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Te n d i n g t h e S o i l , Te n d i n g t h e S o u l

by Re v. Ja cque Franklin , Minister of Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org

I love First Congregational Church's new program year theme: “Tending the Soil,
Tending the Soul.” Maybe it’s because I’m a farmer at heart where family planted that
value in my earliest memories. It’s also because I see the correlation of the Soil and the
Soul. As a clergy, obviously my gardening skills are put to work in tending the soul.
In a world with climate change and environmental statistics threatening our peace of
heart, it may be essential to look at soil as soul of the earth. Without soil nothing lives.
Without our soul, the spark of life, we are an empty shell. There is always a limit to
analogies. The congregation’s work has often been cited as “growing the Saints.” The church or congregation is
the nurturing soil that tends the souls of all the growing Saints. I like that image. We never stop growing in our
walk with God. We are either reaching up higher or bearing fruit or deepening our roots, or decomposing back
to the source so that others can grow. That process is held in the container of this place we call “church.”
There are four levels in our theme; Humus, Top Soil, Subsoil, and Bedrock. Using the analogy of soil, these
four levels work in harmony to produce fertile soil for what grows. Soil is defined as a “collection of natural
bodies of the earth’s surface capable of supporting life.” According to Mother Earth News, the best soil comes
from sources of organic matter that is as diverse as possible. That sounds like a good idea for church too! Soil
is essential for life; it is a medium for growth; it filters and balances the atmosphere, water, and pollutants.
Church does that! Soil continually recycles important resources and so should
church. Let’s look at the four levels of soil:
Table of Contents
HUMUS – made up of organic materials, the more diverse the better. It is the
surface of the soil that is mixed in with the topsoil. It should be welcoming
and warm and nurturing. This is the entry level of experiencing a new group,
a new spiritual practice, a new idea in faith formation class, worship for the
first time, anything new that takes us out of our comfort zone but puts us in an
environment to grow.
TOPSOIL – is actively tilled and turned over regularly. This is the place where
we try things out for awhile. We become regular attendees of worship, a faith
formation class, bring a dish to pass to a church pot luck, attend a fellowship
group.
SUBSOIL – is for root systems to grow and mature. Connections to the soil
become more permanent and the give and take of the root system supports the
soil as the soil supports the growth. Our growth as church members becomes
deeper as we make more connections with our community and are able to
participate in giving back, as in teaching Faith Formation classes, becoming a
Stephen Minister, leading worship in the Chancel Choir.
BEDROCK – supplies the surface, platform, for the future soil components.
Leadership is the bedrock of the congregation as it is the support and stability
of all that the soil can do. It leaches minerals and other nutrients into the soil,
allowing underground rivers to form and flow, shifting with time and directing
continued on page 2.
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the land. Bedrock can be the members who have gone before us and left a vision so bold that we are still
inspired. Bedrock is the story of Jesus Christ that shapes the hills and valleys of our lives. Bedrock are also
leaders that are steadfast and constant. Leaders have vision and wisdom on Church Council or Leadership
Cultivation Committee. Sometimes it takes earthquakes or tectonic plate movement to expose the bedrock
to weather the event that then feeds and forms the basis of fertile soil. At some time bedrock recycles and
nurtures the soil with its own substance. That’s the kind of leadership that is labeled bedrock.
In this issue of The Communicator, look for the four levels of participation in each ministry area!

If you would like to learn more about any of the following, please contact Pastor Jacque Franklin,
Minister of Pastoral Care and/or stop by the Ministry Fair on Sunday, September 29 in the Founders' Room.

COMMITMENT
LEVEL

HUMUS

TOP
SOIL

SUBSOIL

BEDROCK

MISSION
GIVING
AND
OUTREACH

• Nominate a
Micah 6 recipient
and come to the
dinner

JUST
PEACE

• Attend a
compassionate
communication
class

FELLOWSHIP

CARE

• Go on an FCC
• Learn to make a
Trail Trekkers outing Prayer Shawl
• Attend FCC's
• Deliver or make a
Cooking School
U-Care Casserole
• Learn how to knit
• Attend a grief or
and crochet in a
caregiver support
class
group

• Explore the Mission • Attend an Affinity
Fair and find out
education group
who are our mission and participate in
partners
social justice action

• Attend the
• Join the online
All-Church
prayer group and
Thanksgiving dinner pray weekly for
and bring a dish to
concerns
share
• Assist in
• Attend a Fellowship transportation in
Group, such as
getting someone to
Young Adults,
church
Young Families,
POPS

• Participate in
a mission trip or
fund another to
participate
• Help plan the
Micah 6 dinner

• Join an Affinity
group and be a part
of the movement!

• Join a 9-to -Dine
group for the year
• Bring a dish to
share for 5th
Sunday Fellowship

• Join the MG&O
Committee
• Help with the
survey and picking
our next grant
recipients

• Join the Just Peace • Join the Fellowship • Become a Stephen
Team that oversees
Coordination Team! Minister or Stephen
the Just Peace
Leader
activities of the
• Help lead grief and
congregation
caregiver support
groups

• Join the Visitation
Team and visit
people who want
to be connected
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Financial Ministry

by Ruth Roland,Director of Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org

If you would like to learn more about any of the following, please contact Ruth Roland,
Director of Financial Ministry and/or stop by the Ministry Fair on Sunday,
September 29 in the Founders' Room.

COMMITMENT
LEVEL

STEWARDSHIP TEAM

FACILITIES
TEAM

SAFETY
TEAM

• Come to Dinner
• Participate in a
on the Grounds
Church Fix-It Day!
and bring a potluck
dish!

• Participate in a
Safety Drill!

• Participate in a
semi-annual
Clean-Up Day!

TOP
SOIL

• Help setup or
cleanup for Dinner
on the Grounds

• Help organize
supplies and tools
for Fix-It Day

• Participate in a
Safety or Mental
Health Training

• Help organize
supplies and tools
for Clean-Up
Day

SUBSOIL

• Join the
Stewardship
Team to help plan
more appreciation
activities

• Join the Facilities
• Join the Safety
Team to help create Team to help plan
a 3-5 year Capital
safety policies and
Improvements plan
procedures

BEDROCK

• Co-chair the Team

• Co-chair the Team

HUMUS

GROUNDS
TEAM

• Join the Grounds
Team to help
maintain the
Master Landscape
plan

• Co-chair the Team • Co-chair the Team

The Forum begins on Rally
Sunday (September 8) with a
presentation about our organ
in the Sanctuary by Director of
Music Ministry, David Acton.
Notices about upcoming speakers in The Forum will be in Primo Congo
Weekly (weekly eblasts) and the monthly email about The Forum, in addition to
being posted outside the Carey Chapel doors on Sundays.
See you on Sundays at 9:45 a.m.!
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Children's Ministry

by Del Hokanson, Director of Children's & Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org

Rally Day promises to be simpler this year. The Children’s Ministry Team will
be elevating awareness of some key themes though, so see if you can translate
“We are all Ministers” into the visual in the Atrium. During the Fall, kids in Kids'
Community Worship will be weaving their own ministry stoles as a form of
meditational prayer each week, building a reminder that they too are Ministers of Love, Kindness,
and Justice out in the world. This idea underpins the fall weekly focus as we transform the Kids'
Community Worship Space into a CLASSROOM FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. Each week we will discover
a new person who stood up for human rights, from Nelson Mandela to Dr Seuss to Moses and
translate how to transfer what we learn to how we respond in a school yard, backyard, sportsfield.

You
TOO are a
minister!

As a staff, we are propagating and supporting you to find a niche in ministering,
forming relationships, building a sense of belonging to this community, while
promoting multiple leadership opportunities across the board. Check out the
table of engagement on the next page for Children’s Ministry.

See if something speaks to you and visit Rob Lund at the new Ministry Fair
(scheduled for Sunday, September 29) or Del Hokanson anytime, with any
questions or indications of interest. Please be reminded there is not a one-way set of steps – this visual
offers fluid movement with flow both up, down, or sideways. I personally like the idea of “tithing”
and ascertaining where you might commit to ten hours of “community service” in a year. Help to
enrich the soil with your gifts and interests. There are many ways.
The template below and on the next page integrates our new program theme of Tending the Soil,
Tending the Soul, which you will hear more about from the September pulpit. The Children’s Ministry
Team is planning a truly “Hands On” soil activity in Rally Sunday classrooms.		
Deep Peace and Blessings,
Del
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COMMITMENT
LEVEL

CHILDREN'S
WORSHIP

HUMUS

• KC Worship be a one-time
helper, no
planning needed

• Prepare for
Help with:
set-up for
• One-time
events
classroom set• Attend events
up and supplies
• One-time Summer and
participate
camp set-up
• Rally Sunday setup and/or clean up

TOP
SOIL

• Serve as a
Once-a-month
Godly Play
storyteller

• 10-week Sunday
• Coordinate
School teacher
Fall Fest
• Member of
Children's Ministry • Coordinate
Team - monthly
Shrove
meetings
Tuesday
• Attendance
recorder
• Week-long
Summer Camp
Counsellor

SUBSOIL

BEDROCK

CHILDREN'S
FAITH
FORMATION

• Serve as a Godly Serve as:
Play
• Chair of Children's
Coordinator of
Ministry Team
kits and
• Summer Camp
schedule
Coordinator /
Visionary
• Recruit for KC
Worship leaders &
Sunday School
teachers
Serve as:
• Council member
for Education

ALL
CHURCH
EVENTS

OWL:
SEASON- SEXUALITY
AL SUP& OUR
PORT
FAITH

Set-up for:

Facilitate:

• Advent
program

• Kindergarten
/1st Grade
OWL

• Palm Sunday
• Lent

Coordinate:
• Advent
program
• Palm Sunday

• 5th / 6th
Grade OWL

Facilitate:
• 8th / 9th
Grade OWL
• 11th / 12th
Grade OWL

• Lent
program
Serve as:
• OWL
Planning
Team
• National
Trainer

If you would like to learn more about any of the following, please contact Del Hokanson,
Director of Children's and Family Ministry and/or stop by the Ministry Fair on
Sunday, September 29 in the Founders' Room.
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Lead Minister's Ministry
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by Heather Haginduff, Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org

If you would like to learn more about any of the following areas of ministry, please contact
Pastor Heather Haginduff, Lead Minister and/or stop by the Ministry Fair on Sunday,
September 29 in the Founders' Room.

COMMITMENT ADULT FAITH WORSHIP
LEVEL
FORMATION

HUMUS

TOP
SOIL

SUBSOIL

BEDROCK

• Attend The Forum,
One Big Question,
JWW Lectureship
Series, etc...

• Show up and
participate in
worship

LEADERSHIP MEMBERSHIP
CULTIVATION
COMMITTEE
• Attend an LCC
event or workshop

• Attend an FCC
Exploration

• Start and lead a new • Become an
• Engage an
offering for Adult
Usher, a Liturgist, LCC member
Faith Formation
an A/V Tech,
to ask questions
a Communion
about leadership
Server
and deepening
committment

• Join the church
through the
orientation and
vocation stages

• Join the JWW
• Join the
• Join the LCC to
Lectureship Team or Liturgical Arts
increase capacity,
The Forum Team
Ministry Team,
interview, and
the Music & Arts
nominate Council
Ministry Team, or members
the Spiritual Life
Ministry Team

• Join the Membership
Team to greet new
visitors and connect
the gifts of members
to the life of the
church

• Co-chair a team

• Co-chair the Team

• Co-chair a team

• Co-chair the Team
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Music and Arts Ministry

by David Acton, Director of Music and Arts Ministry
david@fcucc.org

If you would like to learn more about any of the following, please contact David Acton,
Director of Music and Arts Ministry and/or stop by the Ministry Fair on Sunday, September
29 in the Founders' Room.

COMMITMENT
LEVEL

HUMUS

TOP
SOIL
SUBSOIL
BEDROCK

CHANCEL
CHOIR
Sing In:
• Multi-Generational
Choir
• The Mystery
• M.A.S.S. (Music and Arts
Support Squad)

BELLS OF
SAINT VRAIN
HANDBELL
ENSEMBLE
• M.A.S.S.
- Music and Arts
Support Squad

GENERAL
MUSIC
MINISTRY
Serve or Sing:
• Concert Attendance recorder
• Multi-Generational Choirs
• The Mystery
• Music and Arts Support Squad
(M.A.S.S.)
Serve or Sing:
• Women's Ensemble
• Men's Ensemble
• Music and Arts Ministry Ad
Hoc Team (i.e. The Madrigal
Team)

Sing in:
• Women's Ensemble
• Men's Ensemble
• Madrigal Choir

Serve as a
• Substitute

Serve in:
• Chancel Choir
• Music and Arts Ministry
Team

Serve in:
• Bells of Saint Vrain
Handbell Ensemble

Serve:
• Ensemble Membership (i.e.
Chancel Choir, Bells of Saint
Vrain Handbell Ensemble)

Serve as:
• Attendance recorder
• Chancel Choir Librarian
• Music & Arts Ministry
Team Leader

Serve as:
• Substitute Coordinator
• Handbell Ensemble
Librarian
• Music & Arts Ministry
Team Leader

Serve as:
• Music and Arts Ministry Team
(3 year commitment)
• Atrium Art Display Coordinator
• Worship & Spiritual Life on
Church Council
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Musical Offerings at FCC
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by David Acton, Director of Music Ministry
david@fcucc.org

Calling music lovers of all ages! Are you interested in getting involved in music at First
Congregational Church, but don’t know how? This is your guide to learn about our
plethora of musical opportunities!
CHANCEL CHOIR
Chancel Choir begins rehearsals for the program year on
Wednesday, September 4. We rehearse every Wednesday night 7 p.m - 8:30 p.m. Chancel
Choir welcomes anyone of any musical ability, and we would love to have you join us!
To find out more about Chancel Choir and other choral opportunities this year, like
Multi-Generational Choir, Men's & Women's Ensembles, etc., contact David Acton.
THE BELLS OF SAINT VRAIN HANDBELL
ENSEMBLE
The Bells of Saint Vrain has openings for volunteers with
music reading experience and a strong sense of rhythm.
The Bells of Saint Vrain rehearse on Tuesday evenings, 7 p.m - 8:30 p.m. and ring
monthly in worship services. Please contact David Acton if you are interested in
learning more.
M.A.S.S. - MUSIC AND ARTS SUPPORT SQUAD
This group is our "on-call" group to assist the Music and Arts Team behind-thescenes with receptions, set-ups, and anything else we can think of. No musical ability required; simply the
desire to support the Music and Arts Ministry at First Congregational Church. Contact David Acton if you are
interested.
THAT'S NOT ALL
Love music but not sure how to be involved at FCC? Not sure if you'll fit in the choir or ring in tune? Think
you're too young? Too old? Don't want to sing, but play an instrument instead? Contact David Acton, because
there is a place for you!

OUR ORGAN CELEBRATES 130 YEARS!
This year, our beautiful and
historic Hook & Hastings
organ is celebrating 130 years
since its installation!
We will acknowledge this
important anniversary in
various ways throughout
the program year - including
educational events, a
presentation in The Forum,
and a special service on
Historical Sunday - so keep
an eye on your e-blasts and
bulletins for more!
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August Minor Flood Results
in Major Damage

by Ruth Roland, Director of Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org

As you may have noticed, the floor
in the FCC Kitchen is uneven and
warped. This happened on the evening
of August 2 when a fitting on a coffee
machine’s water connections broke,
resulting in water spraying into the
Kitchen. Not only was the kitchen
flooring damaged, but a microwave,
and walls, ceiling tiles, and the fire
monitoring system panels downstairs
were also affected. We are grateful to our custodian Bob Schaefer who discovered the problem and stayed
several hours cleaning up the damage, and to Sid Shelton and AniRose Whaleswan who dealt with the
resulting problems the next morning to make our church ready for a memorial service.
We have taken steps with the coffee machine vendor to mitigate future damage by installing copper tubing
and a leak detector. We have filed an insurance claim, and we’ve been assured that the damage is a covered
event except for the church’s deductible of $2,500. We also anticipate that our insurance company will be
speaking with the coffee machine vendor for possible subrogation of our deductible, though fault will be
difficult to prove.
Thanks for your patience as we make repairs. In the meantime, please avoid the Kitchen if at all possible and,
when you do enter the area, be extremely careful of the uneven flooring.
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FALL POPS GATHERING

Saturday, October 12, 6 p.m.
Hosted by Tom Francis and Jacque Franklin.
Please look for an evite in late September.
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Administration & Communications
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by Emily Bond, Director of Administration & Communications
emily@fcucc.org

If you would like to learn more about any of the following areas, please contact
Emily Bond, Director of Administration & Communications, and/or stop by the
Ministry Fair on Sunday, September 29 in the Founders' Room.

COMMITMENT
LEVEL

HUMUS
TOP
SOIL

SUBSOIL

BEDROCK

AROUND
THE CHURCH

COMMUNICATIONS

• Join us in worship

• Join us in worship and provide word-of-mouth
communication about upcoming FCC events
• Participate in FCC events

• Serve as a Kitchen Witch/Warlock;
monthly clean-up/organizer of the
FCC Kitchen
• Serve as the Sanctuary Steward weekly arranging of pew materials in
the Sanctuary

• Serve as a Proof Reader of the weekly
Bulletin
• Provide an artistic eye and assist in creation of
Founders' Room bulletin board

• Serve as a Front Desk Receptionist in • Serve as a Proof Reader of The Communicator
the FCC Office
• Serve on the Risk Reduction Team
• Provide graphic design and artistic flare on
and lead in training sessions
visual communication
• Co-Chair the Risk Reduction &
Response Training Team

• Serve as Vice-Moderator on the
Church Council

• Serve as Vice-Moderator on the
Church Council

• Serve as Secretary on the Church
Council

• Serve as Secretary on the Church
Council
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FCC's Stephen Ministry

by Elizabeth Vincent, Stephen Minister
joatforever69@gmail.com

“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched,
and one who waters will be watered.”
Proverbs 11:25

Here we go again. Summer vacations are a memory. Kids are back to
school. And, the Holiday countdown has begun – Are We Ready?
The cycle of life just keeps chugging along – one day at a time. But, oh
my, do those days have a way of coming and going more quickly than
we can even remember them. For those “planners” out there, this is the
time of year when we attempt to plot out the next several months so that
the time might be savoured. It is also the time of year when the various
ministries of First Congregational Church put the final touches on their
respective plans for the year.
For Stephen Ministers, this means being prepared to walk beside
our fellow congregants through life’s difficult times. The initial Stephen Minister training begins
in October and extends to May with weekly sessions. The Stephen Ministry Team then receives
continuing training at our monthly meetings. You might be thinking – That’s a huge commitment.
Yes, it is a commitment, but if you ask one of us, we are the beneficiaries – we get to give to others
discreetly and meaningfully.
In June, two new Stephen Ministers joined the Team. They had each
completed the eight-month training program and were ready to reach out
to others. One of these new Stephen Ministers is Jean Tidball, a member
of FCC since 2009. Jean moved to Colorado after teaching junior high
mathematics in Chicago for a couple of years. Her initial contact was to
attend summer school in Boulder where her love of the mountains took
hold. She continued her teaching career in the Denver Public Schools with
Jean Tidball
fifteen years instructing high school students in math. Throughout this
time, she embraced mountain climbing – and she earned her master’s in
education. While Jean loved teaching and loved the kids, it was time for a change. Taking a sabbatical,
she earned her master’s in Operations Research at the Colorado School of Mines and joined TRW as a
software engineer/project manager. This afforded Jean and her husband, Ron, the gift of wonderfully
memorable bicycle tours in Europe and New Zealand.
However, time does move on. When Ron retired, Jean joined him. They packed up and moved
to Tabernash, Colorado, where they enjoyed the proximity and recreational opportunities of their
beloved mountains until Ron’s declining health required that they move closer to the benefits of a
city. Gratefully, they chose Colorado Springs.
Jean’s decision to join the Stephen Ministry Team came after consideration of the time and effort
required for this commitment. The gratification she knew from teaching and working with a project
team was a major part of her decision. For her, the decision was settled. The Team deeply appreciates
the unique gifts Jean brings to this FCC ministry.

Are you a person who chooses to serve your church community with your
unique gifts and experience in this manner? If so, please talk to Pastor Jacque.
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What do the Following Groups
Have In Common?
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by Pauli Hubbard, Chair of Mission Giving & Outreach
mgo@fcucc.org

HOMEWARD PIKES PEAK

PARTNERS IN HOUSING

NAMI

LA PUENTE

WESTSIDE CARES

URBAN PEAK

TRI-LAKES CARES

FOSTERING HOPE

ONE NATION
WALKING TOGETHER

DEPRESSION AND BIPOLAR
SUPPORT ALLIANCE

GRECCIO HOUSING

ITHAKA

PIKES PEAK
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

SAFE PASSAGES

These compassionate groups have been chosen to receive grants from MG&O. We chose them based
on the four major criteria you as a congregation felt were most important:

• MENTAL HEALTH			
• EMERGENCY SHELTER
• TRANSITIONAL HOUSING • PERMANENT HOUSING
Thank you! For being a part of our process.
You will have the opportunity to meet representatives from these
groups at church on Sunday, October 6 during the Mission Fair at First
Congregational Church. These groups not only need our financial support,
they also they our emotional and spiritual support. These fourteen
grant recipients serve our community's great needs in these areas. Each
representative will have a table display in the Founders' Room and will be
available for questions regarding their projects. Please plan on attending to
learn more about these incredible organizations.
Some of you may wonder why Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM) is not on this list. Stay tuned! We have a
special project which we hope you and the Mission Giving & Outreach Committee can partner on later this fall.
MG&O is not done… we are only beginning! We are leading a mission trip to La Puente in Alamosa
in September. You have helped us by filling our blue bins with much needed supplies. Thank you! It
is together that we create the environment for change.

Do you have a passion for Mission, Giving and Outreach? Consider joining us in January 2020.
Interested? Please contact me (mgo@fcucc.org) for more information. Thank you and God bless!
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The Best Time to Ask for Money
b y P o l l y S t r o v i n k , Tr e a s u r e r
pstrovink@gmail.com

Traditionally, we've held the Annual Appeal in October and November. I think it comes out
of an agrarian model, where we bring the first fruits of our harvest to God. When our entire
income appeared in late summer and fall, that model made sense. Now, though, it leads to
problems. We've asked you for your commitment for the upcoming year while you're still
giving to this year's pledge. Worse yet, the Annual Appeal has often bled over into Advent, mixing theological
messages of expectant waiting with giving.
Last year, we experimented with holding the Annual Appeal in January instead. Theologically, bringing our
gifts to God in the form of pledges matches up with the Magi bringing their gifts to the Christ Child. On the
practical side, we heard from the same number of families in a shorter period. It may have been the urgency of
our budget crisis, but we think that people were also ready to make a new commitment in January.
Receiving pledges more quickly and with less effort is exactly what we were hoping for, so we plan to leave
the Annual Appeal in Epiphany during this program year. A January appeal means we project 2019's spending
a little further into 2020. We think that uncertainty is more than balanced out by the opportunity to use our
time and energy on other work.
When we approve a budget at the end of January, we've spent a month working under the previous year's
budget. No major expenses are approved except in the case of an emergency, and any staff compensation
increases are backdated after the budget is approved. By moving the Annual Appeal to January, we delay
finalizing and approving a budget until February. While we'd continue to operate under the previous year's
budget, we will have spent a sixth of the year before adjusting our expenses. If we need to cut expenses, we
might need to cut more later in the year to make up for those two months.
To support a January appeal, Church Council is proposing a change to the bylaws, allowing the Annual
Meeting to happen as late as the end of February. (You'll vote in September on whether or not to approve
that change.) Our bylaws now require that we present a budget at the Annual Meeting in January. With a
January appeal, we don't have the information we need to finalize the budget in time to present it at the end
of the month. That led to the somewhat clunky process we used at this year's Annual Meeting, where we
immediately tabled the budget motion until the special meeting in February.

Congregational Meetings
for YOU to Attend!
Sunday, September 15
Special Congregational Meeting
12:15 p.m. - Sanctuary
(Congregational vote on bylaws changes)
ARTICLE 6, Section 6.1:
I move to amend Article 6, Section 6.1, of the Bylaws of First
Congregational Church by striking the words “In January”
after the words “shall be held…” and before the words “at
such time and place…” and inserting the words “on or before
the last Sunday in February of each calendar year”.
If approved by the Congregation, the revised first sentence
of Article 6, Section 6.1 of the Bylaws will begin:
Section 6.1: Annual Meeting An annual meeting shall be held on
or before the last Sunday in February of each calendar year at such
time and place as may be determined by the Church Council to
acknowledge….

Sunday, November 17
Informational Meeting
with the Congregation
12:15 p.m. - Sanctuary
We request your presence during this
meeting of the congregation,
to preview the 2020 Budget.
A Q&A session will also be a part of
the meeting, so that the Council can
answer any questions you may have.
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A Peek in the Past: Friend
by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Henry McAllister Jr. was born in 1836 near Wilmington, Delaware. His parents
were members of the Religious Society of Friends, the Quakers. Growing up north
of Philadelphia, Henry subscribed to their abolitionist position. When the Civil War
erupted, he joined the Union Army like many liberal Quakers, specifically to free the
slaves. Serving in the 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry under General William Jackson Palmer, McAllister
rose to the rank of Major.
Shortly after the war Henry married Elizabeth Cooper,
also a Quaker. The couple would have a boy, Henry
(III, the later Colorado Springs attorney,), and two girls,
Mary and Matilda.
When in 1872 fellow Quaker, General Palmer asked
Major McAllister to join his Colorado Springs Company
as Secretary (and a little later as the Executive Director),
Henry gave up his job in the Pennsylvania steel industry
and moved his family to Colorado Springs. He oversaw
the sales of the early lots and had 5000 cottonwood trees
planted along the main streets. He had the McAllister
House, at the corner of Cascade Avenue and Saint Vrain
across from our present church building, built with
double brick walls against the winter storms.
There was no Quaker congregation in Colorado
Springs, so the McAllisters attended services at
First Congregational, even though they never were
members. Congregationalism in those days had much
Major Henry McAllister

in common with the Society of
Friends' positions, not just the
abolitionism. Henry McAllister
played a large role in the
establishment of Colorado
College of which he was a long
time trustee.
First Congregational Church is
in his debt for helping facilitate
the large loan needed for the
construction of our present
church building and, of course,
we still get to occasionally
play on his lawn! Major Henry
McAllister died in 1921 and is
buried in Evergreen Cemetery.
McAllister House, Cascade Avenue
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Men's Bonding & Breakfast
(B&B) Fellowship

by Howard Ray, Men's B&B Member
hray99@gmail.com

The Men's B&B Breakfast Fellowship is a long
standing tradition at FCC. Beginning in 1989
under the gentle guidance of then Pastor James W. White
(presently Pastor Emeritus), this group of men has faithfully met
regularly on Thursday mornings in the Gregg Library. It was
originally dubbed as Bonding & Bran Flakes. Later some called
it Bonding & Breakfast or used other more esoteric descriptors.
Each week one of the men chooses the topic and leads the
discussion, and another brings exquisite cuisine for breakfast. A
pot of hot coffee is always available. Many years ago the group
was quite small; in recent years, there are about a dozen men in
attendance. Some men are regulars and some come and go, from
time to time.
In 1989, Jim White had a conversation with Van Shaw following the
death of Van's daughter. Out of that poignant discussion came
the identification of the need for a Men's Group at FCC. Early
attendees included Jim White, Dick Littrell, Mike McAdams,
Will Hinkley, Wes Burnett, Alan Severn, Jody McCoy, Jim
Bramwell, Wilber Fulker, and Rusty Weeks. What does this
group talk about? There are no restrictions. Topics vary from
spiritual, historical, scientific, and environmental to political,
technological, medical, financial, economic, and experiential.
Here are a few recent topics:
Bee Hives at Home

My Time in Africa
as a Youth

The Immigration
Dilemma

Guns in America

The Olympic Training
Center
Ancestry Discovery

Gerrymandering Impact

Irish Humor

Brief Christian
Histories

Growing up in North
Carolina

Behavioral Economics

Aspergers Syndrome

Stuff, do these items
spark joy?

Great Hymns

Jim White's book signing

Don Turner and Howard Ray

Where We Get Our News

Sometimes, the group invites a special guest, such as Rep.
Pete Lee, retired Judge Richard Hall, and former Manitou
Springs Mayor Marc Snyder. What makes the group special
is the camaraderie and personalization of the topics presented.
Attendees ask each other questions such as "how did this affect
your life?" or "did that cause you to make a decision and take a
different path?".

Jack Beal building energy audit

In this comfortable setting, the group encourages personalization
and all attendees are given the opportunity to contribute. All men
are invited to come on Thursdays, 7:00 - 8:30a.m. No reservation is required. Doors open: 6:30 a.m.

september | october 2019

Congregational Life: May 19 - August 28

THANK YOU to those who served as liturgists in worship,
including Deb Buenting, Ani Rose Whaleswan, Dennis
Kleinsasser, Jennifer Malenky and Max Polomka,
Linda LeMieux, Glenn Marshall and Kirk Wohlhueter,
Marti Booth, Chris Steenbergen, Lois Benson, Dave
Seyfert; Wayne and Pam Bland, and Sandy TerMeer.
Special Music has been provided by many, including
Glen Whitehead and Analina Jimenez-Whitehead,
Joyce Hanagan, Kathy Lindeman, Polly Strovink, Patti
White, Dan Oelrich, Phyllis White, Jay Norman, Sarah
Groh Correa, Ani Rose Whaleswan, Jenny George,
Debra Buenting, Marianne Danehy, Georg Gehrung,
Lee Lehmkuhl, Paul Schwotzer, Dave Seyfert, Grace
Ridings, Christian Ridings, Santiago Bukovsky,
Malcolm McDuffee, Erin Menard, Andy Burtschi, Brad
Eastin, Eric Eberhardt, Pam Lehmkuhl, and Jana Lee
Ross.
We were blessed to have a variety of voices in the pulpit,
and thankful to Lane Cornforth, Rev. Sue Artt, and
Adam Gibbs for their preaching. Kids’ Community
Worship and Godly Play Worship has continued to be
facilitated with the help of Laura Pfender, Heather Felde,
Marilyn Fife, Hope Woodhead, Judy Jacob, Hannah
Rockey, Charles Barber, Jason Hayman, Jeanie Tate,
John Stefonik, Emily Bowker, Julie and Ben Mesnikoff.
The Stewardship Team, hosted a delightful Dinner on the
Grounds in May, and many helped to make it delicious
and fun! The Chancel Choir, Bells of Saint Vrain
Handbell Ensemble, FCC Flute Choir, and additional
participants in the Community Choir performed in a
stunning End-of Year Concert. Thank you to Rev. Jim
White, for attending the Rocky Mountain Conference’s
Annual Celebration as a delegate of FCC; to Andrea
Archer, for coordinating and leading the Multi-Gen
Clean-Up Day, and to all who participated! Thank you to
Jerry White, Laura Pfender, Sue and Casey Scott and all
who assisted with the hosting of IHN Families. Thank you
to Elizabeth Vincent who stepped in with pastoral care
in Pastor Jacque’s absence. Great thanks to Gordy Riegel,
for chairing the HR Team for many years! Thank you to
the many folk who walked with us in the Pride Parade,
representing the Southeastern Association of the Rocky
Mountain Conference! Thank you to Paul Schwotzer for
coordinating Folk Sunday, and to Sarah Groh Correa for
coordinating Jazz Sunday. 2019 All-Church CampOut!
happened! And it was wonderful! Thank you to Alison
Gerbig, Heather DeZarn, Denise Ellsworth, Kisti Felps,
Mike and Owen Gerbig, and Tom Francis for being
the Planning Team! We also thank the following youth
who served at the Habitat for Humanity ReStore Jessica
Cameron, Owen Church, Amelia DeZarn, Ellen Francis,
Emerson Hauber, Trevor Kornmesser, Sylvie Robinson
and Noa Winder, led by Tom Francis and Jill Robinson.
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CONGRATULATIONS to Jennifer Sundman, honored
at the Broadmoor Garden Club for her award-winning
pollinator/conservation exhibit. To Rebecca and Tyler
Hibbard, on the birth of their new baby, Isaac. To all
2019 Graduates, from kindergarten to doctoral student!
To Cameron Dupy and Jean Tidball for completing fifty
hours of Stephen Ministry training. To Ben and Lynn
Young’s daughter, Meg Parker Young, who has been
chosen to be the United Nations Global Compact SDG
Pioneer for the USA. To Marcie Mayer for fifty-one years
of service in the US Air Force!
We lift up PRAYERS for Angie Adams, Pam Bland, Carol
Mylar, Gordy Riegel, Linda Mooney, Frankie Roland,
Hillory Bennett, Margaret Reiber, Miriam DePlomb,
Nancy Law, Deidre Schoolcraft, Katherine Fatica, and
Patrick Trumpore who are all recovering from surgery.
The following people are recovering from hospitalization:
Dolly Eager, Josh Woods, Sally Edmunds, Irmgard
Bauman, Marta McKay, Lawrence Kolz, Jean Tidball;
Howard Ray, Mike McTigue, Christine Brachtenbach,
Bruce Cummings, David Doman, Ken Painter, and Betty
Lynn Mahaffy Boudreau. For those in cancer treatment,
we pray for Willa Babin, Donna Drake, Linda LeMieux,
Gayle Jordan, Jim Gibbs, Lawrence Kolz, and Sandi
Tetzlaff. We also pray for the the families of Clay Taylor’s
father, Bill, and Arnie Sparnins’ sister, Rita who are both
in hospice care.
We offer CONDOLENCES to Wanda and Donald Skarke
on the loss of their daughter, Catherine McGrady, on May
21; to friends and family of Ruth Connell who died on
May 25. A memorial service was held at FCC on July 24.
To Michele Spielman on the loss of her Aunt Melinda;
to Hannah Rockey, on the passing of her father, Charles
Rockey on June 16; to David Doman, whose brother
Roger Doman passed away June 25; to Sarah Rickman
on the loss of her husband, Richard James Rickman, on
June 28; to friends and family of Mike Matthews who
passed away June 27. A memorial service was held at FCC
on July 27. To Judy Kolz on the loss of her dog Gracie;
to Lisa Mason, on the loss of her father, Dr Robert E.
Carlton, who passed away July 16; to Jerry Jordan, on the
loss of his sister, Dr. Joella Utley, who passed away on
July 11. To Kathy Buchanan and her five children, on the
loss of her husband, Sean Buchanan on August 2; to Ruth
Lehmkuhl, Lee and Pam Lehmkuhl and their family on
the loss of Neil Lehmkuhl, who passed away on August
4; a memorial service will be held at FCC on September
28. To Mike Wagar, family and friends, on the passing of
his wife, Karin Henriksen Wagar who died on August 16.
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Welcome to our Newest Members!

JASON BRAHLER AND LIZ SHELTON
Jason and
Liz are
joining FCC
because of the
welcoming
community;
they are openminded while
being
Christ-centered. Between the two of them
there are six children in their blended family!
Interesting facts about Liz: she has just started
attending seminary, and was a professional
violinist for twenty years. She has run three
marathons and has joined both the Stewardship
Team and the JWW Lectureship Team. Liz would
love to help out with the Youth Group and music.
Jason is not quite sure where he would like to
plug in at FCC, but he is more of a behind-thescenes person. He has great organizational skills,
he is an English major; and is working in IT.
ANNE ROSENBAUM
Anne feels accepted here
and is looking for a place
to be involved. She loves
spending time with kids
and has found that FCC
has diverse leaders within
the Children's Ministry.
Amongst her gifts, she is
organized and creative!
Anne is interested in addressing the meth crisis
in the homeless community. An interesting fact
about Anne: she is bi-gender which means that
she has varying levels of both male and female
expression. As an artistic person she enjoys
joining seriousness and creativity in all of her
affairs.

CATHLEEN NORMAN
Cathleen sought out
this congregation
because she is a next
door neighbor to
Reverend Jim White
- Pastor Emeritus
and his Patti. She has
already volunteered
for the annual Silver
Threads Luncheon
and she would like to
be involved in the Book Discussion Group and
Trail Trekkers. Cathleen has strengths in grant
writing and communication. She has a passion
for Colorado's history and for bluegrass music.
An interesting fact about Cathleen: she traveled
the country for two years as a full-time RV'er. She
is the author of several Colorado history books.
MARILYN FEASTER
Marilyn, like the
rest of this group,
was drawn to this
congregation because
of the acceptance of
all. She enjoys worship
and has attended
FCC's Cooking School.
She would like to
volunteer with Mesa House. She was a former
Stephen Minister in Fort Worth, Texas. She is a
pastel artist who enjoys hiking and reading. An
interesting fact about Marilyn: she was born in
Lima, Peru and has lived in Florida, Tennessee,
Texas, and New Mexico!
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Moments from:
• The Pride Parade
• The Silver
Threads
Luncheon
• 2019 All-Church
CampOut!
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CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF

Rev. Heather Haginduff
- Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Ruth Roland
- Director of Financial Ministry
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration &
Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s Ministry

CHURCH COUNCIL

Connie Brachtenbach
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Lynne Stefonik
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Open
- Education

AD HOC STAFF

Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse
Gail Rogers
- Wedding Coordinator
Victoria Hansen, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF

Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians
David Wilson
- Sanctuary Keeper

NURSERY STAFF

Kären Knabe
- Nursery Attendant Supervisor
Sean Drevs, Christine Hill,
Kären Knabe, Kaitlyn O’Donnell
& Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
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APPOINTED OFFICERS

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS

Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Ann Benson
- Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart,
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Isabelle Kemp
- Sanctuary Steward
Phyllis White
- Flute Choir
Blake Pelton
- Lay Representative to ESM
Curt Daniel, Deirdre Gilbert,
Christy Kessler,
Ruth Koenigsamen,
Sue Prendinger,
Margaret Reiber, Pat Steffens,
Phyllis White
- Office Volunteers
MaryEllen Beltracchi
- The Communicator Proof-Reader

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Darlene Avery
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Derek Krehbiel
Rev. Patty Walker
- 4-Way Covenant

Anya Powers, Liz Shelton
- Seminarians
Candace Woods,
Mallory Everhart,
Samantha Garrett, Anya Powers
- Members in Discernment

Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian

Paul Schwotzer
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Rich Law
- Just Peace
OPEN
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Leadership Cultivation Committee
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sarah Lund, Victoria Hansen
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Jerusha Goebel
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
OPEN
- Safety Team
Chris Reimer
- Spiritual Life
Jan Johnson, Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Brian Dimit, John Spears
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, ace,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.
THE COMMUNICATOR is now being published bi-monthly.
So, the next issue will be for both November AND December.
We will not be including event information as much as we will be including
information about the life of First Congregational Church and the people of the church.
Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be more of an informational
notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to receive this weekly notice
via our website: www.fcucc.org.
If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We
invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (November/December 2019 Issue) is Tuesday,
October 15. Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.
REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.

			
			

• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.

