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I am so happy to be officially on board as your Lead Minister!  My priority 
now is to listen and learn, put names with faces, learn who does what, 
and become familiar with all the small groups and various ways in which 
congregants gather.  In our very active and engaged church, there’s a learning 
curve for sure, but I assure you I am up to the task!

In listening and learning from staff and lay leaders, I became aware of some 
challenges presented by our existing Sunday worship and faith formation 

schedule.  During the summer, it’s not too bad, but as we plan for our fall schedule (beginning on 
Sunday, September 11), we began brainstorming about some new possibilities.

After much discussion with staff, contemplative worship planners, children and youth directors, and 
The Forum organizers, we’ve arrived upon a new schedule for Sundays that we all feel will fit our 
needs better.  

Therefore, starting September 11, here's our Sunday schedule:
 8:00-8:45 a.m.  Contemplative Worship with weekly communion (Chapel)
 10:00-11:00 a.m. Community Worship (Sanctuary)
 11:00-noon  Faith Formation (including The Forum, Children, and Youth)

Here’s the rationale for making this Sunday schedule change:
 • Better for Worship.  Allows for access to the Sanctuary for a full hour  
  before worship begins.   
  Sound checks and Sanctuary set-up have been very difficult with the  
  Sanctuary/Founders’ Room full until 10:45 a.m.  The beginning of  
  worship feels rushed and frantic.  This schedule allows for worship  
  to begin in a calm, spacious manner.
 • Better for the Chancel Choir.  They’ll be able to rehearse in the  
  Sanctuary immediately before worship.
 • Better for The Forum.  The Chancel Choir (and members of other  
  ensembles) can fully participate (without making a mass exodus  
  in the middle of a speaker presentation).  Attendance might improve  
  by inviting folks (during worship) to stay for a great speaker, rather  
  advertisement launched days in advance.
 • Better for Children.  Sarah Lund can recruit volunteers from the  
  choir.  It is also easier to ask people to stay after worship rather than  
  come early.

continued on page 2...  

A  N e w  S t a r t !
 b y  R e v .  L e e  A n n  B r y c e ,  L e a d  M i n i s t e r

l e e a n n @ f c u c c . o r g
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The End of Summer; Looking Towards Fall
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r 
b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

 • Youth don’t like to come early.  Josh Rumple can plan activities with  
  an open end time (rather than have to stop for worship.)  This  
  opens up possibilities for field trips or extended activities.

The Council voted unanimously to approve this change.   (cont. page 2)
We know it won’t be perfect for every individual, however this new schedule provides the best 
opportunity for growth in all the groups and activities of our church.  

As always, we welcome your feedback.  Please let me or any of the staff/leaders know if you think of 
something we need to plan for as we move to this new schedule on September 11.

Always looking for better ways to be church, 

Rev. Lee Ann

As we turn the corner on summer towards fall, I 
think back on what happened this summer and 
accomplishments achieved.  First and foremost, 
FCUCC was adeptly led by our intrepid Associate 
Minister Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin.  She provided 
wonderful, creative services on various Sundays, 
topped by one of the largest groups FCUCC has ever 
had in the Pride Parade.  I was lucky enough to be in 
town for the parade and had a great time.  We were 
fortunate that Covid impacts remained minimal, 
with no new restrictions imposed on church services 
and activities so we could continue to interact freely 
through the various services and activities conducted 
at church.  

BYLAW UPDATE
After two special congregational meetings, and 
much discussion, FCUCC’s governing documents, 
the Bylaws, were updated.  Important changes were 
incorporated to include:
 • Removing outdated language
 • Adding virtual or hybrid (in-person/virtual)  
  attendance to conduct formal congregational  
  meetings
 • Adding an inclusion statement
 • Clarifying Associate Membership 
 • Clarifying Church Council roles, including  
  relationship to Staff and Lead Minister
 • Clarifying roles and responsibilities of the  
  Lead Minster
I appreciate the strong attendance and healthy 
dialogue that occurred during both meetings to 
get us to an approved document that will serve the 

congregation well into the 
future. Nothing good happens 
without hard work and healthy 
dialog and this bylaw update 
was no exception.

LOOKING FORWARD
The reigns of Lead Minister have officially passed 
from Rev. Jacque to Rev. Lee Ann Bryce - our 
new, settled Lead.  I’m excited to see how we, as a 
congregation, and Rev. Lee Ann will work together 
in the coming months and years to realize the goals 
we discerned through the "Where have we been" and 
"Where are we going" congregational work done last 
year. Together we will work as a team to make those 
aspirations a reality, along with so much more we 
have yet to discover.  The sun is rising on FCUCC!  

I’m looking forward to seeing and experiencing The 
Madrigal, in its full glory after nearly five years! 
This fall also sees the return of The Cooking School. 
Please consider joining the Church Council as there 
will be three openings being filled in January.  We 
also need a Chair for the up-coming Annual Appeal, 
and a new member on the Leadership Cultivation 
Committee.  Contributing your time and talent to 
FCUCC is what makes this church work, and we 
need you.  Please consider throwing in your hat 
for consideration for the many openings we have.  
I assure you the experience will be interesting, 
engaging, and enlightening for you.  You won’t be 
disappointed.
Much more to come.
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According to the astronomical calendar, the season of summer began on June 21 
and ends on September 22.  But my calendar does not depend on the 23.5 
degrees of tilt in the Earth's rotation. My summer began on April 25 - the 
day after our Transitional Lead Minister, Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom retired 
to Yuma, Arizona. This has been the summer of "Acting Lead" for me.

I had come to terms with my ministerial career being Associate Pastor as an end goal 
rather than the stepping stone to a Lead Minister position. It suits my gifts better to 
not have the stress of "Lead Minister." However, this "summer" I got to taste the lead position for 
three months! Thank you for spending the summer with me as your lead. I wanted to recap some 
highlights as this season of leadership for me came to a close on August 1 when Rev. Lee Ann 

Bryce arrived. 

This was a summer of joy and satisfaction as we accomplished the purpose of keeping the church humming 
through the warm summer months. Not all congregations survived the pandemic. But we did with 
flying colors! Flying rainbow colors!

Here are the highlights!
JWW WEEKEND - DAVID BOOTH - It was such fun to get to know Marti Booth's son 
David, the retired religion professor from St. Olaf. David's humility and insight around the topic of 
racism and human rights was a true gift. I loved knowing that Dr. Booth grew up in this church and 
is such an eloquent voice for justice. The JWW Team pulled off this difficult activity in under six months 
rather than the full year of preparation normally needed.

COVID  - The pandemic is still with us and is now called an "endemic."  Even those with vaccines and 
boosters are getting Covid but are not going to the hospital. Still, it pays to be careful, and though we lifted the 
mask mandate, masks are still encouraged. We started "Passing the Peace" in our worship emphasizing consent 
and honoring one another with our distance. I tested positive for Covid on a Saturday night and Josh Rumple 
adeptly jumped in to preach that Sunday morning.

REV. DR. JOHN DORHAUER  - The General Minister and President of our denomination paid us a 
visit on May 29. He was meant to be the preacher for Dr. Don Longbottom's last Sunday and 

when Don needed to leave early, Rev. Dorhauer kept his commitment to us. The leak about the 
Supreme Court possibly overturning Roe vs. Wade was on everyone's mind. Rev. Dorhauer was 
interviewed by Colorado Public Radio journalist Dan Boyce who captured a more progressive 
view of abortion and women's rights from him. Rev. Dorhauer's Sermon and Question & 

Answer Session with the Congregation gave many people a new look on who we are as a UCC 
denomination. Later, on June 24 when the rumor became reality, many of us grieved the loss of 

women's right to choose, but were glad to be a part of the UCC denomination. 

Jazz Sunday, Choral Presentation Sunday, Juneteenth, Lay Sunday (Tom Shipp preached), Youth Ministry 
Sunday, Folk Sunday, Pride Sunday, Flute Choir 
Sunday, Minister in Discernment Sunday (AniRose 
Whaleswan preached). There was no lack of special 
Sundays for the summer! Thank you to all who 
attended and supported our congregation through the 
dog days of heat! It was especially great to be out in 
the Pride Parade with our humongous rainbow flag. 
Those who marched for FCUCC won the award for 
the most Pride Spirit!

The end of summer technically isn't here yet. But 
for me summer's end is marked by the blooming of 
the Mexican Marigolds, the zucchini harvest, ripe 
tomatoes, and the arrival of Rev. Lee Ann Bryce! 

Summertime!
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n , M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e 

j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g
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R a i s e  Y o u r  V o i c e s ! 
M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s  a t  F C U C C
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y 
d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

Fall is fast approaching, and that means our Music Ministry will be kicking 
off full-force in a matter of weeks. Please read on for offerings this fall, and 
contact David Acton (david@fcucc.org) if you are interested.

CHANCEL CHOIR
Chancel Choir begins rehearsals for the program year on Thursday, September 15, with regular 
rehearsals on Thursday nights (7:00-8:30 p.m.) Chancel Choir welcomes anyone of any musical 
ability, and we would love to have you join us! To find out more about Chancel Choir and other 
choral opportunities this year, contact David Acton.

THE BELLS OF ST. VRAIN HANDBELL ENSEMBLE
The Bells of St. Vrain has openings for volunteers with music reading experience and a solid sense 
of rhythm. The Bells of St. Vrain rehearse on Tuesday evenings (7:00-8:30 p.m.) and strive to ring 
monthly in worship. Please contact David Acton if you are interested in learning more.

THE FCUCC FLUTE CHOIR
The Flute Choir performs quarterly in worship and is made up of talented flautists from around the 
city, under the direction of Phyllis White. They rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
Please contact Phyllis White (phyllisvwhite@gmail.com) if you are interested.

M.A.S.S. - MUSIC AND ARTS SUPPORT SQUAD
This group is our "on-call" group to assist the Music and Arts Ministry Team 

behind-the-scenes with receptions, set-ups, and anything else we can think 
of. No musical ability required, simply the desire to support the Music 
and Arts Ministry at First Congregational Church. Please contact David 
Acton if you are interested.

THAT'S NOT ALL !
Love music but not sure how to be involved at FCUCC? Not sure if 

you'll fit in a choir or ring in tune? Think you're too young? Too old? 
Don't want to sing, but play an instrument instead? Please do contact 

David Acton, because there is a place for you!

Do you like to sing?  
Do you read music 

and have good rhythm? 

Do you play the flute or 

another instrument? 

Do you love music? 
You belong 

in our ministry! 

Carrying the church banner 
in the Pride ParadeMini-Golf Planting seeds as prayersCreating a wild collage
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Summertime has come to an end, the kids are back 
to school, and we look ahead to this new school year 
with anticipation. The calendars are filling up with 
sports, events, and the summer is already feeling like a 
distant memory. Our much-anticipated Lead Minister 
has arrived, bringing joyful enthusiasm and positive 

momentum for all of us. I am so eager to get this program year off to a great 
start with children and their families! 

This summer, we had five Monday Family Fun Days that were scheduled 
throughout June, July, and August. We enjoyed a picnic at Monument Valley 
Park, played at the splash pad at John Venezia Park, went mini-golfing, 
enjoyed playing at the Sondermann Park stream, and celebrated the end of 
summer with a tour and picnic at the McAllister House.

We have been engaging in Kids’ Community Worship this summer in a 
variety of ways: frisbee prayers at McAllister House, creating wild collages, 
planting seeds as prayers, play dough meditation, and more!

While we have a multitude of sweet memories from the summer to look 
back on, we also have so much to anticipate this fall. One event that our 
children can take part in is our Gathering of the Waters service on September 4. Kids are invited to assist in 
this multi-generational service by helping pour water from our congregation’s summer travels to be used in 
upcoming baptisms. (It’s also not too late to contribute water to the church office if you collected any samples!) 
We are also eager to kick off the new school year with an event during Faith Formation Hour on September 
11, at 11:00 a.m. for youth and children in the McAllister House Gardens. More information to come soon! 
Additionally, Faith Formation Hour classes for all ages will start on Sunday, September 18 at 11:00 a.m. Then 
October 23, we will have our multi-generational Fall Festival in the 
afternoon, complete with pumpkin carving, food, and crafts. Watch 
your inbox for more details. 

We look forward to holding Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality 
& Our Faith classes in January for 1st Graders. Let your friends 
with 1st Graders know that we offer this program free of charge for 
families in our church as well as the community. 

Recently, at the All Church Campout, we got a chance to think 
about and reflect on the peace that we find in observing the natural 
world. This fall, as we are all getting back into our “normal” 
routine, take a moment to get outside and look at the beauty of 
this season. Watch the birds who do not plant or fret about their 
harvest. We can learn so much from them! 

Matthew 11:28-30 (The Message) says, 
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get 
away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a 
real rest. Walk with me and work with me— watch how I do it. Learn the 
unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on 
you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”

I pray we can all keep company with each other as we journey into 
this new season. Wishing you and your loved ones a season of rest 
and unforced rhythms of grace as we move into autumn. 

H e r e  W e  A r e !
b y  S a r a h  L u n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y

s a r a h @ f c u c c . o r g

The Splash Pad at John Venezia Park

Frisbee Prayers at McAllister House

McAllister House Tour & Picnic



SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER 2022 6

What a summer it has been! In July 
there were two service trips, and they 
were incredible. Our High School Group 
travelled six hours north to Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, where we worked with and learned from the 
Oglala Lakota. Each night, we learned from elders in the 
local area. Each day, we split up into various groups and 
accomplished some work in support of the Lakota people: 
building outhouses, mending trailers, tending gardens, and 
much more. 

Our Middle School group travelled once again down to 
Alamosa, Colorado, where we volunteered with La Puente. 
Our congregation has been supporting La Puente for years, 
and it is an annual trip with our Middle School Group. This 
year, we had the opportunity to paint some fences, work 
with children, pull a lot of weeds, and much more. Some 
of the youth also took the chance to jump into a freezing 
waterfall, making memories and making me cringe!

It was because of the generous support of people like you 
that these trips were made possible. The work we did was 
meaningful, but the experiences these youth will take away 
from these service trips will last their lifetimes. Thank you 
for helping to make this happen for them.

A  S u m m e r  o f  S e r v i c e
b y  J o s h  R u m p l e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y
j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g

Trail Trekkers 
Continue in the Fall!
September 6 Downtown Art Walk

September 12 (5:00 p.m.) Salad Party!

September 30 Mueller State Park

October 3 Mule Creek Trail, Woodland Park

October 10 Sandstone Ranch Open Space

October 17 Kane Ranch Open Space

October 28 Springs Walk in Manitou

November 4, 5:00 p.m. Appetizer Party!

All hiking days depend on the weather.
All are invited to join the Trail Trekkers - for a 
hike or two, or more! We are always looking for 
people to lead hikes. If you would like to lead 
something new or different this fall or in the 
future just let us know.  We also are looking for 
someone to step forward and lead the group. For 
more information, please contact Karen and Bob 
Jones (jonesschou@mac.com).
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Attention to all who walk St. Vrain’s hall!
Ye Old Madrigal Dinner returns withal!
An Evening of Supper and Song awaits

all those who enter these hallowed gates.

Come journey through the mists of time
With music, merriment and rhyme.

Lords and Ladies, one and all,
Come join us in the banquet hall.

In days of old, folks gathered here
To praise the Christ and give all cheer.

Our joyous Madrigal Feast be nigh
To fill thine heart with a happy sigh.

On three December eves is when!
The dates eight, nine, eleven—not ten.

Take care to find the ticket stand
in November, on St. Vrain’s land.

Bible Nerds 
Rebranded

There are a lot of exciting things going on 
around the church.  Flower beds are weeded, 
bathrooms repainted, cupboards turned out 
and reorganized, music sorted, and we’ve 
welcomed our new Lead Minister —so glad 
you’re here, Rev. Lee Ann!  

In the spirit of this fresh breeze blowing 
through the community, Wednesday morning 
Bible Study has decided to tackle a long-
standing issue: our name.  Something about 
calling ourselves Bible Nerds causes some 
people to itch. Is the name too irreverent?  
(Impossible!) Does it imply that we are all 
theology wonks?  (Equally impossible.)  We 
cheerfully admit to being wanderers in the 
Biblical wilderness, searching the scriptures for 
our own version of manna.  

What is most needed?  Clarity, not cleverness, 
our current members felt.  So, we will now 
simply appear on your radar as “Entering the 
Scriptures: Bible Study.”  

When people came to ask Jesus about his 
ministry, he replied, “Come and see.” We invite 
you to do just that, to sit down with us to study, 
argue, ponder, wonder.  We don’t know all the 
answers but we entertain all questions.   

We’ll be in the Gregg Library, 
Wednesday mornings (9:30-11:00 a.m.) 

beginning September 7, 2022, 
in addition to online via Zoom. 

Need more information?  Please call me
719.264.9105, or just show up.  Come and see!

Kathy Beck

A 
MONDAY-
FUNDAY 
- Playing 

in the 
Sondermann 
Park stream

INTERCESSORY  
PRAYER NETWORK

Agnes Kehoe is the coordinator of FCC's 
Intercessory Prayer Network. This team is 
here for you, your friends, your families... 

anyone in need of prayers. 
Private requests can be 
made directly to Agnes

815.271.0761 / aggylee1128@gmail.com.
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T H E  F O R U M  R E T U R N S ! 
-  S E P T E M B E R  /  O C T O B E R

b y  A r d i t h  H a n s o n  &  R o b  L u n d ,  C o - C h a i r s  o f  T h e  F o r u m
a r d i t h m a r i e @ g m a i l . c o m  /  r o b . f . l u n d @ g m a i l . c o m

The Forum is entering its 40th 
year of providing interesting 

and sometimes challenging information and 
perspectives to FCUCC. We invite you to join us at 
11:00 a.m. most Sundays in the Sanctuary UNLESS 
the speaker has a visual presentation, in which case 
we will move to the Founders’ Room.

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 - Pamela Shockley-Zalabak, 
Ph.D.: Control of Information, Polarization, History 
in Dispute, Distrust:  Haunting Experiences in Russia 
and Poland what it may mean for the U.S.A. Today
Pamela Shockley-Zalabak, Ph.D. is President of 
CommuniCon, Inc., an organizational and leadership 
development corporation.  She is Chancellor and 
Professor Emerita of the University of Colorado 
Colorado Springs (UCCS) and the author of ten 
books and over one hundred other publications and 
productions. 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 - Mike Martin: Raw Tools: 
Turning guns into garden tools; Forging Peace. 
Disarming Hearts
Mike Martin is the founder and Executive Director 
of RAWtools. A former young adult pastor at Beth-El 
Mennonite Church, Mike is licensed for specialized 
ministry by Mountain States Mennonite Conference 
of Mennonite Church USA. He has a B.A. in Biblical 
Studies.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 - Judi Ingelido & Mike 
Maday: Voter protection and the Attack on 
Democracy
Judi Ingelido, Democratic HD 16 Chair and Election 
Judge and prior Poll Watcher, and Mike Maday, El 
Paso County Democratic Party Election Protection 
County Counsel, will discuss voting in general and 
then focus on Voter Protection. Mike will talk about 
the importance to democracy of preserving the 
right to vote and the concern we should have that 
it is under attack.  He will discuss the easy access 
Coloradans have to voting and how the system works 
very efficiently and fairly in Colorado and, generally, 
in El Paso County.

OCTOBER 2, 2022- Nancy Henjum: A View from 
City Council: City Council member Nancy Henjum 
(District 5) has been a COO for a partnership that 
managed behavioral health services for forty-three 

of the sixty-three counties 
in the state. She was also a 
faculty member at the Center for Creative Leadership, 
engaging in leadership development and executive 
coaching.
OCTOBER 9 – Dan Miller, A Discussion of Law, 
Abortion Rights and Reproductive Autonomy
Attorney Dan Miller represents businesses and 
individuals in civil litigation. Dan focuses his 
practice on lawsuits involving real estate, commercial 
disputes, employment, and construction defects. He 
also has represented clients with regard to premises 
liability matters, insurance coverage and bad faith 
claims, trade secrets litigation, copyright litigation, 
and trademark litigation.

OCTOBER 16, 2022 – Birgit Landon: Colorado 
Springs Utilities on Water Conservation Strategies
Birgit is a Senior Conservation Specialist at Colorado 
Springs Utilities.  She has over twenty-five years of 
experience focused on water and natural resource 
conservation, protection and education. She also 
has diverse work experience in water resources 
management for both private and public entities, 
most recently for the Colorado Springs Utilities.  

OCTOBER 23, 2022 – Kathy Sparnins: Grief is a 
Spiritual Journey: Compassion for the Process
Kathy Sparnins holds a B.A. in Psychology from 
Goddard College in Vermont, studied in the MSW 
Program at the University of South Carolina.
Kathy’s professional life includes 45 years in direct 
services with families and young people. Over the 
past 20 years Kathy’s work has specifically centered 
on grief education and support for families suffering 
significant loss in both El Paso and Teller Counties.

OCTOBER 30, 2022 – NO FORUM – 5th Sunday 
Fellowship

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 – Lynn Young
Panel Discussion on LGBTQ issues of Community 
and Allyship
Lynn is a national trainer for the Our Whole Lives 
(OWL) lifespan sexuality education program, 
developed in coordination by the UU and UCC.
She is a professional coach and an artist. 

NOVEMBER 13, 2022 - Chuck Benson: Art History
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A  S u c c e s s f u l  C h u r c h  C l e a n - U p !
b y  R a c h e l  R u m p l e , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

r a c h e l @ f c u c c . o r g

We had a well-attended and successful church clean up on July 31. We cleaned 
out classrooms, the Music Room, the Associate Minister's office, the Front Office 
and Workroom, the Nursery, organized the basement (also fondly referred to as 
"The Dungeon"), spruced up the landscaping, and painted! After the clean-up, we 
carted off two loads to El Paso's hazardous waste and safely recycled seventy-five 
cans of paint. Thank you to everyone who participated in this great effort - much 

needed after time away from our normal use of the building during COVID.

POPS NEWS - SAVE THE DATES! 
(Parents Out Partying Somewhere)
Saturday, October 8, 6 p.m.  - Home of Drew and Jill Robinson
Saturday, December 10, 6 p.m. - Home of Eric and Jane Ridings
Details about the events are shared (probably by Evite) several weeks before each event. 
Newcomers are always welcome. Please contact organizer Jane Ridings (janeridings@
hotmail.com) for more information or to be added to the distribution list.
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Is service to others a personal sacrifice or spiritual 
gift? If it is a gift, ...then how? With Stephen 
Ministry Sunday (September 18) approaching, 
this Stephen Minister finds himself contemplating 
the latter question.  Please understand me, Stephen 
Ministers sacrifice ample time and energy in serving 
their mission. Nonetheless, I can safely presume 
that all Stephen Ministers regard our experience 
more so as a gift for more than a few personal, yet 
noble, motives. First of all, walking a rocky spiritual 
path with a fellow traveler in life is an intense 
contemplative experience. By mastering the skills 
of active listening, a minister becomes immersed in 
the power of total presence through the caring of 
another soul. Weighing this experience to my other 
methods of centering, none have matched the unique 
intensity experienced through active listening and 
appreciation for the moments of silence. The spiritual 
heights encountered are nothing short of euphoric. 
In addition, the experience of giving through a one-
to-one circumstance magnifies intensity of bliss 
for the giver as well as the receiver. To paraphrase 
Joan Chittister, when you spiritually touch another 
human being, you are touching the face of God. The 
fact that God is in each and every one of us, provides 
opportunities for greeting God through individual 
service to others.  Finally, I have discovered 
meaningful fellowship as part of the Stephen Ministry 
community. If you are a caring person looking for a 
niche group within First Congregational, you might 
find it in the Stephen Ministry. By default, Stephen 
Ministers are compassionate people in what they do. 
Also, compassionate people usually consolidate with 
other compassionate people. If the rewards that I just 
outlined seem appealing to you, you should consider 
coming to service on Stephen Ministry Sunday, 
September 18 to learn more. You can also join us after 
the service and acquire the answer any of you may 
have, provided by actual Stephen Ministers. 

"Never believe that a few caring people can't change the 
world. For, indeed, that's all who ever have..."

Margaret Mead

First Congregational’s caring Stephen Ministers have 
resumed in-person meetings after our two-year hiatus 
– while continuing to be respectful of the preferences 
and health needs of our Stephen Ministry Team as 
well as care-receivers.  As a reminder, a Stephen 
Minister is a person who walks beside a person who 
is going through a difficult situation.  We listen to you 
with a caring heart, and we assist as is requested and 
appropriate for you, the care-receiver.  
A Stephen Minister is not an ordained pastor, 
however we received extensive training prior to 
stepping into this role and we receive continued 
training and support.  Our monthly meetings are 
intended for the purpose of this continued training 
and support.  All interactions and confidences shared 
between a Stephen Minister and care-receiver are 
held in strict confidence – they are not discussed with 
others or other Stephen Ministers.
So, what might this “caring and listening” entail? 
Sometimes it is simply a quiet, weekly discussion of 
the care-receiver’s thoughts and concerns regarding 
specific difficulty(ies).  Sometimes a Stephen Minister 
might read with their care-receiver and share ideas, 
or possibly assisting their care-receiver write letters to 
friends and loved ones.  Sometimes the time is spent 
listening to music or sharing memories.  The activities 
vary but the purpose is always to “walk with another 
through a difficult time.”  It is a personal time just for 
the care-receiver.
Every life has difficult times, but sometimes it feels 
awkward to talk about it with friends or loved 
ones.  Divorce, illness, aging, loss of employment, 
retirement, loss of a spouse, child, or dear friend, or 
a time when facing a troubling life decision are just 
some examples.  But, if you could use a listening ear 
and a caring heart to walk beside you for a time, let 
us know – we are here 
for you.  It is free and 
discussions are always 
confidential between 
you and your Stephen 
Minister. For more 
information, contact 
Pastor Jacque (jacque@
fcucc.org).

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y :
S h o u l d  I  B e 
C o n s i d e r i n g 
T h i s ?
b y  R i c k  C a m e r o n ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r
r c a m e r o n @ d 4 9 . o r g

W h a t  T h i s 
M i n i s t r y  M e a n s  
b y  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t , 
S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m
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The United Church of Christ denomination likes to showcase their progressive 
roots in the Congregationalist movement with a number of firsts, among which 
the first ordained African American Pastor (1776, Lemuel Haynes) and the first 
woman pastor (1853, Antoinette Brown). However, regarding the position of 
women in the church, First Congregational Church 

of Colorado Springs, founded in 1874, doesn't appear to have been all 
that progressive. Settlers tended to conservatism.

Even though at its founding in 1874 there had been a narrow majority 
of women, the church's organization, as reflected in its 1883 Manual, 
was entirely male dominated. Not just the Pastor, but all Trustees, 
Deacons, the Treasurer and the Clerk were specifically identified as 
male. Only a few years later, the service of Deaconesses was created. 
They were strictly limited to attend the poor and sick and had no 
say in the further business of the church (not even the serving of 
Communion). The first of these deaconesses was Maria Martin, one of 
the founders. Only fifteen-some years later was she elected Treasurer, 
still on the support, not the policy side.  

Music was different, though originally an all male quartet 
accompanied the singing. Mrs. John** (Elisabeth) Campbell, member since late 1874, became our 
first organist in 1882, playing the Reed organ in the old church. Nellie Kerr succeeded her in 1887 
on our present organ. Nellie, daughter of Professor James Kerr, married lawyer and financier Henry 
Blackmer, who got entangled in the Teapot Dome scandal. Gertrude Prentiss became organist in 
1891. From then on our organists' and later also music directors' genders have truly varied.

In 1889, Fannie (Frances Stead) Rouse, daughter of founders Francis and Harriet Rouse and named 
after founder “mother Rouse,” her grandmother, became FCC's Clerk. The clerk, who kept the 
membership registers and took minutes of meetings, was elected yearly along with the treasurer and 
the trustees (deacons were on a bi-yearly schedule), so one could surmise, that she was our earliest 
female church officer. She served a total of five years, after which we reverted to a long period of male 
clerks.

However, over the years, FCC's organizational structure changed and slowly women acquired equal 
positions, reflected in the 1949 celebration brochure, where half of the church's officers were female. 

It took another ten years though for FCC to appoint a female minister of 
Christian Education in the Rev. Helen June Knapp and till 1973 for now 
FCUCC to elect a female moderator in Mary Lou Anderson. In 1996, 143 
years after Antoinette Brown's pastorate in South Butler, NY, FCUCC had 
its first female pastor with the Rev. Sue Gardner's brief interim ministry.  

** An irritating habit of the times, where a married woman would often be 
indicated with her husband's given name. This is reflected in our membership 
ledgers from ~1881 till 1980.       

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  P r o g r e s s i v e  R o o t s ?
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n ,  C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n

c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Mary Lou Anderson, FCUCC's 
first female Moderator (1973)

Maria L Martin with grand-
daughter Louise Burgess (~1902)
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FCUCC Cooking School has been given the green light to GO in autumn, 2022!

I am pleased to announce that “Cooking School”will be able to resume, thanks 
to the encouragement and funding put in place by the Church Council and our 
Moderator, Bill Kemp. Thanks to so many of you who, for the last two years, have 
been waiting patiently and asking about our status. Opening at this time when we 
have our new pastor in the pulpit and are about to start a new chapter within our church’s history 
seemed like a perfect time.  A heartfelt thank you to all of you!

We are moving the Cooking School from Fridays to Tuesdays.      

Our first session is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. featuring our own Patti White who will present “Tapas and Sangrias," 
with some new ideas, recipes, and artistic presentations. Patti is known 
for her motto:  “Feast first with the eyes,” which is why any catering done by 
Patti is always exceptional to look at as well as taste.  

Our second session is scheduled for Tuesday, October 25, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
featuring our own Alyce Morgan who has written and published fabulous 
cookbooks and gives cooking classes in various places in the community. 

She is remembered for many original recipes, one of which is her holiday recipe 
for “Baby Jesus Brussel Sprouts.”  

Both of these skillful presenters are frequently at the helm of the various venues 
within the church that need the support of refreshments. 

FCUCC Cooking School features 
presenters from within 
our congregation and from other congregations 
or venues, all with recipes and stories designed 
to inspire and encourage us to create community 
around our kitchen tables. We are committed 
to using fresh, ripe, whole ingredients in our 
recipes, avoiding the multitudes of processed 
foods or “food-like substances” that have flooded 
the market. We are mindful of portion-size to 
avoid the habit of overeating.  Since we know 
there is a link between eating wisely and staying 
well, we want to cultivate simple habits that help 
us make smart choices nutritionally.

Please join us! Although we traditionally start our season during Lent and take our sessions through 
October, we are getting a late start this year. After our October session, we will turn our attention and 
energy to the holidays and use some of the ideas we have received in our September and October 
sessions to enhance our holiday tables. We will open our sessions again in March, 2023.  

There is no charge for these sessions, although we put out a basket for an optional donation if you are 
so inclined and able.

Blessings…and bon appetit!

C o o k i n g  S c h o o l  R e t u r n s !
b y  C h r i s t i n e  H a l l ,  C o o k i n g  S c h o o l  F a c i l i t a t o r
c h r i s t i n e _ c _ h a l l @ m s n . c o m

1

2
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In Philippians 2:6-7, we read that Christ did not think equality with God was a 
thing to be grasped, but instead he humbled himself, became a servant, and called 
each of us to a life of service to others. As a Christian seeking to grow spiritually, 
I have long believed that the central goal of life is to be involved in a life-long 
process of becoming more like Christ (see Philippians 3:10, Romans 8:29, Colossians 

1:27). Although I often stumble and frequently fail miserably, the good news is God never gives up 
on us. 

If the goal of the Christian is to become more like Christ, then it is important for us to understand 
what Christ was truly like. The answer is found in Matthew 11:28. Jesus says, “I am gentle and 
humble of heart.” A person who is growing spiritually in this Christ-like gentleness is one who relies 
on our loving God and commits to a life of service to others. On any given Sunday we sing in full 
voice, “Christ has no body now but yours,” and “What does the Lord require of you?” Does that not call us 
to action?

In reflecting on a life of service, one remembers Mother Teresa who wrote 
these wise words, “I used to pray that God would feed the hungry, but now I 
pray that He will guide me to do whatever I am supposed to do. I used to pray 
for answers, but now I’m praying for strength. I used to believe that prayer 
changes things, but now I know that first of all prayer changes us and we 
change things.” Mother Teresa truly lived a life of service.

It is impossible to overstate the impact a person can have with the help 
of God when they are devoted to loving and serving others. Both the 
recipient and the person who serves reap countless benefits. 

C a r e  a n d  F e l l o w s h i p  a t  F C U C C
b y  M a r g a r e t  R e i b e r ,  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r  f o r  C a r e  &  F e l l o w s h i p

m j r e i b e r @ g m a i l . c o m

According to the theologian and medical 
missionary, Albert Schweizer, “The only ones 
among you who will be truly happy are those who 
have sought and discovered how to serve others.”

Thankfully, FCUCC has many opportunities 
available to you for service. Your hands and 
feet are very much needed. Or maybe you can 
make a phone call or send a card to one of our 
shut-ins. There is a way that all of us can serve. 
Here are a few of the CARE and Fellowship 
ministries where your help is needed right 
now: Intercessory Prayer group, Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, Stephen Ministry, U-Care 
Casseroles, Visitation Ministry, and our 
church’s Thanksgiving Dinner. Do you want 
more joy in your life? Call me 719.432.6733 and 
I will help you find where your gifts can be 
used to bring love and joy in service to others.

V i s i t a t i o n  M i n i s t r y
Throughout the past two years, members of 
the Visitation Ministry have continued to reach 
out to fellow members and friends of First 
Congregational United Church of Christ.  
In-person visits have not always been possible, 
but through telephone calls, notes, cards, and 
e-mails we have stayed in touch.  
The pandemic has unveiled many aspects of our 
society, however, and most importantly, it has 
shown us how important human connection 
is.  I have wondered if this time of worry and 
separation hasn’t been a major “knock on the 
head” reminding us of just how important we are 
to each other.  We are here and ready to serve.  
Blessings to you all from the Visitation Ministry.

VISITATION MINISTRY CONTACTS:
Marsha Garrett - 719.233.0151

Elizabeth Vincent - 646.345.5357
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R e v .  L e e  A n n ' s  F i r s t  S u n d a y
a n d  U p c o m i n g  I n s t a l l a t i o n !

August 7, 2022, was our first Sunday with Rev. Lee Ann. We had a wonderful service, including 
super liturgy and holy communion. We are grateful to FCUCC member, Royce Field, our resident 
photographer. Royce, a most generous person, takes more photos than we could ever possibly 
publish! Here is just a small handful from that fabulous morning.
Be sure to join us on Sunday, September 25, 2022 for Rev. Lee Ann's Covenanting Service at FCUCC.
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My husband, Oliver Bell, passed away in 2002. In dealing with my grief, I found 
incredible help from a writer I’d never read before. Ralph Waldo Emerson.  
Perhaps, because he had lost a wife, a son and two brothers, he had insight and 

compassion for the human condition.

On a whim, I put a note in The Communicator asking if anyone would like to get together to read and 
discuss some of Emerson’s essays. To my surprise, five people showed up! A reprint of my request 
in the Broadmoor Community Church newsletter brought four more! Friends brought friends. I still 
thought, “Oh, the enthusiasm will wear off. This will probably last a few months."  But. . .  here we 
are in our twentieth year!  Our procedure was to choose an essay, read one paragraph aloud and 
discuss it, and then move on to the next.  Emerson remains amazingly relevant to today’s world.

On our Twentieth Anniversary we have decided to make a slight change and on Thursday, 
September 22, we will change our group’s name 
to Friends of Emerson/Thoreau II. Emerson was 
Henry David Thoreau’s mentor and lifelong 
friend and we will be reading from Thoreau's 
works.

We invite you to visit our group on Thursday, 
September 22, at 4 p.m. in the Gregg Library. 
If you like it, you can join us for as long as 
you want. There are no fees, attendance 
requirements, or previous knowledge of 
Emerson or Thoreau required. We are a 
nonacademic, informal group. We segue in all 
directions and laugh a lot!

We will be reading Thoreau’s Walden; please 
bring a copy if possible. We have about six extra 
copies to loan, if necessary.

In his later years, Thoreau was as much scientific naturalist as he was a writer. He noticed that some 
plants were flowering earlier than previous years and kept exact annual statistics on different species. 
Modern day climatologists have referred to his records in regard to climate change.

For further information or questions, please contact 
Lucy Bell (lucycbell@comcast.net) or Charles Coon 
(charlesrcoon@gmail.com).

A n  I n v i t a t i o n  t o 
J o i n  T h i s  G r o u p !

b y  L u c y  B e l l ,  F r i e n d s  o f  E m e r s o n  C o o r d i n a t o r
l u c y c b e l l @ c o m c a s t . n e t

O u r 
s c h e d u l e 

w i l l 
r e m a i n 

t h e  s a m e .

W H E N :    2nd and 4th Thursdays  
                        (4:00-5:00 p.m.) 
W H E R E :  The Gregg Library at FCUCC
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A  W O N D E R F U L  A L L  C H U R C H  C A M P O U T !
This year, we celebrated 20 years of All Church CampOut! A great time was had by 
all forty-seven participants, along with our additional six Day Campers on Saturday! 
Good Fellowship, Good Food, Good Fun, Good Talent, Good Rest! One of our 
performers during the Talent Show was Agnes Kehoe, who began with an interactive 
song, and then shared a poem she wrote for Earth Day in 2020. Please enjoy it here:

THE EARTH CRIED
by Agnes Kehoe, 2020

One day, the earth started crying.
A child heard it and asked "Why are you crying?"
The earth sighed and said
"Cool, clean water used to flow through my body. It 
quenched thirsts and nourished the land.
"My back and arms used to be strong trees. They 
were places of refuge for wildelife and, shelter for all 
living beings.
"My feet used to forge paths through mountains, 
forests, deserts, wetlands and prairies.
"My head was the sun that warmed the land and 
gave sustenance to the plants. 
"My mouth spit out rain and snow to cool down the 
atmosphere.
"My heart beat out all the seasons necessary for 
each region. But now it's all fading away."
"Why?" asked the child.
The earth replied
"When people looked at me instead of magnificence, 
they saw money, and that chipped away at me."
"What can I do to help?" asked the child.
And the earth said
"Be kind to me. Just be kind."
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Carolyn Dickerson
- Audio/Visual
Ellen Ranz Miller
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Charles Kiskiras
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Agnes Kehoe
- Intercessory Prayer Network
Sky Foerster, Mike Harris
- Just Peace
Lynne Stefonik
- JWW Lectureship Series
OPEN
- Kitchen Witches 
Eleanor Law
- Chancel Stewards Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Maintenance
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sydni Dittmer
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Jane Gazal
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
Paul McNeill
- Reopening Task Force
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
OPEN
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson, Rob Lund 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent, Marsha Garrett
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Lee Ann Bryce
- Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Sarah Lund
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Sid Shelton
- Vice Moderator
Charles Kiskiras
- Treasurer
Jane Ridings
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
John Felps
- Outreach
Cynthia Riley
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
OPEN
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Robert Scheafer
- Custodians
Maren Felps, Doris Fletcher
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE
Kisti Felps
- Chair
Debra Buenting
Jill Cameron
Rebecca Hibbard
Connie Raub

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse
Sara Peek
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Judy Cunningham
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Sue Prendinger, Phyllis White, 
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Samantha Garrett
Josh Rumple
AniRose Whaleswan 
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer.  

The next issue will be November/December, 2022.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 

receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (November / December 2022 issue)  
is Saturday October 15, 2022. 

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


