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Patriotic Citizenship

b y R e v . D r. D o n L o n g b o t t o m , Tr a n s i t i o n a l L e a d M i n i s t e r
don@fcucc.org

Since you will be receiving this newsletter near our 4th of July holiday, I
would like to take the opportunity to reflect on good citizenship. Speaking as
a citizen, one must also recognize and reflect upon our government’s recent
response to a somewhat forgotten issue… immigration. Let’s begin with a
brief historical reflection.
The USA has been active in Central America for as long as most of us have
been alive. In fact, from the time when President James Monroe (1758 – 1831)
enunciated the Monroe Doctrine, we have declared that the whole area is a “national interest” of the
United States and all other countries need to stand back. Historically we (all political parties) have
overturned governments when it suited us and have acted in ways that have consistently served
our political and economic interests without due regard for the welfare of those being affected. You
will have noted that Mexico is not Central America and has been left out of this analysis. The people
gathering at the border seeking asylum have been, for the most part, not from Mexico but rather
Central America. They really are, ninty percent plus, fleeing rape, robbery, and murder, with most of
it being gang-related or state-sponsored.
The response on the part of our current government has been to prevent
their entry into the United States, exercising “zero tolerance” by jailing
adults and separating parents from their children. All across our country,
a cry has gone up questioning the morality of our actions. Our Attorney
General has answered this challenge by grounding the actions of the
American government in Romans, chapter 13.
1. Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there
		 is no authority except God, and those that exist have been instituted
		 by God.
2. Therefore he who resists the authorities, resists what God has
		 appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
3. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but too bad. Would you
		 have no fear of him who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
		 you will receive his approval.
4. For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be
		 afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain; he is the servant of
		 God to execute his wrath on the wrongdoer.
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1.
5. Therefore one must be subject, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of
		 conscience.

As a Christian, my life is guided by scriptural narrative, but understanding any narrative requires
context. The aforementioned scripture reflects the Apostle Paul who is using his Roman citizenship to
facilitate the spread of the Gospel. It is perfectly understandable that Paul would have an appreciative
attitude towards the authorities as they have on occasion saved him from murder by lawless mobs.
However, government, as presented in scripture, is not always seen in such a benign light. If you
read Revelation 13, written at a time when the Roman government was persecuting Christians, you
will find the government is portrayed as the “Anti-Christ.” Faithful persistence and resistance is the
message of Revelation. Hold on, God is on the way.
The other critical point regarding context is that Paul lived within the jurisdiction of a dictatorship.
Caesar was running the show and the Republic was essentially dead. Thankfully, that is not our
context. We live our daily lives in a participatory democracy. With our dollars, our voices, our
actions and our votes, we determine the directions of our government. We, the people, bear primary
responsibility before God for the policies of our government. Yes, of course, we should pray for our
leaders and support our government in all her good and decent undertakings. However, when our
government undertakes actions and policies contrary to our understanding of God’s will, silence and
inaction are unacceptable to the point of being “sin.”
As good citizens, we proudly proclaim the story of America, and much of it is quite praiseworthy,
but not all. Historically, our treatment of the indigenous people of this continent and the surrounding
countries have been far less than Christian. We may say, “Well, I am not a member of that party or
I wasn’t alive back then.” But the fact is historically all political parties have participated and the
results of these unjust policies and actions remain with us now. We have, as Christians, a moral
responsibility.

Worship at
First Congregational
Church of Colorado Springs
Sunday Services
in Summer
9:30 AM
online worship:
www.fcucc.org
office@fcucc.org

(719) 635.3549

The Christian citizen is a prophetic patriot. When
our government acts in ways that are just, we
affirm and support. When our government acts
in ways that are contrary to the laws of God, we
must rise up and witness against such behavior.
We speak, we non-violently protest, and work to
help our leaders recognize the error of their ways.
Non-involvement in not a Christian option.
As we celebrate our freedom let us remember
that the cost of freedom carries a heavy price
tag. We remember and are thankful to those who
have given their lives for our way of life. We
reverence our heroes both military and civilian
and offer heartfelt thanksgiving for their sacrifices.
But we must never forget, the cost of freedom
means eternal vigilance and commitment to the
principles upon which this country was founded.
May we as Americans be a blessing to all of God’s
creation.
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A Moment from the Moderator
by Bill Kemp,Church Council Moderator
billfcc@joyfuljourney.net

In this edition of The Communicator, I have a few things to discuss. First, where are we
with reopening? A task force was formed to determine options for conducting faceto-face worship when the decision is made to open. Vice Moderator Paul McNeill
is heading up this team and they are meeting regularly. The task force is made
up of a diverse group of thoughtful, methodic congregants of different ages, sex, and health conditions.
Recommendations for conducting in-person services during a pandemic made by this task force will be based
on data and science. The Reopening Task Force does not decide when to open; per a Church Council meeting
vote, that decision rests with a mutual agreement to open between the Moderator and Lead Minister. Once
it is decided to open, task force recommendations will be used to conduct in-person worship. The choice to
conduct in-person services before having a readily available vaccine is complex, so as part of considering when
to open I will be asking you, the congregation, for input using an online survey. Prior to sending the survey
invitation, I will send out an informational letter on Covid-19 transmission risks and factors being considered.
The informational letter is intended to provide each of you the same fundamental information the task force
is using to consider in-person worship options. There is a lot of disinformation and inaccuracies out there and
I don’t want poor or inaccurate information about Covid-19 to influence your survey response. Churches in
town have begun to open. Some of them are very large with many people attending services. We are watching
what happens with infection rates with these churches and how they are conducting services as input to
consider re-opening.
We have reached the end of our "Raise the Roof" campaign and it was a resounding
success! $140,000 was the goal and it was met - an amazing feat achieved in little more
than one month! Such a response is a clear indication of faith and hope in the church
and where it is headed. I am so deeply grateful for every contribution made. This
successful campaign forms a foundation of security for the remainder of this year,
allowing us to move from crisis to healing. This success sets the table for the true work
at hand: discussion, learning, listening, healing, changing, and growing. Dr. Don
Longbottom will continue conducting discussion sessions, and other ideas for hearing the congregation for
forming deeper social connections. Please watch for announcements in the near future. We are serious about
listening, learning, healing, and changing so that FCC can grow and thrive. We hope you will participate,
because we need your input to learn and change.
I regret to announce Glenda Laveck resigned in May as Director of Financial Ministry, due to a persistent
medical condition preventing her from performing her job consistently. Dr. Don and I have worked with the
Human Resources Committee to craft a job description for a new position. It was produced and distributed for
candidates. We have seen through direct experience of the past few months that this position is highly critical
to FCC's administrative execution. Any gap in this position places many burdens on others, causing burnout
and real financial impacts. As a result, the position was broken into two: an accountant, and an administrative
assistant. The accounting position will be part time, with no benefits, and the administrative assistant position
will start at twenty-four hours per week with benefits, moving to full-time at a later date. Ruth Roland is
filling in as accountant through the end of August. I am thrilled to announce that we have found, selected, and
secured acceptance of an excellent, well-qualified candidate. Her name is Rachel Rumple, and she will start at
the beginning of August.
Finally, the full budget for 2020 was presented by Church Council Treasurer, Polly Strovink on June 16 and
then approved by congregational vote via written ballot. This was the best of a limited number of choices in
the “social distancing” situation we are facing. This situation has clearly shown that our church bylaws need to
be updated to accommodate varied attendance circumstances.
We are moving forward on discussions and Zoom sessions aimed towards healing the divide, anger, or
frustration you may still feel. I ask each of you to participate with candid input so we can learn, listen, and
move forward.
Love to you all, Bill
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Children's Ministry Moments
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by D e l H o k a n s o n , Director of Children's Ministry
del@fcucc.org

With deep gratitude, the families and
Children’s Ministry Team wish to honor
and thank those who stepped up to guide
and share their spiritual journey with
children as Sunday School teachers or
Godly Play facilitators. It is a well known
statistic that “sticky faith” happens for children when they are
known, by name, by several adults in their church community.
Providing a variety of adults helps to achieve this goal, and
most certainly, adults are also transformed in this mutually
soulful relationship. Despite this year finishing abruptly, the appreciation has not diminished. Those who
taught in the Winter/Spring Sunday School classes and the Godly Play team members, who have been rotating
storytelling and Grand”pair”enting worship since September, will receive a personalized “Ministry Stole”
recognizing that we all minister to one another. They will be delivered to their doorsteps with the Zoom thank
you screen shots in the coming weeks.
Godly Play Team:
Storytellers: Marilyn Fife (coordinator of kits and scheduling), Denise Ellsworth (coordinator of setting the
table), Jeanie Tate (coordinator of support curriculum), John Stefonik and Gayle Jordan.
Grand”pair”ent Support Team:
Sandy Johannsen, Charles Barber, George Woodhead and Hope Woodhead.
2nd - 3rd Grade:
Sunday School Winter/Spring Teaching Team:
Mollie Williams, Annabelle Malcolm, Alysa Webb
Preschool - 1st Grade:
4th - 5th Grade:
BJ Reichert, Rachael Whitehead, Claire Radtke
Monk Putnam, Jane Ridings, Regina Kornmesser

SOME JUSTICE, JOYFUL, JESUS NEWS
Over the summer, David Acton and I want to
collect examples of our young kids/families
taking the initiative to make a Joyful, Just or
Jesus-like difference in the world around them.
Presuming families are not travelling afar this
summer, and with homeschooling seeming
to extend “at home” activities, we thought
our version of John Krasinski’s SGN, or Some
Good News, may help kids be creative and have
something to do this summer. This time of social
upheaval is awakening us all, and makes it even
more of an imperative to help our kids realize

and practice how they can make a difference - to
apply the joyful or justice walk of Jesus. Already
we have received examples of Caleb Landrum
working with neighborhood kids to deliver flags
and posters to their local Assisted Living Facility
on Veteran’s Day. Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff washed
her Mom’s car without telling her – oh for joy.
We look forward to sharing our summer SJN
show to the whole congregation. Can you
guess which teenager might emcee and be
FCC’s energetic John Krasinski? Email me your
contributions – it can be
a short video or photo
with an explanation…
and add who you think
will be our teenager
emcee. Prizes will be
announced on the
viewing of our premier
production by our very
own "John Krasinski."
Be sure to look out for it! Caleb Landrum delivering flags
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"Calling All Ideas on Deck"

by Rev. Elizabeth Vincent,Interim Minister of Pastoral Care
elizabeth@fcucc.org

An Invitation for Input
Hello, to all. So, the initial
couple weeks of “Stayat-Home” have turned
into months. No large
gatherings for education,
recreation, worship, or anything else. Of course,
businesses are beginning to reopen, but things are
different. We are asked to wear masks and we are
asked to stay six feet away from other people. No
hand shaking, let alone hugging. It has become a
new world that we pass through each day.
FCUCC’s on-line services will most likely extend
through the fall at a minimum, and while many
people are participating in these services virtually,
most of our fellowship opportunities are missing.
We miss these events where we meet new people
and share in the values and interests of friends and
acquaintances. Yes, it is a different time.
To address this “hole,” several people have suggested

strange

that different groups of people within the church
community come together in Affinity Groups. These
might be groups of people in the congregation who
share common interests, live in proximity to one
another, or wish to share in a particular project or
study focus. There are many ways such groups can
be formed.
As a beginning, the Children’s Ministry is initiating
an Affinity Group program. Households with
children are being contacted, however, each of these
groups will decide how and when they will meet.
The overall focus for these groups is, of course, faith
formation. Yet, fellowship occurs in the midst of any
shared activity. We will be keeping you informed on
the progress with these initial Affinity Groups.
For the rest of us, let’s be creative – together. What are
your ideas, preferences, etc. Please, share your ideas
with each other and with staff.
Comments and questions may be addressed to Pastor
Elizabeth (elizabeth@fcucc.org / (646) 345.5357 or to
Del Hokanson (del@fcucc.org / (719) 635.3549.

To A f f i n i t y, a n d B e y o n d

by D e l H o k a n s o n , Director of Children's Ministry
del@fcucc.org
To paraphrase Buzz
Lightyear’s catchphrase
from Toy Story, we too are
planning to take off on a new
kind of journey together.
The idea of Family “Affinity” as opposed to “Infinity”
groups emerged from the heartwarming “Porchtrait”
slide show. Having travelled all around Colorado
Springs to deliver Easter bags to kids, I was able
to identify groupings of families according to their
zipcodes. Providing worship services cannot fill the
void of connection and belonging, so the hope is
that families may get even closer, build new bonds
and learn more about those who literally “are their
neighbors.”
Currently over thirty-six households have been
divided into six affinity groups. I am in the process
of recruiting a lay coordinator per group, who will
assist in making contacts and be a start up conduit
for feedback. Once I have the coordination team in
place, we will meet via Zoom to ascertain next steps.

The Affinity Group leaders can then coordinate times
with their group of four-eight families to arrange
start up Zooms. I plan to have a representative from
the Children’s Ministry Team and myself present
to provide support for ideas that each group favor.
I am imagining every group may have different
perspectives they bring to fit their needs. More
importantly, each group will brainstorm what might
work for them. It may mean ongoing Parent Zooms,
Zooms for just Kids, conversations pertinent to social
and safety issues or may be, by the end of summer,
socially-distanced picnics with masks in a local
park with me coordinating a controlled non-contact
activity for kids while parents can sit, chat and relax.
So, where are we heading with these Affinity Groups?
Who knows? Neither did Buzz Lightyear. He talked
about going beyond “infinity.” More importantly
though is that we are going “beyond” what we
have known, while also knowing Covid-19 will
not last forever. Another difference is that we are
not following Buzz. Instead we have the creator of
“infinite” love guiding us.
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What is Happening in MG&O?
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b y Pauli Hubbard, Chair of Mission Giving & Outreach
mgo@fcucc.org

Perhaps it would be best to make a list, because
in spite of the fact we haven’t personally met
since March, much has been done as your
representatives.
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
							
							

Special money has been sent out to help
Family Promise, The Place and Westside
Cares.
We put out a “fill in the gap” donation
plea to you all for in-kind donations to The
Place and Westside Cares. I hope you
helped.
They could still use your donations.
We had eighteen non-profits in the area
apply for grants. MG&O is spending June
and July making our decisions. So much need.
Reaching In, Reaching Out. This is our retreat sponsored by
MG&O at the end of July/beginning of August. It will be a time for
learning, practicing a variety of contemplative practices, plus
reaching out into the community in service. There are still a couple
of spaces left... contact us at mgo@fcucc.org.
Habitat for Humanity Inter-faith Unity Build has been postponed
until this fall due to fears of virus exposure. You will be hearing
more about this and we are hopeful there will be many from our
congregation who will help with this build.

You see? Much is going on! Thank you for your faithful giving. Your tithes allow us to Reach Out!

COS Sanctuary Coalition
b y Connie Kreider, Member of FCC
edu_connie@yahoo.com

The work of the Colorado Springs Sanctuary Coalition continues during this
pandemic. A Covid-19 Relief Fund has been established to support our local
immigrant community with groceries, rent or utilities assistance, clothing,
and even a crib (used, personal donation) for a newborn. Referrals come from
agencies such as Catholic Charities with clients whose needs they are unable to
fulfill.
You may make checks payable to Colorado Springs Sanctuary Coalition; write
"Relief Fund" in the memo, and send them to PO Box 38895, Colorado Springs,
CO 80937.
Continuing thanks is offered to you all for supporting our immigrant community
whether it be through prayers, active assistance, or monetary donations.
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P e e k i n t h e P a s tb: y TChh rei s SSot eceinab el r gGeon ,s p e l a t F C C
Church Historian

chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

The Social Gospel Movement arose in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Early on, it was
led by Congregationalist ministers, such as the
Reverend Charles Monroe Sheldon, who coined the
phrase “What would Jesus do?” and the Reverend
Washington Gladden, moderator of the Congregational Church in
America. The Theological Foundation for this, often called, “Christian
Socialism” was laid by Walter Rauschenbush, German Baptist pastor in
“Hells Kitchen,” New York, who stated: “...the individualistic Gospel...
has not evoked faith in the will and power of God to redeem the
permanent institutions of human society from their inherent guilt of
oppression and extortion.” Gladden and Rauschenbush promoted an
active role in society by attacking immorality in individuals and officials.
The movement addressed social justice issues, such as poverty,
crime, alcoholism, child labor, unions, and suffrage from a Christian
Rev. Washington Gladden
perspective. It subsided between the World Wars, but can presently still
be recognized as the source for faith-based activism, such as the civil rights
movement. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote: "...my conviction ever since reading Rauschenbush, that
any religion which..is not concerned about the social and economic conditions that scar the soul, is
...spiritual moribund... ."
In the late 1800s Denver's predominantly middle class FCC “encouraged” their social activist pastor
Myron Reed, who had called Jesus an anarchist, to move on. Its sister church in Colorado Springs
showed similar conservative leanings, but there was an intellectual core, most of whom were
connected to Colorado College, that we know to have had Social Gospel related views. Flamboyant
Prof. James H. Kerr (member 1875-1919), self-professed “Heretic Christian,” was a Social Gospel
adherent. Well respected were Social Gospelist and deacon Prof. Edward S. Parsons and his suffragist
wife Mary A.(Ingersoll) Parsons (members 1892-1919). Colorado College President William F. Slocum
(member 1888-1921), a trustee, also had those views. They and others must have nudged the church
towards a more socially active stance, because in 1916 FCC called the Swedish-born social activist
Rev. Fred Staff (1916-1924) to be their pastor.

Rev. Fred Staff

Under Staff, who promoted the fledgling ecumenical movement and was
awarded a medal by the Colorado State Federation of Labor, the church
rose back up from a 35% decline to over six hundred members. Staff was
known to have washed dishes for families stricken by the flu epidemic.
Clinton Jencks recalled helping his father deliver food baskets to the
families of striking miners around that time, likely a church initiative.
The Social Gospel vision made First Congregational thrive. Alas, after
Staff's departure for health reasons, the decline set back in, mirroring
the Depression malaise of many churches. It took the pastorate of the
Rev. Thomas C. Dick, Jr. (1945-1953) to revive the church. Unfortunately,
Rev. Dick's social activist stance was the cause of a “teaching of socialist
ideologies” accusation under McCarthy and he narrowly escaped trial in
1952. Shortly thereafter he resigned, leaving a then toxic city.
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A n O d e t o Tr e e s ”
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b y N a n c y E k b e r g Ty n a n , M e m b e r o f F C C

nekberg@coloradocollege.edu

Walking through our historic neighborhood is always a joy for many reasons. The handsome
mature trees provide so much beautiful shade and protection for the grass beneath, and also
give a kind of music to my musician’s ear. I now think of these strolls as “sound walks.”
Have you ever noticed how long the old oak leaves cling to their branches? All those old leaves are rustling
and rattling, which I have come to hear as a form of “tree percussion” when a breeze or stiffer wind blows
by. The new leaves only whisper, and each kind of tree seems to have its own unique percussive sound.
The birds, of course, join in, with the flickers leading the percussion section, accompanying the songbirds in
chorus. It is a delightful symphony with unreserved seating.
The new leaves on the oak trees look just like arugula leaves to me, so I have
renamed the oak trees “arugula trees”, but only on these spring walks since
their shape quickly changes. The new red maple leaves shine as they shimmy
on small branches in a light breeze, looking like tiny baby birds clinging and
gathering courage to fly up and out. I’ve come to regard their shimmy as a
kind of tremolo, which is a quick repetitive motion a string player uses at the
tip of the bow to create an anticipatory feeling in music, which is just how I
feel as spring is unfolding.
Trees also give us music from deep within their trunks. Stringed instruments like lutes, violins, violas, cellos
and guitars have tops made of spruce, which is sturdy, flexible and resonant. We have a luthier right here
in Colorado Springs who makes violins with Colorado spruce, and repairs all sorts of string instruments,
specializing in violins. The most famous old luthiers came from Italy and made the Stradivari violins and
other stringed instruments from ancient Italian forests of spruce. The trees are carefully inspected before
being harvested, and then aged for years before carving and shaping them into instruments. The ancient
spruce forests still grow today, and musicians often wait many years to purchase these beautiful pieces of
“tree art” to play and perform on. There is a great short program on National Public Radio to give you more
understanding of these ancient forests and their musical gifts. Here is the link:
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2014/12/05/368718313/in-the-italian-alps-stradivaris-trees-live-on
I thought it might also be interesting and useful to read advice about living with plague from 15th and 16th
century European doctors’ plague treatises since we are experiencing some similar circumstances today
throughout the world. These excerpts are taken from a book called Plague and Music in the Renaissance, written
by Remi Chiu. See if you find any kind of comfort in their thoughts.
Florentine Tommaso del Garbo wrote in response to the Black Death, this prescription: “Do not occupy your
mind with death, passion, or anything likely to sadden or grieve you, but give your thoughts over to delightful
and pleasing things. Associate with happy and carefree people and avoid all melancholy. Spend your time
in your house, but not with too many people, and at your leisure in gardens with fragrant plants, vines, and
willows, [and trees!] when they are flowering…And make use of songs and minstrelsy and other pleasurable
tales without tiring yourselves out, and all the delightful things that bring anyone comfort.”
The German writer, Johannes Salius advises people to “play the harp, lute, flutes, and other instruments. Let
songs be sung, fables be recited, joyful stories be read, and the songs of the lighthearted muse be played.
Finally, let the space where you spend your time be clean and well-decorated. Let beautiful clothes, rings,
belts, jewelery, and all sorts of other ornaments of gold, silver, and precious gems be worn, so that the soul
may be uplifted by such cheerfulness.”
In closing, last winter I wrote a short three-part round based on a familiar song which I now call "Tree-oh." I
intended to include the song in my recital at Colorado College this spring but, alas, the coronavirus forced us
to cancel the recital. We will reschedule my recital concert for next year, and I am dedicating this song to our
wonderful City Foresters, our North End Woodlands group, and to all of you who have donated money and
time (or both!) to plant trees in our historic neighborhood. Thank you, all around. And now, please consider
taking a musical sound walk the next time you’re out for a stroll in the Old North End or any of our city’s
beautiful parks!
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Tr a i l Tr e k k e r s

b y K a r e n a n d R o b e r t J o n e s , Tr a i l Tr e k k e r s C o o r d i n a t o r s
jonesschou@mac.com

Trail Trekkers: This group normally gets together
to hike trails in the city and Pikes Peak area with
goals of exercise, enjoying nature, and fellowship.
However, with Covid-19 continuing to be an issue, no
hikes are currently scheduled. We hope you are able
to find some ways to enjoy creation while practicing
social distancing. Maybe it’s watching wildlife from
your backyard or through a window. Or maybe
you are able to get out for a walk by yourself in a
less heavily visited park. Maybe you have even
discovered some aspects of nature that you missed
before with our usually heavily scheduled lives.
If you have comments on what conditions you
would feel comfortable for renewing organized
hikes, please contact the group organizers,
Karen and Bob Jones by email, text or phone:
jonesschou@mac.com,
(512) 922.0747 (Karen) or (512) 921.0667 (Bob).

FCC's
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
CONTINUES!
First Congregational Church has a wonderful Book
Discussion Group and ANYONE is welcome to join in!
The group has just chosen the next book:
Chances Are... a novel by Richard Russo, and it will
be the source of discussion during the next Zoom
gathering on Sunday, September 13 (4 p.m. - 6 p.m.)
Would you like to join in? You are most welcome!
If you would like to learn more about this group, please
contact Mary Jane Ray (mjray9999@yahoo.com).
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#fccartathome

During this difficult and unusual time of being 'safe at home' / 'safer at
home,' we have been incredibly creative! All of us! The Music and Arts
Ministry Team came up with a 'hashtag initiative' - FCC Art At Home.
You - the FCC community have been responding creatively, artisticly,
beautifully, and outstandingly! We hope you have had a chance to see
the weekly emails (usually on Mondays), featuring the artwork. If not,
or you wish to revisit them, take a longer trip through the pieces by
checking them out online - on our website:
https://www.fcucc.org/worship-events/fccartathome
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These two pages feature just a handful of the creations we have received by email! Cooking, pottery,
photography, knitting, quilting, gardening, and so much more! Thank you to everyone for sharing!
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Open and Affirming Conversations
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by Marcie Mayer,Member of FCC
m a r kV m a y e r @ h o t m a i l . c o m

Several Zoom conversations have been conducted during June. Many members of
our congregation have joined the conversation and contributed their impressions
of what it means to be open and affirming. Some have submitted written responses
and you can read these on our website, by clicking the members login page. (Contact office@fcucc.org
for the password, if you don't already have it.) These conversations are a part of our healing process
in response to the emotional tumult leading up to Pastor Heather’s departure. An overwhelming
pride has been expressed in our choice long ago to become an Open and Affirming UCC Church. As
the conversations develop it seems we are talking more and more about how we want and plan to
interact with each other in our community of faith. All are welcome to Zoom, listen, and share.
Open and Affirming in the UCC
Open and Affirming (ONA) is the United Church of Christ's (UCC) designation for congregations,
campus ministries, and other bodies in the UCC
which make a public covenant of welcome into their
full life and ministry to persons of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions.

W h a t ' s O u r Yo u t h U p To ?
b y To m F r a n c i s , Yo u t h M i n i s t r y L e a d e r
tandj94@yahoo.com

Due to the impact of Covid-19, the summer mission trips for our middle and
senior high youth were cancelled. Since face-to-face interactions have also been
impacted, to stay connected we have been meeting virtually this summer with
Wednesday evening "check-ins."
Open to any youth who are in 6th-12th grades, we meet most Wednesdays at 7 p.m. to share joys
and concerns, play some games that usually include prizes (Bingo and outdoor scavenger hunts
have been the most popular ones) and even cook or bake together. So far we've made various
cookies, Rice Krispies treats, quiche, a summer fruit salad, and a gluten-free garbanzo chocolate
cake.
As social distancing changes and
evolves, we are hoping for an outdoor
"Capture the Flag" youth event later in
the summer. For more information (and
to get on the youth/parent email list),
please contact Tom Francis (tandj94@
yahoo.com).
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Stephen Ministry at FCC

by Rev. Elizabeth Vincent,Interim Minister of Pastoral Care
elizabeth@fcucc.org

A few weeks ago, the
Stephen Ministers held their
first Zoom meeting. While
we continue to communicate
with our Care Receivers via telephone, Zoom,
Skype, and other electronic means, we had not
met as a group since the beginning of March.
Face-to-face meetings are absent for a while.
Typically our monthly meetings include training
and a brief check-in on the needs and concerns
of the Stephen Ministry Team members. It is one
of those unexpected blessings that no training
was scheduled for this first Zoom Meet, as, what
became immediately obvious was the need to
share with one another about the things going on
in our respective lives. Some was joyful, happy,
celebratory, yet others shared troubling news.
All of us needed to share these things, and we
did for one-and-a-half hours.
Just because you are the adult, the parent, the
supervisor, the caregiver, does not mean you
must stand alone. People do need people – or to
borrow from John Donne “no man [human] is an
island.”
The second greatest commandment tells us to
love our neighbors as ourselves. The unspoken
assumption is that we are to take good and
loving care of our neighbors. We are to pay
attention to their needs and concerns to the
best of our ability. With this comes the natural
assumption that we are kind and loving to
ourselves – we pay attention to our own needs
and concerns. Sometimes this means that we
need to talk with someone else – not a friend or
family member, but someone removed from our
situation, someone who will listen, not judge, but
simply offer loving-kindness. Someone who can
be a sounding block for our needs and concerns
(and joys).
If you find yourself standing on that remote
island with no one to just listen, please consider
reaching out to First Congregational's Stephen
Ministry. You do not have to be alone.

Following the meeting Ruth Heine shared this
poem with the group.
POEM
by Kathy O'Meara
And the people stayed home.
And read books, and listened, and
Rested, and exercised, and made art,
And played games, and learned new
ways of being, and were still. And
Listened more deeply. Some
meditated, some prayed, some
danced. Some met their shadows.
And the people began
To think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absence of people living
In ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways,
The earth began to heal.
And then the danger passed,
And the people joined together again,
They grieved their losses, and made
New choices, and dreamed new
Images, and created new ways to live
And heal the earth fully,
As they had been healed.
Are you a person who chooses to serve your
church community in this manner?
Please talk with Judy Kort (ajkort@msn.com) or
Sibley Savoy (essay6@msn.com).

july | august 2020
The following is a letter we recently received from
Ecumenical Social Ministries, following it's
permanent closure in May.
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Emily Bond, Director of Administration & Communications
emily@fcucc.org

THANK YOU to those who have served as liturgists and music leaders during
our online services, including Sarah Groh Correa, Julie Keough-Mishler, Sarah
Lund, Iris Lund, Gus Lund, Connie Raub, Elizabeth Bond, Caleb Rink, Kayla
Bond-Tetzlaff. We extend great thanks to this year’s Godly Play Team, including
Marilyn Fife (coordinator), Denise Ellsworth, Gayle Jordan, Jeanie Tate, and
John Stefonik (storytellers) and Charles Barber, Hope Woodhead, George
Woodhead, and Sandy Johannsen (Grand“pair”ents).
CONGRATULATIONS to Kaitlyn O’Donnell, (one of our nursery attendants) who has accepted a
job as the K-8 one-room schoolhouse teacher in Monhagen Island in Maine. Congratulations to FCC's
newest Stephen Ministers: Marcie Mayer, Danna Lee Olsen, and Jane Warren! Congratulations on
the completion of your training! Congratulations to ALL the graduates of 2020, including Isabelle
Kemp, who was honored in The Gazette Best and Brightest 2020 awards, and Elizabeth Vincent’s
granddaughter, Vivian Reece Earley, who will attend the University of Alabama in the fall for nursing.
And, also Elizabeth's grandson, Alexander M. Butcher, on graduating from Portland State University
with a B.S. in Biology.
PRAYERS are being given to Katherine Fatica, who is recovering from back injury; to Howard Ray who
is recovering at home from chronic respiratory condition, and to Pastor Elizabeth’s granddaughter,
Vivian Earley who is recovering at home from surgery. We are praying for Andy Kort who is dealing
with a blood disorder. We continue to be pray for Teresa and Bruce Latimer’s foster grandsons; to Lisa
Riegel, who broke her leg, and to Nicole Kornmesser, who broke her arm. Wil and Dolores Green
receive our prayers as Dolores goes into hospice care, and Pat Steffens, is recovering from surgery,
after breaking her arm. We pray for Lawrence Kolz who is experiencing ongoing health concerns,
and to Rose Enyeart’s son, Mike Dornbach, who is recovering from a severe accident. Marilyn Fife's
daughter, Susana Almeida-Fife, has been dealing with kidney stones, and Susan Holman is healing
from surgery for perforated appendix. Ann Skinner's son-in-law, Steve Raymer is recovering from
back surgery; Pam Lehmkuhl is recovering from her second hip surgery, and prayers go to to Dolly
Eager, Arnie Sparnins’ mother, and Brian Love’s mother-in-law – all of whom are in hospice care.
Connie Brachtenbach is recovering from knee surgery and complications. Dot Semmens, Willa
Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle Jordan continue to receive our prayers as they continue with
cancer treatment. We offered prayers to Alysa Webb’s brother, Hiram & friend Kevin, displaced by an
apartment fire; Becky Shields, job concerns; Kent Matthews, who was recovering from surgery. Finally,
we continue to pray for all frontline workers, caregivers, and those who are battling the COVID-19
pandemic, including Collette Lavoy who is working in ICU at Mt. Sinai Hospital, and Dick and Chris
Hall's daughter Megan in New York city. Prayers are also given to everyone who is suffering financial
hardship during this challenging time.
We offer CONDOLENCES to David Acton and his family, on the death of his grandmother, Sally
McMichael of Indiana, who passed away May 28; to Connie Raub and family, on the death of her
brother-in-law; to the family and friends of Teryl Lundquist, who died on May 24, and to the family
and friends of Dennis Apuan, who died from complications of diabetes, on May 22 in Jacksonville,
Florida. Also to Lois Benson on the loss of her birth mother, Gloria Kelley on May 3 at age 93. To the
many friends, family, and communities on the murders of Ahmaud Arbery in Georgia, and George
Floyd in Minnesota. Erin Lloyd and her family, on the passing of her father. Judy Jones and her family,
on the passing of her partner, Jean Keeley who died on April 25. Services tbd. Angelique Sipos, on the
passing of her aunt, Lydia Rivera in New York, who died from Covid-19 on April 21.
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T h a n k Yo u !

by Rev. Elizabeth Vincent, Interim Minister of Pastoral Care

elizabeth@fcucc.org

It has been almost four months since we last met together in our beautiful
sanctuary to share in worship. Yet we share in worship – together even while
apart. Four months does not seem that long a time, yet somehow it feels like a
forever.
At first only essential matters were discussed through telephone calls, emails, texts. Then the Zoom
meetings began – our “new normal” – at least for a little while longer.
Throughout this very strange time, however, we have found ways to get together to continue to
work on needed projects together, to study together, and to simply share time with one another.
Currently, FCC groups that are meeting via Zoom include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Men’s B&B Fellowship
Bible Nerds
Book Discussion Group
Zen Meditation
Youth Group
Caregivers Support Group
Children’s Ministry Team
Music & Arts Ministry Team
Stephen Ministry
Visitation Ministry Team
Church Council
FCC Staff

As needs arise in our
local community,
ad hoc groups are
forming to address
these matters as
we are able. An
example of this is the
recent dissolution of
Ecumenical Social
Ministries. First
Congregational Church has been an ardent
supporter of the ecumenical community
resource. Its loss is difficult especially at this
time. Many members of our church family have
stepped forward hoping that we can continue
some of the outreach that has earned us the
name “the Peanut Butter Church.” (More news
on this in our next issue of The Communicator.)
Thank you to everyone who is now and who
will be involved in the energy and service of
First Congregational United Church of Christ.
We are a family of faithful action – including
the creation of our “new normal.”

With your
support,
dedication,
and generosity,
we did it!

We Raised the Roof!

THANK YOU!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.
THE COMMUNICATOR is published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the summer.
The next issue will be September | October 2020.
The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.
If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We
invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (September | October 2020 Issue)
is Saturday, August 15, 2020.
Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.
REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.

			
			

• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.

