup Fundraiser. Jeanie and Phil Tate's inspirational sheep, 
and Teri Walton's Munchkin the donkey have been incredibly inspiring during worship, for which we 
are very thankful. Paul Schwotzer and David Acton have provided super audio and visual technical 
services, for which we are truly grateful. We would like to acknowledge the three years of service given 
by Connie Brachtenbach and Lynne Stefonik, on the Church Council. 

CONGRATULATIONS were offered to Marsha Garcia on the birth of her grandbaby in Virginia, and 
to Karen Knabe for the birth of her granddaughter, Adalyn Grace Massey. Congratulations to Pauli 
Hubbard on the publication of her book, "Following the Breadcrumbs."

PRAYERS continue to be given for Teresa and Bruce Latimer’s foster grandsons, Nate & Luis; Ruth 
Koenigsamen who is recovering from a fall, Lisa Riegel, who broke her leg, and Mark Qualls, who has 
been recovering from surgery. We pray for Lawrence Kolz and Dennis Apuan who are both experiencing 
ongoing health concerns, and to Dolly Eager, Arnie Sparnins’ mother, and Brian Love’s mother-in-
law – all of whom are in hospice care. Maggie Hunt, Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle 
Jordan continue to receive our prayers as they continue with cancer treatment. We have been praying 
for Jessica Cameron, and Richard Hall, both of whom have struggled with health concerns, and for 
Emily Bond's brother, Adam, who was hospitalized and in isolation with COVID-19 for five weeks in 
Malaysia. Prayers were lifted up to all who have been impacted by the tornadoes in the South. Prayers 
were also said for Pastor Jacque, who recovered from a mild concussion. Finally, we continue to pray 
for all frontline workers, caregivers, and those who are battling the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
Collette Lavoy who is working in ICU at Mt. Sinai Hospital. Prayers are also given to everyone who is  
suffering financial hardship during this time of "shelter at home."  

We offer CONDOLENCES to Clay Taylor and his Family, whose father, Bill, a longtime member of 
FCC, passed away on January 30. Services were held at First Congregational Church on February 24. 
We continue to offer condolences also to the Friends and Family of Sally Edmonds-Ashby who passed 
away on March 5, and to the staff at J. Gregory Salon following the murder of Annie Clark – one of 
their employees, on March 6.  Condolences are extended to Melissa McCormick and her Family, on the 
sudden passing of her goddaughter, Hannah Nicole Faith in North Carolina. And, to the Family and 
Friends of FCC member Tom Hershberger who passed on March 18. Services are TBD. Condolences 
to Dwight Jensen and Dennis Husk, on the loss of their dog Pete; to the Kerrigan Family, on the 
loss of their cat Karma; and to Judy Jacob, on the loss of her twenty-year old dog, Lily. We also offer 
condolences to Mary Raymond and her Family on the loss of her ex-husband, Douglas Raymond, and 
to Dorothy Krimm and her Family, on the loss of longtime member of FCC,  Hans Krimm, who passed 
away on April 12. Services are TBD. 
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OUTTAKES FROM FILMING 
DURING TIMES OF PANDEMIC!

Left Column: 
a sheep with attitude; social distancing at its best (Connie 
Raub, David Acton, Elizabeth Vincent); a chicken with 
sass; the Maestro at work (David Acton).

Right Column:
Practicing for the rodeo (Gus Lund); decked out and ready 
to record (David Acton); Munchkin didn't want the group 
to leave!; the virus drives people to madness (Emily Bond, 
Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff).
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Paul Schwotzer 
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Rich Law
- Just Peace
Marcie Mayer
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Leadership Cultivation Committee
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sarah Lund, Victoria Hansen
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Kathy Kreps
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
OPEN
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Brian Dimit, John Spears
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Glenda Laveck
- Director of Financial Ministry
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Elizabeth Vincent
- Interim Minister of Pastoral Care

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
Sarah Groh Correa
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians

NURSERY STAFF
Kären Knabe
- Nursery Attendant Supervisor
Sean Drevs, Kären Knabe, 
Kaitlyn O’Donnell & Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse 
Ann Benson 
- Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Karen Muise
- Lay Representative to ESM
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp, 
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Phyllis White, 
Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
MaryEllen Beltracchi
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Readers

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Anya Powers, Liz Shelton
- Seminarians

Mallory Everhart, 
Samantha Garrett, Anya Powers
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the summer.  
The next issue will be September | October 2020.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (September | October 2020 Issue)  
is Saturday, August 15, 2020.  

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


