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SABBATICAL 2020
That’s the title I’ve had on my folder for a couple of years. I’ve worked on 
this Lilly Grant that long. It was submitted in April 2019. I found out that we 
were awarded the grant of $33,485 in August 2019. The funds are budgeted to 
cover travel costs to Guatemala for a month, an interim pastor in my absence, a 
congregational project, and follow up celebrations.

First, what is a sabbatical grant? The Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program at Christian 
Theological Seminary offers a grant up to $50,000 every year to any congregation that wants to apply. 
First Congregational Church of Colorado Springs offers a three-month sabbatical to their Called 
Clergy every five years. Studies show that sabbaticals for clergy prevent burn-out and enable clergy 
to stay in long term pastorates. A Sabbatical is not a vacation, though times of rest and refreshment 
are included.  

Lilly Grant Agreement page 1:
The purpose of this grant is to enable the Grantee to participate in the “Clergy Renewal Program,” a program 
designed to strengthen Christian congregations by providing opportunities for pastors to step away briefly from 
the persistent obligations of daily parish life and to engage in a period of renewal and reflection.

Program Rationale and Design 
We at FCC claim a ‘proactive witness to the possibility of a just world’ as 
central to our Just Peace pronouncement. Just Peace includes one’s mind, 
body and spirit in order to be expressed in one’s life. This time of renewal 
will focus on mind, body and spirit with the intent of expressing Just 
Peace in self, family, congregation, and community.

MIND
Our minds can lose creativity when we are focused on the same 
community and environment. By sending me, your Associate Pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin to Guatemala for a month, is a way of renewing 
the mind as I experience an immersion into a different culture and the 
ecumenical peace movement of Central America. I will meet and hear 
from individuals and congregations involved in establishing justice 
and peace throughout the region through the guidance of Rev. Ricardo 
Mayol-Bracero. 
Rev. Mayol-Bracero is based in Guatemala City. He works closely with the 
Ecumenical Christian Council of Guatemala, and is the regional 
Consultant to International Ministries of UCC and the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society.

continued on page 2.
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BODY 
We recognize that part 
of the dis-ease of our 
American culture is 
disconnection from our 
physical body. Many of us 
tend to live in our thoughts, 
busily moving from one 
activity to another, without 
recogniton that our bodies 
are affected.

Holistically, nonviolence 
is experienced from the 
inside out. Being at peace 
with oneself is being aware 
of our physical needs 
and expresssions. Only 
through embodied faith 

can we be whole. Peaceful living through nonviolence is an affirming approach directly linked to 
the health of self and congregation. During this sabbatical I will be renewing my body by awareness 
of the physical self, consciously connecting with my body to nurture nonviolence through exercise, 
mindfulness, and meditation. 

SPIRIT
It is easy to lose spiritual practices with many life changes and transitions. The lack of spiritiual 
practices can leave justice and peace work less discerning and simply self-serving. Both communal 
and individual practices connect us to God’s Spirit. I will take this time to intentionally renew my 
spiritual practices by experiencing culturally different worship and continuing to make art. I look 
forward to meeting local artists that use their art as social justice.

Intended benefits for both pastor and congregation.
PASTOR
The intended benefits for the pastor is having extended time to spend with my family which is 
precious and rare. It is intentional time spent with my children as they claim their own faith and 
spiritual identity as emerging adults. A second benefit is exploring Just Peace work of another 
country. It is important to be the receiver of information and an observer rather than always the 
leader. I look forward to the insights, new connections, and friends living in Guatemala. Third, the 
benefit of the last two months of the sabbatical is the ability to embrace a restorative rhythm of life 
that includes art and tending my horses and farm.

CONGREGATION
Benefits for the congregation include experiencing the different pastoral 
leadership of my interim replacement; taking the opportunity to 
collaborate on a piece of communal art with local artists; and the renewed 
and fresh look at immigration, homelessness, and envioronmental issues 
on my return.  

The schedule is developing as we go along. My Sabbatical Team will help 
to implement sabbatical challenges to the congregation while I am gone. 
I’ll keep you updated on the lastest developments in Spring. Adelante!
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C H E C K  I T  O U T !
b y  J e a n i e  T a t e ,  G r e g g  L i b r a r y  L i b r a r i a n

jeneanetate@yahoo.com

M i s s i o n ,  G i v i n g ,  O u t r e a c h , 
t h e  l i f e s t y l e . . . 

b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d ,  C h a i r  o f  M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h
mgo@fcucc.org

Mission....Giving....Outreach can be the most recent charity project you have 
completed. It can be a team you serve on and it can be a lifestyle you practice. I 
prefer to think of it as all of the above. One often leads to another.

Several projects, mission trips and committees have gradually led 
me into viewing life as one big opportunity to serve those around 
me. We often think of service to a particular group; but I would 
say that the reminder in scripture to love one another is universal.

One of the “tasks” of the local church is to encourage and emulate 
love and service. Our church does a good job of providing us 
opportunities to get beyond our comfort. The purpose? I believe 
it is to create a hunger within all of us to put our beliefs into our 
everyday living. Awareness of the needs of those you sit next to 
in the pews; compassion for the little ones who faithfully march 
down to the front of the Sanctuary for their Children’s Message; 
a One Big Question adult Faith Formation class; a day trip to 
experience the needs of those without shelter and yes, even 
stretching more by serving and volunteering on a team like Mission Giving & Outreach (MG&O). It’s 
all a risk. It will challenge you and I. It may “waz” you out sometimes; yet gradually it awakens us 
and we realize that we have changed! Oh so gently, our thoughts of mission, giving and outreach has 
become who we are, not just what we do.

Join MG&O as our guest. Listen to the stories of others who are also growing more aware of
life on the margins. More information? Email Pauli Hubbard (mgo@fcucc.org). Thank you!

Few people walk through 
the Gregg Library at First 
Congregational Church to 
actually browse the shelves. It’s a 
shame – we’re constantly adding 

new books, at least twenty-four in December alone. 
However…our entire catalog is just a click away. 
From the church website (www.fcucc.org), click “who 
we are” and then “gregg library.” You can do the 
standard searches, see books with covers, print  lists, 
and email me with requests. The Library Team will 
check out your choices and they’ll be waiting for you 
in the Library. Watch for more tips next month!
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A D V O C A C Y :  A  C a l l  t o  A c t i o n !
b y  M a r g a r e t  R e i b e r ,  J u s t  P e a c e  M i n i s t r y  Te a m  M e m b e r
m j r e i b e r @ g m a i l . c o m

What does the Lord require of you? 
We sing these Micah 6 words most every Sunday and we profess to be an “Open 
and Affirming, Just Peace United Church of Christ Church.” In our church vision 
we also claim to be “setting a table for all who hunger and thirst.” Why do we 
enthusiastically embrace these positions at FCC? What are we being called to do?

FIRST , it is helpful to revisit the UCC’s Biblical foundation for advocacy. Beginning with the Old 
Testament, in the very first book, Genesis reminds us in the story of Cain and Abel that we are 
our brother’s and sister’s keeper. In Exodus, God’s law calls for individual piety and communal 
responsibility for the well-being of all. God continues over and over to instruct the Israelites to 
remember the stranger, the foreigner, the orphan and the widow and those in need due to poverty 
and hunger. In Deuteronomy, God admonishes them to leave some grain in the fields for foreigners, 
orphans and widows. Let’s not forget the Biblical prophets. They railed against those who enjoyed 
luxurious living while the poor were left to suffer. Amos, for example, denounced those who 
trampled the poor and needy, and like Amos, Isaiah condemned their treatment as well. Proverbs 
gives us further insight into God’s call for us to speak out for the destitute and defend the rights of 
the poor and needy. These are just a few Old Testament examples of what the Lord requires.

In the New Testament, Jesus is our example for love, peace and justice. He repeatedly reaches out to 
poor people, women, lepers, and prostitutes. Jesus becomes our guide and inspiration as he defines 
our neighbor as anyone who is in need, including social outcasts (Luke 10:25-37). But, my very, most 
favorite biblical passage for a “Call to Action” is found in Matthew 25:31-46. …”and when did we do 
that?” they asked, and Jesus responded, “When you did it to the least of these.”
It is clear from both the Old and New Testaments that our Christian charge, our “Call to Action,” 
includes a responsibility for the most vulnerable.

SECOND , to paraphrase, the United Church of Christ outlines ADVOCACY as an action taken to 
bring about justice. Yes, it is true that FCC is doing much to fulfill the “Call to Action,” and many of 
you are already aware of these FCC initiatives. 
Talk to Rev. Jacque Franklin or any other Just Peace Ministry Team member if you are interested or 
have questions regarding any of the following additional ways to respond.
 • Join the Just Peace Ministry Team and explore ways you can become more involved in  
   advocacy, including things you can do representing yourself. 
 • Consider joining the ACTIVE HOPE - Environmental-Justice Group and explore ways to  
  create awareness and take action on matters related to environmental issues in our community  
  and globally. Ani Rose Whaleswan (livingstonesunlimited@gmail.com) can assist you.
 • Speak up for a peace and justice issue that you care deeply about. The Just Peace Ministry  
  Team would love to help you find an affinity group of like-minded people to connect and join  
  with you.
 • Join the online UCC Justice and Peace Action Network which is part of the Justice and Witness  
  Ministries, one of four Covenanted Ministries of the UCC and approved by the UCC General  
  Synod. (It helps churches like ours respond to God’s commandments to do justice, seek peace,  
  and effect change for a better world, AND IT CAN BE DONE ONLINE!)

Because we live in a democracy and because we belong to a denomination that promotes advocacy, 
we have a privilege and a responsibility to add our voice to this “Call to Action” as an advocate for 
social justice.
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Quite a few houses of our early pastors, 
many provided as part of their income, 
can still be found around town. We have 
lost information on where the first two 
pastors, Rev. Edwards and Rev. Dougherty, 

lived, but the third, Rev. Roselle Cross, lived on the South-East 
corner of Tejon and Boulder Streets. The house has long since 
been replaced by small shops.

For long-term pastor James B. Gregg and his sizeable family, 
a house was built on 731 North Cascade Avenue. It can still 
be found, but now sits at 9 East Dale Street (just around the 
corner) where it was moved before 1907. The house was too 
large for  childless pastor William Ranney and his wife, so they 
ended up on 1501 Wood Avenue, where the charming house 
still sits.

The next pastor, Fred Staff, came 
with a small family, so another 
house was found on 1343 North 
Nevada Avenue, but because of his 
weak constitution they later moved 
them to 219 East Willamette, closer 
to the church.

Around 1926 the church 
purchased the parsonage at 
1331 North Nevada Avenue, 
where the next three pastors, 
Rev. Tompkins, Rev. Brown, and 
Rev. Williams resided. A new 
parsonage at 1435 North Tejon 
housed the Rev. Manthei and the 
Rev. Dick.

The final church-supplied 
parsonage was at 2200 Wood 
Avenue, purchased at the arrival 
of Pastor Maurice McDowell in 
1954, but after he left, housing 
was up to the individual pastors, 
beginning with the Rev. Holland, 
who obtained a house at 901 
North 28th Street. This address presently doesn't exist. Before the 1917 
annexation of (Old) Colorado City it was called 8th Street and had ten 
blocks, so 901 possibly existed for a while after the renaming to 28th 
Street, but a later re-numbering may have erased that.

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  B u i l t  o n  R o c k
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n

c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m  

Ranney residence, 1501 Wood Ave.

Parsonage, 1331 N. Nevada Ave.

Parsonage, 2200 Wood Ave.

Gregg mansion, now at 9 East Dale Street

Staff house, 1343 N. Nevada Ave.

Parsonage, 1435 N. Tejon Street
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Five years ago, when we launched the Just Peace initiative at First Congregational 
Church, we had no idea about the world we might be living in today. Our intent 
was simply to support a peace-building vision for living in our homes, church, 
community, nation, and world. We proclaimed the idea that each of us can 
become peace-builders, simply by how we choose to treat and engage with each 
other—one conversation at a time.  

Today, our world and nation seem more split than any time in recent memory.  In hard, divisive 
times, what should be our Just Peace response?  While our nation is embroiled in turmoil, FCC, is 
trying to make sense of its own pain, loss, disconnection, disappointment, suspicion, and next steps.  
The visions of Just Peace, Micah 6, and Open & Affirming aren’t just for others in far off places and 
issues around the globe. The needs for care and peace-building are alive and well in our church. 

For most of us, it is so difficult 
to separate ourselves from our 
experiences, our feelings, the 
stories we tell ourselves, and the 
culture in which we find ourselves. 
We get caught up and find ourselves reacting and wanting to justify our reactions.  What do we do 
with others we might see as antagonists, problems, troublemakers, or enemies? Do we just label and 
disregard them?  How do we love them?  

How do I remember and put into action the words of Jesus, Micah 6, and the intentions in our Open & 
Affirming and Just Peace covenants? For me, I need to cling to a simple vision of what I need for myself 
and what I want for my community. A mission and vision statement wrapped up in one simple word 
-- a word that will inspire me to respond in a way that might help. 

The one word I’ve selected for myself for 2020 is community.  In thinking about this word, I’ve also 
asked myself, what if I used the word community as a verb?  What does that mean for me?  I believe 
that whatever our problem, community is the answer—if we’re willing to sit and listen to each other 
patiently in love.

My vision of community means that the process of dialogue may be more important than clinging 
to what we think may be the one-best-answer. With so many feelings, values, questions, and issues 
swirling around our church, the process of community dialogue is my healthiest idea for moving 
forward. How else do we develop our own group-conscience of who we are and how we could move 
forward together?  

Each of us want to matter, hope to contribute, and need to be heard. We can come together and 
embrace our most pressing and shared values— For Example: transparency, honesty, equality, and 
contribution.  We can also join in facilitated dialogue where we really listen to each other and come 
up with ideas and feedback for our church leadership. This church is for all of us and we can speak 
up in defense of our community and our values. The old notion of relying on some outside authority 
or a chosen few to decide for us needs to give way to methods of on-going community dialogue and 
collaboration.

continued on page 7.

O n e  W o r d ?
b y  R i c h  L a w ,  J u s t  P e a c e  M i n i s t r y  C h a i r
l a w r t 5 5 @ g m a i l . c o m
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A Just Peace Pronouncement 
First Congregational United Church 

of Christ of Colorado Springs 
Voted on and Approved of at the 
Congregational Annual Meeting, 

January 29, 2017 

We, members of First Congregational 
United Church of Christ of

Colorado Springs, declare ourselves to 
be a Just Peace Church. We strive to be 
a community where respect and justice 
are foundational. We seek to share equal 
power, build nonviolent relationships, 

discover ways in which, as a church and 
as individuals, we can alleviate systemic 

injustice, confront violence, foster 
peaceful relationships, promote conflict 

resolution, and reconciliation in our 
homes, neighborhoods, communities, 

nation, and world.

Open and Affirming Statement 
Conferred February 19, 1999

We are an Open & Affirming Church 
inviting people of every age, race, 

national origin, marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression, means, 
ability, and spiritual tradition to join 

together in the love of God and neighbor 
through Christian worship,

education, care, fellowship, and 
outreach.

continued from page 6.

We are a Congregational church.  We are hard-
wired to question, discuss, sometimes argue, 
deliberate, and in the end, vote. It’s what’s best 
about us and it’s what slows us down. Maybe, 
now is the time to slow down a bit more, take 
a long hard look at where we are, be more 
transparent than we have before, and then engage 
in dialogue about how we want to move forward. 

What kind of community do we want to have?   
Who do we really consider to be a part of our 
community?  Who is our neighbor? These are 
some of the questions that are behind my chosen 
word of community.  

Our world, nation, and Colorado Springs needs 
First Congregational Church more than ever.  We 
need to be whole, strong, skilled, and live up 
to our Just Peace, Micah 6, and Open & Affirming 
intentions. Many of the young people Nancy and 
I had in our FCC Youth Group about thirty-two 
years ago are now grown and doing amazing 
things in our world!  This underscores for me that 
our FCC community can be such a valuable asset 
of support to each of us and the children who 
attend with their families.  How will we show up 
in support of our FCC children and teens?  How 
will we support our young families and those 
precious children in this troubled world?

God gives us our voice for a reason.  Being 
open to truly hearing all the different voices in 
our community is our first step.  As we begin 
to dialogue with each other and decide what it 
means to be in community, are you willing to sit 
in dialogue with us, be patient, and have your 
voice heard in a way that honors our peace-
building intentions?

For all of your best hopes for 2020, 
what is your one best word?
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A  C o o k i n g  S c h o o l  S u m m a r y
b y  C h r i s t i n e  H a l l ,  C o o k i n g  S c h o o l  C o o r d i n a t o r
c h r i s t i n e _ c _ h a l l @ m s n . c o m

This past year we started on April 5 with Lisa 
Mason presenting “Kentucky Derby Prize-winning 
recipes” with Baby Hot Browns, Benedictine Cucumber Salad, Betty 
Waldron’s potatoes, and finishing with Ted Dressie’s Kentucky 
Derby pie (chocolate chips and pecans whipped together with 
plenty of butter, sugar, and eggs). We were off to a running start!

Sharron Waterhouse followed on May 31 with a variety of “Simple 
Snacks for Bridge, Poker, and Church Groups” to include a host of 
treats such as Rolo Treats, Pepper Poppers, Green Chili Squares, 
Kathy’s Crixpix Crunch, Rosebuds cocktail… and more, culminating 
in Brisket Sliders.” It was a veritable Smorgasbord of fabulous finger 
foods for many occasions.

On June 28, we followed a time-honored tradition of featuring 
“Five Ingredients or Less” recipes presented by three different 
volunteers from the “Cooking School.” We ran the gamut from 
Bruschetta by Lisa Mason, Rutabaga-Potato Smash/Polish Sausage 
by Sylvia Strubel, to a Revolutionary War apple pie recipe 
presented by Christine Hall.

Susan Schenk, a professional caterer on loan to us from Temple 
Shalom, stepped up to the role of presenter on July 26 and 

introduced us to a number of Mediterranean Salads to include Marinated Tomato Peach Salad with 
Herb Butter Toast, Grapefruit and Avocado Salad with leafy greens served with a mint vinaigrette 
dressing, a wheat salad with vegetables… and more. Refreshing and welcome for summertime 
dining! 
Carol Ehemann and Tonya Lewis, frequent attendees of our “Cooking School” from St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, presented “Pinwheels and Possibilities” on August 30. They taught us the art 
of making Spinach Goat Cheese Pinwheels, Smoked Salmon Pinwheels, Cranberry Feta Pinwheels, 
Monte Cristo Pinwheels using crescent rolls, Raspberry Cream Cheese Pinwheel Pastries… and more. 
Delicious and showy for cocktail parties or as hors d’oeuvres before a main course.

On September 27, we visited “Uchenna Ethiopian Restaurant” in Old Colorado City, and were 
treated to huge round platters of Ethiopian foods to include La Jardiniere Mediterranean Salad, 
chickpea salad, shrimp salad, steak, chicken, and lamb meats served with pita bread and Injera (a 
type of bread used for scooping the food rather than using silverware). Chef Maya spent time with 
us describing life in Ethiopia, her experience of immigrating to America and setting up a business, as 
well as the recipes she learned from her mother and grandmother. A very popular luncheon event!

Our own Alyce Morgan brought us to conclusion on October 25 with a session on “New Twists on 
Traditional Holiday Vegetable Dishes, just in time for the holidays.” Alyce, a true professional in 
the kitchen, brings us not only new recipes but a prospective on holiday cooking with an emphasis 
on making certain we keep everything fresh, simple, and organized so that we, too, can enjoy the 
occasions along with our guests. Her recipe for “Baby Jesus Brussels Sprouts” was the perfect 
conclusion to this year’s “Cooking School” recipes!

The FCC Cooking School is open to EVERYONE! Join us this year for new culinary presentations!

First Congregational 
Church’s “Cooking School” 

completed its tenth year on 
October 25, 2019, 

just in time for us to fire up 
our ovens for the holidays 

and begin baking our 
Christmas cookies. 

We meet once a month 
on a Friday, from Lent 

through Harvest Season, 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 
in the FCC Kitchen. 

We feature presenters from 
within our congregation 

and from other 
congregations, all with 

recipes and stories 
designed to inspire and 
encourage us to create 
community around the 

kitchen table.
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This is a challenging time for our church.  How can we best respond in adversity?  
I’d like to offer a story…

In 1968, during the height of the Vietnam War, a U.S. Army Physician reported for 
duty. Upon arrival in Saigon, he was immediately surrounded by a throng of begging children. In 
the prior years, GI’s had transacted with local prostitutes. The resulting Amerasian children were 
untouchables… outcasts in Vietnamese society. The children were caring for the toddlers and infants, 
and all were pleading for his attention.

Overwhelmed and horrified, the physician reached into his pockets, threw all his money at them and 
ran to his quarters. Somehow he had the presence of mind to pray: “Help me pay attention to this 
problem long enough to know what to do about it.”  The result was an adoption agency which gave 
birth to tens of thousands of families around the world.  

Two things strike me about his prayer. First, he knew where he was stuck and asked for help at that 
point. His emotional reactivity was interfering with his ability to see and think clearly. This reminds 
me of the many Jesus stories which begin with a stated need: “I’m lame… I’m blind… I’ve got a sick 
kid.” Jesus then heals what needs healing. Sometimes we are just hurting and can’t name our need; in 
those cases “Help” may be our best prayer. But when we have the self-awareness to ask for what we 
need, that specific invitation can open us up in an important way.

The second thing is “… pay attention long enough… ” Jesuit priest, Walter Burghardt 
said “Prayer is a long, loving look at the real.” Long, loving look. When we are in 
pain, we often don’t want to look. Or if we do look, we may do so briefly and not 
lovingly… protecting ourselves with denial, rationalization, blaming, etc.  

What would it be like to take a long, loving look at what is real for First 
Congregational Church now?  With compassion (for self and others) and curiosity 
to ask, perhaps to pray: “What do I need to see in myself? What do I need to see in 
our community? How can I learn, how can we learn?” Another Jesuit prayer puts 
it this way: “Help me see myself as you see me.” To me, that means seeing oneself 
more accurately and lovingly. When we see ourselves like this, we naturally see 
others in the same way.  

C h a l l e n g i n g  T i m e s
b y  C h a d  G l a n g ,  F C C  M e m b e r

c h a d . g l a n g @ g m a i l . c o m

Father Walter Burghardt
1914-2008

NEW HOURS AT FCC
The FCC Office is now 

closed on Mondays.
New Opening Hours: 

Tuesday-Thursday (9am-4pm)
Friday (9am-1pm)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Annual Meeting 

of the Congregation
Sunday, February 23, 2020 - 9:45 a.m.

There will be one worship service 
at 8:30 a.m. The meeting will be 

concurrent with Sunday School for 
children through 5th Grade.



january | february 2020 10

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  N o v .  3 ,  2 0 1 9  -  J a n .  5 ,  2 0 2 0
THANK YOU to those who served as liturgists in worship, including Lisa Mason, Larry Patzer, Gloria 
Latimer, John Stefonik, Sarah, Rob, Iris, and Gus Lund, Nancy Henjum, Ceil Malek, Rich and Nancy 
Law, and Julia Nace. Special Music has been provided by many, including Joyce Hanagan, the Bells of 
Saint Vrain Handbell Ensemble, the Women's Ensemble, Ruth Lehmkuhl, the Chancel Choir, Linda 
Cummings, the FCC Flute Choir, Phyllis White, Polly Strovink and Kathy Lindeman, Marianne 
Danehy, Jenny George, Pam Lehmkuhl, and Paul Schwotzer. We have had memorable sermons 
given by guest preachers Rev. Sue Artt (Conference Minister of the Rocky Mountain Conference) and 
Rev. Clare Twomey (Moderator of the Southeastern Association of the Rocky Mountain Conference). 
Kids’ Community Worship, Godly Play Worship, Youth Ministry, and Sunday School has continued 
to be facilitated with the help of Marti Booth, the Children's Ministry Team, Regina Kornmesser, 
Tom Francis and Megan Foss, Kari and Jason Hayman, John Felps, Emily Bowker, Rob Lund, 
Kea Hokanson, Maren and Kisti Felps, and Denise Ellsworth. We kicked off a new Sunday School 
sememster with the following teachers: Claire Radtke, Barb Reichert, Rachael Whitehead, Mollie 
Williams, Anabelle Malcolm, Alysa Webb, Jane Ridings, Regina Kornmesser, Monk Putnam, and 
Julia Nace. The Advent season included candle lighters, Ubuntus, and Advent liturgists, including 
Eva and Sarah Newbrough, Maren and Silas Felps, Sam, Lucy and Violet Cavin, Zander and Adam 
Ross, Iris Lund, the McCormick Family, Alysa Webb, Matthew and Sammy Cole. Jerry White, Jim 
and Patti White facilitated the first of two Fall/Winter Film Series Evenings. Activities such as the 
Fall Festival, Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch, Hanging of the Greens, Nine Lessons and Carols Service, 
Dinner on the Grounds,  The 108th Annual Christmas Mystery Pageant, and 5th Sunday Fellowship 
were made possible with the generous time and support of the Stewardship Ministry Team, the FCC 
Youth Group, Curt Daniel, Joan Ericson and Jim Matson, Ruth Koenigsamen, Connie Raub, Monk, 
the Care and Fellowship Ministry Team, the Children's Ministry Team, the Mystery Team, the Music 
and Arts Ministry Team, and the many bakers of hundreds of Christmas cookies! Thank you to the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry knitters and crocheters who made beautiful red stoles for the Ushers. Thank 
you to the Nursery Attendants, who spent a considerable amount of time deep-cleaning the Nursery! 
ALL who contributed to the Youth Groups 2020 Mission Trips and ALL who volunteered for the 
Interfaith Hospitality Network hosting in November. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Victoria Hansen and Rich Law for being honored to perform the roles of 
Mary and Joseph during the 108th Annual Mystery Pageant. Congratulations also to Ted Lindeman, 
for his completion of his 50th AdAmAn ascent up Pikes Peak for the New Year’s Eve fireworks.

We continue to lift up PRAYERS for Tom Hershberger, Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle 
Jordan who are all in cancer treatment. Prayers are also offered for Teri Addison, Lawrence Kolz, Dolly 
Eager, Judy Davis, Amber Rose, are dealing with health concerns. Ben Young, Ginny Kane, Angie 
Adams, Yvonne Zalabak Cotter, Patrick Trumpore, Ester Seright, Christine Brachtenbach are all 
recovering from surgery. Julie Kiley’s mother, Kathy Kemling, and David Petersen’s sister, Kaaren, 
of CA are struggling with cognitive decline and prayers to Clay Taylor’s father, Bill, who is in hospice.

We offer CONDOLENCES to Kaitlyn O’Donnell, for the loss of her father, Raymond O’Donnell, who 
passed away on December 18, and to Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff for the loss of her aunt, Sandi Tetzlaff, who 
passed away on December 17. Condolences to the Nath Family on the loss of Cindy’s sister, Nancy 
Lynn Abbott Erstad, who died from cancer on December 1, and to Beth Reasoner for the loss of her 
Aunt Allis Ferguson Edelman on December 9. Condolences also to Linda Boles for the loss of her 
husband John, who passed away on December 31. A memorial service will be held at FCC on January 
31, at 10am.
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Paul Schwotzer 
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Rich Law
- Just Peace
OPEN
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Leadership Cultivation Committee
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sarah Lund, Victoria Hansen
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Kathy Kreps
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
OPEN
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Brian Dimit, John Spears
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Ruth Roland
- Director of Financial Ministry
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry

CHURCH COUNCIL
Connie Brachtenbach
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Lynne Stefonik
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
OPEN
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians
Christine Hitt
- Accompanist

NURSERY STAFF
Kären Knabe
- Nursery Attendant Supervisor
Sean Drevs, Kären Knabe, 
Kaitlyn O’Donnell & Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse 
Ann Benson 
- Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Blake Pelton
- Lay Representative to ESM
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp, 
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Pat Steffens, 
Phyllis White, Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
MaryEllen Beltracchi
- The Communicator Proof-Reader

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Derek Krehbiel
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Anya Powers, Liz Shelton
- Seminarians

Candace Woods, 
Mallory Everhart, 
Samantha Garrett, Anya Powers
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is published bi-monthly.  
The next issue will be for March & April, 2020.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (March & April 2020 Issue)  
is Saturday, February 15.  

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


