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Who We Can Become

b y R e v . D r. D o n L o n g b o t t o m , Tr a n s i t i o n a l L e a d M i n i s t e r
don@fcucc.org

The theme of this year’s stewardship emphasis is ”Who Do We Say That We
Are?” Personally, I very much appreciate the theme, as enunciated by our
Stewardship Committee, because it challenges each of us to accountability.
Theologian James MacClendon believed that our truest identity was to be
found not in our words but in our actions. The thought here is absolutely
correct. We have just been through an election centered on competing
narratives, mostly disconnected from reality. Narratives are lovely, but they
can be true or false depending on one’s actions.
When I arrived at FCC last March, I encountered a disturbing question that seemed to reside at
the center of your discontent. “Are we really who we claimed or thought ourselves to be?” Such a
question drives deeply into the soul of a congregation and asks or even demands a revealing of our
truest selfhood. One difficulty in answering such a question is that participation in a congregation
makes true objectivity an impossibility. We are all conditioned by our context.
Being an outsider is, in fact, an advantage in this kind of situation. I come to you without attachment
to the stories, heroes, heroines, villains and such that make up the lived history of FCC. As I
said to you early on; “I listen to everyone and believe no one.” I say this, not to accuse anyone of
misrepresentation, but to recognize that all human knowing is captive to its context. So, please allow
me a moment to express my observations.
FCC is a historic congregation begun by a few courageously committed
souls who perceived God’s call to create a college and a church. They
didn’t have much to begin with and basically ran on a faith that God
would provide. In a community growing increasingly conservative
over the past century, they maintained a liberal perspective that, under
effective pastoral and lay leadership, led to the congregation voting to be
an “Open and Affirming” congregation as well as a “Just Peace Church.”
FCC, in short, possesses a very meaningful history.
The problem with any ideals, including those that grounded FCC, is
that they are very difficult to sustain. All those who have been married,
currently or previously, recognize that marital vows are often tarnished
by the politics of life lived in full community with another person.
Whether we are considering congregations, families or individuals…all
fall short of who our Creator would have us to be.
Continuing on, I believe that both individuals and congregations live lives
that have an ebb and flow to them. At times, life will bring out the best in
Continued on Page 2
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us while other times and circumstances will bring forth the less angelic side of human nature. From
my experience, it is not a question of if this will occur... but only when it will occur.
So FCC has had a recent period that has shaken our belief in ourselves and in our congregation. Are
we really who we thought we were? The answer is “no.” Never as individuals or as a congregation
have we ever been who we thought we were and wished to be. I have pastored a number of great
congregations but have yet to find one that completely lives out her ideals. Like it was for the
Israelites, speaking of challenging journeys, the promised land is more process than destination.
This much I know, every significant setback in life offers a “conversion point” from which we can
choose to grow deeper, richer and more authentic. Or we can choose to shrivel up and begin the
death process. The choice belongs to each of us individually. When we pull back in isolation and
involvement, we are making a choice, but not one I believe to be individually or congregationally
healthy.
Who do we say that we are? This question leads inevitably to a subsequent question. Who can we
become? We can become
Fundraising Thermometer - Where We Are as of press time.
the congregation we thought
we were by re-joining the
journey to the promised state
of being. We are a liberal
and diverse congregation
committed to becoming that
welcoming place to which
our Creator has called us.
We will not always perfectly
embody Christ, but we will
return to the path each time
we stumble.

- Who We Say That We Are -

And in the words of
Tennyson’s Ulysses…
“Made weak by time and fate,
but strong in will
To strive, to seek, to find,
and not to yield.”
Respectfully, on behalf
of your Council and
Stewardship team I ask that
you give as generously as
you are able towards the
mission and ministry of your
congregation in the year
ahead.
Dr. Don Longbottom

 # of 2021 pledges
received to date:
o General: $565,685
o Mission: $75,223
o Capital: $29,233

 # of 2020 pledges :
185

243

o General: $625,798
o Mission: $78,233
o Capital: $34,743
Additional $120,451 pledged later
in 2020 for Raise the Roof
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T h e r e i s a n E n d t o t h e Tu n n e l !

by Bill Kemp,Church Council Moderator
billfcc@joyfuljourney.net

I suppose I’m really referring to the end of TWO tunnels. As this issue of The
Communicator reaches you it will be early-January. We will be swearing in a new
president, Joe Biden, marking a new direction forward for the country. At the same
time, we will have had at least two vaccines circulating in the population for nearly a
month, slowly seeping out to protect more people, marking the beginning of the end
of Covid-19’s reign in our lives. We will also be beginning a new year. 2021 looks to be
a year of potential and promise, giving us a glimpse of the light of “normalcy” returning to our social lives. It
will take some time to reach the Covid tunnel’s
end, but it’s in view, with the light getting
steadily brighter as we approach it. The country
is hungry to safely emerge from our burrows and
once again interact physically with each other.
I write this with an overwhelming sense of hope
for better things to come. In our country, our
church, and our struggling communities who
have suffered from Covid-19's forced isolation
and closure. It will still take some time to reach
the tunnel’s end, or close enough to the end that
even the most vulnerable of us can once again
emerge from our dwellings, hug each other, or
shake hands. A time when businesses can fully open again, without capacity restrictions, and jobs return to so
many who have lost them. It’s coming. Yes it is.
There is much to do as a church to get us on a new road, with new potential. Our first order of business will
be to establish and ratify a budget for the year. There are factors in play that could have a significant effect.
At the time of this writing, we have still not reached our goal of $961,314. As I write in December, we are at
$670,000. Still a ways to go. I ask those of you who may not have yet pledged to consider doing so to help First
Congregational Church of Colorado Springs reach its goal. Consider pitching in for our church, to help usher
in something new and positive. This year I hope to connect with many more of you than I have been able to
in 2020. Covid-19 has not made that easy. But, together we can achieve anything. Together we can move the
church forward, out of its tunnel and into the light. Welcome 2021! Let this year be a good one.
Love to you all,
Bill

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
Sunday, January 31, 2021 - 11:00 a.m.
We request your presence via ZOOM
for this important annual gathering.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88540518045?pwd=ZVlyNFEvbGlndEVFcUM2ZHI4N0FvQT09
Meeting ID: 885 4051 8045

Passcode: 744750
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FCC on Zoom - Join Us!

3rd BUDGET DISCUSSION

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 - 6:00 p.m.
All are encouraged to join us for a discussion of the proposed budget for
2021. Even if you have attended one of the prior budget meetings, your
presence would be greatly appreciated.
Link:		 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84454736764?p
wd=WTlPT0lKSFlKSWdmT3pIWk15RWlGUT09
Meeting ID:
Passcode: 		

844 5473 6764
914519

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

Sunday, January 24, 2021 - 4:00 p.m.
All are welcome to join the FCC Book Discussion Group!
The next book up for discussion is Afterlife by Julia Alvarez. Pick up a copy,
read it, and join us on January 24. If you would like to learn more about this
group, please contact Mary Jane Ray (mjray9999@yahoo.com).
Link: 		
Meeting ID:
Passcode: 		

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81096044440?pwd=c0lRZV
ZWYmhxdVdZRVgvSUJ1Nm9kZz09
810 9604 4440
373084

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
Sunday, January 31, 2021 - 11:00 a.m.

We request your presence for this important annual gathering. A new
slate of Council Members will be voted in, there will be an honoring of
the saints, and a review of the past year will be presented.
Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88540518045?pwd=ZVlyN
FEvbGlndEVFcUM2ZHI4N0FvQT09

Meeting ID:
Passcode:

885 4051 8045
744750

THE FORUM

Most Sundays - 1:00 p.m.
The Forum returns to FCC. Guest speakers will join us to
present fascinating presentations followed by Q & A sessions.
Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88540518045?pwd=Z
VlyNFEvbGlndEVFcUM2ZHI4N0FvQT09

Meeting ID:
Passcode:

885 4051 8045
744750
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FCC on Zoom - Join Us!
COVID-19 SUPPORT GROUP

Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.
Join Cynthia Franklin and Margaret Reiber to share concerns and provide
support regarding the social isolation and anxiety of dealing with Covid-19.
Link: 		
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87277635204?pwd=YnI
wVURYTHI2Vy9OQ2g5ZGxQNitOdz09
Meeting ID:
872 7763 5204
Passcode:
030263

DR. DON'S BIBLE STUDY

Thursdays, 11:00 a.m.
A weekly Bible study with Dr. Don, open to all.
Come prepared with your Bible, as we study together!
Link: 		
Meeting ID:
Passcode:

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/87166676164?pwd=anhRN
kVKbTl2UkxtZHIzQnk0OWtmQT09
871 6667 6164
847891

FCC CONVERSATIONS

Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Join Dr. Don for a virtual conversation on What Does It Mean to
Really be a Micah 6 Congregation?
Link: 		
Meeting ID:
Passcode: 		

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89400366455?pwd=M
k1iUnhmelJtd21UTVR6b0x1dWhHQT09
894 0036 6455
Convo3549

COMMUNITY & CONVERSATION

Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Bring your morning coffee to your computer/mobile device and
chat with Dr. Don! It's your opportunity to discuss worship,
liturgy, FCC, community, etc...
Link: 		
Meeting ID:
Passcode: 		

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82516710933?pwd=WHAyYl
BncEtVNXlrVXFsOVF0V004UT09
825 1671 0933
TH3549FCC
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Sacred Conversations to End Racism
b y R e v. D r. J a c q u e F r a n k l i n , M i n i s t e r f o r P a s t o r a l Ca re
jacque@fcucc.org

I have been a part of a class called “Sacred Conversations to End Racism” for the
past four months. We have met twice a month on Zoom to discuss what we had
read and watched. It has been an amazing journey and I’ve learned so much. I
was hoping that a small group could form around Racism and Reparations before
the pandemic hit. This was my alternative. It is taught by Clare Twomey and
Kris Watson - both UCC clergy. After this class, I’m convinced that a Racism and
Reparations group needs to form.
This resource, promoted by the UCC, is a cultural immersion into the roots and current expressions of
racism. It is a “restorative justice journey.” Even if you are steeped in justice issues around racism, this
class takes it to a deeper level. It is a way of addressing how racism has impacted us all physically and
emotionally. This may be the common ground to all our stories as Americans. We have suffered trauma,
whether oppressor or oppressed, as a member of this culture. Our ancestors are part of our collective
identity and reconciling our current lives with our history is part of the healing. For everyone… I can’t
count how many times we all said, “why didn’t they teach us this in American
History?”
This class is a start to the important work of purging the Christian Church of
its central role in the racism we experience today. Since we, as a United Church
of Christ community, are committed to being an anti-racist church, we are
necessarily called to speak out against the resurgence of hate speech, bigotry, and overt violence against
communities of color. This class encourages us to explore new language, strategies, and realities that
dismantle racism in our personal lives and in the community in which we live. Just hanging a “Black
Lives Matter” banner is not enough.
Some of the resources we have explored in the class are listed below. However, learning these things
required the support of others. The group aspect of the class was paramount in providing the safe
space to explore what we learned and how we physically and emotionally reacted. It is amazing how
deeply this stuff is embedded, and how easily we can resort to the intellectual rather than the embodied
manifestations of racism. There is so much more to learn. I encourage you to keep on the journey. I’ve
highlighted the ones that impacted me the most. Please contact me if you feel God calling you in this
direction of social justice.
RESOURCES
• Africa’s Great Civilizations narrated by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
• Reconstruction: America After the Civil War narrated by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
• When They See Us based on the Central Park Five – available on Netflix and Central Park Five Streaming
		 on PBS - https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-central-park-five
• RACE: The Power of an Illusion is available on the UCC website. The links to each episode are available
		 on Vimeo. Full access will be given to SC2ER facilitators-in-training. The dvd may also be available
		 for viewing through a local library. The series can be purchased through the PBS website https://www.
		 racepowerofanillusion.org/
• White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard For White People To Talk About Racism by Dr. Robin DiAngelo
		 https://www.c-span.org/video/?447421-2/white-fragility - YouTube video
• Cracking the Codes: The System of Racial Inequality. Segments of this dvd can be found at https://
		 crackingthecodes.org/
• What Does It Mean To Be White? Developing White Racial Literacy by Dr. Robin DiAngelo
• Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God by Kelly Brown Douglas
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My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma and the Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies by
Join Pastor Jacque and others from around the
Resmaa Menakem
UCC
for this Zoom presentation & Q+A session An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States by Roxanne
January
18, 2021 at 11 a.m. EASTERN Time.
Dunbar-Ortiz
An African American and Latinx History of the United States by
Paul Ortiz
Hidden Genocide, Hidden People by Dennis Lyle Cerrotti,
The Origin of Others by Toni Morrison
Healing Our Broken Humanity: Practices for Revitalizing the
Church and Renewing the World by Grace Ji-Sun Kim
The Myth of the Model Minority: Asian Americans Facing Racism
by Rosalind S. Chou and Joe R. Feagin
The Africana Bible: Reading Israel's Scriptures from Africa and the
African Diaspora by Crystal Downing
and Rodney S. Sadler Jr.
Race and Theology, Horizons in Theology by Elaine A.Robinson
Reading the Bible from the Margins by Miguel A. De La Torre
Burying White Privilege Resurrecting A Badass Christianity by
Miguel A. De La Torre
The People’s Companion to the Bible (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress
Press, 2010)
Microaggressions in Ministry: Confronting the Hidden Violence of
Everyday Church by Cody J. Sanders and
Angela Yarber
Womanist Interpretations of the Bible: Expanding the Discourse by
Gay Byron and Vanessa Lovelace
Mujerista Theology: A Theology for the Twenty-First Century by
Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz
Emergent Church Strategy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds by
Adrienne Marie Brown

B&B Breakfast Fellowship

b y H o w a r d R a y , M e m b e r o f Me n' s B & B B re a k fa s t Fel l o w shi p
hray99@gmail.com

The Men's B&B Breakfast Fellowship is a long standing tradition at FCC. Beginning
in 1989 under the gentle guidance of then Pastor James W. White (presently Pastor
Emeritus), this group of men has faithfully met weekly on Thursday mornings in
the Gregg Library (presently
meeting using Zoom). Each week one of the
men chooses the topic and leads the discussion
(sometimes a special guest leads). There are usually
about a dozen men in attendance. What does this
group talk about? There are no restrictions. Topics
vary from spiritual, historical, technological, and
environmental to political, medical, financial,
economic, and experiential. The group meets
most Thursdays at 7:00-8:30 a.m. Contact Howard
Ray hray99@gmail.com to learn more and receive
information of how to join the weekly Zoom
gathering.
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Sb yUDRe lPHRo Ik Sa nEs !o nH, a v e Yo u B e e n F l o c k e d L a t e l y ? !
del@fcucc.com

D i re c to r o f C hi l d re n' s a n d Fa mi l y Mi ni s t r y

LATEST NEWS UPDATE:
The Flamingo Flock has been seen
flying back and landing in the front
yards of FCC congregants again. The
beloved flock of Flamingoes were last
seen migrating over Colorado Springs
over ten years ago. The Children’s Ministry Team has
reconnected with their flight patterns and sought them to
assist a fundraising effort for the 2021 Youth Ministry at
First Congregational Church. So!
If you awake to a feathery presence in your yard, please
read the directions attached to the pink squadron leader to
assist in redirecting their flight and landing patterns and
how you can choose to support a great cause for the future
of our church community.
Please contact Del Hokanson (del@fcucc.org)
or Josh Rumple (josh@fcucc.org) should you
desire more information or wish to nominate
someone you would like to have “flocked.”
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H a p p y Nbey Jw
Ye a r E v e r y o n e !
osh Rumple,
D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h M i n i s t r y

josh@fcucc.org

2020 was a difficult year for so many reasons, but I am
optimistic about 2021 because of what it can bring this
year for the youth here at FCUCC. We are going to be
staying safe and wise until further notice, but there is
still youth programming taking place.
Let me tell you, entering this position during a pandemic was intimidating.
None of us know what we are doing because we have never had to do
anything like this before. It is difficult to really begin a youth program when
it is unsafe to meet in-person. Honestly, some of the things I have tried
have been unsuccessful, but there has been some success with other things.
All of this is still experimental, throwing things against a wall and hoping
something sticks.
Despite the challenges, there is a youth program, and students have been
connecting with one another, and with me, in a safe, wise way. Since all of
this is experimental until we return to some level of normalcy, we are going
to be trying some new things in this new year.
So, if you are a middle or high school student, or you are the parent/
guardian of a middle or high school student, please reach out to me. I have
been sending regular e-mails, but I am sure there are people missing on that
list that should be there. I want you to be connected, and I want to get to know you, even during this
pandemic.
If you have not been receiving those regular e-mails from me, please let me know by contacting me at
josh@fcucc.org.
There are some exciting things happening, and I want you young people to be there.
Grace and peace, my friends.
Here is Josh Rumple and Kayla Bond-Tetzlaff interacting with other Youth during one of the recent Virtual Game Nights!
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Y
ou Are Not Alone
by Rev. Elizabeth Vincent,
joatforever69@gmail.com

Stephen Ministry Leader

“Kindness begins with the understanding that we all
struggle.”

– Charles Glassman (physician & author)

I write this during the middle of December – the last
couple weeks of a quite different year. So many of us have experienced a
barrage of fear, anger, isolation, loneliness, depression, rebellion. Yes, we
now have a vaccine. Yes, inoculations have begun around the world. Yes,
we can see the “light at the end of the tunnel,” but that tunnel is oh so long.
Current projections are that masks, social distancing, travel restrictions, etc.
will continue until at least the summer months.
As the coronavirus continues to force us apart, pandemic fatigue is intensifying those anxious
emotions. Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life brought on by the pandemic?
Are you or someone you know struggling with
challenges like:
• Isolation and loneliness
• Anxiety over health
• Grief due to many different kinds of
		losses
• Tension from juggling work,
		 childcare, and schooling
• Financial strain or job loss
• Uncertainty about the future
• Other unexpected life challenges?
Please know that you are not alone, and you
do not have to face this alone. The Stephen
Ministers at FCC are here and ready to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual
support. A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately – by phone, video chat, or, if safely
possible, in person – to offer care and support. It is free and confidential. For more information,
please contact Pastor Jacque by email or cellphone (jacque@fcucc.org / 719.510.9113) .

COVID-19
SUPPORT GROUP
We are offering a weekly
gathering to give people a
way to share and discuss these
concerns and provide support to one another
during this time. Margaret Reiber and Cynthia
Franklin are facilitating this Zoom gathering
every Tuesday afternoon, 1p.m. - 2p.m.
All are welcome. Please check page 5 for more
details on how to participate.

PLEASE NOTE:
Stephen Ministers and
members of the Visitation
Ministry Team realise that this
can be an especially lonely time for many
people. If you simply want a listening
ear and friendly conversation, please let
us know by calling, texting, or e-mailing
Judy Kort (719.488.1787 / ajkort@msn.
com) or Elizabeth Vincent (646.345.5357 /
joatforever69@gmail.com).
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M i s bsy iPo
n Giving & Outreach
auli Hubbard,
Chair of Mission Giving & Outreach

mgo@fcucc.org

“The future will be different, if we make the present different.”
Peter Maurin.
Catholic Worker’s Movement
What an appropriate way to begin sharing our vision for Mission Giving and
Outreach at First Congregational Church for 2021. We, as a congregation, have so many opportunities
in 2021 to change our future! Allow me to list just some of the experiences we as a community of faith
get to do:
1.
Habitat for Humanity Unity Faith Build ... Ground-Breaking in March 2021. Stay tuned
		
to our eblasts to sign a stud for the house in February. We will also be sending out
		
opportunities to take a day to swing a hammer or paint a shed... watch this space!
2.
MG&O Survey will be sent out to each of you to give the Mission Giving & Outreach
		
Committee direction for the sharing of grants in 2021.
3.
Mission Giving & Outreach will begin planning its 2nd
		annual Reach in, Reach out Retreat.
4.
Mission Giving & Outreach will establish a closer
		
relationship with Westside Cares
We thank you for your support of this very important work we do
in our community and beyond. Without your partnership, outreach
would not be what it is!
God bless you; please consider getting involved in 2021!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MESA HOUSE!
First Congregational Church member and lead Kitchen Witch,
Hope Woodhead is looking for six to ten new volunteers to
assist with Sunday Dinners at Mesa House. The volunteers
take turns to prepare meals for about sixteen people, and
then deliver the meal.
The committment is quite
minimal - delivering meals
twice a year.

Do you
like to cook? Do
you like to bake?
Please consider
helping!

Meals are delivered to the
back door of Mesa House
(420 Mesa Road), on Sundays around 5-5:30 p.m.
If you are interested in learning more and getting involved,
please contact Hope Woodhead
(kalan3choe@gmail.com / 619.322.1118).
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Pb yeCehkr i si nS t etehn eb e rPgae ns, t : A D i s a s t r o u s Ye a r
Church Historian

chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

In the year 1874, when the First
Congregational Church of Colorado
Springs was founded, the grasshoppers
came. The Rocky Mountain Locust, a
now extinct species, swarmed down the
foothills and into the plains. Crops in
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, and farther east, were devoured
and famine threatened. Many early settlers moved back east in
the following years. FCC's original 1874 flock of thirty grew by
a meager thirteen in 1875 and many members had no income
to speak of. Pastor Jonathan Edwards resigned from both FCC
and the Colorado College at the beginning of that year, but a
successor was found in Rev. James G. Dougherty.
James Dougherty, son of Irish immigrants, was born in 1838
in Rhode Island. During the Civil War, he served in the 10th
Rhode Island Volunteer Infantry. He graduated from Brown
University and after his marriage to Sarah Louise Perry in
Grasshopper Plague of 1874: Special
1871, accepted the pastorate of First Congregational Church
Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College
of Wyandotte, Kansas (now part of Kansas City). Early 1875 he
left his pregnant wife and one year old daughter Mary behind in Wyandotte and accepted the 50-50
split appointments as President of Colorado College and Pastor of First Congregational Church at a
guaranteed yearly salary of $1,000 (equivalent to about $24,000 today) each, partially guaranteed by
respectively, the Education Society and the Home Missionary Society.
Rev. Dougherty made several fundraising trips east that
summer, but couldn't secure funds for Colorado College,
which was forced to close for the fall season. The Education
Society used this as a reason not to pay CC's President, and
the Home Missionary Society didn't contribute to the salary
of FCC's Pastor, arguing that he was employed at the college.
Dougherty was now personally in debt with, back in Kansas,
a wife and two young children, plus another one on the way.
That winter, he resigned from both positions, later stating:
“I did not have the faith, courage, patience, or foolishness to
continue in the good work.” FCC soldiered on with the help
of its member reverends, Enoch Bartlett and Richard Bristol
until the fall of 1876, when Pastor Roselle Cross took charge
and the congregation started to flourish.
James Dougherty was welcomed back by his old church in
Kansas, where he would serve for many more years and
where one of his causes would be the provision of adequate
housing to freedmen refugees from the South in nearby
Ottawa, Kansas. He died in 1916 in Chicago, but was buried
at Oak Grove Cemetery in Kansas City under a veteran's
headstone.

Rev. James G. Dougherty
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Congregational Life: November 29 - December 22, 2020

Emily Bond, Director of Administration & Communications
emily@fcucc.org

This is such a difficult time for us all. We hope that you are staying safe and
healthy. We are praying for comfort and peace for the many people feeling the loss
of community at this stressful time. We pray especially for those who are dealing
with loneliness and feelings of isolation caused by health or age restrictions; those who are living in
care facilities; those who are coping without their family members around them; thoses who have
lost loved ones during this stressful time; those who are without jobs and healthcare; those who are
living in crowded and unsafe situations, and those who are living with food insecurity. We continue to
pray for the safety and well-being of our front-line workers and caregivers in health care and service
industries.
We give sincere CONDOLENCES to Wil Green on the loss of his wife, Dolores Green, who died
December 21. Alan Severn on the loss of his wife, Pat Severn who died December 3. Our hearts are
with Alysa Webb and her children Matthew and Samuel Cole on the loss of their father, Kennan
Cole, who died November 25. We are also thinking of Carolyn Hill whose husband, Bruce Cummings
passed away on November 21
We send PRAYERS to those who are recovering from surgery including Lisa Mason who underwent
back surgery and Nancy Cain who underwent a double mastectomy and is now receiving chemotherapy.
Prayers are abundant for the many people in our congregation, our community, and our country who
are dealing with cancer treatment, including Richard Grebenstein, Sara Peek’s sister - Carla Pence;
Kris Stanec’s mother - Denise Vidmar; Dot Semmens, Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux,
Gayle Jordan, and Tom Francis’ cousin, Adam Wilhelm. We continue to pray for Lawrence Kolz and
Verl and Reba Holmes who are dealing with health concerns.
Finally, we continue to pray for all the many thousands of people who are suffering from Covid-19 and
the pandemic surge; we are grateful that the vaccines have started to be administered, and pray that
they will truly help to turn this pandemic around.

CONFIDENTIAL
PRAYER NETWORK
Did you know that FCC has a
Confidential Prayer Network?
Teri McCabe is the coordinator of FCC's
Online Prayer Team, and this team is here
for you, your friends, your families, your
first responders... anyone in need of prayers.
Private requests can be made directly to
Teri - terimccabe@live.com / 719.338.3601).

PASTORAL CARE NEEDED?
Please keep your Church Family
apprised of any needs you have.
Pastor Jacque Franklin and
Congregational Nurse, Lesli Weaver
are both available. Please email them jacque@fcucc.org and opuntia@juno.com.

14

JANUARY | FEBRUARY 2021

Tb yhAer dFi tohrHuam
Returns to Sundays - By Zoom!
nson,Chair of the
ardithmarie@gmail.com

T h e F o r u m Te a m

In January and February, we expect The Forum to continue (as able) as a Zoom
activity early on Sunday afternoons. Most often, we expect to have a live Zoom
presentation with Q & A at the end, but occasionally, we may film a presentation
and release it a few days ahead of time with a Zoom Q & A at the usual Sunday
time. We are still learning what will work until we can, hopefully, be together in
person next fall. Meanwhile, please bear with us.
Watch for notices with weekly information on The Forum in the Thursday weekly Eblast, and in
the Sunday morning email.
If you need technical help to join in, please contact us and we will try to help you.
You can help The Forum Team in two ways:
1.
		
		
		
2.
		
		
		

Send ideas for topics…
especially if you have the
name and contact information
for a speaker!
Consider joining the Team.
We are down to just two
members and need to pick up
another team-player or two.

If you need help or have questions
or ideas or would like to join the
team, please contact Ardith Hanson
(ardithmarie@gmail.com)
or Judith Rice-Jones
(jricejon@gmail.com).

15
CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF

Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration &
Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Ruth Roland
- Interim Accountant

CHURCH COUNCIL

Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Lisa Mason
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
- Outreach
Adam Gibbs
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF

Sarah Groh Correa
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF

Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians

NURSERY STAFF
Sean Drevs and Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI

JANUARY | FEBRUARY 2021
APPOINTED OFFICERS

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
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Phyllis White
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel,
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp,
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger,
Margaret Reiber, Phyllis White,
Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker
- 4-Way Covenant
Liz Shelton
- Seminarian
Samantha Garrett
- Member in Discernment

Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian

OPEN
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.
THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the
summer. The next issue will be March | April 2021.
The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.
If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We
invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (March | April 2021 Issue)
is Monday, February 15, 2020.
Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.
REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.

			
			

• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.

