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Spoke to a friend recently whose pup had just died. It was sudden and unexpected. 
Bandit seemed a little under the weather and then he was gone. Shock, guilt, and why 
didn’t I take him to the vet? Helplessness, overwhelming sadness, deep loss. 

I am an expert in loss, having lost pretty much everything at one time or another; 
wife, child, friendships, job, beloved pups, even the pastoral calling. Loss is a 
forbidding yet powerful teacher. Like nothing else, it commands our attention. Loss 
grounds each of us in the terrifying present. At other times, however, fear of loss 
leads into an ungrounded and superficial life of distraction and denial. 

While I love most animals, I love dogs the most. All my life I have marveled at how deep they touch me and I 
wonder why? Who knows for sure, but here is my thought. We live in a world obsessed with ego gratification, 
being assertive, filling our space, winning and making sure we are respected and more... much more. 

It is not so with our pups. They come to us wishing to play, to be held and, above all, to be loved. Even when 
we fail them or treat them poorly, they carry no grudges, they come when called, they seek our approval 
beyond all reason and expectation. 

Jesus teaches us there is no greater love than that of one giving up his or her life 
for another. At the deepest core of my being, I am convinced this is true of our 
pups. They love without limit. The Jesus narrative is, of course, the human face of 
this love. 

It is a great gift and privilege to journey for a time in complete and unconditional 
friendship with your pup, or kitten, or with another human being. These are 
the beings, rather than things, that give meaning and purpose to life. It is in the 
nature of life that there is an ending, as all living entities must and will pass. 

The loss inherent to mortality 
can be devastating and 
horrible but it cannot be the 
final word. Catastrophic times 
such as we are presently 
experiencing cannot and are 
not the final word. Alfred 
Lord Tennyson wrote, “Better 
to have loved and lost than never 
to have loved at all.” The losses 
in life are indeed great but to 
have loved matters most. It 
is in loving that we immerse 
ourselves in the eternal. Faith, 
hope and love abide, but the 
greatest of these is love.
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The First Congregational Church Just Peace 
Ministry Team has an Anti-Racism Affinity 
group. At this point we are promoting 
upcoming educational offerings available in our 
community. I’ve listed two below to peak your 
interest.

NURTURING 
JUSTICE  launches a 
virtual discussion, on 
May 13, between Dr. 
Miguel De La Torre 
and moderator Dr. 
Velde Love on the 
topic of  Decolonizing 
Christianity: Becoming 
Badass Believers. Dr. De 

La Torre was our guest lecturer in 2019. 
(click here to register or click the image below.)

The mission of Nurturing Justice is to encourage 
the dismantling of white skinned supremacy and 
racism in American society through education, action, 
community building and engagement.

N u r t u r i n g  J u s t i c e  &  J u n e t e e n t h
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n , M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

TRUTH AND 
CONCILIATION 
is sponsoring a 
virtual Juneteenth 
Summit June 16 - 18, 
2021.
Their mission is to 
uncover, examine and 
redress the historic 
and sustained acts and 
pillars of structural and systemic racism by engaging 
in processes of truth and conciliation to achieve 
equality and equity in American society. 

In this Juneteenth gathering, anti-racism 
practitioners and grassroots 
organizers from across 
the nation seek to lay a 
foundation for the national 
narrative shift towards 
conciliation in the US. The 
goal for this summit is for 
attendees to walk away 
with tools for building an 
antiracist society. (click here to 
register.)

Stay tuned for further 
educational and activist 
opportunities around 
antiracism. For more 
information contact Mike 
Harris (mbharris@gmail.com), 
chair of the Anti Racism 
Affinity Group. 
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2021 began with hope in the air and hope continues. 2021 began with two COVID 
vaccines available to the public, a new administration in the White House, and 
realistic expectations of getting back together again, in person, in the church. 
Well, those hopes are coming to fruition as things continue to move in a hopeful 
direction.  President Biden has stepped up vaccine distribution so that, as of April 
19, all Americans are able to schedule for a COVID vaccine if they desire.  Also, 

we resumed outdoor services, and moved to “Mask Optional” for those services as of April 18. That’s right!  
No masks required for talking and singing outside, as long as everyone observes the CDC specified six-foot 
separation while interacting with others and sitting in services.  As I mentioned in a recent eblast on this topic, 
there is a caveat: we request masks be worn by anyone who has not been vaccinated or who has not completed 
their vaccine process (received all required injections, plus 2 weeks). Of course, anyone can choose to wear a 
mask for any reason, anytime.  

The Church Council and Reopening Task Force are considering when we could resume indoor church services. 
This is in response to congregants asking when we will be able to so. A survey was sent out at the beginning 
of April to see how many people have completed or begun vaccinations, and how many are planning to get a 
vaccine in the next 1-3 months. We received 273 responses. Of those responses, 246 (90%) have either already 
had their vaccine shot(s), or are in the process of completing a two-shot regime.  Of the 27 respondents that 
had not yet taken a vaccine, 18 planned to do so in the next month and 4 others in the next three months. Only 
one person indicated they did not intend on getting a vaccine. This means that of the 273 respondents nearly 
99% will have been vaccinated within the next three months.  That is truly encouraging for FCUCC church 
herd immunity. Many of you indicated you want to see local infection numbers decrease and wish us to follow 
CDC guidance for determining when to open indoor services before you would attend.  We are following 
CDC guidance for both indoor and outdoor services, but we also need to acknowledge our church population 
has a far higher vaccination rate than El Paso County and state as a whole.  That should not be ignored.  
Determining when to reenter the Sanctuary for indoor services will not only depend on the vaccination rate of 
our adult congregants, but also on how we handle those with children under 16 for whom there is no vaccine 
available. 

A congregation-wide meeting will be held on May 16 at 1:00 p.m. to 
discuss this topic (how to open indoor services with unvaccinated 
children) and others, such as whether the church will be a member of the 
“Accompaniment and Sanctuary Coalition of Colorado Springs,” which is 
being considered by the Just Peace Ministry Team. (see page 11 for further 

details.)

These items, along with 
the “Burn The Mortgage” 
campaign are all underway 
as you read this.  There are 
other activities underway 
as well.  The church is 
awakening again!  Groups 
of vaccinated people are beginning to meet in the church and 
musical activities are being considered as well.  We are on our 
way.

Say a prayer that the virus does not take an unexpected negative 
turn, so that the momentum to re-open and re-awaken can 
continue to grow in strength, bringing us closer together again.

Love to you all, Bill

2 0 2 1 :  T h e  Y e a r  o f  T r a n s i t i o n  C o n t i n u e s
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r

b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

SAVE 
THE DATE:  

Congregational 
Meeting 

MAY 16, 2021
1:00 P.M. 
See page 11  
for details.

Click to contribute to the campaign.
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S k i n n y  J e a n s  a n d  S i d e  P a r t s
b y  J o s h  R u m p l e , D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y
j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g

Many of us fear change, or we at least do not embrace change easily. It’s odd because 
change is constant and inevitable – the natural flow of the universe. With each new 
generation comes a shift, however subtle, in how we interact with the world around us. 
From fashion to the way we speak, things change, circle back around, or cease completely. 

One of the burdens and gifts of working with youth is the interaction between generations, which is 
sometimes as much of a culture shock as travelling internationally. Just like travelling abroad, I get the 
opportunity to experience something different or even listen to a foreign language. When I am around 
youth, I sometimes get a little lost and confused, listening to a language I do not fully comprehend. More 
times than I can count, I have searched something on the internet to figure out what it means after talking 
to a younger person. 

Things simply change. Apparently, according to Gen Z (approximately 
ages 7-22), skinny jeans are out, so are side parts in your hair, and 
using the crying laugh emoji in your texts means you’re uncool. Crop 
tops are back in style along with high-waisted, oversized jeans. One 
comment on a video I made says: “He’s giving me 2010 vibes with that outfit.” I’m 

still not sure if that is an insult or not. 

It is hard to embrace change. So often, we criticize different generations because 
they are so different from our own. We tend to fear what is different, which 
is the basis of so many 
of our societal sins. In 
part, I think this is why 

youth and children are often 
pushed to the side, placing 
them at the proverbial kids’ 
table in the back room. 
We hold on tightly to the 

patterns and culture we hold dear, 
hating that which we do not know, that which we 

fear.

Sometimes, we must open our hearts and minds to 
that which is different. This is not a plea for us to 
change, but instead this is a plea for us to not judge 
what is different, to not despise what is new. The 
voices and culture of our young is important to take 
note of and not ignore because we think our way is 
better. Your own culture is important as well, not to 
be cast off in preference for the new. 

The thing with change is that it is inevitable. Our 
differences can define us, but they do not have to 
divide us. We have no clue what the future holds. I 
mean – who predicted this past year to happen like it 
did? There is enough room in our hearts to embrace 
our differences, to love that which is new, and to 
cherish that which we know. We do not have to fear 
or despise change. The choice to love one another is 
ours.

The Forum Will Return 
in the Fall of 2021

After a year of 
pandemic uncertainty 
and Zoom Forums 
starting in the second 
semester, the last 
presentation of The 
Forum is May 23 and 
then we will take our usual Summer break until early 
September.

What we do not know is whether we will be in 
person on Sunday morning as in the “Before Times” 
or whether we will still be on Zoom on Sunday 
evening. Personally, I hope we are back in person on 
Sunday morning, BUT with a live Zoom presence 
for those who can’t make it to church due to illness, 
infirmity, or weather. We will see how things work 
out in these unusual times.

Keep an eye out for the September issue of The 
Communicator and, of course, the weekly eblasts and 
we will let you know the details as we learn them.
Here’s hoping you have a relaxing and healthy 
summer.
Your Forum Team:  
Ardith Hanson (ardithmarie@gmail.com)    
Judith Rice-Jones (jricejon@gmail.com)
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God has a sense of humor...
knowing I am one to 
appreciate control by 
planning in advance, the 
entry into summer 2021 

promises many shifting 
variables, and I cannot help imaging God is smiling 
at me every time I am forced to adapt... and to think 
you had any control, Del! Hence, whatever I share 
in this article might change before this edition of 
The Communicator is even completed. But here it 
goes anyway!

SUMMER 2021
 OUR WHOLE LIVES:  
 SEXUALITY and OUR FAITH PROGRAMS
Dates have been set for our two Our Whole Lives 
programs that were to have been scheduled 
this past year. Thanks to all five facilitators who 
responded positively to providing week-long 
camps this summer, modifying how these curricula 
were previously taught over many Sundays.
 • Grade 1 / 2 OWL: June 21-25, with  
  Mandatory Parent meeting June 6. Thank  
  you to our facilitators Pete Hokanson and  
  Polly Strovink.
 • Grade 5/6 OWL: July 26-30, Mandatory  
  Parent meeting TBD. Thanks to our  
  facilitators Jean Hagerman, Sarah Groh  
  Correa, and Rick Shick. 

 KIDS' SUMMER COMMUNITY WORSHIP
Providing a kid-friendly worship option will 
continue over the summer. Even if Sanctuary 
Worship returns indoors, KC Worship will continue 
outdoors in the  McAllister House garden, weather-
permitting. The Reopening Task Force is assessing 
best safety practices and spaces as an indoor 
option, should weather be inclement. Stay tuned. 
The Children’s Ministry Team brainstormed the 
idea of a summer theme of “RECONNECTION” as 
families transition out of pandemic hibernation, 
with kids rebuilding connections with one another, 
God’s creation, and other people. Mission ideas are 
currently focused on supporting racial justice.

 JUNE MONDAY/FUNDAYS 
This may be a weird summer, with the likelihood of 
many families choosing trips to finally connect with 

G o d  H a s  a  S e n s e  o f  H u m o r . . .
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y

d e l @ f c u c c . o r g

families, grandparents, and the beautiful outdoors. 
Positive feedback though from parents in a recent 
survey, supported the idea of offering a series of 
fun activities to help re-build kid connections on 
June Mondays. Ideas include putt-putt, cycling 
rides, ice cream hikes, disc golf, rock climbing and 
???

 AFTER CHURCH FAMILY PICNICS
 “May the Fourth be with us”
Over the summer, families liked the idea of 
gathering together on the fourth Sunday of each 
month for casual picnics after Sunday Services. One 
of those might include the possibility of gathering 
with families from our beloved Jewish, Buddhist, 
and Islamic communities. I am attempting to 
connect with Judith Piazza to lead us. Some 
may recall the very beautiful and fun spiritual 
drumming session she shared with our community 
several Advents ago. I hold this vision with deep 
hopefulness.

 PLANNING FOR THE FALL:  
Contact me - del@fcucc.org! This is my first outreach 
for any of you to contact me if you might be 
interested in supporting Children’s Sunday School 
and Ministry in the fall. There is much yet to be 
ascertained about logistics and possibilities, but 
I venture this opportunity to you all with the 
very familiar text "Bring the little children unto 
me."  What can each of us do to help rebuild our 
faith community post pandemic? What do you 
imagine the children have missed? How can we as 
a community support exhausted parents and give 
them a break from kids so that they may be able to  
nurture their spiritual well being too? I would love 
to start generating a potential list of “FALL spiritual 
servants” for our children.

 KNOWN BY NAME
I love that Nancy Forgy has approached me to 
help link her to Harper Pfender to thank her for 
the  beautiful Easter Greeting she received in the 
mailbox. Potentially, there are over another ninety 
connections to make. Cynthia Franklin and I hold a 
vision of one day sharing a cross generational event 
so we can connect all those names to faces... just 
imagine THAT! 
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Currently, we are still filming service, and David 
is editing and publishing them online, but we 
are beginning to transition into live streaming. 
Not only does David need to reclaim the editing 

hours for more 
music-centered ministry, but 
providing access to services 
in real-time will help online 

viewers and 
in-person attendees participate 
in worship together. We will also 
record the live stream and continue 
to make the services available on 
YouTube for viewing anytime.

You’ll soon see me running around 
with long cords and new cameras 
at the services. I’ve intentionally 
purchased cameras that are easy 

to use and plan for the church to use them for 
many purposes, not just the Sunday services. 
Imagine being able to continue participating in 
digital small groups even though they’re also 
held in person. My vision is that we will continue 
providing accessible, online spaces for all to 
gather.

I’ll share more as the live stream continues to 
develop and become reality!

P.S. Thank you to all who’ve written notes, 
emails, and made phone calls to staff expressing 
encouragement and your gratitude for the online 
worship throughout the pandemic. They’ve been 
warmly received! We are so thankful to serve you 
and to have continued worshipping with you 
through such unconventional and challenging 
times.

V i d e o  a n d  L i v e  S t r e a m
b y  R a c h e l  R u m p l e ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t
r a c h e l @ f c u c c . o r g

As you well know, this church suddenly and 
swiftly moved into online space in March 2020. 
A huge weight of that move has fallen on David 
Acton’s shoulders. Over the past fourteen 
months, he has dedicated hundreds of hours 
to filming, recording sound, and 
(the most time-consuming) editing 
the services together. You would 
never know from watching our 
services that David is self-taught 
or considers himself a visual artist. 
I know that everyone on staff and 
every person who has participated 
in even one online service is so 
grateful for the work David has done.

Now that we are moving out of online-only 
times, the church is looking to how we can still 
maintain an online presence. The online services 
are a great outreach tool for potential newcomers, 
but also provide invaluable accessibility to all. 
Just as an elevator provides physical access to all 
levels of the church building, our online space 
provides accessibility when physical presence 
isn’t possible or comfortable. In my opinion, one 
of the most beautiful things to come out of these 
pandemic times is that we’ve learned how to use 
technology to stay connected in the community, 
even if we must physically stay apart.

FLAMINGO FLOCK
The Spring ffffffundraising fffflock 

has visited more than 12 front yards 
and even the flock is amazed they have 

helped to raise over $4,000. 
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANKYOU!
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H a v e  Y o u  B e e n  F o l l o w i n g  U s ?
b y  S k y  F o e r s t e r ,  J u s t  P e a c e  M i n i s t r y  Te a m  M e m b e r

s k y f o e r s t e r @ g m a i l . c o m

In the last issue of The 
Communicator, we reported 
on the results of the 
Congregational Just Peace 

survey, to which 118 of you responded. Thank you!

Since then, we have provided weekly updates 
through the FCC Weekly eblast (released at noon on 
Thursdays). In case you missed it, your Just Peace 
Ministry Team has been focused on the following 
three priorities, based on your survey inputs: 

 • RACIAL & COMMUNITY JUSTICE
  This encompasses the priority issue of Racial  
  Justice that over 60% of you highlighted, but  
  also embraces issues of inequity, exclusion,  
  and discrimination against those in any  
  community, whether racial, ethnic, gender,  
  lifestyle, religious, or physical ability.  
  Included here are also FCUCC’s long- 
  established stand as an Open and Affirming  
  Congregation as well as our ongoing work in  
  support of immigrants and refugees.
 • ECOLOGICAL JUSTICE
  This encompasses issues related both to  
  preservation of our natural environment and  
  to sustaining a healthy living environment.   
  The most disadvantaged communities tend  
  also to be those most adversely affected  
  by climate change, pollution, unsafe homes,  
  and inadequate access to healthy food.   
  FCUCC’s work around Earth Month is  
  relevant here.

A n  E x a m p l e  o f  H a b i t a t  P r e s e r v a t i o n
b y  Ly n n e  S t e f o n i k ,  J u s t  P e a c e  M i n i s t r y  Te a m  M e m b e r

s t e f o l c @ c o m c a s t . n e t

“Even in the poorest neighborhoods you can find a geranium in a coffee can, 
a window box set against the scaling side of a tenement, a border of roses 
struggling to live in a tiny patch of open ground.  Where flowers bloom, so 
does hope.”  - Lady Bird Johnson

Visiting my daughter in Texas, I cannot help but notice the splendor of wildflowers 
along the roads. Lady Bird Johnson inspired the cultivation of this natural wonder 
during her tenure as First Lady of the United States.  

She inspired the legislature to pass the Highway Beautification Act and encouraged 
the planting of native species along the Texas highways. Many Texans responded 
and helped with the planting. This action was a part of National Initiatives to 
preserve habitats. This time of the year, Bluebonnets are a common site along Texas 
roadways.

 • ECONOMIC JUSTICE
  This encompasses a wide range of issues that  
  contribute to poverty and growing economic  
  inequality, from homelessness, poor  
  educational opportunities, inadequate  
  access to affordable and appropriate  
  healthcare, and dangerous and unhealthy 
  working conditions.  Clearly, FCUCC’s  
  work to address homelessness in our  
  community addresses this.

How to Stay in Touch
On many of these issues, things change rapidly, 
which is why we have 
brought you weekly 
updates on relevant 
pending legislation 
in Denver and in 
Washington and a 
variety of educational 
materials.  
If you’ve missed those, you can find links to them 
here: www.fcucc.org/just-peace

How to Get Engaged
The Just Peace Ministry Team sees itself as responsible 
for coordinating and framing congregational 
responses to issues and opportunities as they arise.  
Each of these three broad issue priorities has a team 
involved in that work. If you are interested in getting 
involved in any of these issues, please email our Just 
Peace Team chair, Jill Robinson, (jrobinson@trgarts.
com).  
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On a cold, sleety, and windy March 
Sunday, the first shovels of dirt flew 
(literally) as ground was broken for Ms. 
Andino and her fifteen year-old son 
Michael. They are enthusiastically looking 
forward to the December 2021 move-in date, as three families 
(seven individuals) have been sharing one home with Ms. 
Andino’s mother for ten years. Ms. Andino was familiar with 
the Habitat location, off Galley on Babcock, slightly west of 
Powers Blvd., and had admired the space with the trees near 
Sand Creek.
"I knew this was something special when I saw construction work 
on the property…  I knew this was my time and my place…"
Ms. Andino had tried to purchase a home loan on the open 
market, but her student loans, which enabled her to become 
a teacher, had increased her debt to loan ratio and would 
not allow the large loan she would have needed to purchase 

a home at today’s prices.  She is adamant that being a teacher is “truly a blessing” but salaries are 
not commensurate with the value of teaching.  So, she did her research and discovered Habitat for 
Humanity, applied, and was successful.

Colorado Springs volunteers from a diverse set of faiths and beliefs will come together to help 
Michael and Ms. Andino construct their new home.  First Congregational Church’s crew will be 
partnering with volunteers from the BodhiMind Center. April 3 was the kickoff for our team. If you 
would like to volunteer for either full days or half-days, usually Saturdays, we have five spaces 
for FCC and five from the Center on May 15, July 17, and November 13. Reminders are included 
in the weekly eblast. Please give careful consideration to this unusual opportunity to help alleviate 
homelessness in a very specific and personal way. You can help with the physical labor (under careful 
supervision), or provide meals and support.

The other faith communities currently involved in the Unity Build project include:
• Broadmoor Community Church UCC
• Christ the King Lutheran Church, 
• Colorado College Hillel
• First Christian Church (DOC)
• First United Methodist Church  
 Prairie Campus
• Grace and St. Stephen’s Episcopal  
 Church
• Islamic Society of Colorado Springs
• Pikes Peak Interfaith Coalition
• Sunrise Church – a Methodist  
 Ministry
• Temple Beit Torah
• Temple Shalom
• Tibetan Meditation Center

Thank you for your support!

M G & O :  T h e  H a b i t a t  U n i t y  B u i l d
b y  V i r g i n i a  C a r l s o n , M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r
v c a r l s o n . 4 @ c o m c a s t . n e t

Ms. Andino and Michael
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T r a i l  T r e k k e r s
The Trail Trekkers are planning to start holding 
hikes again beginning the second week in May. Our 
hikes are held on weekday mornings. These are easy 
or moderate hikes or neighborhood walks of two to 
three miles. The Trekkers are mostly seniors and since 
the majority of seniors have received the Covid-19 
vaccinations we feel it is time to resume this activity.

However, since the possibility of asymptomatic of 
transmission of Covid-19 has not yet been ruled out, 
we want to take steps to protect others. Therefore in 
our hikes, we want to follow the procedures listed 
below:

 - Only fully-vaccinated people to participate.   
  Fully-vaccinated means at least two weeks  
 	 after	the	final	vaccine	dose	(second	shot	for	 
 	 Moderna	or	Pfizer	and	one-time	shot	for	 
  Johnson & Johnson).
 -   Use a mask when visiting or meeting other  
  people on the trails.
 -   No after hike lunch.
 -  We will choose more local trails so that car  
  pooling will not be necessary.
The above procedures may change depending on new 
information. 

We are looking for volunteers who would like to lead 
a hike in one of their favorite parks or neighborhood.  
Please let us know about such interest and also 
possible dates. There will not be a planning meeting 
so we’ll coordinate hikes. A form will be sent to 
potential leaders for their hike information which will 
be sent out in a timely manner.

HIKES IN MAY
 -  Thursday, May 13: Hike to Heller Center  
  and Windmill Art from University Village. 
  leaders - Bob and Karen Jones
 -  Thursday, May 20: Garden of the Gods.
  leader - Chris Steenbergen
 -  Wednesday, May 26: Fountain Creek Park.
  leader - Jack Withrow

These three hikes will begin at 9:00 a.m., please arrive 
at 8:45 a.m. so we can start hiking on time. Detailed 
information about each hike will be provided before 
each hike. Additional hikes for the season will be 
announced later. As a result of a recent survey 
requesting preferred day of the week, future hikes 
will be scheduled on Wednesdays or Thursdays.
We are looking forward to seeing you again and 
hitting the trails. 
If you would like to be placed on the Trekker mailing 
list or have additional questions please contact Bob 
and Karen Jones (jonesschou@mac.com).

THE NEXT POPS EVENT!
SATURDAY, JUNE 5 

6:00 P.M.
Tom Francis and Jacque Franklin will host the 
next POPS (Parents Out Partying Somewhere)  
in their beautiful yard on Saturday, June 5.  
We'll resume our pre-COVID format of 
potluck dinner. Weather permitting, we'll be 
outside (dress accordingly), but with our high 
vaccination rate, we feel comfortable moving 
indoors if needed.  
Please look for an Evite 
several weeks ahead.
Contact Jane Ridings 
janeridings@hotmail.
com to be added to 
the distribution list or 
for more information.  
Newcomers are always 
welcome!

FCC BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUP

SUNDAY, MAY 2
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

The Book Discussion Group 
next meets via Zoom on 
May 2. All are invited to 
join the group and discus 
the latest book: "The 
Survivors" by Jane Harper.  

Three imposing, iron,  
life-size figures erected on the 
furthered rocks out to sea. A 
tribute to the lives lost over a 
century ago when the SS Mary 
Minerva sank, they stand guard overlooking the site 
of the shipwreck.
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82781379359?pwd=MmJId1p2
TTd5bzBDZUdZY2xWWWZRUT09
Meeting ID:  827 8137 9359
Passcode:   282734
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In 1983 at First Congregational Church, the need arose for a part time Minister 
of Visitation and pastor Jerry Jordan knew just the person to fill that role: The 
Rev. J. Paul Tatter had recently retired from the Church in the Wildwood in 
Green Mountain Falls, but felt that he could still contribute to the ministry. Thus, 
after Swede Fred Staff in 1916, Czech Paul Tatter in 1983 became our second 
immigrant pastor.

Jaroslav Paul Tatter was born in 1913 in Czechoslovakia. In 1938 he 
and his future wife Oldriska (Olga) Jarkovskä escaped the country 
just in time, ahead of the Nazi occupation, to go study abroad on 
theology scholarships at the University of Dubuque in Iowa. They 
married and graduated in 1941 and subsequently served John Hus* 
Czechoslovak Presbyterian Church in Binghamton, New York. After 
the war, with Olga and their two young children staying behind, 
Paul briefly returned to Czechoslovakia on a missionary assignment. 
He had to leave in early 1948, just in time, when the governing leftist 
coalition was replaced by a strict Marxist-Leninist government and 
the country became a satellite state of the Soviet Union.

Thereafter, Paul Tatter ministered to First Congregational Church 
in Hillsboro, Wisconsin, Parkhill Congregational Church in Denver, 
and the Church in the Wildwood in Green Mountain Falls. The 
latter is one of the older churches in our area with a sanctuary built 
between 1889 and 1893. Rev. Tatter was pastor of the church, which 
had joined the United Church of Christ in 1962, as its second full 

time minister, from 1965 through 1981.

Rev. Paul Tatter served our church from 1983 till 1990, visiting the 
sick and the elderly with “enthusiasm, kindness, caring, and competency.” The Tatters remained 
beloved members of our church after Paul's retirement, and in 1991 we celebrated the fifty year 
anniversaries of their marriage and his ordination. Rev. Tatter died in 1994 and a few years later 
a new lectern on the chancel was dedicated in his memory. Olga went to live in Los Alamos, NM, 
where she died in 2013, 99 years old. 
Paul and Olga's ashes were interred at 
the Broadmoor Community Church 
Columbarium.

*Named after the early Czech church 
reformer Johannes Hus (1372-1415).

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  J u s t  i n  T i m e
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Rev. Paul Tatter, Rev. Edward Manthei and 
Rev. James White at Jim White's installation (1989)

Jaroslav Paul Tatter in 1941:
University of Dubuque yearbook

Check out more history 
about First Congregational 

Church on our website - 
www.fcucc.org by clicking 

on 'who we are' and visiting 
the History page.
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SAVE THE DATES!
August 13 - August 15, 2021

AT LA FORET

Keep your eyes open for an upcoming 
PIE SALE and REGISTRATION details!

If you have any questions, please contact  
Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org/ 719.635.3549).

Reaching In, 
Reaching Out...
The Uncovering

A retreat at 
Benet Hill Monastery

September 9-12, 2021

Hosted by 
Mission Giving & Outreach

Reach into your heart and soul 
andrediscover a fresh way of 

knowing the God beyond your 
understanding.

Reach Out into our local 
community by participating in  
pre-arranged service projects. 

Learn spiritual practices you can 
use when you leave the retreat. 
Come with an open heart as we 
discuss a recommended book

for the retreat. 
Walk the Labyrinth in the woods 

and allow your heart 
to instruct your mind. 

Come with a willingness to 
share, to grow and to serve.

Pick up a brochure from the 
office and register today!

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

SUNDAY, MAY 16
1:00 P.M.
via Zoom

On May 16, we will have a 
congregational meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
to discuss how we wish to proceed 

with indoor worship services. 
In addition to that, we will 

discuss some Just Peace Ministry 
opportunities.

Congregational Meeting Login 
Information:

LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82516710933?pwd
=WHAyYlBncEtVNXlrVXFsOVF0V004UT09

Meeting ID: 825 1671 0933

Passcode: TH3549FCC
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C a r e  G i v i n g
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t , S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

One of the care facilities I regularly visit 
has a sign outside that says, “We LOVE our 
Care Givers.”  The staff inside are caring, 
knowledgeable people.  Over this past year+,  
public attention has raised our awareness of the 
dedication of people such as these – workers in the medical and 
education fields (not to mention the “indispensable” persons who 
deliver our online orders, check us out at the grocery, pharmacy, 

etc., or clean those hospitals, schools, and stores).  Without these people we would not have survived 
these past months with any semblance of “normal.”  

However, when I walk into that care facility, I see the other care givers, relatives, and friends of 
the residents living there.  For these people, the care giving did not begin with the arrival of the 
coronavirus.  For these relatives and friends, the caring began with a relationship and became care 
giving when illness, aging, or infirmity inserted need into the life of that cared for person.  At this 
location, these people are visiting parents or friends.  These people may be 
young or old, but their visits are frequent and regular.  

This care facility is not the only place I see care givers.  They are present 
in hospitals and hospices, schools and grocery stores. Actually, care givers 
are all around us.  People who give of themselves because they are needed, 
and they care. Frequently, they are untrained to provide this care, but they 
take up the challenge and figure it out one step at a time.  

Of course, it is not easy to take up this challenge.  It is troubling and 
exhausting.  Troubling because there are so many unknowns as well as 
the sadness and grieving that frequently accompany a particular situation.  
Exhausting because a care giver’s life is entwined with the life of that loved 
one 24/7.  Yet there is joy, too, in this giving.  

With these thoughts, I am reminded of my grandmother’s life.  She had married young without 
completing high school.  But when she found herself alone with a baby (my mother), she finished her 
education earning a teaching degree and continued teaching for the next forty-three years.  Without 
childcare, it was her parents who stepped in to care for my mother.  When Grandma retired, she had 
planned to do a little traveling, visit old friends, and enjoy life.  Life had other things planned for her, 

however.  A stroke and debilitating arthritis put her brother and his 
wife in need of care.  Grandma stepped in and cared for them both 
until they passed.  Then my mother became ill.  Again, Grandma was 
there to care for her through a long and rocky recovery.  Throughout 
her very simple, ordinary life Grandma gave to others just as do the 
relatives and friends of those persons in care facilities, hospitals, 
hospices, and schools.   

Where would this world be without these people? – These simple, 
ordinary people of all ages and all backgrounds. In these people, I see 
the true value of humanity. 
If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, or know of someone who is, 
contact Pastor Jacque Franklin (jacque@fcucc.org / 719.510.9113).
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C a r e  a n d  F e l l o w s h i p
b y  M a r g a r e t  R e i b e r ,  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r  f o r  C a r e  a n d  F e l l o w s h i p

m j r e i b e r @ g m a i l . c o m

 FCUCC is a very caring congregation! How do I know that you may ask? For starters 
I can report there have been well over 125 Micah 6 Kindness Balms delivered during 
this pandemic, and probably many more that I haven’t heard about yet. Beautiful 
bouquets, cookies, sweet breads and lots of love have been showered upon members. 
For some of you that included a welcomed chat with Connie Raub who booked many 
miles making this project such a success.

With great anticipation, we look forward to soon being able to gather inside our beloved church. Here are just 
a few of the ways we’ve reached out to the community and to each other during this challenging time. 

Despite the pandemic, the Visitation Ministry found ways to stay in touch with isolated members by cards, 
phone calls, text messages, and Zoom. Maintaining connections during this challenging time brought joy and 
some much-needed attention to our members.

Likewise, the fourteen Stephen Ministers found various ways to continue their one-to-one contact with their 
care receivers. They are committed for the long term, however long that might be, to assist a member who is 
lonely, suffering from anxiety, loss or grieving. The Christian care these committed servants offer brings the 
love of Christ to members in need.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry, with fourteen active 
members, continued to knit and crochet throughout the 
entire pandemic and completed eighty-plus items which 
have been shared with shelters and to those recovering 
from Covid-19 and other illnesses.

Since the forty-nine households of Nine-to-Dine could 
not meet in person these many months, they Zoomed 
and used the money they would have spent on a meal 
and donated it to “One Nation Walking Together,” West 
Side Cares, or Care and Share food bank. Their love just 
keeps on giving.

The Caregivers Support Group, the COVID Support 
Group and the Widow’s Support Group have all 
provided nurture and supportive Christian care as they share ways to successfully survive and thrive life’s 
many challenges.

Parents Out Partying Someplace (POPS), a group of eight to ten members, have enjoyed each other’s 
company and some fun activities at parks and driveway gatherings. 

Special thanks to Teri McCabe are in order as she successfully coordinated the Intercessory Prayer Team in 
recent years. Congratulations also go out to Agnes Kehoe who has willingly taken over this task. She accepts 
all requests for prayers by this team of seven members.

Finally, a huge thank you to all fifty-nine callers of the FCUCC Calling Network who are making sure every 
member and attendee of the church receives one or two calls each month as we stay in touch and connected to 
our church family.

Yes, even during this pandemic, God has worked through these and countless other servants from the 
congregation to bring Christian love and compassion to others.  FCUCC is indeed a Micah 6 congregation. 
Let’s continue to build this caring community. Praise be to God!
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PALM SUNDAY!
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“WE ARE BACK!” On Palm Sunday, over 
30 kids enjoyed following Munchkin the Donkey 
around the block to experience the Justice walk of 
Jesus. Kids created their posters of the things Jesus 

cared about then, and how it relates to what he 
charges us to care about now. The posters were then 
placed at the foot of the Cross. Easter Sunday kids 
were invited to flower the Cross back to life, create 
a giant ALLELUIA butterfly and share the hunt for 

Easter Eggs at McAllister House. 

EASTER SUNDAY!



MAY | JUNE 2021 16

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  F e b r u a r y  2 8  -  A p r i l  1 8
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

CONGRATULATIONS have been sent to Julie Keough-Mishler on her 
promotion to Senior Airman. Until last week, she had been deployed at Al 
Udeid Air Base (outside of Doha, Qatar), as a member of the Air Force Public 
Affairs department. Congratulations also to Nancy Henjum, on her election to 
the Colorado Springs City Council.

We give sincere CONDOLENCES to Mark Qualls, his family, and friends on the loss of Mark’s 
mother Marjorie Qualls who passed away on February 27. A Celebration of Life is scheduled for 
June 22. Condolences are also given to Victoria Hansen, her family, and friends of Stephen Scott 
who passed away peacefully on March 10. Marta Mckay and her family receive our condolences 
on the loss of her 98 year-old mother Marianna Keller who passed away on March 19 at Namaste’ 
Alzheimer Center. Services were held in Dodge City, Kansas. Dot Semmens receives condolences 
on the loss of her father in Missouri. Condolences to the family and friends of Rev. Jim Price, who 
was a retired UCC pastor and member of the Broadmoor UCC. Our hearts are heavy in prayer as we 
witness yet more tragic loss of life due to mass shootings in our country, in Boulder, Atlanta, and 
Indianapolis. 

We send PRAYERS to Sam Wood on his move to MacKenzie Place, to Ginny Kane who is moving to 
Castle Pines, and to Ester Seright and Thurman Seright as he moves into memory care. We pray for 
those who have been recovering from surgery including Lucy Bell, Tom Healy, Amy Velimirovich, 
Owen Gerbig, and Lisa Mason, and for Rob Lund’s parents, Roger and Carolyn Lund, in Wisconsin, 
who both tested positive with Covid-19, and as well as Roger dealing with viral pneumonia.
Prayers are offered up for Gayle Jordan, Jane Ridings' mother Joan Witter, Richard DeBacker, Burl 
Kreps, Lawrence Kolz and Verl and Reba Holmes who are all dealing with health concerns. We pray 
for Ted Lindeman’s brother Carl, who broke his hip, and for Tom Healy’s sister Nancy Ramsour, 
who continues to recover from a stroke in Denver. Prayers are abundant for the many people in our 
congregation, our community, and our country who are dealing with cancer treatment, including 
Pat Steffens, Ketley Pierre, Nancy Cain, Richard Grebenstein, Sara Peek’s sister Carla Pence; Dot 
Semmens, Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle Jordan, and Tom Francis’ cousin, Adam 
Wilhelm.

We continue to pray for comfort and peace for the many people who are struggling with marriage 
and family turmoil, dealing with loneliness and feelings of isolation caused by health or age 
restrictions, living in care facilities, living without caring family members, who have lost loved 
ones during this stressful time, living without jobs and healthcare,  living in crowded and unsafe 
situations, and living with food insecurity.

INTERCESSORY  
PRAYER NETWORK

Agnes Kehoe is the new coordinator of FCC's 
Intercessory Prayer Network. This team is here for you, 
your friends, your families... anyone in need of prayers. 
Private requests can be made directly to Agnes - (815) 

271-0761 / aggylee1128@gmail.com.

PASTORAL CARE NEEDED?
Please keep your Church Family 
apprised of any needs you have.

Pastor Jacque Franklin and 
Congregational Nurses, Lesli Weaver 

or Sara Peek are available. Please email them 
- jacque@fcucc.org, opuntia@juno.com, 

or speek@rmjcapital.com.
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Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Samantha Garrett
- Member in Discernment 

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
OPEN
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Agnes Kehoe
- Intercessory Prayer Network
Jill Robinson
- Just Peace
OPEN
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Maintenance
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Cynthia Riley
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Kathy Kreps
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
Paul McNeill
- Reopening Task Force
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
OPEN
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Jane Ridings
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
John Felps
- Outreach
Sarah Lund
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
Sarah Groh Correa
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians

NURSERY STAFF
Sean Drevs and Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Chair
Debra Buenting
Jill Cameron
Kisti Felps
Alison Gerbig
Julia Nace
Connie Raub
Eric Ridings

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse
Sara Peek
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp, 
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Phyllis White, 
Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer. The next issue will be July | August 2021.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (July / August 2021 Issue)  
is Tuesday, June 15, 2021.  

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


