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Last month, our Church Council, Staff and Leadership Cultivation 
Committee had a retreat facilitated by Kimberley Sherwood of Third 

Sector Group. In years past, this retreat was to do some strategic planning 
for the church. Kimberley recommended that perhaps strategic planning 
wasn’t timely, since a new lead pastor is not “plug and play.” Creating a 
shorter term goal became the focus of this retreat to help build trust and 

relationships as we venture forward.

Using Theory U, the group went through an experience called 
“presencing.” That experience often carries with it ideas for meeting 
challenges and for bringing into being an unforeseen future. Through 
a process that explored innovation as well as “helpful struggles,”  
FCC’s leadership identified one key imperative for the next 18 months:

“We will joyfully experiment 
with Just Peace.”
This rallying cry for the 2018-19 
program year will focus our collective  
efforts to deepen our Just Peace 
covenant into the marrow of our  
identity at FCC. 
Through curious trial and error, we will take measured risks,  
playfully test ideas and make honest conclusions about what Just Peace 

really looks like in our church, our world and 
our homes. By next summer, we hope that 
our church will be able to articulate this new 
identity with ease and engage in Just Peace 
practices in all areas of our lives. 

Stay tuned for Joyful Experiments starting this 
summer…

J O Y F U L  E X P E R I M E N T S  W I T H 
J U S T  P E A C E  A R E  C O M I N G . . . 

b y  R e v .  H e a t h e r  H a g i n d u f f ,  L e a d  M i n i s t e r
h e a t h e r @ f c u c c . o r g

Check out Rich Law's 
article on pages  

16-17 of this issue - 
all about Just Peace 

and Non-Violent 
Communication.

SAVE THE DATES 
for upcoming sessions 
this summer at FCC!
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W O R S H I P  -  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8
B E  •  C O N N E C T  •  E N G A G E

Love… binds everything together in perfect  harmony.  C o l o s s i a n s  3 : 1 4

MAY 27, 2018 – TRINITY SUNDAY
This Sunday, we begin our summer schedule with one worship service 
at 9:30am. Pastor Jacque preaches, we celebrate Holy Communion, and 
Jeffrey and Ashley Dodson’s twin girls, Eleanor & Frances, are baptized. 
JUNE 3, 2018 – 2ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
This Sunday is our annual Choral Presentation Sunday. Mandy Todd, 
Director of Music & Arts, preaches, and the Chancel Choir and a chamber 
orchestra present Bach’s “Missa Brevis in A Major.” We will also bless the 
High School Mission Trip participants before they travel to the Dominican 
Republic. 
JUNE 10, 2018 – 3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Pastor Heather preaches, and we celebrate Holy Communion. 
JUNE 17, 2018 – 4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Pastor Heather preaches, and we celebrate Holy Communion.  
Chas Douthit shares special worship music, accompanied by David Acton.
JUNE 24, 2018 – 5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
This Sunday is our annual Folk Music Sunday. Pastor Jacque preaches. This service will be intentionally multi-
generational. Contact Mandy Todd (mandy@fcucc.org) if you’d like to get involved in the Folk Sunday choir. We 
will also bless the Middle School Mission Trip participants before they travel Alamosa, Colorado.
JULY 1, 2018 – 6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Today, our Youth will report on their Mission Trip experience. We will celebrate Holy Communion. 
JULY 8, 2018 – 7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Pastor Jacque preaches, and we celebrate Holy Communion. 

JULY 15, 2018 – 8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Today we celebrate our Open & Affirming status and participate in the 
Colorado Springs Pride Fest. Out Loud: The Colorado Springs Men’s Chorus 
sings in this multi-generational worship service, and after worship, we join 
in the Pride Parade.
JULY 22, 2018 – 9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. Heather preaches, Gloria Latimer shares a liturgical dance, and we 
celebrate Holy Communion. 
JULY 29, 2018 – 10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Today, the Flute Choir, directed by Phyllis White, shares worship music. 
Pastor Heather preaches on this intentionally multi-generational Sunday as 
we hear about the Multi-Faith Experience that concludes this week. 
AUGUST 5, 2018 – 11TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
This Sunday is our Annual Jazz Sunday. Candace Woods, Director of Youth 
and Adult Ministry, preaches. 

AUGUST 12, 2018 – 12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Pastor Heather preaches, and we celebrate Holy Communion. 
AUGUST 19, 2018 – 13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Pastor Heather preaches, and we celebrate Holy Communion. 
AUGUST 26, 2018 – 14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
While some congregants worship at La Foret for the conclusion of All Church CampOut!, Pastor Jacque leads 
worship in our Sanctuary with some traditional camp songs, communion and community. 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2018– 15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
On this final Sunday of the Summer schedule, we gather the waters of our summer travels and bless them for 
use in baptisms throughout the year. Pastor Heather preaches, and we celebrate Holy Communion in this multi-
generational service of worship.
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Our time has flown. From the first days in your doors, this congregation has 
shown us such an extravagant welcome. But based on a changing job situation, 
Susan and I will be returning soon to Portland, Oregon, and I am resigning as 

your Vice Moderator. It has been my pleasure to serve.  I feel that the rewards I’ve received from you 
have been so much for the little that I’ve accomplished for you. However, I leave you in the capable 
hands of our past Moderator, Lee Lehmkuhl, who has been 
approved by Council and agreed to complete my term, 
allowing the Leadership Cultivation Committee some time 
to find the right person to support the Core Ministries of the 
church.

Though Susan and I have been here only three years, the 
church has experienced remarkable transitions in that time.  
In the time ahead, I am certain that it is poised to make lasting 
changes to the Colorado Springs community. Thank you for 
your embrace!

E X T R AVA G A N T  W E L C O M E  & 
R E M A R K A B L E  T R A N S I T I O N S

b y  S c o t t  T e t r i c k ,  O u t g o i n g  V i c e - M o d e r a t o r
scotttetrick@gmail.com

VACATION BEER 
AND BIBLE SCHOOL

July 31, August 1, August 2, 
Location: tbd.

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Join other people, ages 21 years old and 

above, in a three-day Vacation Bible School 
for grown-ups. 

Camp songs, Bible Spelling Bee, 
Fun prizes, light snacks and local craft beers. 

Pastor Heather Haginduff will lead an introduction 
to the Bible from a progressive point of view. 
Invite friends and bring a camp chair. Registration 

begins in July. Free childcare included.  

Summer’s First Sunday 
Garden Flowers

The first Sunday of each 
summer month (June 3, July 
1, August 5) we are moving 
the one flower arrangement 
from the chancel out into 
many arrangements in the 
pews. We will hang small 
vases from the ends of pews 
and ask the congregation to 
bring in a few flowers from 
their summer gardens to fill 
those vases. We have done 
this a few times in the past and it has been beautiful. 
At the end of the service, people can take home 
lovely arrangements created by the generosity and 
gardening skills of the congregation. Make a note 
(“garden flowers for church”) on the first Sunday of 
each summer month. It takes only a few minutes to 
snip flowers to bring along with you on those days, 
but they will beautify the Sanctuary and go home 
with someone to brighten their week. 
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T H E  K I D S '  K O R N E R
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,   D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
d e l @ f c u c c . o r g

CYNDI 
McFARLAND 
DEDICATION 

June 17, 10:45 a.m.
All are invited to gather in 
the Godly Play Worship 
Space (Classroom West 1) 
for a short morning tea and 
dedication, to honor the mark Cyndi McFarland 
has left in our Ministry. Cyndi provided helpful 
creation and maintenance of many of the Godly 
Play kits, supporting the schedule and her 
passion for sharing God's stories with children. 
We will sorely miss her, but her vivacious spirit 
continues to dwell in all who encountered her.

DEL'S GRATITUDE 
As I return to FCC, my "spiritual home," after a 
wonderful three month adventure to my homeland, 
I feel such DEEP GRATITUDE  for this community 
and the people who directly served FCC in my 
absence. In particular, Hannah Rockey who left me 
huge (clown?) shoes to fill with her engaging, fun, 
and deeply thoughtful Kids' Community Worship;  
Alysa Webb who guided the fantastic Children's 
Ministry Team through monthly meetings and 
all of Lent's big family events; Cyndi McFarland 
and the Godly Play Team; Becky Weiss, Casey 
Scott and Alysa who ensured Sunday mornings 
ran smoothly; the thirteen members of the Sunday 
School Faith Formation 
Team who dedicated 
double duty with teaching 
commitments; and Emily 
Bond who maintained 
continuity with any 
publicity surrounding 
Children's and Family 
Ministry. Jesus said "Bring 
the little children unto me...." 
These are the people who are serving the mission 
of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 

FAMILY BEEHIVE EVENT 
JUNE 24, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.  

Calling all buzzy families to connect and 
make some sweetness together! This 
evening will include a simple meal, a 

fun skit by Hannah Rockey and David 
Wild, and games so we can all 

practice "BEE-ING" together. This 
event will also round off the bee 
theme for the program year as 
we prepare for the excitement 

of the coming program 
year and theme. 

Bee there!

SUMMER 
KC WORSHIP
Compare & Contrast

Beginning Memorial Day 
weekend, Preschoolers 
through Fifth Grade will worship together during the 
single summer service. Our theme is COMPARE and 
CONTRAST. We will enjoy a kid's secular book that 
somewhat parallels a Bible story or text, and discuss 
what is similar and what is different. What can we 
learn from these stories - that we can take into the 
world and keep pollinating God's sweetness and 
vision? The first one will be about Stripey the Emu who 
searches high and low for her baby emu. Can you 
imagine which Bible story we might use to compare 
and contrast with Stripey's story?



5 SUMMER 2018

MULTI-FAITH 
Experience 
FOR KIDS

All kids (Kindergarten - 5th 
Grade) are invited to register 
for this summer's Mutli-Faith 

Experience!

Brochures are available at 
www.fcucc.org/ministries/children, in 
the weekly eblast, and also in the 

church office. 
Just complete your registration 

form prior to the deadline 
(JUNE 1, 2018) and return to the 
FCC office with your payment.

This year's theme: 
Kid Carers of the Earth
Caring for our planet is a great 

responsibility. Every faith 
teaches us to be the best steward 

for our earth. Kids will spend 
five mornings, learning about 
conserving our environment 

through each other's core values, 
Golden Rule, rituals, prayer 
forms, food, festivals, and 

meaningful hands-on activities 
and experiences.

Parents Out Partying Somewhere
   Two Summer Dates!

Newcomers always welcome!
Look for an Evite 2-3 weeks ahead. 

For more information about POPS or to be placed on the distribution list, contact Jane Ridings 
(janeridings@hotmail.com).

Saturday, June 9, 6:00 p.m. 
Hosts: 

NANCY & RICH LAW

Saturday, August 11, 6:00 p.m.
Hosts: 

DENISE ELLSWORTH & CHARLES KISKIRAS
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S U M M E R  Y O U T H 
M I S S I O N  T R I P S
b y  C a n d a c e  W o o d s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  a n d  A d u l t  M i n i s t r y
c a n d a c e @ f c u c c . o r g

Wow! How is summer here already? I know I’m ready for the fun of summer camping and catching 
up on some sleep that has been lost due to the rigors of school and work and life, and our youth 
are looking forward to the same! But summer also means the fun and challenge of youth mission 
trips, which take us into different kinds of learning than what we typically get in school during the 
school year. These trips are formative for our youth, creating deep relationships in the youth group 
that are the foundation for future learning and growing together, as well as opening up opportunities 
for experiences that open minds and hearts to injustice and inequity in the world, helping to form 
compassion and action in our youth.

As we’ve been talking about for months now, the high schoolers 
will be exploring the organization Caminante in the Dominican 
Republic. Our focus will be on learning as much as possible about 
the organization and the community it serves, Boca Chica, in order 
to bring that information back to FCC. We, along with the Mission 
Giving & Outreach Committee, are hopeful that we will enter into 
a long-term partnership with Caminante, finding ways to be in a 
relationship that will grow and deepen all of our faith. While in the 
Dominican, we will be visiting Caminante’s educational programs for 
kids and youth and their daily lunch program for street kids, while 
learning about human trafficking, its symptoms and causes, and 
how it can be prevented. Please pray for our team as we engage in 
difficult conversations and challenging experiences. Trip dates: June 
8-16. Participants: Nora Brachtenbach, Ellen Francis, Drew Getty, Julia Getty, Chloe Kemp, Alana 
Khederian, Amber Khederian, Giles Lewis, Thea Roland, Britta Sloan, and Kendall Weiskopf. 
Leaders: Emma Brachtenbach, Tom Francis, Dawn Khederian, and Candace Woods. We’ll be sharing 
our findings and experiences during Sunday worship on July 1. 

The middle schoolers will once again be visiting our FCC partner, La Puente, in Alamosa, Colorado. 
This is our third year going to Alamosa with our 6th-8th Graders, and so we have two incoming 8th 
Graders who have been on every trip to La Puente and will be given special leadership responsibilities 
on the trip. While in Alamosa, we will be preparing meals at the La Puente soup kitchen, working in 
community gardens, and serving as “Big Buddies” for elementary-aged kids who have experienced 

trauma in the La Puente run organization PALS (see opposite page 
for further details). 

This team has a number of incoming 6th graders on it, so please 
say some extra prayers for good team dynamics, positive learning 
experiences, and no meltdowns! 
Trip dates: June 24-28. 
Participants: Luke Brooks, Jessica Cameron, Sam Cavin, 
Owen Gerbig, Eli Hauber, Emerson Hauber, Audrey Hollis, 
Xander Kellner, Trevor Kornmesser, Bailey Khederian, 
Sarah Newbrough, Sylvie Robinson, Zander Ross, Analina  
Whitehead-Jimenez, and Brier Witherow. 
Leaders: Drew Cavin, Kiara Nath, Rick Shick, and Candace Woods. 
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This year, Candace Woods will once again  lead 
the Middle School Youth Group Mission Trip 
to La Puente in Alamosa (see opposite page for 
more details). La Puente is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit  

organization serving Colorado's San Luis Valley by providing food, shelter, and 
advocacy for the homeless and community members in crisis. The organization 
endeavors to meet immediate needs and to empower people to live independently, 
with dignity.
One of the many programs facilitated 
by La Puente is PALS, which stands for 
Positive Activities Lead to Success. This is a  
licensed after-school and summer children’s 
program. The program provides a positive 
structure, offers an explorative learning 
environment, and builds trusting relationships 
for children who come from difficult or traumatic 

homes. The positive and 
supportive environment that the 
staff creates allows every child to 
gain confidence and self-respect. It also helps to ensure a bright future wherein the 
poverty and struggle of their youth is not repeated.

The PALS logo depicts the program’s commitment to the children it serves; the giraffe 
standing atop the world represents the program philosophy that each child is capable 
of being a proud and active member of their families and larger communities. To learn 
more about PALS, please visit www.lapuente.net/Pals.php. 

We are so grateful to have this relationship with La Puente. Please keep our own youth 
in your prayers as they embark on these wonderful summer mission trips and interact 
with others gaining confidence and dignity in the world.

 O U R  F R I E N D S  I N  A L A M O S A
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d ,  M e m b e r  o f  M G & O

   p a u l i j h u b b a r d 4 9 @ g m a i l . c o m
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P U L L I N G  O U T  A L L  T H E  S T O P S :
S U M M E R  O R G A N  R E C I TA L S  AT  P R I M O  C O N G O
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  O r g a n i s t  /  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

First Congregational Church is blessed to have a beautiful, powerful, and 
historic instrument standing proud and tall at the front of our Sanctuary. 
Though hardly a Sunday goes by without the chance to hear the organ, the 
music staff is excited to share three additional opportunities coming up to hear our organ in a different 
context as part of the 2018 Summer Music Series (see dates on page 12).

The first recital will be given by Graeme Shields and Tyler Jameson Pimm,  the founders of the Vital 
Organ Project (VOP). Graeme and Tyler are both accomplished composers and organists who set out 
to give recitals that focus solely on the expansion of modern organ repertoire. Graeme holds a Master 
of Music degree in composition from Western Michigan University and is currently the organist at 
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Haven, Michigan. As a composer, Graeme has had works 
premiered in his native Canada, the United States, and Russia. Tyler holds a Master of Music degree 
in composition from Northern Illinois University and also works as a church musician. Tyler has had 
compositions premiered at multiple music festivals.

VOP recitals are filled with music that audiences have likely never heard before. Each and every 
piece on their program has been written by a composer who is still living, including works by the 
two performers and their close colleagues. This is part of an initiative that goes beyond performance 
which educates modern composers on the true versatility of the organ and its relevance in the modern 
compositional scene. VOP does this by offering public workshops and pre-recital presentations that 
seek to make the organ more accessible. The workings of the organ, terminology, and idiomatic writing 
are all topics that the VOP uses to inspire composers to write more and more for the organ. The VOP 
maintains that “it is vital that composers recognize the functionality of the pipe organ before we lose it.”

Derek Carden will give the second recital in July. Many readers know him from previous summer 
recitals and his involvement as director and accompanist with summer productions, such as 
The Quarrelsome Queens in 2017 and Trial by Jury in 2015. Derek started his musical career as a  
chorister at Rochester Cathedral in England and was later an opera rehearsal accompanist at  
Nottingham University and the London Opera Centre. His career has included conducting, teaching, 
accompanying (especially opera), and church music. As part of his annual residency in Colorado, 
Derek gives an organ recital both at First Congregational Church in Colorado Springs and at the 

Union Congregational Church in Crested Butte. It will be a wonderful 
performance filled with standards of the organ repertoire.

I will give the final of the three organ recitals in August. It is an exciting 
prospect to be able to share some of my favorite organ repertoire in 
a context outside of our weekly Sunday services. The program will 
include both modern and standard organ repertoire; including, among 
others, works by Denis Bédard, Eugène Gigout, Felix Mendelssohn, a 
piece by George Thalben-Ball that started its life as an improvisation, 
and an improvisation of my own. I will also feature a piece called Quiet 
Ascension by my friend and colleague, Graeme Shields.

We are excited to showcase our beautiful Hook and Hastings organ this 
summer with this special offering of recital performances! Keep an eye 
out in the weekly E-blasts, bulletins, and posters around the church for 
more information as each recital approaches.
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O P E R A  AT  P R I M O  C O N G O
b y  E m i l y  B o n d ,  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o o r d i n a t o r

e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g
The Quarrelsome Queens; Trial 
By Jury; A Summer Soirée - all 
musical events that have taken 
place in the last few years at FCC 
and our sister church, Union 

Congregational in Crested Butte. We enjoy presenting 
music to our community, and we are doing it again this 
summer - in August! As part of FCC's Summer Music 
Series (see page 12), we are presenting the dramatic 
Dido and Aeneas! Performed by members and friends 
of FCC, this year's production is once again musically-
directed by organist/conductor, Derek Carden from 
England, and stage-directed by Theresa Andrasy-
Sokol (https://sites.google.com/site/theresaandrasysokol/).

Dido and Aeneas is a short opera by English composer, 
Henry Purcell, and was first performed in the late 17th 
Century. Based on Virgil's Aeneid, the opera tells the 
tale of Dido, Queen of Carthage, and her love for a 
Trojan soldier, Aeneas.

The second half of the program offers a selection of 
vignettes from Gilbert & Sullivan operas, including   
The Pirates of Penzance, The Mikado, Trial by Jury, and 
more! These light-hearted tunes will delight with 
chuckles and smiles!

We are thrilled to have a multi-generational cast of performers this year, all bringing their talents to 
our Chancel. They will also be performing to an audience at the Union Congregational Church (UCC) 
during a weekend in the mountains of Crested Butte.

Musical Director Derek Carden, based in London, UK, has had a long and distinguished career of 
conducting, répétiteuring, accompanying, teaching, specializing in opera, and church music. He has 
conducted over fifty operas from the standard repertoire, as well as many rare works. Derek has 
traveled across the pond in past years to musically direct various productions in Colorado, including 
Trial by Jury, Into the Woods, The Robber Bridegroom, Reefer Madness, and All Grown Up. This production 
will be staged by Director Theresa Andrasy-Sokol, who joins us from Florida. She leads an active and 
diverse musical life that includes opera and musical theater directing, solo performance with national 
and international opera companies, orchestras and chamber music groups, guest recitals, teaching 
and master classes. An accomplished stage director, she has more than twenty-five opera and theatre 
productions to her credit, among them Don Giovanni, The Marriage of Figaro, The Merry Widow, Oklahoma, 
Guys and Dolls, The Music Man, and Die Fledermaus. Theresa has directed for The St. Petersburg Opera 
and Opera Theater of Lakeland in Florida, Crested Butte Mountain Theatre in Colorado, and also with 
the Wesley Balk Music Theater Institute in Minneapolis. At the University of South Florida, she served 
as Coordinator of Opera and Professor of Voice. 

Tickets for these FCC performances (August 10 & 12) are a suggested donation of $20. 
There will be a short English-style Interval of tea and biscuits! We look forward to seeing you 

there! For further information, please contact me (emily@fcucc.org / 719.635.3549).
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W E L C O M E  T O  O U R 
N E W E S T  M E M B E R S !

BRAD AND SUZANNE BAYER
Suzanne grew up in this church as a pre-
kindergartener and she wanted to come back 
home. (hint: her maiden name was Jordan!) She and 
Brad appreciate the mission, vision, and values 
of this community. They attend with their two 
sons Carter (7th Grade) and Jordan (4th Grade). 
Brad and Suzanne are involved with Children’s 
Ministry. Interesting facts: Suzanne played the 
cello for 
the Moody 
Blues Band; 
Brad was 
named after 
the Green 
Bay Packers 
Coach, 
Vince 
Lombardi – 
Bradley Vincent Bayer.

VAL COLEGROVE
Val recently married 
Bruce Lane here at FCC. 
She is attracted to the 
open-mindedness of this 
church. Val is already 
involved with Multi-
Faith Experience, teaches 
Faith Formation Sunday 
School, helps with catered 
events, and loves the Lenten Friday Film Series. 
She would like to learn more about OWL and 
how she could get involved. Interesting fact: Val  
served in the Peace Corps in Southern Africa.

JEAN DANFORTH
Jean Danforth is drawn to 
this congregation because 
of the acceptance of all 
people. She would like to 
be involved in a service-
oriented group and a book 
study. Her most recent 
passion is pottery, though 
she has many interests 
like cooking, science, 

history, and stories of people's 
lives.  Jean is a native Michigander 
and her career was in basic Medical 
Science Research in Michigan, and 
Oceanographic Research in Savannah, Georgia. 
She and her husband, Robert love to travel and 
visit their adult children in Washington and 
North Carolina. 

CURTIS DANIEL
Curt is a retired High 
School teacher. He started 
coming to FCC because 
Marti Booth invited him! 
He says that this is the 
only church he would 
consider joining because of 
its progressive nature. He 
is already the Assistant Sunday Sexton and one 
of the Front Desk Receptionists. Interesting fact: 
Curt participated on the TV show College Bowl in 
1970 and Jeopardy in 1992.

KAREN MUISE Joined in absentia
Karen joins us because she likes to worship with 
her friends, Mo Morrow, Sue Wich, and Carol 
Bilbrey at the 8:30 a.m. service. Karen would like 
to be involved in ushering or communion, and is 
interested in learning more about the Dominican 
Republic as our Global Missions partner. She is 
interested in anything outdoors. Interesting fact: 
Karen is reinventing herself after forty-four years 
of nursing!

NATHAN AND MARIE NEWBROUGH
Ruth Roland invited Nathan and Marie and 
their family to attend FCC seven years ago and 
they’ve been attending ever since. Marie is a 
stay-at-home mom, and a freelance Graphic/
Web Designer. 
(She donated 
her design 
work for our 
2015 program 
theme, Go With 
God.) Marie has 
been a recipient 
of the Prayer 
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Shawl Ministry and now knits prayer shawls 
herself. Nathan is the CEO of the Colorado 
Springs Philharmonic and together Marie and 
Nathan parent two sweet girls, Eva (2nd Grade) 
and Sarah (6th Grade). 

TERRI AND GREG SCHLABS  Joined in absentia
Scott and Sarah Correa brought Terri and Greg 
to FCC. It helps that Terri enjoys being with 
her brother Scott! Terri makes her living as an 
Accountant and loves doing hands-on work. 
Greg is a Project Manager. They are big outdoor 
lovers - enjoying hiking, camping, and traveling. 
They are most interested in getting involved with 
FCC's homelessness initiative. 

RUSS WARE
Russ first came to FCC 
to hear Brian McLaren 
at the JWW Lectureship 
Series in 2013. He 
has been involved in 
the church’s Music & 
Arts Ministry, JWW 
Lectureship Series Team, 
and the All Church 
CampOut! Planning Team. He is a local business 
owner of “The Wild Goose Meeting House” and 
“Good Neighbor Meeting House.” But, the most 
important thing to know about Russ, is that 
he really loves our Director of Music and Arts 
Ministry, Mandy Todd.

JANE WARREN
Jane has been coming 
to FCC for some time 
because we are a 
welcoming community. 
She is involved with the 
FCC Youth Ministry. 
Jane comes from a 
family of public service 
professionals; she is 
currently attending Pikes 
Peak Community College, with plans to transfer 
to UCCS in the fall to study Library Science and 
become a School Librarian. Interesting fact: Jane 
has lived in the same zip code her whole life!

N E W  M E M B E R S 
C O N T I N U E D .

B E N E V O L E N C E 
F U N D

b y  R e v .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n , 
M i n i s t e r  f o r  P a s t o r a l  C a r e

j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

 “So then, whenever we have an opportunity let 
us work for the good of all, and especially for 

the family of faith.” 
Galatians 6:10

We as a congregation are very generous in 
mission giving. We are focused on issues outside 
our doors in our community, in our nation, and 
throughout the world. But what happens when 
someone needs a hand who belongs to this 
congregation? 

As Minister of Pastoral Care, I usually hear 
about it. And, I respond by talking to folks to find 
out about the need:
  -  What are their resources? 
 -  What actually would help? 
 - How can the need be met, remedied, the   
  situation supported? 

Sometimes it takes funds. Our policy is to discern 
the need, and if funds are needed, to pay the 
provider directly. Together we can work on a 
healthy solution. If monetary help is required, 
there is a special fund that we draw from called 
the Benevolence Fund. It is funded by big-hearted 
individuals in our congregation who know about 
hard times. They know how difficult it is to ask 
for help. They generously and anonymously 
contribute to the fund for those such times. 

If you know about hard times and would like 
to help others in our congregation, you too can 
give to the Benevolence Fund. It is a temporarily 
restricted fund. And, it’s contributions and 
distributions are anonymous known only to the 
Ministers and the Director of Financial Ministry. 

For more information on how to give, please call 
Ruth Roland (719.635.3549). If you have fallen 
upon hard times, contact your ministers, Rev. 
Franklin and Rev. Haginduff. 
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THANK YOU to Sky Foerster, Frank Jopp, Rick Shick, and students of the 
O.W.L. program, who served as liturgists. Candace Woods offered a special 
sermon on Sexuality Sunday. Thank you also to Ellen Francis and the Flute Choir, 
under the baton of Phyllis White, who provided beautiful special music. The 
Chancel Choir would like to thank Kajsa Teitelbaum, who served as the clinician in the Chancel Choir 
Retreat. Thank you to Alyce Morgan, Laura Pfender, Jerry White, and ALL others who volunteered to 
make the hosting of IHN families possible. Finally, we thank ALL who participated in Pastor Heather  
Haginduff’s Installation Service and ALL who assisted in making the La Bandera dinner & silent 
auction possible.

CONGRATULATIONS to Pastor Heather Haginduff on her Southeastern Association installation 
service at First Congregational Church. Reverend Marta Fioriti began her ministry at Black Forest 
UCC. Congratulations also to Chloe Kemp, Amber Khederian, and Em (M) Laffely for their roles in 
plays and musicals at their schools!

We offer PRAYERS for Trystan Cline, Carol 
Mylar, and Vicky Gregor’s mother, Anna 
Holling, who were hospitalized. For those in 
cancer treatment, we pray for Charlie Hall, Gayle 
Jordan, Bob Kinsey, Linda LeMieux, Marilyn 
Turner, Nancy Wenzlau, and Mary Yates. Teri 
Addison, Matthew Cole, and Sarah Delwiche 
are experiencing health concerns. We pray also 
for Anna Apotheker who broke her toes, Isabelle 
Kemp experiencing long-lasting migraines, Anne 
Brown’s goddaughter, Sarah, trapped in anorexia, 
and Connie Kreider’s sister, Joyce, experiencing 
deteriorating health. For those in recovery, we 
pray for Helen Hart, Mark Qualls, and Susan 
Tetrick’s sister-in-law, Debbie. Finally, we offer 
prayers to Jeff Knight and Mo Morrow, who are 
experiencing issues with housing.

CONDOLENCES are offered to Bob and Jerusha 
Goebel for the passing of Bob’s brother, Don 
Goebel.

C o n g r e g at i o n a l  L i f e
A p r i l  1 5  -  M ay  6 ,  2 0 1 8
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

2018 Summer 
Music Series

VITAL ORGAN PROJECT
Sunday, July 8

3:00 p.m.
www.vitalorganproject.com

DEREK CARDEN
Saturday, July 28

3:00 p.m.

DIDO AND AENEAS
Friday, August 10

7:00 p.m.
Sunday, August 12

3:00 p.m.

DAVID W. ACTON
Saturday, August 18

3:00 p.m.

See pages 8-9 for details

FCC 
PRAYER CARDS 

Prayer cards can be found in the pew pockets 
in the Sanctuary. These may be used to request 

a prayer shawl and/or make confidential prayer 
requests. Once completed please place the prayer 

card in one of the Prayer Boxes located at 
the entrances to the Sanctuary.
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N e w  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s 
C o m m i s s i o n e d  M ay  2 0

b y  R e v .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  f o r  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

Those who feel called to Stephen Ministry are required to go through fifty 
hours of preparatory training. Our training takes places within an ecumenical 
collaboration of churches who share the training process. Holy Apostles 
generously shared their space for this year’s class of ten people. When their 

requirement is completed we hold a commissioning to recognize and support this ministry in our 
congregation. The commissioning took place on May 20 during the second service.

We are proud to welcome three new Stephen Ministers to FCC’s ministry making a total of sixteen 
Stephen Ministers and five Stephen Leaders actively serving in our congregation. Stephen Ministers 
serve by meeting weekly with a fellow member or friend of FCC going through a troubling life 
transition. We companion folks through divorce, job loss, new baby, grief around losing a loved 
one, cancer, chronic illness, and many other life transitions. Stephen Ministers do not take the place 
of a professional therapist, but offer a unique kind of ministry of presence, prayer, and care. Even 
though many of our Stephen Ministers have previous training in psychology or ministry, that is not a 
requirement to become a Stephen Minister.

Lane Cornforth has been a member of FCC for five years and is married to 
Ken Painter. He was ordained into the Evangelical Covenant Church and 
has served churches in ECC and UCC denominations in Minnesota and El 
Paso, Texas. Lane felt called to be a Stephen Minister as a way of serving 
in this community because he values lay ministry care that heals through 
companionship, recognizing God as the cure giver. 

Jon Vigne was drawn to Stephen Ministry because his mother served 
as a Stephen Minister in the 1980’s. He has also experienced having a 
Stephen Minister himself. Jon decided this was a way he could give back 
to his community of faith. He is soon to be retired as the Director of Special 
Education for the Colorado School of Deaf and Blind. He holds a Bachelor's 
Degree in Psychology and sixteen years of supervising mental health teams 
through their own life transitions. 

Claudia De la Cruz has a background in Psychology. She is working towards 
her counseling license and finds Stephen Ministry a place to serve her church, 
that also benefits her faith and spirituality. Claudia is a claims adjuster and a 
full-time mother with two children. She is a wonderful listener with interests 
in many different faith practices. She has past experience as a case manager 
for elderly in the Bronx, New York. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from 
the companionship of a Stephen Minister please 
contact Pastor Jacque Franklin, Minister of 
Pastoral Care (jacque@fcucc.org or call the church 
office (719.635.3549).
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W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W ? !
J AY  H AT C H E R
b y  R e v e r e n d  J e r r y  J o r d a n ,  P a s t o r  E m e r i t u s
j e r r y . m . j o r d a n @ g m a i l . c o m

Do you remember a young lad who grew up at First  
Congregational Church in the 1970's-80's, by the name of Jay 
Hatcher?! 

This spring, on April 28, Director Jay Hatcher won an Emmy for Outstanding  
Directing in a Special Class at the 45th Annual Daytime Creative Arts  
Emmy Awards at Pasadena Civic Auditorium in Pasadena, California!

Jay's introduction to First Congregational Church was in the Nursery at 
two years old. He grew up in the church and made some very special 
friends during his time here. He was confirmed by Pastor Jerry Jordan 
in June, 1984. During his time at FCC, he was an Acolyte and then a big 
part of the Youth Group in his teens - at 

that time, superbly led by Ken and Lori Butcher. 

Jay graduated from Mitchell High school in 1988, where he had played 
basketball. During the summers, he worked for the Park and Rec 
department, and refereed basketball. Jay had a knack for making his jobs 
fun and was always a great person to be around! Following graduation, 
he attended CSU. It was in January, 1991 when he found his calling - 
travelling to Walt Disney World in Florida, as part of a college program. 
He loved his work with Disney so much that he decided to stay! His first 
job was at the Great Movie Ride as a tour guide at Hollywood Studios. 
From there, he worked his way up through many different positions for 

the next twenty-five years. Jay 
met his wife Denise at the Great Movie Ride when she was 
a college intern. They were married in 1997 and have two 
beautiful children, Wyatt (fourteen) and Aspen (thirteen).
Jay now holds the title, Broadcast Video Director at Walt 
Disney Parks and Resorts. He won his Emmy for his great 
direction of "Disney's Broadway Hits at Royal Albert Hall" 
in London.  We send Jay and his family our congratulations!

EDITOR'S NOTE:
This is a new series we 

hope to run in each issue 
of The Communicator. 

If you have updated 
information on a past 

member of FCC, 
we are interested in 

hearing from you! 
Let's feature them, and 

see where they are now! 
Contact Emily Bond 

(emily@fcucc.org).Don and Judie Hatcher with their children, Cindy, 
Carol, and Jay

Jay with his parents, Judie & Don, and his 
Emmy!

Jay and Denise, with their 
children Wyatt and Aspen
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When Moses C. Gile took a position at 
Colorado College in October 1892 to 
teach Greek and Latin (one of his great-

grandchildren would later call it Mythology), his wife Josephine 
entered Colorado Springs and FCC history. Josephine's diaries and 
pictures, kept largely at Special Collections of Colorado College, 
but also at the History Colorado Library, touchingly describe 
family, social, and church life in Colorado Springs around the 
start of the 20th century.

Josephine Ellen Richards, born in 1855 and daughter of a wealthy 
manufacturer, grew up in New Hampshire. After she married  
Moses Gile, the couple settled in Andover, Massachusetts, where 
they had their first three children. The fourth, Harold or “Baby” 
as she called him for two years, was born right after the move to 
Colorado. In 1895, Ruth was born and three years later twin boys, 
who lived only a few days. Josephine became a member of the First 
Congregational Church. Moses, a long time Baptist, joined the Baptist church in 
town. He died of a heart attack in 1916, but Josephine stayed in Colorado Springs 
until her death in 1938.

Mrs. Gile had reservations about the move to the West, but saw it as a duty to her husband. She adapted 
quickly to the local culture (Monday, November 14, 1892: "... hear... Richardson... recite Henry IV in the Antlers 
Pavilion”), but struggled with high altitude cooking (“... 3rd cake failed...”). The many illnesses of the children 
and herself in those early years (Sunday, December 3, 1893: "We are home sick...”) may have been cause for 
some depression (Sunday, May 28, 1893: "I have wished I could run away for a while.”), but FCC was her 
support (July 2, 1893: "No church will ever be to me what this church is.”) and she found many friends there. 
The family's mixed denominational ties didn't appear to bother her, as she would either join her husband 
(Sunday, June 18, 1893: "decided to go to Baptist with Lillie and Father...”) or he would sometimes come with her 
(Sunday, September 23, 1894: "Dr. Gregg preached on putting away childish things...”). 

Once the children had grown older, Josephine took on multiple 
causes. She was a proud “Daughter of the American Revolution” (an 
ancestor fought at Bunker Hill), for which she undertook several trips 
to meetings on the East Coast. Colorado College was supported by 
her participation in the Woman's Educational Society, but Mission, 
in particular the country of Japan, had her heart. Visiting Japanese 
citizens would have dinner at her house and be asked to lecture in 
Sunday School. As a member of the Colorado Women's Missionary 
Society she clashed in opinions about the Far East missionary work 
with new FCC pastor Charles Brown, expressing disappointment 
about his ideas of limiting missions to support functions for local 
self-sustaining churches (Wednesday, September 24, 1930: "Mr. 
Brown's attitude on the Missions… had rather an exciting discussion at 
meeting… I hope, I did nothing to disgrace my Lord.”). Cared for by her 
eldest daughter Miriam, Josephine grew increasingly frail and died 
in 1938. She was buried with her husband in the Richards family 
plot in Newport, New Hampshire.

A  P E E K  I N  T H E  PA S T : 
J O S E P H I N E ' S  D I A R I E S
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n ,  C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n

c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Josephine Ellen Richards Gile; 
www.findagrave.com

Do you read The Gazette?
The back pages frequently include 

wonderful historic information about 
the Colorado Springs community.

In the Friday, May 11, 2018 issue,  The 
Gazette noted that fifty years ago, 
Professor Joe Pickle spoke at Shove 
Chapel on the topic, “Here’s 
to You Mrs. Robinson.”

Once in a while, they 
feature a certain church 
on the corner of East Saint 
Vrain St. and North Tejon!

Joe Pickle
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J U S T  P E A C E  &  N O N - V I O L E N T 
C O M M U N I C AT I O N
b y  R i c h  L a w ,  J u s t  P e a c e  T e a m  M e m b e r
l a w r t 5 5 @ g m a i l . c o m

Just Peace is a special designation within the United Church of Christ that 
gives churches a proud public identity based on the quest for peace and  
peace-building. By declaring ourselves a Just Peace church, we proclaim that 
we are a church actively engaged in equipping and working towards peace and 
justice.  

Like concentric circles, our vision of peace and peace-building begins with us and moves out into our 
homes, our churches, our neighborhoods, our communities, and ultimately into our nation and world.  
Each of us can bring peace and peace-building with us as we live our lives.

Our statement of Just Peace articulates a vision that peace begins with who we are and who we come into 
contact with daily. This suggests that if we’re not peaceful with ourselves or those we’re closest to, we could 
struggle with our peace-building efforts in the wider community and world.

As a way to help develop our peace-building skills with each other and in our community, we would 
like to begin offering information and training in Non-Violent Communication (also called Compassionate 
Communication).  

NVC is an approach to empathy, understanding, and communication. Developed by 
Marshall Rosenberg, PhD, in the tense decades of the 1960’s and ‘70’s, NVC differs greatly 
from the every-day engrained responses we’ve all experienced throughout our lives.  In 
his foundational book, Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life, Rosenberg describes 
applying NVC in many different situations—parent and child, relationships/marriage, 
gangs, racial conflict, and warring factions in other nations.

Some of the core NVC beliefs are:
 • Human beings share common needs. These needs universally sustain us— for  
  example:  love, peace, safety, creativity, beauty, care, support, community,  
  self-expression, and acceptance.
 • All actions and expressions of feelings are attempts to meet these needs.
 • In most day-to-day situations, when we feel that we’re in conflict, it’s usually a matter of  
  our needs or their needs not being met.  
 • We often confuse needs with strategies. For example, is an iPhone a need or is it a strategy  
  to meet a need of connection, communication, or organization? 
 • Confusing needs with strategies can easily lead to conflict. 
 • When we simply listen to feelings as an expression of needs, we are better able to connect  
  and understand each other—staying away from judgment and evaluation.
 • Without a clear understanding of our/others’ feelings and needs, we risk staying stuck in  
  separation, judgment, evaluation, and conflict.

This method of Compassionate Communication has the power to transform how we connect and interact. 
Do we find that we spend a lot of time in judgment and frustration that isn’t productive or healthy?  Are we 
patient, kind, and compassionate with…
 • Ourselves?  
 • Those we are closest to—family, friends, coworkers?
 • Our community?

Are we able to communicate in a way that does not create division or escalation when we’re in a dispute 
over issues that matters to us?  NVC can fully support us as we align our Just Peace values and hopes with 
our own behaviors and actions. 
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J U S T  P E A C E  &  N O N - V I O L E N T 
C O M M U N I C AT I O N  C O N T I N U E D .

Last month, Ecumenical Social Ministries quietly celebrated the first anniversary of 
WISH House. On April 17, 2017, we launched the first of its kind in Colorado Springs, 
a transitional living program for women called “Women in Safety and Hope.” WISH 
House welcomed sixteen women within its first month. Since that time, we have 
helped a total of thirty-eight women. 

WISH House is not the easiest road to self-sufficiency, but it is a very successful one. Those who have 
graduated are still thriving in their new lives—fully employed and housed. For this they will be forever 
grateful for what our donors provided them when they supported this new program. 

We currently have nine guests in WISH House, and – sadly – we are no longer taking new guests. 

Supported in 2017 by a Community Development Block Grant, WISH House did not receive any funding 
from this grant in 2018. Therefore, we sadly must close the doors of this program until we can raise enough 
money to reopen it. Although our hearts break from this unfortunate turn of events, we are hopeful we 
can one day return this program to its important mission.  We ask for your prayers for the women in the 
program, and the staff we must sadly let go.  

The demand for our daytime services is ever 
increasing. In 2017, we supported 70,000 
people with our private showers, free laundry, 
emergency food supplies, clothing, medical 
assistance, and transportation. We recognize 
that we cannot cut into our general operating 
funding for these critical services by continuing 
to operate WISH House without enough 
community support. We know that you care 
about all that we accomplish at ESM, and for 
that, we are very grateful!

Our prayer is that we will soon be able to re-
open WISH House.  Your continued support is 
much appreciated.

W I S H  H O U S E  U P D AT E  F R O M  E S M
b y  R e v .  A n n  L a n t z ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  E S M

a l a n t z @ e c u s o c m i n . o r g

NVC can also help us with how we choose to approach difficult social and political issues. For our  
nation and community, this is a difficult and divisive time right now. The judgment, anger, frustration,  
and division may get worse before it gets better.
 • As a Just Peace church, how will we respond?
 • After all the shouting, how do we support reconnection?

If you’re interested in what NVC could do for you personally or for our church and community, save the 
following dates for Preview Sessions and an Introduction Class this sumer. If you’re curious and have 
questions, you can always reach out to me.  I would love to get coffee and talk with you about NVC. 
Peace to you!

PREVIEWS - JUNE 24, JULY22 - in the Gregg Library (10:45 - 11:45 a.m.)
INTRODUCTION CLASS - AUGUST 18 - in the Founders' Room (9 a.m. -12 p.m.)
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T H R E E  T A K E S  O N  T H E  T R I N I T Y
b y  C h a d  G l a n g ,  F C C  M e m b e r
chad.glang@gmail.com

Here are three views on the Trinity, which I find helpful:

My late father-in-law, Bob Devore: 

 -- Tell ‘em,
 -- Show ‘em,
 -- Let ‘em try it themselves.

Rev. Jim White, FCC Pastor Emeritus, whom I interviewed in 2003:

I have a Trinitarian view of God. I don’t know if this means God has 
three natures, or just that we have the capacity to know God through 
three channels.  

 -- God Above, the transcendent God. I know God  
  through awe experiences: seeing,  smelling and  
  hearing the ocean, or skiing down a slope with  
  my five year old on my shoulders, both of us  
  whooping with delight. I am open to the  
  possibility that a beautiful sunset may be just  
  dust motes in the air, but I choose to believe God  
  is behind it. This is how I understand faith: a  
  choice, not a certainty.

 -- God Beside, the Christ. Again, we are free to choose to see each other as revelations of  
  God. Relationships work best when we approach them in this I-Thou way.

 -- God Within, the quiet interiority. That’s why I meditate, which Archibald MacLeish  
  calls “blowing on the coals of your heart.” Sometimes I sense in my breath, “You are not  
  alone.” This is the apophatic approach… without images or words.  In the end, I trust this  
  more, though I make my living in a catophatic attempt to talk about God.

Brother David Steindl-Rast, Benedictine monk and psychologist 
(https://gratefulness.org - check out the five minute video, “A Good Day”): 

 -- Silence:  The mystery from which all life comes.  
 -- Word:  Silence given voice, embodied mystery.  Life in all its forms.
 -- Response:  Our capacity to experience awe and gratitude… and to act from here, in a way  
  which leads back to Silence.

EDITOR'S NOTE:
Greetings All!

It is such a pleasure to produce The Communicator each month.*
It is also a great joy to work with outstanding members of this church - such 
as Pete Hokanson! Pete has been editing The Communicator since October, 
2012 and is now stepping down. I truly appreciate the hours he has put in each 
month, and would like to acknowledge his talents, time, and expertise. THANK 
YOU PETE! You are an inspiration and great teacher!
MaryEllen Beltracchi has taken over as our proof-reader - for which I am extremely grateful! 

Producing this publication is a large project, and the added eyes are a benefit to us all. 
Thank you MaryEllen! *Summer months are consolidated into one issue - June/July/August
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?

We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. 
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (September 2018 Issue) is Wednesday, August 15, 2018.  
Please send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org

 REQUIREMENTS:

• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font). 
 **If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion. 
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email. 
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly  
 e-blast.

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and 
Affirming Congregation. We invite people of every 
age, ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
expression, means, ability and spiritual tradition 
to join us in the love of God and neighbor through 
Christian worship, dedication to education and 
commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


