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BECOMING A TEACHING CHURCH
by Rev. Heather Haginduff, Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org
As a vibrant and growing church, we can only expect that our life together will
inspire members of our congregation to pursue a seminary education. I am curious
about the future of seminaries; what many shapes the Church will take, and the
caliber of authorized ministers. More specifically, I wonder if FCC is supporting our
future leaders beyond the financial support of MG&O?
This past summer, I invited two out of our three seminarians to preach and they
brought some prophetic words to us. The prophets in the Hebraic tradition brought
up truths about a specific ethical situation. They never minced words. As you can guess, some people hated
them for that. The prophets were social or religious critics and while their work
was future focused, their words were time-bound in the now. I believe that this is
the gift the seminarian gives to Christ’s Church today too.
I remember being in seminary and having the prophetic fire lit in my soul. I
remember feeling as if it were my role to nudge the established Church to live
out Her values. This work is exciting. But it also can lead to isolation within the
very place that once inspired the seminarian. There will always be a beautiful
tension between the historic Church and the newest generation of church leaders.
So, I wondered what might change if we were more intentional about having
seminarians in our church. I wondered what it would look like to become a
teaching church.
Much like a teaching hospital, having seminarians among us wakes us up,
sharpens our theology and helps us practice what we preach. And on our end, it
requires responsibility, context, curious listening and vision as we walk alongside
a new generation of authorized ministers. A teaching church desires to support
our seminarians with explicit and mutual expectations, experience in many
ministry settings, accountability and our focused prayers.
Under the guidance of our Church Council,
I created a covenantal agreement for our
seminarians, a working document that can set
the tone for understanding the tensions and the
gifts of having seminarians among us. Within
the covenant are judicatory goals, learning goals,
professional goals, the seminarian’s self-care plan
and prayer for one another. And there is this
agreement: 			
continued on page 3.
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WORSHIP - SEPTEMBER 2018
JOYFUL EXPERIMENTS WITH JUST PEACE
“Behold, I am doing a new thing.” Isaiah 43:18-19

GATHERING OF THE WATERS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 – 9:30 A.M.
On the final Sunday of our summer worship schedule, we celebrate
the Gathering of the Waters collected from summer travels near and far.
Mandy Todd preaches at this Multi-Generational Worship service and
we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.
RALLY SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 9 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Today we kick-off the 2018-2019 Program Year with services at 8:30 a.m.
(including Holy Communion) and 11:00 a.m. (with Chancel Choir), and
Faith Formation Hour in between services (9:45 a.m.). Pastor Heather
introduces our Program Year theme (Joyful Experiments with Just Peace)
and we unveil the church’s new branding, designed by our own Tiffany
Schmid. After the second service, join us for a Special Meeting of the
Congregation at 12:15 p.m. For a detailed outline of the Rally Sunday
schedule, see the next page.
MISSION SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 16 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Pastor Heather preaches a sermon entitled “Joyful Experiments with How
We Speak” based on James 3:1-12. Empty out your pockets and piggy
banks for our “Noisy Offering” where we’ll collect loose change to be
donated to Ecumenical Social Ministries. We celebrate the sacrament of
Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m. and the Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 a.m.
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 23 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Pastor Jacque preaches a sermon entitled “Joyful Experiments with
Communication Partners” based on Mark 9:30-37. We celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m. and the Chancel Choir
sings at 11:00 a.m.

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 30 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Pastor Heather preaches a sermon entitled “Joyful Experiments with
Staying in Our Own Lane” based on Mark 9:38-50. We celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m. and the Chancel Choir sings
at 11:00 a.m. Join us for Fifth Sunday Fellowship at 9:45 a.m. and some
hands-on experiments in Just Peace practices between worship services.
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Becoming a Teaching Church continued from page 1.
“Expecting that theological deconstruction occurs in seminary, we will be open to hearing the
seminarian’s invitations and challenges for the Church in the 21st century. Remembering that
seminary work is uncomfortable, we will extend grace to the seminarian and keep in mind what
best suits the context of FCUCC.”
We might not like what our prophets say to us or agree with their unconventional
ministries. That’s ok. I do believe, however, that it is the church’s responsibility to
support them. The words, the ministries and the visions of the seminarian will keep
the heart of the church beating. It will keep us alert for what’s to come. And so, may we
continue to pray for Mallory Everhart, Anya Powers, and Candace Woods as they head back to the books. We
pray for their spiritual, mental and physical well-being and for the vitality of the ministries that they implement.

PEDALS PIPES, & PIZZA
for youth (ages 8 - 18)
SEPTEMBER 8, 2018
First Congregational Church
9:15-12 p.m.

Kids will:
			
			
			
			
Register Today:

- Meet the pipe organ with David Acton
- Learn all about how an organ works!
- Play a piano piece on the organ!
- Build a working organ kit!
- Enjoy pizza together!

www.chamberorchestraofthesprings.org/pedals-pipes-and-pizza.html

Registration closes August 28

Hosted by

The Chamber Orchestra of the Springs
and the

Colorado Springs Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists

Rally Sunday
September 9, 2018

COMMUNITY WORSHIP
(includes Holy Communion)		8:30 a.m.
FAITH FORMATION HOUR		9:45 a.m.
• Sunday School (Preschool-5th Grade)
• Middle & High School Youth
		 (6-12th Grade)
• The Forum in the Sanctuary with
		 Ellen Johnson Fay
COMMUNITY WORSHIP
(includes Chancel Choir)		11:00 a.m.
• After the Children’s Message, worship
		 continues for Preschool-5th Grade at
		 Kids’ Community Worship (in the Kids’
		 Community Worship Space) or at Godly
		 Play Worship for Preschool &
		 Kindergarten (in Classroom W1).
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
CONGREGATION		12:15 p.m.
• Grab a refreshment in the Founders’
		 Room, 12:00-12:15 p.m.
• Special Meeting of the Congregation, to
		 consider the following motion:
		 RESOLVED that the Officers of the
		 Church Council be authorized to enter
		 into a Line of Credit with Kirkpatrick
		 Bank in the amount of $100,000. The
		 collateral for the Line of Credit shall be
		 the church’s property at 508 N. Tejon
		 Street (The Dwelling Place).
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RETURN OF KIDS' PROGRA MMING
by Del Hokanson,
del@fcucc.org

Director of Children's & Family Ministry

RE-REGISTRATIONS ARE REQUIRED each year to keep our information
correct and updated - to reassure YOU that we are honoring and meeting your
child's needs/grades and any family changes. Be alert for upcoming Family
Ministry Eblasts containing links. We truly appreciate this being done BEFORE
RALLY DAY, so kids can feel welcomed with fresh new nametags that assist
teachers and honor the importance of “calling each child BY NAME!” It also
assists in simplifying attendance procedures and supporting budget proposals,
etc.

RALLY SUNDAY FOR KIDS:
We are at the beginning of a new Program
Year - returning to two worship services, with
Faith Formation Hour offerings! That means
Children's Ministry programming is kicking off
too!
Rally Sunday celebrates:
•		 The return of KC Worship during both the
			worship services.
•		 The return of Godly Play Worship for
			Preschoolers-Kindergarten during the
			second service. Please note, Godly Play
			 Worship is available for both services on the
first Sunday of each month (when we share
			a Multi-Generational Worship Service;
			 children in 1st Grade and above are encouraged
			 to worship and commune with their families)
•		 Return of Sunday School classes during
			 Faith Formation Hour.
This fall, we have exciting and special inclusions:
1) Preschool/Kindergarten/1st Grade Kids
			(K/1 kids who are not doing OWL)
2) Kindergarten/1st Grade OWL Kids
(Families will receive additional information
to attend mandatory parent meetings)
3) 2nd Grade Kids
4) 3rd Grade Bible Workshop
(Bible gifting and naming ceremony will
			be included during the 11 a.m. Worship
			 Service on November 25. Watch out for emails
			 with more details.)
5) 4th/5th Grade Kids

FALL KIDS' COMMUNITY WORSHIP will

explore the theme of JOYFUL EXPERIMENTS
WITH JUST PEACE in fun, creative, and
exciting ways. Our Glad Scientists will don Lab
Coats of Kindness each week. In September, our
focus will be using the scientific method to
explore
How We Speak to Each Other
How We Work Together
How We Honor Other Perspectives

CALENDAR DATES:
PEDALS, PIPES AND PIZZA
Sept. 8
An event for kids ages 8 - 18 (see page 3)
FAITH FORMATION HOUR
Sept.30
The Children’s Ministry Team hosts a fizzy,
fun, fantastic set of Scientific Rotations, while
parents and other adults explore their own
Joyful Experiments with Just Peace.
4th/5th GRADE SLEEPOVER PARTY
More info to come! Watch this space!

Oct. 5

This Rally Day, ENJOY the
display of this year’s theme
“JOYFUL EXPERIMENTS
WITH JUST PEACE” created
by the Children’s Ministry
Team in the Atrium. Team
members in lab coats are
available to help direct you
and your kids and answer any
questions you may have for
them!
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NEW YEAR, NEW THINGS

b y C a n d a c e W o o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

As we enter into a new program year, I’m excited to announce some new things
happening in Youth Ministry here at FCC!
I’ve heard from parents and youth alike that our youth program needs more
opportunity for fun and friendship building, so, in addition to our regular Sunday morning Faith
Formation Hour, we will be starting three new groups that will happen once on a month on Sundays
after church. It’s a Confirmation year, so for our 9th and 10th Graders, we will have Confirmation once
a month to go deep into the roots of our faith. Our middle schoolers will have a once a month fellowship
and interactive learning time, tailored just for their developmental and interpersonal needs. And our
11th and 12th Graders will be spending one Sunday afternoon per month flexing the leadership skills
they’ve been building by crafting and planning our mission trip for next year in a collaborative joyful
experiment with Just Peace! I look forward to seeing how these new opportunities create depth of
relationships and moments of faithful wonder for our youth.

Confirmation
9th - 10th Graders
1 x a month

Middle
School
Youth

1 x a month
Fellowship & Interactive
Learning Time

HIGH
SCHOOL
YOUTH

1 x a month
Sunday Afternoon
Leadership Skills

C O N N E C T I O N S AT C O L O R A D O C O L L E G E
b y C a n d a c e W o o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

In addition to new things happening in the Youth Ministry, new
things are happening in our Young Adult Ministry!
As a part of my seminary work at Iliff School of Theology, I am required
to complete a nine month, part-time internship to gain new skills for
ministry. In serendipitous fashion, the new Chaplain at Colorado College
(CC), Alex Hernandez-Siegel, reached out to ask me to serve as the first
Graduate Student Fellow in the Chaplain’s Office at CC.
Pastor Heather, the Church Council, and I see this as an
excellent opportunity for us as a congregation to strengthen
our historic connection with CC, reach out in new ways to the 2000+ young adults just a
few blocks away from our corner at N. Tejon and St. Vrain, and also allow me to fulfill my
seminary requirements. I will be initiating a block-ly film series on campus as a part of this work
that will be focused on the intersection of social justice and spirituality, and I hope that many from FCC
will attend those events, build relationships with students, and join me in ministering to the unique
needs of college students. Your grace for me as I navigate the work/school/internship schedule will
be much appreciated in this upcoming year!
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THE FORUM IN SEPTEMBER:
COMPASSIONATE COMMUNICATION /
RELIGION & PSYCHOLOGY
by Ardith Hanson, The Forum Chair
ardithmarie@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER 2: No Forum – (Final Sunday of Summer Programming)
SEPTEMBER 9: (IN THE SANCTUARY)
Ellen & Barry Johnson-Fay: Compassionate Communication:
A Source of Hope in Difficult Times

As we begin our Just Peace Experiments this Fall, we thought it might be
interesting to hear a bit about the experience of another community, All Souls
Unitarian-Universalist Church, with a similar program called Compassionate
Communication. The Forum Team hopes this presentation might further increase
interest in our Just Peace Non-Violent Communication program.
Compassionate Communication promotes the use of empathy for a person’s
feelings and needs as a way of establishing a genuine connection with another
person, without analyzing, judging, or blaming. Compassionate communication
also promotes the use of empathy for oneself. It is a way of reducing conflict and
violence in our personal and work relationships, and in the wider community.
Ellen Johnson-Fay is currently Minister Emerita of All Souls Unitarian Universalist
Church in Colorado Springs. She has studied and practiced Mindfulness with
Thich Nhat Hanh for 20 years and studied Non-Violent Communication with
Marshall Rosenberg and other trainers for 15 years. Ellen enjoys facilitating
workshops and practice groups in compassionate communication, usually coleading with her husband, Barry.

SEPTEMBER 16: No Forum – (Mission Fair Sunday)
SEPTEMBER 23: (IN THE CAREY CHAPEL)
Dr. Steve Fehl PhD – Does Psychology Have a Soul?
The Tenuous Relationship Between Religion & Psychology

Since its beginnings, the field of psychology has vacillated about its relationship
with religion. Psychological perspectives on religion range from religion as
magical thinking to existential understandings of a Divine source. In this
presentation, Steve Fehl will talk about how religion and psychology have a
significant connection in assisting those who have and are experiencing trauma
and pain in their lives.
Steve provides bereavement care and grief counseling as a member of the New
Century Hospice staff in Colorado Springs. Steve holds a Doctor of Clinical
Psychology degree from The Colorado School of Professional Psychology (aka
the University of the Rockies) with an emphasis in Humanistic-Existential Psychology.

SEPTEMBER 30: No Forum – (Fifth Sunday Fellowship)
The Forum is brought to you by your Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred, Cathy White & Judith
Rice-Jones. Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith Hanson (ardithmarie@gmail.com). To
receive The Forum Eblast, sign up during The Forum or contact Emily (Emily@fcucc.org). To listen to past
sessions of The Forum, visit www.fcucc.org, select “ministries” then “adult” then “The Forum.”
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A D U LT F A I T H F O R M AT I O N
OPPORTUNITIES IN SEPTEMBER

b y C a n d a c e W o o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

THE ENNEAGRAM OF TRANSFORMATION WORKSHOP
WITH REV. MARTIE McMANE
SEPTEMBER 21-22

Have you been hearing about this Enneagram fad and want to figure out
just exactly what it is?
Have you already started journeying into the Enneagram through
podcasts and books and want to dig deeper? Are you looking for a way
to go further into your spiritual practice and need some new tools? Are
you just curious in general and want to spend a weekend with FCC folks
doing something interesting and full of joy?
Well, then, you should register for our Enneagram of Transformation Workshop! Learn about this
system of wisdom for understanding ourselves and others in a safe environment for self-exploration
and inquiry. Leading us on this journey is Rev. Martie McMane, former minister at Boulder First
Congregational, who has over 25 years of experience in leading workshops about the Enneagram.
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-enneagram-of-transformation-tickets-49104124759
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration fee:
		
Schedule:
		

$100
Saturday lunch included
Fri., Sept. 21 (6:30-9 p.m.)
Sat., Sept. 22 (9am-4 p.m.)

Informative links on the Enneagram:
Article published by FCC member, Deb Buenting:
http://intentionaljourney.net/2018/08/13/the-enneagram-part-1/
Podcast by Deb Buenting:
http://intentionaljourney.net/2018/05/29/060-the-enneagram/

JOYFUL EXPERIMENTS WITH
JUST PEACE PRACTICES

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

PROGRAM YEAR FELLOWSHIP KICK-OFF!!
During Faith Formation Hour on Sunday, September 30, people of
all ages will be experimenting with Just Peace practices:
•
Youth and Adults in the upstairs areas of the FCC facility
•
Children in the lower areas of the FCC facility
Come for FOOD (provided by the Fellowship Team) and
FELLOWSHIP and then go to one or all of the five stations to
participate in different activities taking us deeper into what it means
to be a Just Peace church. You don’t want to miss it!
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PA S T O R H E AT H E R ’ S N E W C L E R G Y - C O N G R E G AT I O N
R E L AT I O N S C O M M I T T E E

by Rev. Heather Haginduff, Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org

As we passed the six month marker of my ministry at FCC, the Church Council
approved a Lead Pastor CCRC in August. The Kitchen Cabinet (formerly known as
the Lead Pastor Search Committee) acted as a place-holder for the first six months and
met for the last time on August 19. My deepest gratitude goes out to this dedicated
and spiritually mature team that helped me adjust to this new position.
“The Clergy-Congregation Relations Committee serves in two primary ways: as an advisory group to the pastor,
and as support for the pastor’s leadership. As an advisory group, the Committee shares ideas, dreams, hopes
expectations, and concerns of the congregation with the pastor. As support for the pastor, the Committee interprets
roles, functions, and needs of the pastor to the Congregation. Its goals are the professional growth and well-being
of the pastor and the promotion of mutual ministry between the pastor and the Congregation. The basic reason
for sustaining open and healthy pastor-people relationships through the work of this committee is to enhance
effectiveness of the church’s mission.” (CCRC Mission Statement)
The members of the Lead Pastor CCRC are: Lane Cornforth, Marsha Garrett, Larry Patzer, Sibley
Savoy, John Spears, and Lynn Young.

LECTIO WRITING PRACTICE
by Pauli Hubbard, FCC Member
paulijhubbard49@gmail.com

Let’s practice being open and inspired by what we read. Will you join me in
this exercise? The following words were penned by Meister Eckhart sometime
around the year 1300. As you read these words I would encourage you to ask
yourself two questions:
1. What makes sense to you?
2. What phrase makes your eyes glaze over?
Write out your answers to both questions.
Making Space, by Meister Eckhart
What You are able to do in me depends on the quality of my life and whether there is enough space for You to act
as You wish to do, and my work is simply to shake myself loose of what I think or expect You desire so that You
might find in my naked nothingness enough room for You to be the love You ever are and long to set free in me.
How was that?
Many of you have wondered what we do at a Lectio Writing Practice; what you just did is what we
do in community. We invite you to join us on the third Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m.
We meet, in the warm months, in the upper foyer at our church and the rest of the time we
will be found in the Gregg Library. Come when you can. Join us in this very special way of
meditation. Questions? Please contact me (paulijhubbard49@gmail.com / 719.447.7980).
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AN APPEAL FOR EMPT Y SHELVES
b y J e n e a n e Ta t e , G r e g g L i b r a r i a n
jeneanetate@yahoo.com

The Gregg Library has been living with a wonderful
secret this summer, and now it’s time to go public – a
brand new look for our online library program! We
are not the Pikes Peak Library District, but for a small
church library, it’s a significant step up. Detailed
How-To instructions are not your normal for The Communicator but
please give this a try!
1. Open the church’s website – www.fcucc.org.
		Choose Who We Are and then click on Gregg Library.
		 Open Search Books.
2.
		
		
		

You now see our founder’s picture (Thank You, Dr. Gregg!)
and book covers from the latest titles added to our library. If you
see a gray box (rather than a book cover) it simply means that cover
was not available. This display changes as we enter new books.

3. Next, note the black search box at the top of the screen. IGNORE THE LOGIN. Remember the
		 Book Bin.
4. Start your search --- keyword, title, author, and subject. When your hits appear, look at the Sort
		By option. Possibilities include Most Popular and Relevance (useful for subject searches). For a
		 Refined Search, try two words, for example Environment Juvenile. You now have a specific list
		 of children’s books on the environment.
		 Print, email, or send to the Book Bin.
		 Book Bin automatically sends an email to
		 me at jeneanetate@yahoo.com.
		 We’ll check your list and notify you. If your
		 titles are not available, we will reserve.

BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP

5. If you don’t use email, just find title(s) online,
		 pull from our shelves, fill out a paper slip,
		 leave it in the checkout box and take the book
		 home.
6. A few program perks:
			 - EASY way to search and checkout
				from home
			 - SEE all the titles by an author in one
				search
			 - KNOW if title is available
			 - PRINTOUT with title’s description,
				 call number, etc.
			 - FUN browsing just to see what we
				 have; great graphics
Please give our new program a try; the Gregg
Library loves empty shelves!
P.S. – the Team is usually in the Library on Friday
mornings.

Sunday, September 16
6:00 p.m.
Gregg Library
Book Choice:
Skeletons at the Feast
by Chris Bohjalian

November (Date TBD)
Gregg Library
Book Choice:
Tangerine
by Christine Mangan

All are invited to Book
Discussion Group evenings!
For more information, please
contact Linda Boles (jobolesjr@
comcast.net).
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PRIDE REFLECTIONS
by Liz Eden & Marcie Mayer, FCC Members
elizabetheden3@gmail.com
LIZ EDEN
Good morning. My name
is Liz, and I am the proud
mom of a transgender
teen. My son Jess came
out to us last summer. In
case you aren’t familiar with the term “transgender,”
I’ll describe the experience the way Jess described it
to me. Being born biologically female, Jess wakes up
every morning, casually glances down at his body, and
is repulsed by what he sees. The physical “bits” and
“pieces” do not line up with who he knows he truly is,
at his core, a male.
I wandered in to FCC four years ago at the suggestion of
a dear friend. I was staggering my way out of a divorce
and needed a soft place to land. My own church felt
full of barbs and rough edges, and, in contrast, FCC
felt full of grace and space. I see now that God’s plan
in leading me to FCC was far bigger than simply
comforting me after a divorce. God was moving ahead
of my family, preparing the way so Jess would have his
own soft place to land as well.
When Jess opened up to me about his true gender
identity, I turned to Candace Woods, Jess’ youth
leader here at FCC, for guidance and support.
Candace met with Jess over coffee, and gave Jess a
book which provided him with language for what
he was experiencing. Candace quickly pointed us
towards counselors, Inside Out Youth Services, and a
transgender young adult who could serve as a mentor.
I felt that we were hemmed in, surrounded and
supported, right in the pocket of God’s love.
Jess was preparing to go on the middle school mission
trip the following week. When the youth and parents
gathered before the departure, Candace casually
announced that Jess was now a he: that he wanted to
use male pronouns, use the men’s bathrooms and room
with the boys on the trip. As I watched, nervously,
all I saw were nodding heads, looks of affirmation
and support, from both kids and parents. It was an
extraordinary moment.
About a month later, Jess attended Voyager Camp at
La Foret. I was able to select Jess’ preferred pronouns
and sleeping arrangements on the registration form.
The camp leaders invited Jess to share his experience
as a transgender teen, allowing the campers to ask him

markVmayer@hotmail.com

questions and giving Jess the opportunity to educate
them and perhaps expand their hearts and minds just a
bit. Jess’ camp counselor assured him that God doesn’t
make mistakes, only miracles.
Friends, our church, our denomination, is rare and
unique. While this makes me proud of who we are,
proud of the good work we are doing as an open and
affirming community, it also makes me sad. In today’s
text Paul tells his readers not to be a stumbling block,
not to put any obstacle in the way of those coming to
Christ. I fear the church as a whole is still just that:
an obstacle. We too often ask individuals to choose
between their faith and their sexuality or gender
identity, ask them to deny or give up a part of their
true nature in order to come to Christ. My heart aches
for those who are kept away from the church, from
the love of God, not by God her-self, who is all-loving,
all-inclusive, all-welcoming, but by the people in the
churches who block the way.
So I say thank you to FCC, to the United Church of
Christ, for being a light, for being a safe, soft place for
my brave, bold transgender son and for our family.
But my thank you is heavy with the pain of all those
in the LGBTQ+ community who do not have such a
home, who perhaps do not have faith in God because
they have been excluded from the faith community.
I would like to read a beautiful poem by W.S. Merwin
that expresses this tension. It is simply called “Thanks.”
(see the next page - page 11)
MARCIE MAYER
Caveat: I had this pulled up on
my phone but it disappeared
before I started speaking on
Pride Sunday! This is not
exactly what I said, but this is
what I intended to say, and it is
pretty close to what came out.
It was very moving to speak
to my community about why
I feel so good being a member
of the open and affirming
community of faith that is FCC.
Thank you for this opportunity to share. I am 68 years
old and grew up in Cheyenne Wyoming. As a graduate
of the Air Force Academy I spent 30 years
continued on page 11.
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on active duty in the Air Force and have taught Physics
at the Academy for 16 years. I have seen a good part of
the world and lived in Bolivia, Spain and Chile. I was
married several times, have two awesome adult children
(son and daughter), and have had a reasonable amount of
professional success. I was the quintessential successful
all-American white male, with a “catch.” The catch is, as
you know and have been so lovingly supportive of, I feel
most like the real authentic me as a woman. I still work
in Mark “mode” although my colleagues and students
know about, and some have seen, the Marcie part of
me. Acceptance, ok-ness and self-love have been elusive
aspects of my journey.
I never really felt comfortable in the guy world, but
the obligations of “guy-dom” were always pretty
pressing and restrictive. So I kept my head down
and kept slogging along thinking of myself as
perverted or weird when my need to see myself as a woman
and interact with the world that way would cause me to
buy and hide clothes or makeup or take a little extra bag
on a business trip. That is a glimpse into my “coming to
authenticity story.” But this is a story that has a wonderful
most recent chapter... one where, as a member of First
Congregational Church, I am experiencing the most
peaceful self-acceptance and authenticity that I have
known.
I have never before been a member of a church. I’m 68
and believe myself to be a good, spiritual person, but I
have attended services here more than the sum total
of my previous life attendance. Being a member of this
community is one of my most cherished associations,
almost as important as being the father of my children.
I was asked to reflect on why it is important for a
community of faith to be open and affirming. That is an
easy question. God is here with us, whether assembled
or in our daily routines, because they (she, he, them)
are in each of us. God wants, dare I say, expects us to
be authentically ourselves, cisgender, gay, lesbian, othersexual, transgender, gender variant, loud, nice, jerky and
all the other adjectives used to describe people. God is the
sum total of all this wonderful diversity. God cannot be
here if all of God is not. God is good with all of us. How
could God not be good with all the parts of themselves.
God wants us to have the maximum possible experience
of being human... by accepting and loving every Godly
aspect of humanity, whether it is like us or not.
If you want to be in the presence of God then you must
welcome all the human ways God presents to us. It seems
pretty simple... why do so many people not get it?
Thank you and bless you... my divine community of
fellow GOD-parts.
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A Poem: Thanks
W.S. Merwin

Listen
with the night falling we are saying thank you
we are stopping on the bridges to bow from the
railings
we are running out of the glass rooms
with our mouths full of food to look at the sky
and say thank you
we are standing by the water thanking it
standing by the windows looking out
in our directions
back from a series of hospitals back from a mugging
after funerals we are saying thank you
after the news of the dead
whether or not we knew them we are saying thank
you
over telephones we are saying thank you
in doorways and in the backs of cars and in
elevators
remembering wars and the police at the door
and the beatings on stairs we are saying thank you
in the banks we are saying thank you
in the faces of the officials and the rich
and of all who will never change
we go on saying thank you thank you
with the animals dying around us
our lost feelings we are saying thank you
with the forests falling faster than the minutes
of our lives we are saying thank you
with the words going out like cells of a brain
with the cities growing over us
we are saying thank you faster and faster
with nobody listening we are saying thank you
we are saying thank you and waving
dark though it is

12

september 2018

C on g r e g at i on a l L i f e
M ay 13 - August 12, 2018
by David Acton, Office Administrator
david@fcucc.org

THANK YOU to Liz Eden, Marcie Mayer, Mandy
Todd, and Candace Woods, who offered sermons and
reflections over the summer. Dr. Miroslav Volf was
the 2018 JWW Series lecturer. Thank you to the JWW
Lectureship Series Team for their efforts in planning
the series each year. We also offer thanks to those
who served as liturgists over the summer, including
Trig, Charlotte, Ella and Trystan Bundgaard, Lane
Cornforth, Wil Green, Dawn Khederian, Nita
Mathews, Dave Seyfert, Lucy Shick, Russ Ware,
Ani Rose Whaleswan, and participants in the Youth
Group mission trips. KC Worship Support was offered
by Amanda & Lisa Benson, Sean Drevs, Kisti Felps,
Kari Hayman, Kären Knabe, Grant Langdon, Mindy
Matthes, Kiara Nath, Kaitlyn O’Donnell, Laura
Pfender, Thea Roland, and Rhiannon and David
Villafuerte. Beautiful and inspiring special music
and liturgical dance was offered by Cameron Dupy,
Joyce Hanagan, Hadley Hazen, Amber Khederian,
Shannon Kilzer, Gloria Latimer, Lee Lehmkuhl,
Sarah Lund, Susie Marten, Jay Norman, Sylvie
Robinson, and Phyllis White. Out Loud Men’s
Chorus provided music on Pride Sunday. We also
thank the terrific musicians involved in Folk and Jazz
Sunday Worship. Karen Peace enhanced worship with
beautiful Pentecost artwork on the Chancel. Thank you
to the Chancel Choir, Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell
Ensemble, FCC Flute Choir, Men’s Ensemble,
Women’s Ensemble, and Multi-Generational Choir
for a terrific performance at the “Light for the Journey”
Concert and on Choral Presentation Sunday. Thank
you to Angie Adams, Drew and Julia Getty, Charles
Kiskiras, and Lee Lehmkuhl for assisting with Spring
Grounds Clean-Up Day at FCC. Thank you also to the
Nursery Attendants for the summer cleaning of the
Nursery. Thank you to ALL who represented FCC
in the Pride Parade and ALL of the volunteers who
assisted with the hosting of IHN families. The Music
& Arts Ministry Team and ushers who coordinated
Derek Carden’s organ recital, the Vital Organ Project
Recital, and the performances of Dido and Aeneas as part
of the 2018 Summer Music Series. Thank you to ALL of
the Mission Trip Chaperones - for High School: Emma
Brachtenbach, Tom Francis, and Dawn Khederian; and
for Middle School: Drew Cavin, Kiara Nath, and Rick
Shick. Thank you also to Dave Babin, Aaron Brown,
Karen Chiroux, Minette Church, Val Colegrove,
Christina Jimenez, Julia Kellner, Jennifer Malenky,

B.J. Reichert, Casey Scott, Rick Shick,
Polly Strovink, Jennifer Sundman,
Amanda Terrell, Alysa Webb, and Becky Weiss for
their extensive teaching commitments during Del’s
absence. Hannah Rockey and David Wild assisted
with the Family Bee-ing Together presentation which,
with the help of set-up and clean-up helpers, was a
culminating event for this year’s church-wide theme.
Finally, we thank ALL volunteers involved in this
year’s Multi-Faith Experience, especially Mike Aragon
and his Family, Mindy Matthes, Laura Pfender, and
11 awesome teen Ubuntus. We also thank Earthseeds
donor, Mark Joyous for the Earthball used in the
camp. As a part of the Multi-Faith Experience, we
thank the Buddhist, Islamic, and Jewish Faith leaders
and their communities for their welcome and sharing;
and especially to Sister Dammadhira, Nawal Shahril,
and Delilah Tefertiller who led worship in August.
CONGRATULATIONS to Gary Bernard and Hadley
Hazen, who were recently married after 43 years of
civil union. To Ashley & Jeff Dodson on the baptism
of Eleanor Hazel and Frances Isobel Dodson at FCC
in May. To Kathy Griffin and Randy Wiafe, who were
married on July 15. To Brian Kerrigan, on his new job
as manager of the Mueller State Park. To Jeremy, Erin,
Jacoby, and Berkeley Lloyd as they celebrate Jeremy’s
posting to Germany. To Lisa Mason, whose horse has
qualified to compete in the National Championships
in Denver. To Leah Qualls, on her marriage to Zach
Gumper in August. And to Ester and Thurman Seright,
who celebrated 65 years of marriage on June 14!
We lift PRAYERS for all those suffering from pain,
sadness, loss, and uncertainty. We pray especially for
those in recovery, including Erma Chappell, Donna
Drake, Denise Ellsworth, Karol Finch, Hadley
Hazen, Ruth Heine, Reba Holmes, Judy Kolz, Jean
Manthei, Alex Maupin’s father, Fredric, Carol Mylar,
Don and Wanda Skarke, Michelle Spielman’s Aunt
Donna, Connie Raub’s daughter-in-law, and George
Waterhouse. For those in treatment for cancer, we
pray for Charlie Hall, Gayle Jordan, Linda LeMieux,
Mike Matthews, Marilyn Turner, and Mary Yates.
We also pray for those who have been hospitalized or
who are undergoing treatment: Jenny Cavin's father,
Joe Morris, Mallory Everhart's mother, Sandy Hicks,
Bob Griggs, and Kay James. Isabelle Kemp is coping
with long-lasting migraines, Britta Sloan is struggling
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continued from page 12.
with pain after a car accident, and both Jeff Knight and
Mo Morrow are experiencing issues with housing. We
pray for Bev Riding's granddaughter, Isabelle Elwell
Judd (age 9), who lost her father, Brian Judd, in a car
accident in April. Paul McNeill and family honored
Marcy McNeill’s life in a memorial service in Sweden
in July. We pray for Drew Cavin's mother, Susan
Cavin, diagnosed with meningioma and for Arnie
Sparnin's mother Velta and sister Rita, both of whom
are declining in health. We pray also for Janet Gould’s
Aunt Bev and Uncle Glenn Hughes, for Douglas
Sharp's sister, Mary Vincent, for the Ross Family,
and for Michelle Spielman's family. We pray for ALL
those who are experiencing family upheaval and for
ALL those struggling with addiction. Finally, we pray
for those moving forward with new perspectives and
experiences, including children, youth, parents, and
teachers as they begin another school year and for our
High School Mission Trip participants who will forever
carry memories of their experiences in the Dominican
Republic: Nora Brachtenbach, Ellen Francis, Drew
Getty, Julia Getty, Chloe Kemp, Alana Khederian,
Amber Khederian, Giles Lewis, Thea Roland, Britta
Sloan, and Kendall Weiskopf.
We offer CONDOLENCES to Jeannine Bramwell and
family, on the passing of FCC Member, Jim in June. To
Lisa Cook, who lost her father, JL Cook of Oklahoma,
in June. To Jim McFarland and his daughter, Sofia, on
Cyndi McFarland’s passing in May. To Bev Ridings
and family on the passing of Brian Judd in April.
And to the Wenzlau Family, on the passing of FCC
Members, Nancy and Tom.

A POEM:
T H E V I S I TAT I O N T E A M
by Tom Shipp,
V i s i t a t i o n Te a m M e m b e r
thetode@msn.com
I stopped and thought
We never know which
about us
way the wind
This ministry of ours
May blow and steer our boat
The way it works and
What God sets forth
what it does
we can’t rescind
The effort spent, the hours.
Our faith keeps us afloat.
And then I thought it’s
right it’s good
To do the things we do
The shoe could fit
the other foot
It could be me or you.

Be kind let others
know you care
Their loneliness help end
It could be you just
sitting there
Just looking for a friend.

SEASONAL CHANGES FOR
S T E WA R D S H I P / A N N U A L
A P P E A L C A M PA I G N
by Ruth Roland, Director of
Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org
Summer is winding down with the morning and
evening temperatures noticeably cooler. Through the
open windows of the church office, we see school
cross country teams run by on their way to Monument
Valley Park and hear the sounds of a marching band’s
practice. All signs points to the coming change from
summer to fall.
Traditionally, our church’s Stewardship / Annual
Appeal Campaign has happened in the Fall when the
first fruits from the fall harvest are gathered and shared.
The Stewardship Team and Church Council have been
pondering if this agrarian model of receiving and
sharing works for us any longer as an urban church
in the 21st Century. We’d like to share with you the
results of this thinking.
In our broader culture today, we are bombarded in
the fall with messages about the new national holiday
(Halloween) quickly followed by months of SHOP and
SPEND messages about Christmas. At the same time,
many families are returning to the church from summer
breaks and engaging again in ministry programs. It’s
easy for the church’s Stewardship / Annual Appeal
message to be lost in this cacophony of seasonal noise
and busyness.
Instead, what we need is a season to inspire, interpret,
and invite personal giving commitments to our
collective endeavor of being First Congregational
Church together. We want it to be liturgically
connected, theologically sound, biblically based,
engaging and exciting.
Stewardship Team and Church Council have agreed
that these needs may best be accomplished during the
four Sundays after Christmas during the season of and
following Epiphany, January 1 – 27, 2019. During this
new season of stewardship, we will engage with stories
of the Magi who brought gifts to the Christ child, renew
our baptismal vows, and listen to accounts of Jesus’
emerging ministry to the whole world. We are excited
for the possibilities embedded in this new season!
Please be on the lookout for more information during
the next few months as we begin this Joyful Experiment
with our Stewardship / Annual Appeal campaign.
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MISSION GIVING & OUTREACH:
2018 GRANT GIVING
by Sky Foerster, MG&O Committee Chair
skyfoerster@gmail.com

1.
2.
3.

Thanks to all who responded to this spring’s congregational
survey on our Mission Giving priorities. We heard three
important messages:
Homelessness remains, by far, the top priority for our giving.
Fewer, larger grants for greater impact are better than more, but smaller grants.
Despite the high priority on local community issues, don’t neglect international.

For our local and regional giving this year, we followed the first two messages—focusing exclusively
on organizations that serve the homeless or seek housing solutions for them. Here’s how we spent the
$40,000 that we budgeted for that effort:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blackbird Outreach		
Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM)		
Family Promise/Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)		
Urban Peak Colorado Springs		
Archway Housing and Services		
Greccio Housing		
Colorado Veterans Resource Coalition		
Community Partnership for Childhood Development		
La Puente [Alamosa, Colorado]		
Partners in Housing		
Tri-Lakes Cares		
Westside Cares		

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500

That $40,000 is out of a total MG&O Budget of almost $117,000; where does the rest go?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wider Setting of the UCC [pledge set by Council]
Congregational commitment to ESM as co-founding church
IHN Hosting support
Scholarships for FCC Seminarians (3 @ $2,000)
Support for High School and Middle School Mission Trips
Support for Caminante through UCC Global Ministries

$52,596
$10,000
$1,500
$6,000
$4,000
$2,500

To meet your priorities and stay within our budget, we unfortunately had to turn away 16 worthy
organizations that applied for grants, many of whom we had supported consistently in the past. This
is simply the reality of declining resources and our shared determination to (1) address the causes and
consequences of homelessness in our community, and (2) focus on having greater impact with the
grants we make.
This also reflects a trend over the past few years, in which our Mission Giving in FCC has dropped
by over 25 percent—from $157,000 in 2015 to $117,000 in 2018—making 2018 an even leaner year for
MG&O than 2017. MG&O will be working with the Stewardship team for FCC’s 2019 appeal in hopes
of increasing donations both to FCC’s operations and to mission giving.
Mission Fair – Sunday, 16 September ... and stay tuned for details on a new format!
We are thrilled to be able—on your behalf—to support the wonderful organizations that are doing such
important work in finding housing and providing services to the homeless. Plan to sit down with them
between services on 16 September. And thank you for your support!!
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FCC STEPHEN MINISTRY
by Elizabeth Vincent, Stephen Minister
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

As Jesus taught and Paul
carried forth into the western
world, “’Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ This the greatest and first commandment.  
And a second is like it. ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.” (Matthew 22: 37-40)

fifty
states,
ten
Canadian provinces,
and thirty additional
countries walk, in
confidence, with their
brothers and sisters in
Christ when troubles,
cares,
and
sorrow
cripple their lives.

The people of First Congregational are diverse.
We come from many backgrounds and ethos. Yet
we share one critical characteristic – we are all
human. Being human means that we all experience
joy, calm, confusion, anxiety, sadness, and grief.
When confronted with these emotions in others,
we can share in it, empathize with that person, or
choose to avoid it. None of these reactions mean
that we care either less or more about people. We
react to others based on our own life sensitivities.
Yet, many times we choose to stay away from
the emotions or others; especially when those
emotions are unsettling to us. Familiar questions
include:
• What can I do?
• Do I have the time to help this person?
• Am I interfering?

Twelve years ago, Rev.
Dr. Jacque Franklin introduced Stephen Ministry
into First Congregational Church of Colorado
Springs. She had witnessed the inclusive benefits
that occur when the people of a congregation
care for one another. Yet, she understood that to
be effective in this care, people needed training.
Stephen Ministry shared in this goal and this
realization.

Forty-three years ago, Dr. Kenneth Haugk began
what is now Stephen Ministry. He describes its
beginning in these words:
“Fresh out of seminary and graduate school in clinical
psychology, I had high hopes for providing pastoral
care to people in my congregation and community.
That’s where my gifts were. That’s why I felt called to
the pastoral ministry—to bring Christ’s love to hurting
people.
But reality quickly set in. There were so many needs
and only one of me. And only so many available hours
in a day. I had a church full of needs, but also a church
full of people. The solution was obvious: “equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12 NRSV). Stephen Ministry
was born.”
Today, trained Stephen Ministers in over 13,000
congregations in 170 denominations throughout

The FCC Stephen Ministry began with four
Stephen Minister trainers, Pastor Jacque, Rev. Ben
Broadbent, Luke Cammack, and Lynn Stefonik,
along with seven dedicated Stephen Ministers.
Each year since, approximately ten to twelve
Stephen Ministers have supported those fellow
congregants facing difficulties. Today, FCC’s
Stephen Ministry continues as a strong, cohesive
team, trained and dedicated to this call.

CityServe Day
October 6

You are invited to a day of service in Colorado
Springs on October 6 hosted by Springs Rescue
Mission. “CityServe Day is a no-strings-attached
day of service. Our motivation is simple – when
a city prospers, so do it’s people. Join thousands
of people from our city to help beautify, rebuild,
and restore special places in Colorado Springs.
Individuals from different communities serve
alongside one another at public schools, parks, local
businesses, and non-profit organizations in an
effort to meet immediate needs in our city.”
Sign up at https://cosiloveyou.com/.
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21ST CENTURY GIVING:
A TESTIMONIAL
by Jerry White, FCC Member
gerald.white@mindspring.com

When I was a child in the 1950’s attending St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Castle Shannon,
Pennsylvania, the donation process seemed quite simple. Each Sunday, the ushers (my Dad was among
them) would walk down the center and side aisles during the Offertory with wicker baskets on long
poles, stretching their arms to reach the center of every pew. (I’ve since wondered if having the baskets
captive on the long poles was a security measure.) They would then immediately repeat the process for
the second collection (called the Silver Collection) where folks would toss in loose change. On special
occasions there would be a third collection (for the conversion of Russia, Little Sisters of the Poor, St.
Martin de Porres Society, etc.). In each weekly church bulletin there would be a listing of the previous
week’s donations; families were all listed by name - ranked in
various categories: $1 per-week Club, $2 per-week Club and so
on, with a few families in the stratospheric $25 per-week Club.
Technically simple on the surface, we still needed to remember
the envelope, the cash, find it in my mother’s purse, and have it
ready to drop in the basket at the correct instant. (Repeated for
two more collections!)
Our Financial Ministry at FCC has provided some 21st Century
solutions to the wicker basket process (while retaining our brass
offering plates for traditionalists). Direct deposit (recurring or
one time), digital payments, etc. are now available to give us
less to remember on Sunday while still placing our hand in the
donation plate for a symbolic gesture of giving. Recently, Cathy
and I have
Saying Goodbye to
changed from a monthly direct deposit donation
to a convenient and, for us, more advantageous
What Would Jesus Brew
process. Having reached a milestone significant to
the IRS (an age of 70 ½), we are now able to make After years of theologizing
a contribution directly from our IRA savings over the tasty goodness
using a Qualified Charitable Distribution. of brews of all kinds, it is
This contribution comes directly from our IRA time to bid a fond farewell
manager (Vanguard) via a check made out to to What Would Jesus Brew. This group has
FCC and mailed to us. It qualifies as part of our provided a kind and generous space for many
Required Minimum Distribution but does not to explore, question, doubt, and learn about the
count towards our Adjusted Gross Income. We Bible and all its weird complexities challenges. As
then get the benefit of not having taxes assessed a part of our fall theme - to Joyfully Experiment
on the amount of the donation, even if we take with Just Peace, it seems just and peace-filled
the standard deduction on our annual tax return. to give thanks for what has been an excellent
The process is quick and easy with Vanguard - addition to our adult faith formation offerings,
just five minutes on the website. For folks who while also recognizing when it's time to let go. A
may not itemize deductions or who would like big thanks to Trig Bundgaard who started this
to minimize Adjusted Gross Income, this may be group years ago, as well as to all those who have
a great way to support the Church. The standard tended to the community in more recent years.
caveat applies - consult with your tax advisor to Let's rejoice for what has been and look to God
see if this approach is right for you. It was for us.
for what might be coming!
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PEEK IN THE PA ST: SECOND ACT
			

by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Carrie Selby Gilman was born in Chicago in
1878. Her maternal grandfather, Reuben Frame
was a Presbyterian minister from Quaker origin
and in 1931 she wrote a genealogy work on that Irish side of her
family: “David Frame's descendants.” In 1893 she went to the
Cutler Academy, Colorado College's prep-school, but continued
her studies at Smith College and the University of Chicago,
where she met Charles Edward Carey (four years her senior).
The couple married in 1900 and moved to Western Iowa, where
Charles took over his father's dry goods business. A year later
their only child Margaret was born.

Christian Education Building Planning
Committee ~1958. Mrs. Carey is on the right;
from FCC archives

For more than forty years Carrie was active in her community. She
was a long time clerk of the local Congregational Church, secretary
of the board of Murphy Memorial Hospital, and a board member of the Montgomery County Welfare
Board. Mission was her special interest for which she served on several state and national boards. Close
as they were to their community, it is surprising that the family, probably upon Charles' retirement,
moved to Colorado Springs and FCC in 1943. Tuberculosis, a later cause of
Carrie's, was likely the reason, as Charles died in 1945 and Margaret in 1947.

Mrs. Carey;
the Carey Chapel picture

In 1945 Mrs. Carey took over as church treasurer from the ailing Willard
Burgess, a position she would hold for over 20 years. Her community work
continued, with the YWCA, the Community Council of Social Agencies, the
El Paso County TB Association, the Women's Library Club, and Christmas
Unlimited. Her church involvement included participation in the Colorado
Conference of Congregational Churches and the Colorado Fellowship of
Congregational Christian Women. She was voted “Woman of the Year” in
1956 and in 1960 Colorado College awarded her the Honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters Degree. FCC honored her with the Carrie Gilman Carey
Chapel, originally built between the Christian Ed. Building and the Founders

Room at the back of what is presently the Atrium.
When the Atrium was built in 1994 the then choir
room at the south of the Founders Room was
rededicated as the Carrie Gilman Carey Chapel.
Her picture is on its wall.
Mrs. Carey died in 1971, having given her “second
act” to FCC and Colorado Springs. When asked
about her tireless efforts, she responded: “I firmly
believe that work is a blessing, not something to be
avoided; that happiness and satisfaction in life come
only as a reward for effort, and after hard work that
you don't always feel like doing.....A recipe for old age
is to keep one's mind alert, one's interests broad, and to
what you must begin when you are still young."

A short note from FCC Member,
Shirley Skirvin, who is moving from
Colorado Springs to New York:
My husband Sid (a Presbyterian minister) and I
joined First Congregational Church because we felt
it was such a good manifestation of our belief that
Christ calls us to see every human being as worthy
in the eyes of God.
I am leaving Colorado Springs to join my daughter
in Poughkeepsie, New York and I can only hope
that I can find a congregation there that responds
to this call of Christ as well as does FCC, Colorado
Springs. I am so grateful to everyone at FCC who
welcomed us and helped us feel a part of your
important ministry.
- Shirley Skirvin
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FACES OF DIGNIT Y:
A FUNDRAISING DINNER
b y R e v . A n n S t e i n e r L a n t z , ESM Executive Director
alantz@ecusocmin.org

Since the beginning, ESM has responded to the Gospel by helping people who are
experiencing homelessness or simply struggling to make ends meet by offering
emergency food, showers, clothing, free laundry facilities, and encouragement to face another day.
In 1982, the founding churches supplied most of the money to keep this ministry alive. Since that
time, they have not been able to keep up with the demand for our services. Now that funding from
the founding churches represents only 15% of our annual budget, it is critical that we raise additional
funds to keep the doors open, the water flowing, and the pantry refrigerator running.
Once a year, we host our Faces of Dignity fundraising
event. This single annual event is necessary to raise
additional funds needed for our year-round operations.
This year, we hope to raise $100,000. With sponsorships
and ticket sales and individual donations, we know we can do this and you can help. We urge you to
participate! This has been a very dry summer for donations, and we really need your help. In order to
pay the higher utilities bills that keep the hot water flowing, to buy more food for the ever increasing
number of hungry people that come to our doors, to keep the bare-bones staff that it takes to run these
programs, this fundraiser is critically important.
Please, for the future of ESM, open your hearts and wallets for the tens of
thousands we serve every year. Men, women, children, and their pets! This
year we are featuring a renowned speaker and preacher with a sense of humor.
Former stand-up comedian turned United Methodist pastor, Rev. Jerry Herships
will inspire us with his take on feeding the hungry. He is the founder of the
AfterHours United Methodist Church in Denver where they meet in area bars
for worship and then make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the folks on
the street. He promises to be entertaining and enlightening.
Invitations will be mailed out soon. If you wish to RSVP online, visit www.ecusocmin.
org/register. Please
RSVP as soon as possible and we look forward to seeing
you there! For questions, contact Denise Sanders
(719.228.6781 / dsanders@ecusocmin.org).

This summer's MultiFaith Experience for
Kids was incredibly
successful!
We have a multitude
of photographs for
you to check out on
our website! Visit
today:
https://www.fcucc.org/
who-we-are/photo-gallery

Rev. Jerry Herships
(who preached at the
Installation Service of
Rev. Heather Haginduff)

A Noisy
Offering

September 16

Bring your loose
change on Mission
Sunday (September 16) as
the children of FCC collect money for
Ecumencial Social Ministries. ESM provides
a collaborative Christian response to low
income and homeless people in crisis through
a variety of services. LET's MAKE NOISE for
the voiceless of our downtown community.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and
Affirming Congregation. We invite people of every
age, ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender
expression, means, ability and spiritual tradition
to join us in the love of God and neighbor through
Christian worship, dedication to education and
commitment to service.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?
We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.
The DEADLINE for the next issue (October 2018 Issue) is Saturday, September 15, 2018.
Please send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org
REQUIREMENTS:
• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion.
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly
e-blast.

