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In every church I have served through the years, October/November is busy.  
Among other things, church leaders are engaged in long meetings evaluating 
numbers; planning the budget for the coming year of ministry. These are 
valuable meetings. A church’s budget is an important value statement about 
what matters to its members.  I am so very grateful for the faithful efforts of 
church leaders to carefully evaluate every aspect of 
church operation. 

After much discussion, our Church Council has voted to return to 
a unified budget.  For some time, our church has had two separate 
budgets, one for Local Mission and one for Mission, Giving and 
Outreach.  First Congregational Church has a rich tradition of supporting 
our denomination’s benevolence (Our Church’s Wider Mission) and 
supporting a variety of non-profits doing incredible work in our 
community and beyond.  

Robust commitment to outreach is an important part of who we are. With a 
unified budget, we will continue our historic support of mission giving.  Mission, 
Giving & Outreach will continue to determine how MG&O funds are allocated.  

There are some very good reasons why moving to a unified budget makes 
sense.  First, it simplifies the budget process resulting in a decrease of 
dozens of staff hours apportioning every donation to different budgets. A 
unified budget also makes it easier for the congregation to understand and 
track the big picture of church finances.  Plus, the simplified process makes 
pledging easier.  

After hearing a great deal of deliberation on this topic, I fully support 
moving to a unified budget. I believe it makes sense for us now.  

If you have any questions about the move to a unified budget, please let 
your voice be heard. Please take advantage of the coming opportunities to 
discuss the proposed budget at length with our Moderator, Bill Kemp and 
our Treasurer, Charles Kiskiras. We are a congregational church which 
means that you and the leaders you elect make decisions about how we 
operate.  

We’re all in this together! Thanks to everyone, working hard, offering your 
various contributions to make our beloved church what it is.

In peace and purpose,
Rev. Lee Ann

A  U n i f i e d  B u d g e t
 b y  R e v .  L e e  A n n  B r y c e ,  L e a d  M i n i s t e r

l e e a n n @ f c u c c . o r g
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Budget and New Beginnings
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r 
b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

As we wrap up October and enter November, 
this change of months also brings the Annual 
Appeal and fashioning a budget. The Annual 
Appeal seeks to raise the funds needed for next 
year’s 2023 budget. The Church Council received 
input from all the various teams and staff, and, 
after careful consideration, has fashioned a 
proposed budget for 2023.  This year’s budget 
is less than last year’s despite many notable 
increases. The savings was due to Rev. Jacque 
Franklin’s upcoming retirement.  It’s hard to 
believe that is also happening this year.  Though 
Jacque will be retired next year, Rev. Lee Ann 
will still need help with pastoral care and other 
tasks as there is simply too much for one person 
to do. We will not have a new associate minister, 
but our Director of Youth Ministry, Josh Rumple 
will be assisting Lee Ann with some of those 
duties. As such, Josh will continue the Youth 
Ministry and will also assist Lee Ann with 
pastoral care of the congregation and other tasks. 
To accomplish this, Josh will move from part 
to full time, with the additional twenty hours 
to be used to help with some tasks that were 
performed by Jacque.

As I mentioned in an e-blast a few weeks ago, 
the Church Council has voted to once again 
unify the budget, no longer separating Mission 
Giving & Outreach (MG&O) from the General 
Fund as two separate budget items. This will be 
helpful in many ways, not the least of which will 
simplify monthly accounting by reducing annual 
accounting costs. With this change, pledge cards 
no longer have separate pledge lines for the 
General Fund and MG&O, but a single line for 
the General Fund amount you wish to pledge. If 
you so desire, you can write a specific amount of 
your pledge to be directed to a certain part of the 
budget other than the general fund, but that will 
need to be written specifically on your pledge 
card. Please participate in this upcoming Annual 
Appeal with a pledge to help us realize the 
outreach and ministry goals we hope to achieve 
in 2023. 

I am excited about the new 
energy at the church with 
Rev. Lee Ann’s arrival and 
the possibilities that brings in 
2023.  As I’ve done the past 
two years, I will be holding at least two budget 
Zoom meetings to go over every line item in the 
budget. This will give you the opportunity to 
see what has changed from last year and to learn 
the state of our reserves. You will learn what 
budget line items increased, what decreased, 
and why. It will be your opportunity to ask any 
questions you want about the budget.  Treasurer, 
Charles Kiskiras will be your host and I will be 
the emcee. One budget meeting will be held in 
November (likely Thursday, Nov 17th at 6PM), 
and the second on a to-be-determined date in 
December.  If need be, I will hold a meeting 
in January to address any significant budget 
funding shortfalls.  

Finally, there are three Council positions that 
will need replacement in 2023. Those three 
positions will be voted in during the January 
2023 Annual Meeting (Sunday, January 29).  The 
positions are: 

 • Council Member for Care & Fellowship
 • Council Member for Education
 • Council Moderator

Please consider submitting an application for 
one of these important positions. Each serves 
a three-year term. Kisti Felps, Chair of the 
Leadership Cultivation Committee (LCC), 
Members of the LCC, or I would love to discuss 
with you what is involved with those positions. 
The work is rewarding and enlightening, and 
I have enjoyed my time serving. Volunteering 
your time for leadership and guidance of the 
church is an important part of contributing to 
the congregation.  We need your time and your 
talents just as much as we need your pledges.  

Love to you all, 
Bill
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So Grateful Together!
b y  L i s a  M a s o n , A d v a n c e m e n t  Te a m  C h a i r 

l i s a a m a s o n @ h o t m a i l . c o m

Lisa Mason here, Chair for what most people know as the Stewardship 
Committee, but we are evolving into a new name, the Advancement Team. It’s 
that time of year where the aspen and cottonwood give us their vibrant golden 
hues and it’s that time of year when we come together to give and support all that 
we are thankful for at First Congregational Church.

Dianna Butler Bass, our guest speaker for the 2023 JWW Lectureship Series has a book titled Grateful: 
The Subversive Practice of Giving. She delves into how GRATITUDE evolves into GENEROSITY... how 
“me” moves toward the more inclusive “we.” And, she discusses community which she portrays as 
“a larger, intricate network of sustaining relationships.” As your Chair this year, I am keenly aware of 
wanting to support all efforts to sustain all of the wonderful relationships we have at FCUCC, and to 
sustain that intricate network that is emblematic of FCUCC.

The “me” is grateful for so many things that make up the totality of the “we” 
that is FCC. I so appreciate that we support the wider community through 
our multiple grants given out through MG&O. Our music ministry uplifts 
me through Chancel Choir, FCUCC Flute Choir, Jazz and Folk Sundays,  
the Bells of Saint Vrain, and notably our gorgeous organ. After losing my 
parents over the last three years, I am particularly grateful for Stephen 
Ministry work. That work and so much more is sustained through passionate 
volunteers that are supported by exceptional staff members. These efforts 
and ministries can only be well supported by both a fully-funded budget and 
a fully-engaged congregation.

Stephen Charleston, author of "Ladder to the Light,” talks about sweat equity. “I guess you could say I 
have a working class spirituality. I think you have to put a little sweat 
equity into what you believe. You have to practice what you preach. 
Justice does not just happen. Compassion is not a spectator sport 
but something I have to exercise as I roll up my sleeves to do my 
part in creating a better community… the world will not change 
by wishes but by the labor of love we call Faith. Spirituality is not 
a spa, but a construction site where we build hope one heart at a 
time. By our own choices, we are building the world our children 
will inherit.”

By me giving, I am materially giving my thanks, and by me 
giving, I am truly supporting that for which I am grateful 
for in being a member of this church. By me giving, I am 
rolling up my sleeves to help build that better world for 
sustaining our elders and for creating the world we really 
want our children and youth to grow up in. 
Albert Schweitzer said, “The only ones among you who will 
be truly happy are those who have sought and discovered how to 
serve others.”

May you be truly happy as we all do our part to serve 
others. I look forward to being “Grateful Together – 
Supporting Ministry in 2023.”

Save the date for the 
POPs Christmas Party 

on Saturday, 
December 10, 6 p.m., 
at the home of Jane 

and Eric Ridings.  
Look for an evite in 

late November.  
Contact Jane Ridings 
(janeridings@hotmail.

com) to be added to the 
distribution list.
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It seems like an especially beautiful autumn this 
year, doesn’t it? There’s a crisp fall breeze in the 
air, and the streets are lined with trees that seem 
more vibrantly colored than usual. The season 
of holidays is upon us, and this year the halls of 
First Congregational Church are already bustling 
with Advent and Christmas preparations. I am 
so excited to tell you that the OutLoud Colorado 
Springs Men’s Chorus and our own Ye Olde 
Madrigal Choir are both coming back for the 
first time since the 2020 lock down. And our Lead 
Minister, Rev. Lee Ann Bryce, is preparing for 
an Advent and Christmas season full of joyful 
worship, mysterious contemplation, and - naturally 
- beautiful music. Below is a schedule of worship 
for the season of Advent and a schedule of other 
opportunities to celebrate the holiday with music in 
the walls of our church.

OPPORTUNITIES TO WORSHIP
During the season of Advent, we will hold two 
services in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings. 
The first at 8:15 a.m. will use music from the Taizé 
tradition and include Communion, and the second 
at 10:00 a.m. will be filled with traditional hymn 
singing and other special offerings. Each service 
will include the day’s sermon, scripture, and 
prayer.

Sunday, November 27 - HOPE
8:15 a.m. Service with music from the Taizé 
tradition
10:00 a.m. The Chancel Choir sings in worship

Sunday, December 4 - PEACE
8:15 a.m. Service with music from the Taizé 
tradition
10:00 a.m. OutLoud sings in worship under the 
direction of Joey Young, with accompanist, Sandi 
Shroads.

Sunday, December 11 - JOY
8:15 a.m. service with music from the Taizé 
tradition
10:00 a.m. The Bells of St. Vrain ring in worship, 
alongside the Ye Olde Madrigal Choir under the 
direction of Victoria Hansen

Sunday, December 18 - LOVE
8:15 a.m. Service with music from the Taizé 
tradition

Advent Musical Offerings at FCUCC
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y 
d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

10:00 a.m. Gifts of music will 
be given by the FCUCC Flute 
Choir with Phyllis White and 
Karen Morsch, and the Chancel 
Choir sings a beautiful anthem 
by Elaine Hagenberg

Saturday, December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 p.m. Service for Children and Family
7:00 p.m. Service for everyone with the Chancel 
Choir, the Bells of St. Vrain, and other guests
11:00 p.m. Our traditional midnight service

Sunday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 a.m. Service of carol singing and Christmas 
Joy with Rev. Jacque Franklin and David Acton

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE 
THE SEASON WITH MUSIC

A Holiday Homecoming
OutLoud Colorado Springs 
Men’s Chorus: Bill Loper 
and Joey Young, directors
Sandi Shroads, accompanist

December 2 at 7:30 p.m.
December 4 at 2:00 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m.
Tickets available at: 
outloudcsmc.com/tickets

The Madrigal
December 8, 9, and 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets go on sale: November 13 at FCUCC
Ring in the season with The Madrigal, a concert 
and dinner full of music, dancing, a bit of drama, 
and a lot of joy!

The 111th Annual Christmas Mystery Pageant
December 18 at 4:00 p.m.
This proud First Congregational Church tradition 
begins with an organ recital and then tells the 
Christmas Story through music and tableau.

Summit By Candlelight
The Summit Ensemble of the Colorado Springs 
Children’s Chorale
Abigail Gast, director 
David Acton, pianist
December 21 at 7:00 p.m.
More information at: 
kidssing.org/season
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BOOK 
DISCUSSION GROUP!

The next book on the list is The Ride 
of Her Life, a National Bestseller from 
Elizabeth Letts. This is the triumphant 
true story of a woman who rode her 
horse across America in the 1950s, 
fulfilling her dying wish to see the 
Pacific Ocean, Letts, a #1 New York 
Times bestselling author, also wrote The 
Perfect Horse and The Eighty-Dollar Champion

“The gift Elizabeth Letts has is that she makes you feel you 
are the one taking this trip. This is a book we can enjoy 

always but especially need now.” 
—Elizabeth Berg, author of The Story of Arthur Truluv

In 1954, sixty-three-year-old Maine farmer Annie 
Wilkins embarked on an impossible journey. She had 
no money and no family, she had just lost her farm, 
and her doctor had given her only two years to live. 
But Annie wanted to see the Pacific Ocean before 
she died. She ignored her doctor’s advice to move 
into the county charity home. Instead, she bought a 
cast-off brown gelding named Tarzan, donned men’s 
dungarees, and headed south in mid-November, 
hoping to beat the snow. Annie had little idea what 
to expect beyond her rural crossroads; she didn’t 
even have a map. But she did have her ex-racehorse, 
her faithful mutt, and her own unfailing belief that 
Americans would treat a stranger with kindness.

The FCUCC Book Discussion Group will next 
get together on Sunday, January 15, 2023 at 

4:00 p.m. in the Gregg Library. 
ALL are welcome to join us for light refreshments 

and great discussion! Pick up a copy, start 
reading, and please join us!

ADVENT SUNDAY 
SERVICE SCHEDULE

November 27 - 1st Sunday in Advent
December 4 - 2nd Sunday in Advent
December 11 - 3rd Sunday in Advent
December 18 - 4th Sunday in Advent
Advent Worship Service I: 
8:15-9:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)

 - to include Communion
    Contemplative elements
    Sermon
Between Worship Class:  
9:15 a.m. (Carey Chapel)
"The Poetry of Advent" - a class 
exploring the poetry of Mary Oliver

Advent Worship Service II: 
10:00-11:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)

 - to include Sermon
    Scripture
    Prayer
    Musical guests and/or   
    ensemble

Faith Formation Hour: 
 11:00 a.m.  (Founders' Room, Sanctuary,  
  Classrooms)

Our Advent worship series, Preparing the Guest 
House, is inspired by Rumi's poem.  We'll explore the 
traditional themes of Advent associated with the coming 
of Christ - hope, peace, joy, and love, as well as their 
opposites: - despair, chaos, sadness, hate.  What might it 
mean to welcome and entertain them all?

The Guest House (excerpt) 
This being human is a guest house.

Every morning a new arrival.
A joy, a depression, a meanness,

some momentary awareness comes
as an unexpected visitor.

Welcome and entertain them all!
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NOVEMBER BOOK  
DISCUSSION! 

Join us for a book discussion – coming in 
November!

 What:   Upcoming three-part class to  
   discuss Grateful by 
   Diana Butler Bass
 When:  Friday mornings: (9:30-11 a.m.)
   November 4, 11 & 18    
Where:  Founders' Room

 Who:  All who are interested or want   
   to learn more!

Diana Butler Bass is our James W. White 
Lectureship guest April 28, 29 & 30, 2023.  
We are beginning to prepare for her visit by 
reading some of her books.
One of Diane’s recent books is Grateful – the 
Transformative Power of Giving Thanks.
Diana’s website (dianabutlerbass.com) offers the 
following description:

“Although most of us know that gratitude is 
good — and good for us — there is a gap between 
our desire to be grateful and our ability to behave 
gratefully. The implications of the gap are bigger 
than we realize, affecting both our personal and 
public lives. In Grateful, Bass weaves together social 
science research, spiritual 
wisdom, and contemporary 
issues as she calls for a richer 
understanding and practice 
of gratitude. What emerges 
are surprising insights about 
the power of thankful living 
to change how we treat one 
another, and how we might 
transform our world.”

Please join us for this 
three-week series 
of discussions, led by members of the 
JWW Lectureship Team.
Several copies of Grateful are available 
for check out in the Gregg Library.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
RETURNS TO FCUCC!

Come enjoy a Thanksgiving 
Day Feast in the Founders’ 

Room at First Congregational 
UCC at 1:00 p.m. on 

November 24! 
Phone your reservation to 

the church, 719-635-3549, by 
Friday, November 18 with the 

number of people who will 
attend, and bring 

a covered dish to share - a 
vegetable, salad or dessert. 

All are welcome!
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“Why Slovenia?” everyone asks. Many people haven’t heard of 
Slovenia! The Slovenian trip was a way to use my sabbatical 
funds before I retire. Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal 
Program gave grantees plenty of leeway to find ways to 
spend their grant money during a pandemic. Guatemala was 
still high on my list, but the folks who lived there warned me 
against coming due to political upheaval and lack of vaccines 
and medical care. What to do?

Trish Lemke who coached me on the writing of the Lilly Grant application arranges trips throughout the 
year all over the world. It just so happened that the Slovenia trip fit the calendar and the cost. Plus, I would be 
going with my coach! This once-in-a-lifetime horse trek would travel the villages and countryside of Slovenia. 
I talked to my horse friends to see who would also want to go. Beth Reasoner, member of FCUCC, was able 
to join me! It ended up that just the three of us traveled internationally to Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia. From 
there we met our guides and horses as we traveled from horse farm to horse farm 
staying in bed and breakfasts hosted by the good people of Slovenia. 

My original intent for the sabbatical was to focus on Mind, Body, and Spirit
and cultivate Just Peace in myself, family, and community.  I approached this trip 
completely open to outcome. It turned out to be a heavily physical trip riding 
horseback cross country for six hours a day. It was a test of endurance to be sure, 
and I spent many a night with Icey Hot and Advil. I was pleasantly surprised 
when each morning I was up and ready to go with no residual pain. The rides 
were in themselves quite meditative with mountains, meadows, and small 
villages connected by country roads and trails. My spirit was renewed by 
the hospitality of a people who have known multicultural and continuous 
change.

Our host claimed that if a Slovenian was 100 years old and lived in 
the same place all that time, he would’ve lived in four different countries. 
Structures still remain from the Medieval ages - built of stone and preserved by 
generations still in use. From the Holy Roman Empire, Kingdom of Hungary, Republic of 
Venice to Napoleon’s First French Empire to the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, Slovenia experienced many cultures. The State of Slovens, 
Croats, and Serbs merged with the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. After 
World War II, Slovenia was annexed to the Independent State of 
Croatia. In 1945 they became part of Yugoslavia again. In June 
1991 Slovenia split from Yugoslavia  and became an independent 
sovereign state. They have known Communist, Socialist, and 
now Democratic rule. Of the people I met, they are a tough, do-
it-yourself people who are proud of their country. There is no 
poverty, no homelessness. College and medical care are free, and 
young people we met say they will never leave Slovenia. It has 
everything they need.  
That felt like a taste of Just Peace.

On Sunday November 20, meet me in the Sanctuary 
for slides that show more of the details of the trip. 
Afterwards we can taste Slovenian wine from their 

wineries and some tasty treats common to Slovenia. 
Na zdravje! (cheers)

S a b b a t i c a l  R e p o r t  I V : 
" L e s s o n s  f r o m  S l o v e n i a "

b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

For more 
Information, 

join Jacque on 

November 20 at 

4:00 p.m. at FCUCC 

for some wine and 

food tasting, slides, 

and stories of 
Slovenia!
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Happy November! The holidays are fast approaching, and we are all starting to 
get ready to celebrate the season with family and friends. 

As we are now in the swing of Faith Formation classes, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank our fabulous teachers. Each one has made a meaningful 
impact in the lives of the children they have worked with.

Marilyn Fife, Denise Ellsworth, Jeanie Tate, Charles Barber, and Agnes Kehoe have loved and 
cared for our Godly Play children as they learn the fundamentals of the Bible stories. Ellen Miller 
and Jenny Cavin have taught the 1st / 2nd Grade class, encouraging children’s curiosity about the 
Bible and how Jesus might have lived. Alysa Webb and Kisti Felps have kept the 3rd Grade Bible 
Workshop moving and focused on Scripture this semester as they prepare to receive their own Bibles 
in worship soon. Rachel Johnson and Dave Riley have embraced the 4th / 5th Grade class, getting 
them out in nature and creating in response to the stories they’ve learned. Thank a volunteer when 
you get a chance! We couldn’t do this without them. 

One thing I am looking forward to 
in December is the 3rd Grade Bible 
presentations during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service on December 11. During 
this time, we will celebrate the origin 
of each child’s name and their unique 
qualities. Our pastors and teachers will 
present the Bibles to children and declare 
a blessing over this very special group! 
Please plan to be there in worship to 
celebrate with us. 

Then, on December 18, we will hold a 
unique family Advent event after worship 
in the Founders' Room. Parents are 

invited to bring the whole family for a time of wonder, joy, and love as we work together on a service 
project! 

One last exciting event to add to your calendar - our Christmas Eve service at 4:00 p.m. will be youth 
and child-friendly, and engaging for every age. We hope you will join us as we celebrate Christ’s 
birth with movement, songs, a little silliness and even some glow-sticks!

With Gratitude! And, Looking Forward!
b y  S a r a h  L u n d , D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y 
s a r a h @ f c u c c . o r g
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T h e  F o r u m  i n 
N o v e m b e r  &  D e c e m b e r

b y  A r d i t h  H a n s o n  &  R o b  L u n d ,  C o - C h a i r s  o f  T h e  F o r u m
a r d i t h m a r i e @ g m a i l . c o m  /  r o b . f . l u n d @ g m a i l . c o m

The Forum is (usually) 
held in The Sanctuary from 

~11:10 a.m. to ~Noon on 
Sundays.

NOVEMBER 2022
November 6: Patti White
History of Our Madrigal Dinners
FCUCC member, Patti White 
will tell the history of Madrigal 
Dinners and in particular, First 
Congregational's own version. 
Anyone who has been to or 
worked on an FCUCC Madrigal 

knows how Patti’s attention to detail makes these 
dinners so special. Come hear the story!

November 13: Chuck Benson      
The City of God… from 
Byzantine Mosaics to 
Illuminated Manuscripts to 
Gothic Stained Glass…
Held in the Founders’ Room, 
The Forum welcomes back a 
favorite - Chuck Benson! This 

presentation will be in the Founders’ Room so we 
can ensure best art visibility. Chuck is a member 
of our church and has been teaching the history 
of art, architecture, and design for over 30 years. 
He has an ongoing dedication to encouraging 
audiences to become passionate and enthusiastic 
about art and architecture. Come and Enjoy!
**NO LIVESTREAM**  

November 20: Mike Martin     
Raw Tools: Beating Guns Into Garden Tools

Mike Martin is the founder and 
Executive Director of RAWtools. 
A former youth and young adult 
pastor at Beth-El Mennonite 
Church, Mike is licensed for 
specialized ministry for the work 
of RAWtools by Mountain States 

Mennonite Conference of Mennonite Church 
USA. He has a BA in Biblical studies.
Mike learned to blacksmith in order to turn 

guns into garden tools 
and is passionate about 
connecting people to 
nonviolent skills like restorative justice and 
conflict mediation. He is trained for restorative 
justice facilitation, dialogue circles, and 
encourages everyone to explore how they can 
connect to similar efforts in their community. 
Mike believes turning swords into plowshares 
requires a comprehensive approach to gun 
violence, one that addresses the triggers in our 
streets, and the triggers in our hearts. For more 
information, visit rawtools.org

November 27: 
40 YEARS OF THE FORUM! 
**NO LIVESTREAM** 
On Thanksgiving Sunday we 

often have an “in-house story” and this year we 
will celebrate the fortieth year of The Forum, 
featuring past and present members of the The 
Forum team; including founder Dave Seyfert. 
Come and hear how The Forum got going, 
perhaps share favorite speakers and let the team 
know your hopes for the future as Rob Lund gets 
set to take the reins.

DECEMBER 2022
December 4: 
Chaz Perrez and 
Scott Layman
Holiday Stress 
Strategies
Chaz Perez and 
Scott Layman 

are fitness trainers specialising in 
strength training, rehabilitation fitness, mobility 
and mindfulness. They will describe stress 
management techniques and walk us through 
examples of seated relaxation exercises for this 
Holiday Season.

We will not have any other presentations during 
December. See you January 8, 2023! Contact The 
Forum Team with questions, suggestions, etc.
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Ye Olde Madrigal Dinner
An Evening of Supper and Song

Ye noble lords and ladies fair,
Forsake thy burdens, toil and care.

Come back with us to a time long spent
To feasting, joy and merriment.

Our steward shall prepare the feast
Of tender, succulent roast beast.
The lords and ladies of the reign

Shall sing and dance and entertain.

In 1988, First Congregational UCC decided to 
celebrate its Richardsonian Romanesque church 
building by holding our first Madrigal Feast. We 
created a candlelit evening filled with trumpet fanfares, processions and dances culminating 
in a concert in which the lords and ladies sing the joy and reverence of  the Christmas 
Season.

As we prepare for this year’s dinner, the question is asked, “What is a Madrigal Dinner?” 
It is a reenactment of  a dinner that might have been given around Christmas Time in 
Elizabethan England (Sixteenth Century). Our contemporary dinner aims at being true 
to Elizabethan times in terms of  costume, decoration, style, food (Boar’s Head was often 
served) and drink (Wassail) and, of  course, style of  music. We will only pretend to eat 
boar’s head in case you’re wondering.

So plan to join our yuletide cheer
This chance that cometh back this year.

Let’s usher in with joy and myrthe,
The season of our Savior’s birth.

December 8, 9 and 11, 2022
Tickets ($40) go on sale November 13
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It has been one hundred and eleven years since First Congregational Church 
first held its Annual Christmas Mystery Pageant! This event runs like a thread 
through the very fabric of the congregation's history, uniting generations and 
kindling memories of peace, 

joy, family, and community. The Mystery is a 
musical drama complete with cherubs, angels, a 

seraph, wise men, and of 
course, Mary, Joseph, and 
baby Jesus. 

Based on biblical accounts, 
church legends, and 
cherished Christmas 
carols, The Mystery began 
in 1912 with a script by 
Helen Street Ranney, the 
wife of the Reverend William Watson Ranney - the fifth minister of First 
Congregational Church. It is performed each Advent, on the Sunday before 
Christmas. The Angel Choir is composed of our young people (high school 
through college) and the Seraph (lead angel) is sung by one of FCC's female 
vocalists. The Shepherds' roles are sung by members (high school and 
above), and the Wise Men solo parts are performed by baritone voices.
Cherub children (preschool through eight years old) of the congregation 
come forward during the pageant to present a gift of song before the manger. 
The ceramic figure of the "Bambino" (Christ Child) and the censer carried 
by one of the Wise Men were acquired in Italy by Dr. Alfred A. Blackman's 
family around 1900 and lent to FCC for use in The Mystery. In 2009, the 
Haney family gifted the family heirlooms to the church. The cruse for myrrh 
is like those from biblical times. 

One of the greatest mysteries surrounding this tradition is the identity of 
those who portray Mary and Joseph! It is a closely guarded secret of the 
Team until the actual presentation, as a way of honoring a man and a woman 
for distinguished service to First Congregational Church in the previous year. 
The entire event is mysterious! With candles, darkness, singing, and the close 

gathering of many people, it is a beautiful and timeless process of portraying what the 'mystery' 
of Christmas is all about. "This is the longest surviving tradition in our 
church," said Nancy Forgy who has served as The Mystery Pageant's 
chairperson for almost twenty years. "The Mystery Team, comprised of 
past years' Marys and Josephs, is devoted to maintaining The Mystery just as 
it always has been. It's a wonderful family tradition." 
The Mystery will be held this year on Sunday, December 18, 
beginning at 4:00 p.m. with a short organ recital provided by 
Director of Music Ministry, David Acton. 

T h e  1 1 1 t h  A n n u a l  
C h r i s t m a s  M y s t e r y  P a g e a n t

b y  E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g
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Reaching In, 
Reaching Out
This year's Mission Giving & 
Outreach retreat - Reaching In, 
Reaching Out, was a retreat of 
natural rhythms.  Our group 
experienced the beauty of Cathedral 
Ridge - a retreat center in Woodland Park, climbed 
The Ladder to the Light with the indigenous author, 
Steven Charleston, shared openly our faith experiences, made new friends, 
practiced various forms of meditation, and broke bread together.  All this in 
48 hrs… AMAZING!

Each year, we choose an Outreach Project in which 
to get involved. This year the Bloom House (part of 
Homeward Pikes Peak) was our project. The Bloom 
House Residential Treatment Center is an intensive 
treatment center where mother and baby reside 
together while treatment for substance mis-use is 
received. It is the only residential treatment center 
in Colorado 
Springs and El 
Paso County of 
its kind.
MG&O 

purchased a variety of baby items for 
the young mothers who will be staying 
at the House.  Amy M. McCord, project 
manager for the Bloom House, joined us 
for lunch and then shared how Bloom 
House will be a wonderful service for 
women in recovery and for their babies. As a group we organized the items and sent them with Amy. 

Our small and mighty group was Jill Cameron, Val Colegrove, Joan Hershberger, Pauli Hubbard, 
Lisa Mason, Lisa November, Liz Rockwell, Amy Velimirovich, and Mollie Williams.
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Trail Trekkers Hikes 
for November and 

December 2022
Detailed information will be sent out closer 

to each hike.  All hikes will be in the 
easy to moderate range.  

Distances vary from two - four miles. 

 • Friday, November 4, 5:00 p.m.
  Appetizer Party

 • Tuesday, November 8:  
  Hike in University Park Open Space* 

 • Monday, November 14: 
  Hike in University Park Open Space* 

 • Monday, November 21: 
       Hike in University Park Open Space* 

 • Monday, November 28:
       Hike in University Park Open Space* 

 • Friday, Dec. 2, 5:00 pm:  
  Stone Soup Party

 *  There are several new trails and trailheads 
in University Park Open Space to explore. So we 
look forward to hiking a new one each week! 

 • No hikes in December.

If you are not already on the Trail Trekkers 
mailing list, but would like to be, please contact 

Karen and Bob Jones (jonesschou@mac.com). 
Hikes are scheduled throughout the year, and 

throughout the region.

In October, Rev.  Lee Ann and 
four Stephen Ministers were 
able to volunteer their time 
to participate in a training exercise for agency 
employees hosted by the Family Caregiver 
Support Center, PPACG Area Agency on Aging.  
We represented the agency workers while agency 
workers role played as caregivers and receivers.  
When we finished it was clear that many people 
do not understand the difficulties encountered 
by caregivers when dealing with the various 
agencies and services or simply in facing the day 
to day issues of a caregiver.  Those of you who 
are now or have served as the primary caregiver 
to a loved one or friend understand how trying 
some days are.  Yet, you carry on.  Thank you 
and thank you and thank you.

November is National Family Caregivers Month 
and this year’s theme is “Caregiving Around the 
Clock.” During this month, special recognition is 
extended to the people who lovingly give baths, 
clean houses, shop for, and comfort the millions 

of ill and elderly people 
who are friends and 
loved ones. 

Stephen Ministers 
frequently “walk with 
the ill and the elderly” 
offering that listening 
ear and caring heart.  We 

also “walk” with the caregivers of these persons.  
Their issues are different from those receiving 
their care, yet they are just as important.  

“If you don’t take care of yourself, 
you can’t take care of anyone else”.

Could you use a listening ear and a caring heart 
to walk beside you for a time?  Let us know, 
please.  We are here for you.  (It is confidential and 
free.)

For more information, contact Pastor Jacque 
Franklin (jacque@fcucc.org).

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t , 
S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r 
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m
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MG&O hosted a luncheon on September 22 for our 2022 Grantees to meet our 
new Lead Minister, Rev. Lee Ann Bryce, as well as meet and network with our 
other Grantees. It was a great success with many thanks and notes of appreciation 
for this event. They thanked us for providing an opportunity to meet these other 

non-profit leaders in the community, and to meet the MG&O   committee members 
representing FCUCC. A variety of old and new staff from each organization came, and many new 
staff commented on how glad they were to actually see the interior of our beautiful Sanctuary. 

FCC members Patti White, Alyce Morgan and Dave Morgan created and served an INCREDIBLY 
delicious lunch of soup, salad, and dessert. Literally everyone commented on the unexpectedly lovely 
meal.  MANY thanks to the three for their time and effort. 

Each representative introduced himself or herself and spoke briefly about their success, their 
challenges, and their goals for this year. It was an absolutely fascinating and often personal account 
of the many ups and downs each non-profit has recently endured. They all reflected the incredibly 
challenging times and often barely adequate resources that they each faced, but so many had 
amazing successes, and all thanked FCC for our support. The wide range of services that we fund 
was clearly apparent.  It was inspiring and 
humbling to hear how much is achieved with 
so little.

Did you enjoy the Mission Mixer on October 
30? Everyone had the opportunity to meet 
with these organizations and ask questions. 
Hopefully it piqued your interest in possibly 
volunteering with them!  

If you are interested in serving on this 
dynamic committee, Mission Giving & 
Outreach, please contact Pauli Hubbard - 
mgo@fcucc.org!

VISITATION MINISTRY:
By chance, have you asked 
what this table is all about?

FCUCC’s Visitation Ministry is asking for your assistance 
in identifying persons who might enjoy a friendly visit, 
may need a little help, could use a card, want to talk with 
someone about church happenings, or may be new to the 
area and is looking for new friends and places.  Those of us 
on the Visitation Ministry Team have been dubbed “church 
ambassadors” and we are reaching out to members, friends, 
and new friends of all ages.  So, if you know of someone, 
please stop by the Visitation Table and let us know or give 
us a call. Blessings to you all from the Visitation Ministry.

VISITATION MINISTRY CONTACTS:
Marsha Garrett - 719.233.0151 - Elizabeth Vincent - 646.345.5357

O M G ,  M G & O  i s  a t  i t  A g a i n !
b y  V i r g i n a  C a r l s o n ,  M e m b e r  o f  M G & O  C o m m i t t e e

v c a r l s o n . 4 @ c o m c a s t . n e t
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P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t : 
F l a w s  i n  t h e  R e c o r d s
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n ,  C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

During the All-Church Cleanup in late July an old Bible surfaced, with a 1915 dedication by 
Pastor Ranney to nine-year old Alice Ely Brigham. In an attempt to answer why and how it 
remained at our church, I went on Alice's trail, sifting through our ledgers and FamilySearch.org.

In 1895, George W. and Alice G. Ely with 
their two daughters, Marion  and Edith, 
moved into town from Massachusetts. That 
year, they all became members of First 
Congregational Church by Letter of Transfer. 
George succumbed to tuberculosis a year 
later and Alice provided for the family by 
running a boarding house at 119 East Dale 
Street. In 1901 Marion married the widower 
Augustus Perry Brigham*, who's first wife, 
Maude, and newborn daughter Dorothy had 
died in 1899. Census documents consistently 
show him as unemployed, but in the 
Colorado Springs Directories he is listed as 
an artist.

The couple had three daughters: Muriel, 
born and died in 1903, Alice, born in 

1906, and Eleanor, born in 1907. In 1905 Augustus had become a member of First Congregational Church 
by Confession of Faith and so did the two girls in 1921. The Church Clerk entered them in our membership 
ledger as Alice Swain Brigham and Eleanor Ely Brigham, a likely erroneous switch of their middle names. 
Rev. Tompkins officiated over the marriage of Eleanor Brigham and Horace Todd in 1929 and from then on 
she showed as Eleanor Swain Todd. Some years later Alice Brigham married John William Boldyreff, born 
in Tsarist, Russia and taken to the USA by his parents around 1910. From here on Alice showed as Alyce Ely 
Brigham Boldyreff. John died in 1971 and Alyce in 1976, both buried at Evergreen. They had no children, so we 
have no one to whom we can send this Bible. Eleanor and Alice had been put on our retired list in 1934.

Just like today with our youth, Alice 
received her first Bible at age nine. 
We can read the inscription by the 
Rev. Ranney above. However, the 
inscription refers to Alice's baptism 
by Pastor Gregg seven years earlier, 
which doesn't show in our otherwise 
pretty meticulous records. That must 
have been pointed out to Pastor 
Ranney, upon which he signed 
another Bible and kept this one for the 
church office.   

Marriage Record of Alice's parents

*It took a bit to find this, since between 
old Pastor Gregg, who conducted the 
ceremony, and the County Clerk, who 

typed up the certificate, Augustus' last 
name had turned to “Bighorn.”
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Carolyn Dickerson
- Audio/Visual
Cynthia Franklin
- Book Discussion Group
Ellen Ranz Miller
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Charles Kiskiras
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Agnes Kehoe
- Intercessory Prayer Network
Sky Foerster, Mike Harris
- Just Peace
Lynne Stefonik
- JWW Lectureship Series
OPEN
- Kitchen Witches 
Eleanor Law
- Chancel Stewards Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Maintenance
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sydni Dittmer
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Jane Gazal
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
Paul McNeill
- Reopening Task Force
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Lisa Mason
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson, Rob Lund 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent, Marsha Garrett
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Lee Ann Bryce
- Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Director of Finance & Technology
Sarah Lund
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Sid Shelton
- Vice Moderator
Charles Kiskiras
- Treasurer
Jane Ridings
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
John Felps
- Outreach
Cynthia Riley
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
OPEN
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Robert Scheafer
- Custodians
Maren Felps, Doris Fletcher, Katelynn 
Hoyle, Lilly Hitipeuw, Sarah Sampson
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE
Kisti Felps
- Chair
Debra Buenting
Jill Cameron
Rebecca Hibbard

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Nancy Lippincott
- Congregational Nurse
Sara Peek
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Judy Cunningham
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Sue Prendinger, Phyllis White, 
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Samantha Garrett
Josh Rumple
AniRose Whaleswan 
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer.  

The next issue will be January / February 2023.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 

receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (January / February 2023 issue)  
is Thursday, December 15, 2022. 

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


